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Know ence and Cure of Disgaszs. 


The Venereat DIseaseE: 


SEC T. MCCCCXL. 


H E venereal Mae took birth in 
the kingdom of Naples, in the year 
1493, when it immediately raged 
in un French army there; and thence fpread 
its feverity until this day all over Europe. 


This moft terrible dittemper had formerly various 
appellations given to it; for as it was alarming from 
its novelty, the names of thofe nations from whence 
it was thought to have had its origin, were fet upon 
it. But ic for the moft part bore that of the na- 
tions which were neighbours, or connected by com- 


merce; as the celebrated Aftruc * with his accuf- 
Vor. XVII. B tomed 


* De morb. vener. tom. I. pag. 5, 6, 
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tomed erudition demonftrates, who wrote a com- 
plete treatife ‘on this diforder, which I have read 
over and over to my great amufement, Ne 
odia gentilitia inamibus jurgiis increbe[cerent | novum 
Luis Veneree nomen confingere im neminem contume- 
liofum, 8 ad fignificandum morbum. qui venere contra- 
bitur maxime idoneum , ** This diforder therefore, 
« to quell all vain quarrels, or fpreading hatred 
* among families or people, obtained this new and 
* very proper appellation Lues Venerea, fignifying a 


o 
** diftemper contracted by venereal pleafures." Fer- 


zelius was one of the firft who ufed this term, which 
was afterwards retained by the reft of the faculty. 

Siphylis is ftill a term frequently ufed to denote 
this difeafe. In defining the venereal difeafe, Hiero- 
nimias Fracaftorius, and many other phyficians too, 
aícribed the caufe of this new difeate a coeli © fide- 
rum confiitutionibus, quae &8 raro accidunt, 6&9 magna 
cum accidunt, poffint efficere; ** to the different con- 
* ftitutions of the heavens and ftars, which but 
** feldom ltappen, but may effect great matters when 
* they do coincide.+” In his defcriptionof the vene- 
real difeafe in veríe, he ingenioufly reprefents Siphy- 
Jis feeding king Alcitho's flocks, whofe number and 
beauty make him proud and infult the fun. 


— — — Mihi mille nivis candore juvence, 
Mille mihi pafcuntur oves, ix eff tibi taurus 
Unus, vix aries celo (fi vera feruntur) 

Unus, €9 armenti cuftos canis arida tanti. 


I Yet he concludes that not the fun but king 
Alcitho alone is to be revered, whofe impicus pride 


was immediatly attended with a grievous pain. 
— — — Dium exhibito gavifus honore; 
Non ullum tellure coli, fe vindice numen, 

| Imperat, 


T Aphrodifiac. pag. 2c2. A, + Ibidém pag. 197. B. 
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Imperat, effe nihil terra fe majus in ipa, 
Celo habitare Deos, nec eorum hoc effe, quod infra eft : 
Viderat hec, qui cuncta videt, qui fi ngula lufirat, 
Sol pater, atque animo [ecum indignaius, iniquos 
Intorfit radios, C9 lumine ful/it acerbo. 
Afpeciu, quo Terra parens, correpiaque ponti 
Aequora, quo tactus viro fubcanduit aer. 
Protinus illuvies terris tgnota profanis 
Exoritur ; primus, regi qui Janguine fufo 
Inflituit divina, facrafque in montibus aras, 
Siphylis, offendit turpes per corpus Achores. 
Injomnes primus noctes, convulfaque membra, 
Senfit, C9 a primo contraxit nomina morbus : 
Stphylidemque ab eo labem dixere Coloni. - 


Thofe who endeavoured to deduce the caufe and 
origin of this foul diforder from the malignant af-- 
pects of the ftars, could hardly think otherwife than 
that this venereal complaint had raifed its head in 
former ages; for the ftars were not then deftitute of 
the concourfe, feats, or'influence to which this diforder 
may be now attributed: in changing their pofi- 
tions the diforder vanifhes with the cauíe of its 
birth. — Pracafloriuss opinion is, that this diforder 
is of that kind which takes birth, ceafes, and returns, 


. Quam tamen («eternum quoniam dilabitur evum) 
Non femel in terris vifam, fed [cepe fuiffe, 
Ducendum efl : quanquam nobis nec nomine nota 
Hactenus illa fuit : quoniam longeva vetujias 
Cuncta fitu involvens €9 res &F nomina delet : 
Nec monumenta patrum fert videre nepotes * 


But certainly the Lues Venerea has been known to 
exift for two hundred and feventy years, though the 
afpeéts of the ftars have often changed in that time ; 
which does not at all favour that opinion. 

Much hath been difputed concerning the origin 
of this diforder; one queftion was, Whether it is a 

B3 new 

* Aphrodifiac, pag. 184. 


4 The VrNEREAL DISEASE. Sect. 1440. 
new one, or whether it was known and deícribed by 
the antient phyficians. "This was argued with much 
contention and agitation by fome phyficians of great 
reputation. i asi 

It is very certain, that the genital parts in either 
fex are fubje& to many infirmities; yet that is no 
reafon that thefe evils obíerved by the antients fhould 
derive from the contagion of the Lues Venerea. 
Every one may eafily believe that thefe parts may 
by an unbridied fenfuality become inflamed, exco- 
riated, or ulcerated, in a connection with women, 
whofe privacies are retentive of various humours; 
fuch as are in the hoteft climates chiefly collected be- 
tween the prepuce and the glands, from which many 
evils undoubtedly might have been engendered; yet 
thefe were all different from the Liues Venerea: tho’ 
nobody will deny that thefe, ^and fuch hie fingular 
fymptoms, are obferved to bear fome affinity to the 
Tues Venerea; as hath been mentioned by antient 
phyficians. , But the concouríe of evil humours and 
train of fymptoms by which this foul diforder is 
‘attended, have been in no place, nor ever will be, 
found amongft them. | 

Phyficians were convinced of the novelty of 
this diforder, and undoubtedly faw it to be the Lues, 
about the end of the 15th century ; they then attri- 
buted this ftrange fcourge of whoredom to the ma- 
lignant afpe&s of the ftars, unaccuftomed inunda- 
tions, and divine anger of heaven: this evil would 
by no means obey the application of remedies; fo 
that the cure of it was entirely defpaired of, and the 
people refufed their affiftance to the miferable fick, 
who of their own accord left their homes, and kept 
company with fome juggling mountebanks or for- 
tune-tellers. 

Some others, who either faw or read a defcription 
of the fcurvy, itch, leprofy, evil, @&c. began to com- 
pare thefe diforders with this new one, by turning 

| the 
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the Greek and Arabian doctors fignifications to their 
own purpofe. Thefe being. verfed in fcholaftic ele- 
gance, warmly difputed the matter for argument's 
fake againft fuch as, candidly confeffing their igno- 
rance, affirmed that a new difeafe very perni- 
cious was come to affli& mankind:. thefe were ac- 
counted the leaft learned. It would be vain in me 
to dwell longer on this queftion, after.the elucidation | 
of this matter given us by the moft folid labours of 
the learned Affruc, who, according to moft people's 
judgment, has given the moft ample account of it.* 
_Freindium’s+ writings too, of the origin and progrefs 
of the Lues Venera, defe Phe to be read. 

.This difeafe had its beginning much about the 
time that Cerzffopber Columbus returned from the 
difcovery of America, as his fon Ferdinand teftifies 
in his hiftory of his father’s hfe; having alío for 
. fome time accompanied him in his voyages, he made 
ufe of the letters and notes of his father, in his 
defcriptions, from which he did not in the leaft vary, 
{till adding what he was an eye-witnefs of.t The lit- 
tle tract, from whence I have taken thefe, deferves 
to be sedi: it was written by an eminent doctor, 
who chofe to conceal his name, neither fhould he be 
named, ^. 

But he undertook many voyages to America, 
Firft he departed from the port of Palos, on the 3d 
or 4th of Auguít, 1492, then returned the 13th of 
March, 1492. "He makes a fecond voyage on the 25th 
of September, 1492, returns from America to Spain 
the 8th of June, 1496. He goes out the third 
time on the the 3oth of May, 1498, and returns the 
20th of November, 1500. His fourth and lafft 
voyage was from the gth of May, 1502, to the be- 
ginning of the year, 1505, when he returned to 
Spain. $ 


B 3 As 
* De Morb. vener. lib. I. toto. t Hiftor. of phyfic, 
part 2. p. 336. ad p. 586. T A differtation on the origin of 


the vesereal Gifeafe, pi 10, 1r. $ Ibid. p. 12. 
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As therefore the time of difcovering the new world 
does fufüciently coincide with that in which this di- 
{temper appeared in Europe, it is no wonder that a 
new world fhould produce us a new dileafe. But 
all who were not of this opinion, for the molt part, 
believed it not to be a new one, but known from 
antient times. 

But this fkilful author makes ufe of two kinds of 
arguments, to prove that the venereal difeafe was 
not. brought from America into Europe ; the firft 1s 
anegatve argument, viz. Thole authors who wrote 
the voyages of Chriffopher Columbus, were filent in 
regard to the Lues Venerea; his fecond argument 
endeayours to prove, that this difeafe had its exift- 
ence in Europe, before Columéus returned from his 
firft American voyage. 

All acknowledged the negative argument to be 
of lefs weight in determining the contention, befide, 
the caufe of that filence in thofe late authors, about 

he inftitution of this difeafe, may be owing to fome 
other motive which might oblige them to this filence, 
as may be feen from the above hiftory ; where the 
reafon for not mentioning any thing of the Lues Ve- 
nerea on Columbus’s return from America, appears 

very clearly. 
.. "For itis known by what has been now faid, that 
Columbus was feven months on his firit voyage to the 
ifland of Hifpaniola ; that he delayed there to explore 
the riches of the new world, and then return; is it 
then credible that he employed any part of his time 
in fearching out the American dileafes; whilft the 
other more important object occupied his cares? It 
is rather more probable that he was entirely igno- 
rant of this difeafe. I therefore fhall conclude, that 
he could give no account of it in his firft voyage, 

— [tis farther argued, that Columbus, in his return 
being diftreffed for the want of water, put into 
Lifbon, where he met with a kind reception from 
king John the fecond, who cloathed all the Ame- 
lo ricans 
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ricans he had brought with him in fcarlet : from 
whence the author would infer, that the Portuguete 
muft have been infected with this difeafe, if thofe of 
the Spanifh fleet, or the American paffengers, then 
laboured under it. But their fhip only put in there 
the 4th of March, and failed for Spam the 13th 
of the fame month ; fo' that the time of nine 
days could not be thought fufficient for propagating 
this difeafe in Portugal by the Americans ; neither 
could it be communicated by the feamen in cleaning 
their veffels, taking i in water, guarding their fhip, or 
by their der marine Occupations ; and Columbus 
undoubtedly prefented the foundeft of his Ameri- 
cans to the king, that they fhould not contract any 
ailment from the reft, if in cafe they were infirm or 
difeafed in the voyage. 

. Nor would the captains of fhips, who put into the 
{ame port through neceffity, allow their crews to 
wander about without leave for attending fome neceí- 
fary call, efpecially as they were generally ready to fail 
again; for they well knew that the tempers of fail- 
ors muft be fubjected to ftrict or fevere difcipline, 
as they are prone to diforderly behaviour, and a de- 
fertion from their ftations; which inconveniencies 
it was thought imprudent to expofe the onc hee of 
Portugal to. 

Thefe reafons, which feem fufficient to demonftrate 
why the Portuguele were not then infected with that 
difeafe, at the fame time account for the filence of 
the authors, who wrote of Columbus’s firlt voyage: 
when he arrived in Spain, his failors fucceffively 
went to fee their friends as ufual upon thefe occa- 
fions ; and if any amongít them were infected, the 
difeafe muft have been then propagated : it may be 
that all its confequences were not immediately 
known, as the body nourifhes this difeafe rather 
with a flow than a quick progrefs, and as the Spa- 

4. niards 


* A differtation on the origin of the venereal difcafe, p. 15, 14, 
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niards muft have been ignorant of the nature of this 
new evil in its commencement. | 

It happened at that fame time, that a new expe- 
dition into America occupied the attention of all 
people, and Columbus, on the 25th of September, 
1493, failed there with feventeen fhips, and had a 
profperous voyage that fame year. 

The companions of Columbus's firlt voyage might, 
during their fix months ftay for a fecond voyage, have 
become infected ; forthe poifon might continually glide 
through the blood during this time ; 5 OF it might be 
that it t had not yet been known to be of fo dangerous | 
and contagious a nature.« Then as Columbus’s lecond 
voyage was longer than Ys firft, not having return'd 
until the 8th of June, 1496, the Spaniards could 
during this interval of time obferve the progres of 
the diieafe, and all its foul fymptoms, with more 
convincing fpeculation. 

That this might be the cafe appears by the words 
of Oviedo, taken from a learned author ;* for he fays, 
he had feen one of Columbus’s companions, who re- 
turned with him from America in 1496, named 
Mofes Peter Margarita, who continually complained 
of a very bad {tate of health; he believes him to 
have fufiered the fame torments that attend the ve- 
nereal difeafe, though he faw no ulcers or buboes on 
his body. Thus Oviedo had cognizance of this dif- 
eafe and its figns, at Columbus’s return from his fe- 
cond voyage ; "and as he knew the figns that accom- 
panied it, he muft have before known it in its ma- 
turity : it is therefore natural to imagine, that it had 
footing in Spain, before Columbus’s fecond return. 
He tells us he had perfect knowledge of this difeafe, 
and fufpected this man to have contracted i it, though 
no external figns of it appeared on his body; he 
farther adds,T that immediately afterwards, in 1496, 
this difeafe invaded the court, though it at firft 

attacked 


* A differtation on the origin of the venereal difeafe, P. 29; 
gnd in note. t Ibid. P. 3e. 
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attacked the common people ; and its origin was cer- 
tainly held to proceed from pernicious venery. ‘This 
is a reafon why Oviedo makes no mention of this dif- 
eafe in Columbus’s firft return, as he then knew it not, 
for it but gradually increafed: At the fecond time 
of Columbus's continuance in America, and at his 
return in 1496, many were afflicted with it, and ob- 
ferving that many of thofe who returned in the fame 
year wish Columbus from America, were afflicted 
with it, he might juftly have concluded, that this 
Lues Venerea was brought from America into Eu- 
rope; where it was until then unknown. 

If therefore this foul diforder was, by the habitude 
of venery, fo foon contracted and begun in Spain, as 
in the year 1493, it will not feem wonderful that it 
vifited Italy and France in 1495, as hath been al- 
ready obferved. 

Another kind of argument fupports this difeafe's 
pre- -exiftence in Europe, before Columbus's firtt re- 
turn from America: this is infifted upon and proved 
by a learned author, and the united teftimonies of 
Baptifia Folgofa and Cafpar Torella,* who will have 
the Lues Venerea to have been already known in Eu- 
rope, in the beginning of the year 1493, juft at Co- 
lumbus’s return from America, March the 4th. 

But. the teftimonies of thefe two authors cannot 
be altogether depended on, for Folgo/a fays,] Que 

eftis ( ita enim vifa eff) primo ex Hifpania in Italiam 
allata, ad Hijpanos ex ALthiopia, brevi totum orbem 
terrarum comprebendit : ** This plague (as itis fo ob- 
*« ferved to be) was firft brought from Ethiopia 
* into Spain, from Spain into Italy, and then fpread 
* in a fhort time round the world.” But Ca/par 
Torella fays, that the difeafe began in France, in the 
year 1493 ; fo that it came in the manner of a con- 
 tagion into Spain, the iflands of Sicily in Italy, and 
fo ranged over Europe; or if I may fay, over all 


the; 


* Ibid. p 1 A differtation on the origin of the venereal 
Ea lib. T ‘ap. TY. in fine, p. 29. 
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the earth :+ befides, it is to be obferved, that when 
Torella wrote a treatilfe of the pudendagra, publifhed 
m :497, at Rome, in which he ftiles himfelf bifhop 
of St. Fufta, he fays, that as he then occupied himielf - 
during ten years in ecclefiaftical affairs, he could not 
well difcharge himfelf in the practice of phyfic ; befide 
he feemed not to be a religious obferver of truth, for 
he heaped many fhameful adulations upon Caefar 
Borgia, one of the moft abandoned men of the age, 
in his Epiftola Noncupatoria, and in this treatife of his, 
entitled, de Dolore in pudendagra, which he publifhed 
about the year 1500. This work contains a dialogue 
between the common people and a phyfician, where- 
in the Lues Venerea and its origin are difcuffed T as 
follows: Gallis manu forti Italiam ingredientibus, €9 
maxime regno Partbenopaeo occupato, 69 ibi commo- 
vantibus, bunc morbum detectum fuifle. | Ideirco ab Ita- 
lis Morbum Gallicum cognominatum effe, imaginanti- 
bus, ipfum Gallis connaturalem effe: in Gallia vero, 
quia, in reverfione Regis Carol cum [uis in Galliam, 
bic morbus apparere incepit, credentes. Gallos. eum ex 
Neapoli apportaffe, banc ob caufam morbum Neapoli- 
tanum vecavifle.|  ** A {trong body of French going 
** into Italy, had occupied the Neapolitan empire, 
* and having a while remained there, this difeafe 
* was difcovered. This amongft the Italians was 
‘“* called the French difeafe, they imagining it'to be 
** natural to thefe people, becaufe it began its ap- 
** pearance amongít them at king Charles’s return 
** thither with his people, who believed. it. to have 
** been brought from Naples, and for that reafon 

** called it the Neapolitan difeafe.” | 
Therefore, as thefe two authors difagree in their. 
accounts, their teftimonies admit not of that fupport 
that a learned author attributes to them.* This he 
is fenfible of, whilft he waves the opinion § of thefe 
| authors 


^ 


T Aftruc. de morbo véner. tom. 2. p. 569. 1 Id. 9 
| Ibid. p. 572. § A differtation on the origin of the ve» 
nereal difeafe, p. 17. * Ibid. p. g. 
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authors in another place, and contents himfelf in 
demonitrating the Lues Venerea to have been known 
in kaly and France, about the beeinning of the year 
1495, or at leaft in the month of. June 1 in the fame 
year : how this might have been, has been before ex- 
plained. 

Yet from thefe arguments a learned author's 
opinion is, that nothing is more certain than that the 
Lues Venerea is an epidemical diftemper bred in 
Europe, and carried by Europeans into America. 
He ftates the caufe of this epidemical conftitution to 
be due to many great floods in various inhabited 
places of the elobe, attended with an unaccuítomed 
temperature ‘of the air. It is very certain, that the 
worít of infirmities are produced by fuch caufes; 
but it is equally certain, that the Lues Venerea was 
never before produced by them. We learn from in- 
numerable obíervations, that the moft malignant 
fevers are engendered by them in men who inhabit 
thofe places "where the floods leave a quantity of | 
mud, which putrifies by the heat of the weather. I 
have enlarged more upon this fubject in the chapter - 
de morbis Epidemicis ; but it does not appear that the 
Lues Venerea ever had its birth from any fuch caufe 
in our times. From hence I cannot therefore fee: 
where this difeafe could have its origin. 

Sydenham, Y whom an expert "author amongft 
the moft fpeculative obíervers of epidemical difeafes 

very defervedly pr aifes, believes not the Lues Ve- 

 nerea to be an epidemical diforder bred in Europe, 
but brought to us from fome diftant region; nor 
does he think that the contagion of the " endemial 
difeafe ought to have abated, whilft it is transferred 
from a hot i into a cold region ; in no wife could an 
argument be maintained againit that opinion, fta- 
ting this epidemical difeafe to have been brought into 
the moft hot countries by feamen, where it largely 
operated, 


* A differtation on the origin of the venereal difeafe, p. 7 Sy 
j Epiftol II. refponf, p. 211. | 
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operated. Befides it has been remarked, that the 
northern parts of Europe have not at all been free from 
the Lues Venerea: for Fracaftorius { thus obferves : 
Conflat, aut eodem. tempore, aut fere eodem, C9. in Hi- 
Jpania & Gallia, & Italia, €9 Germania, 69 tota fere 
Scythia, vifam fuiffe : adde, quod predixiffe illam aftro- 
nomos certis ante annis, non parvum indicium efl, aliud 
ipf fubeffe principium, quam fimplicem contagtonem : 
* That much about this time it was feen in 
* Spain, France, Italy, Germany, and almoft all 
* over Scythia; add to this, that fome certain 
* aftronomers predicted about it, not many years 
* ago; which is no fmall teftimony that it’ has 
* fome origin different from a fimple contagion :” 
for it can fcarcely be conceived, how this evil could 
fo foon and extenfively fpread, if merely from con- 
tagion it took its birth: he therefore firmly believes, 
jt hence attacked innumerable people, though no 
contagion had preceded. | 
But the following aphorifm fhews how a conta- 
gion may be communicated to a found body in 
various manners, fo that a difeafe may follow; 
and it feems very probable, that whilft this new dif- 
eafe made its attack in the beginning, that men 
were not guarded againft the contagion, until they 
feverely felt that great care muft be taken not to 
converie with períons infected : moreover, as it is 
not only a troublefome and painful, but alfo a fil- 
thy diforder, many would conceal it; whence many 
others have been infected by it. It is to be re- 
marked alfo, that an epidemical difeafe cannot fub- 
fift for any long feries of years, but whilft they are 
received from other fubfequent difeafes ; for they | 
become filent and entirely vanifh, and in fome years 
after return again: this manifeftly appears in Mor- 
pilis, Epbemera Britannica, the {mall pox, the mea- 
fles, the Dyfentery, &c. 
But the Lues Venerea entirely differs from the 
manner of this epidemical train: for from the: firft 
time 
i Lib. IT. de morbis contsg. Aphrodifiac. p. zor, 


SeC.1441. The VENEREAL DISEASE. 13 
time in which it was known, it conftantly remained, 
never difappeared, was always an infamous conta- 
gion; and though fome change might have been 
obferved in its fymptoms, (more of which hereafter) 
it has continued to reign for above two hundred and 
leventy years, and a great number of infected per- 
fons ftill remain. Was this ever obferved in any other 
epidemical diforder ? Moreover it is not to be won- 
dered at that phyficians will fometimes difagree in 
fuch-like enquiries ; ; yet this will not hurt the fick. 
I have here freely given my opinion, befides I wil- 


lingly leave the fame liberty to all others ftudious of 
this matter. 
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HIS isa contagion contradied by ge- 
neration, fuckling, touching or hand- 
ling, faliva, fweat, a genital liquid, exhalation. 


It is remarked, that by this contagion the difeafe 
may propagate from one infected perfon to another; nor 
is this denied by thofe who affirm that the Lues Ve- 
nerea was not brought into Europe by contagion ; 
but that it was. produced to us by fome other epi- 
demical caufes ; nor that the American inhabitants 
had not contracted this difeafe from the Europeans. 

Then as the Lues Venerea is defervedly termed the 
lafh of fenfuality, it may be propagated chiefly by 
impure venery ; yet men who fometimes live the moft 
continent and fecure. from infection, may by divers 
|. other manners contract this foul difeafe. 

. By generation.] It will not feem wonderful that the 
infants of thoíe parents infected with this diforder, 
«come forth defiled into the world; forit will after- 
wards be manifeft, that the venereal virus, mixt with 
circulating humours, may be carried off from the 
mother before it be again depofited in certain parts. 
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of the body, yet the living foetus will continually par- 
take of the defiled humours of the infected mother ; 
fo that the contagion may be engendered in the womb 
before birth. Labat* teftifies, that American infants 
have been infected at their birth, though even their 
parents and nurfes were found, (or as he prudently 
adds) at leaft feemed to be fo; but this teftimony 
feems to be of no great moment, as he affirms the 
Dutch, in the fame place, to have been immediately 
infected on arriving at their American colonies, , be- 
fore they had any connections with the: female na- 
tives of that country ; but theíe enjoyed better 
health in thofe places where the pools were after-. 
wards dried up, and the ftagnated waters begat mo- 
tion; and efpecially after thick woods were cut down, 
the trees eradicated, the winds uninterrupted in their 
courfe. But before all this could be perfected, it was 
remarked, that the firft colonies of thefe Hollanders 
laboured under very malignant fevers, and other di- 
{tempers entirely different from the Lues Venerea, 
which he feemeth to have confounded with them. | 
An infant may be infected in the womb of the 
mother labouring under this difeafe. This feems 
to be very likely, Imo compertum efl, ab infeéta 
matre partus edi [qualidos, femiputres, ulcerofos, vere 
Syphiiticos: + ** for it is proved, that children 
* come forth filthy, half rotten, full of ulcers, 
* and truly infected with the venereal difeafe.” 
But it is juftly to be doubted, whether the vene- 
real poifon could be infufed into the embrio by 
either of the parents, fo as that the child might 
have no complaint until arrived to adult years, 
and then be attacked with a real venereal difor- 
der, without any new contagion attending it : this 
As Ícarcely credible, as the venereal virus is com- 
municated to children immediately by fuck, or in 
fome other manner; and then it miferably preys 
on 


* Nouveaux voyages aux ifles d'Amerique, tom. IT. p. 12a.. 
T Aftruc, de morb, vener. lib, II. cap. I. p. 121. 


Ld 


x 


Sect. 1441. The VeNEREAL Disease. 1$ 


on thofe parts it occupies, according to. many judi- 
cious obfervations. /fruc t (fo fkilied in the fteps 
of this diforder) Confirmat, fe mumquam obfervafjes 
Iuem veneream, vere fic dictam &9. patbognomonicis figuis 
confpicuam, jure quafi baereditario, in infantes. tran|- 
mifjam: ** affirms, that he never has truly: obferved 
* the venereal difeafe, in the manner it is repre- 
* fented by the pothognomic figns attributed tq 
.** jt, tranfmitted by hereditary infection to chil- 
* dren.” But that the patient's reputation might be 
preferved, together with peace. between man and 
wife, fome prudent phyficians, though almoft con- 
vinced of it, feem to ftart it as probable; for it is 
fufficient that a doctor knows the prefent difeafe and 
its cure ; for this contagion might have been commu- 
nicated ina manner which he may be yet ignorant of. 
Yet itis to be remarked, that a foetus which lived 
found in the womb, might have been born infected ; for 
if any ulcers are in the privacies of the woman, and 
the infant’s head, or any other other part of the body, 
adhere there for any long fpace of time,. in an un- 
natural birth, itis fmeared with the corruption of 
the venereal contagion, and the midwife may alfo 
become infected; as hath been often obferved in 
fuch acafe. But the virus imbibed in fuch a cafe 
will not remain {till until the child ripens into,years, 
but will manifeft the filthinefs of the diforder in a 
fhort time after the birth.. This fhould be princi- 
pally dreaded, if the infant be thus long confined in 
the narrow pafiage of its birth; for being then im- 
mediately wafhed, according to cuftom, it may 
avoid the contagion; by which the midwife will be 
infe&ed. Antonius Gallus,* a celebrated phyfician 
of Paris, who wrote a treatife in the year 1540, 
De ligne fantio non permifcendo, avers, fe obfte- 
tricem noviffe, que, dum mulieris inquinate partum . 
exciperet, boc morbo. correpta fuit, nulla tamen fatui 
foxa 


T Aftruc. de morb. vener, lib, II. cap. I. p. 121. 
* Aphrodifiac, p. 463. - 
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zoxa communicata. ** that he had known a mid- 
* wife, who had contracted this diforder by deliver- 
* ing an infected woman; yet no hurt had been 
* communicated to the fcetus." This muft be 
owing to the midwife's hands having frequent accefs 
to the filthy ulcerated vagina, before, in, and after 
the birth, in extracting the after-birth, &2c. Therefore 
the fame author + tells us, e//guam moram. effe opor- 
tet, ut corpora banc maculam concipiant: alioqui non 
carerent periculi fufpicione, qui illorum traétant ulcera. 
Hoc autem malum vix ab interiore nafcitur. alteratione s 
fed externa origo. eft: ** that fome delay in the ope- 
** ration muft have caufed a communication of this 
* contagion; and as it may be thus, and otherwife 
* contracted by manual operations, thofe who drefs 
* thefe ulcers cannot be free from fufpicious fears 
* and danger. This diforder feldom arifes from 
** any interior alteration, for its origin is entirely 

** external.” : 
Suckling.] This infeétion will foon be commu: 
nicated in fucking a woman’s breafts, as the follow- 
ing obfervation informs us. f A certain woman 
accuftomed to draw or fuck the breafts of lying-in 
women, had a venereal ulcer in her mouth, which 
fhe concealed that fhe might not lofe her daily de- 
pendance for bread : thus fhe infected fome women 
of the better fort to a miferable degree. The cele- 
brated doctor Barry, having an opportunity of vifit- 
ing thefe infected matrons, was aftonifhed at the 
malignant progrefs of this diforder; which he de- 
{cribes it to be: firft the breafts of thefe women were 
lightly inflamed, then the fkin fell off, then a number 
of red pimples fpread around the excoriated parts 
of the breaft, and from thefe iffued athin ichorous hu- 
mour, which would have formed them into ulcers, 
if {ome medicines were not timely applied to them; 
a little after, their private parts were infe&ted and 
attacked 

+ Aphrodifiac. p. 465. | 
{ Med. effays and obfervat. tom, III. no. xxi. p. 323. & fca. 
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attacked with a vehement itching ; thefe parts were 
over-run with ulcers, from whence a little matter 
ifiued ; and in a little time their bodies were over- 
fpread with pimples or boils; this difeafe thus far 
made its way in the fpace of three months : the huf- 
bands of thefe women were alfo infected and tor- 
mented with fhaneres, from which the venereal pot- 
fon fo foon difperfed, that they had ulcers in the 
infides of their mouths, and red boils all over their 
bodies. 

This woman, who had been the caufe of fo much 
evil, was found when examined to have had a {mall 
ulcer at the root of her tongue, and a large frefh 
cicatrix on the infide of her lower lip: fhe obfti- 
nately denied to have ever had an ulcer where the 
cicatrix was; but fhe afterwards confeffed the truth, 
faying, fhe had concealed the filthy evil, left that 
fcandal or the lofs of her earnings might be the con- 
fequence, if fhe confeffed it fooner. 

_ Though the doctor had then ftrictly examibed her 
all over, he could find no cutaneous eruption about 
this woman ; neither did he find the venereal virus 
to have lodged but in the internal parts of her 
mouth. 

This woman fucked the breafts of many other 
matrons, who had received no damage from her; 
but the reafon of that happinefs was then due to the 
cure of her under lip. 

Infants that fuck the [yreafts of their mothers when 
infected will be alfo inrected, and the greateft part. 
of them perifh ; fo that it is but adding more 
fpeed to the courfe of this diforder, when commu- 
nicated by fuckling; by falivation a phyfician is im- 
‘mediately to labour againft fo great an evil, in fuch 
as appear to be flightly infected. : 

I have myfelf feen a little boy who was fo mife- 
tably attacked with this difeafe, that he perifhed in 
three weeks time ; this was owing to the want of a 
found nurfe, for his had had the palate of her - 
Vor. XVII. C mouth, 
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mouth all torn with venereal ulcers of a filthy na- 
. ture; I was called upon too late to affi(t her with 
any remedy. We read that a whole town had been 
totally infected, and that other women noted for 
their charity, had given their breafts to two infants 
then caft out and infected with that difeafe. * 

By touching or handling.] If the midwife had 
been infected in the manner before faid, in affifting 
-the lying-in woman, it js no wonder that the fame 
danger will attend thofe who venture to touch thofe 
‘places where all this venereal filth remains. 

By fpittle.] Which of all other caufes is the 
moft dangerous, if lafcivious youths kifs women 
who have. venereal ulcers in the infide of their 
mouths ; but as this is a. prelude to coition, it can 
be hardly determined whether (to the kiffes and 
meeting of their tongues alone (as the young {ons 
of Venus exprefs themtelves) the enfuing diforder 
fhould be afcribed or not; if the chafte matrons 
-were infected by the foul woman’s fucking their 
breafts, it 1s eafy to apprehend the fame danger 
from the lips and tongues not covered with a thick. 
kin; if the venereal virus be communicated by the 
faliva to thofe parts, does this virus eafily unite it- 
felf with the faliva? So many believed whilft they 
faw the virus expelled by falivation. 

By fweat.] AH men have known the cure by 
perfpiration, efpecially after the ufe of a large de- 
-coétion of guiacum wood, which has often proved 
the moft fpeci&c remedy for the venereal diftemper 
(of which we fhall make mention hereafter); in fuch 
-a cafe, the virus flows from the body all over the 
furface of the fkin ; from whence it will be dange- 
-rous to fleep in the fame bed with infected períons, 
efpecially if they fweat plentifully ; for the vaporous 
-{weat exhaling from the infected body, may be eafily 
reforbed, at leaft by thofe parts of a found man 
where the vefiels are more ipongy and apt to im- 

| —. bibe 
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bibe that moifture ; in like manner it is believed to 
be communicated by bed-cloaths, linen, or other 
wearing apparel, if ufed by a found man after an 
infected períon ; the propagation of this difeafe may 
be fo termed when ípread by fomentation; * and 
this contagion is to be dreaded by thofe who drink 
out of the fame veffel with an infected perfon, or 
wipe their mouth or lips with the fame napkin. 
This celebrated author relates many more cafes in 
the fame place, which he collected from different 
authors who argue the poffibility of fuch an infec- 
tion. 

But as all thefe were taken from the narrations of 
infected perfons, there 1s fome reafon to fufpect them 
to be nothing more than a fictitious impofition. As 
thefe infamous connections are fhameful, it is proe 
bable that the men and women, who ftill uphold the 
caufe of fuch a diftemper, have a more uncontefted 
right to acquire the venereal difeafe. 

Yet as from the poifon of the meafles, it appears 
that they are engendered by a fomes; they can 
alfo be quickened and propagated. A celebrated 
author fubjoins the following íentence: In fumma, 
nollem equidem eam contagionis viam pertinaciter. ne- 
gare — — Verum enim vero vellem multo minus eun- 
dem contagionis modum pro comperto admittere, cum ex- 
perimentis, que omni exceptione majora fint, nondum 
liqgueat. ** Upon the whole, I would not indeed 
* obftinately deny the progreís of that contagion ; 
* yet I would not take this contagion for granted, 
* fince it is not proved by unexceptionable experi- 
** ments." 

Yet the teftimony of Hildanus feems to be of 
great weight ; for he fays, he fometimes obferved that 
the venereal difeafe may be contracted from the fweat 


er cloaths, or the excremental ulcers of perfons in- 
fected 4 


..* Aftruc de morbis venereis, lib. II. cap. L. p. 122. 
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fected ; nor does he bring this affertion from a vul- 
gar example. | 

A noble young lady, fifteen years of age, was 
amongít a parcel of bacchanalians, where fhe, and 
fome other girls took the indecent liberty of 
changing cloaths with the young men : thus vefted, 
fhe felt great pain and an itching about her pu- 
denda, and immediately en boils and malignant 
ulcers broke out. She, thróugh fhame, concealed the 
evil until overcome with pain, and being no longer 
able to walk, difcovered it to her mother: Hildanus 
being fent for, found part of the neck of her blad- 
der, and womb; and pudenda, with moft filthy ul- 
cers, which eat away to her inteftinum rectum, to- 
gether with the fphincters of the bladder, and in- 
teftinum rectum already corroded ; from whence ast 
incontinence of her excrements enfued. She la- 
boured under very grievous pains, attended with a 
continual burning fever for fome days, until fhe 
died. j 

This miferable young lady, even to her death, 
affirmed fhe had never had any connection with a 
man: then, upon examination, the young man 
whofe breeches and cloaths fhe had put on, was 
found to be moft feverely infected with the Lues 
Venerea. 

Some other obfervations teach us, that a man 
may be infected with the point of a furgeon's lancet, 
in bleeding a found man immediately after the fame 
operation upon a diftempered perfon. We have: 
many fuch fingular obfervations from the celebrated 
Aftruc, * but firft let thofe we have from Schenckius 
I be defervedly read, concerning this new diítem- 
per in Moravia, which the people ;called Brunnum 
Gallicum. In the year 1577, on the 11th of Decem- 
ber, the winter being then very fharp, all thofe 

T who 
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who went to a bagnio, having applied cupping- 
elaffes and fcarification, were attacked by a diftem- 
per which had almoft every fymptom of the venereal, 
which in fome remained concealed for eight days, ia 
others during a fortnight, and in fome others du- 
ring a month ; then fome unufual heavinefs, dejec- 
tion of fpirits, a forrowful countenance, and grim 
looks preceded this diforder; a burning heat raged 
through all the fweling traces of the cupping 
glaffes, which was followed by a train of boils and 
putrid ulcers: it was a wonder, that all the tracts 
of thefe glaffes did not turn into ulcers, for only one 
or two of them at the molt did fo; and a woman, 
who had fifteen of thefe glafies applied to her, had 
but three ulcers from them. The boils deformed 
and defiled the body, together with ícurfy ulcers 
and foul fcabs, which difcharged a thick corruption 
and tough mucus, rather like pale white corruption, 
than good matter. In the progrefs of the dileafe, 
fome icales grew upon the head into hard lumps or 
warts, which, when broken or cut, difcharged a 
vifcous matter, in the flow manner that trees do their 
gum, or fweat by a watry difeafe attending them 
alfo ; all this was attended with nocturnal acute 
pains, chiefly about the back and fhin-bones: 
though many were thus afflicted, it appeared that 
they were only thofe who at the bath applied the 
cupping-glaffes and f{carifications to themieives ; for 
they were all alike tormented with the fame evils. 
— The chief magiítrate enquired into the caufe or 
erigin of this diftemper, with all poffible care ; 
but could find no fault with the mafter of the bath. 
The fervant was then fufpected, who for the agility 
and promptitude of his hand in the operation, had the 
office of icarifying delegated to him. He, rather 
terrified with threats than diftrufting the juftice of 
his caufe, betook himfelf to flight, nor did he ever 
appear; from hence no certainty of the caufe re- 
mained. Some more accounts of difeafed períons 
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are afterwards given, who laboured under this di- 
ftemper ; from which it plainly appeared, that this 
diftemper would yield to no other remedies but thofe 
commonly ufed to cure the venereal difeafe. 

* From Botallus we read another example of the 
Lues Venerea communicated by fomes, to a man 
who drank out of the fame veffel with another, who 
was infected with that diforder; nor do the rea- 
fons, which Borallus believes to fupport the truth of 
this matter, appear unworthy of regard. The per- 
fon difeafed was a man of approved credit, nor bad 
he any reafon to conceal any other caufe fo affidu- 
oufly: befides, the man from whom he faid he had 
received it, was well known by Botallus to have la- 
boured for fixteen months under that diforder, in 
the moft racking torment: Off quoque marium non 
levis impendebat caries, && fauces [emper aliqua flamma 
follicitabat: ** a deep caries alfo attacked the bone 
* of his nofe, and fome burning heat troubled his 
* jaws." Botallus attended this maa and. his bro- 
ther; but the other who had been infected by drink- 
ing out of the cup, fuffered no evil in any part of 
his body for the firft two months afters: excepta labii 
inferiora ora, que a demiffo infetto. cratere paulo poft 
pruritu quodam levi, mox ulcere, coepit efflorejcere, nulla 
‘tamen de boc merbo fufpicione fufcepta: ** except in 
* his lower lip, where the infected cup had touched 
* its infide; a little after, it began to itch a little, 
* and prefently an ulcer began to work off the 
* fkin, yet he never fufpected to have received this 
** diforder." But,:as it will hereafter be manitefted, 
that part of the body to which the venereal virus is 
applied, is wont to be affected firft, all the reft of the 
body, over which the diftemper entirely fpreads it- 
{elf from.an ulcer bred there, and then depofites it- 
felf in many places again. 

By the genital &uid.] This manner of communis 
cating this.diftemper is, of all others, the moft fre- 
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quent and certain ;" which nobody has ever doubted 
when the diftemper was known. 

By exhalation.] It is juftly doubted, if thefe hu- 
mours which exhale from all parts of the fuperficies 
of an infected man’s body, can propagate this evil 
at a diftance, without any contact. I have never 
known a found man to have been infected by any 
experiment of this kind; then as this has not hap- 
pened thefe two hundred and feventy years, that 
this diftemper has been on foot, it is not very likely 
that it can be poffible. 

Befides, this venereal contagion fees (as will be 
hereafter faid) to be entangled with mucofe: thick 
humours: hence it is not fo moveable after being 
thus united with thefe, as if it had been alone. But 
it is certain, that whilft by mercury and a decoction 
of guiacum the humours are freed, the venereal vit 
rus is difpatched’ from thefe bonds by which it fo 
intricately adhered, and is exhaled from the body, 
and fo difperfed through the ambient atmofphere, 
1o that whilft the fick were accuftomed to be kept 
in a warm air, the moft part of the faculty dreaded 
fome evil from thence, nor ftayed long with fuch 
patients. But I have on purpofe enquired whether . 
it-ever happened that thofe who attend thefe fick in 
hofpitals, where many more fick lie in the ward, 
have ever been infected by them, whilft they daily 
continue for hours together in fuch an air. But 
I have never known that happen. 
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ND it ufually manifefts itfelf firft in 
that part by which it is contracted. 


It for the moft part, or at leaft Ve a pears 
from what has been before faid, that the effect of 
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this contagion manifefts iticlf.in that part of the 
body to which it is applied; for when this diftem- 
per is contracted by fuckling, it manifefts itfelf 
about the nipples of the breatt; that is, if the in- 
fant has infected the nurfe: and on the contrary, 
venereal ulcers will breed on the lips, tongue, jaws, 
and other internal parts of the mouth of the infant, 
if the nurfe infects it. That man mentioned in the 
precedent fection, who was infected by drinking 
out of the fame cup with another man, firft con- 
tracted the difeafe in the infide of his lower lip, and 
the firft mark of the difeafe appeared there. It is 
well known, that as often as boils are bred by im- 
pure venery in the genital parts, they degenerate 
into little ulcers in a fhort time; the diforder then 
follows, attended with all its train, if not diligently 
watched : but whether the virus of the difeafe can- 
not be received immediately by the imbibing veins 
of the parts to which it is applied, and fo mixed with 
the circulating humours as to infect them, convert 
a part of them into its own nature, and afterwards 
be depofited in various parts of the body ; or whe- 
ther it 1s always required that the place through 
which the virus enters, fhould firft be affected with 
it, fo as to be enflamed, corroded, ulcerated, and fo 
as almoft to become a poifoned tomes, in which as 
if it were lurking in a neft, it converts the humours 
to its own nature, part of which being abforbed by 
the veins, then defiles the whole mais of humours 
by fuch a contagion, is a doubt. I have judged that 
this neceflity cannot univerfally appear ; for on the 
contrary, it js very probable, that the venereal virus 
being made active by violent venery, may be com- 
municated to the body without any previous fenfible 
hurt to the genital parts by whith the diforder is 
contracted. ^ JAEN CWICLT 
And we fee this confirmed by the beft authors 
who wrote of the Lues Venerea; fo Fracafforius * 
sn» sd | | informa 
* Aphrodifiac. p. 169. | 
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informs us, that this diforder manifefts itfelf not 
immediately, but will fometimes lurk for a month, 
íometimes for two, and alfo very often during four; 
yet it is attended with fome certain figns of an in- 
vading difeafe, heavinefs, laffitude, and palenefs 5 
Tandem, quod in majori parte aderat, ulcufcula que- 
dam circa pudenda oriebantur. ‘* iv fine, for the 
** moft part fome little ulcers are bred about the 
* private parts :” where it is to be remarked, that 
he mentioned not thefe little ulcers to have been 
bred in all thefe patients, but only in the greater 
part of them ; befides, he does not affert thefe ht- 
tle ulcers to be immediately bred in the pudenda, 
from the venereal virus ; or whether they fucceeded 
i. At leaft, thefe little ulcers which followed the 
contra@ion of the contagion, are not objected in 
the firft place in the enumeration of its fyniptoms. 

For in either cafe, thofe blifters which break forth 

through the fkins of thefe miferable people, grow 
into very large lumps, which in a few days change 
to the worft and foreft of ulcers: but this happens 
not by an application of the difeafe to that part in 
which it isfound, but is imbibed by the blood in 
which it lay concealed ; and is depofited in. various 
parts of the body: certainly in thofe at leaft who . 
had no ulcers in the pudenda. 

Some matters fimilar to thefe, are read in Bernard 
 Somitauus.| He informs us, that the manifeit figns 
of the Lues Venerea will not appear for two, three, 
orfour months. Nam ille (morbus) videbatur delite[- 
cere, &3 de futuris aliorum calamitatibus €9. fupplicüs 
meditari. Signa autem latentis mali recenfet hec: cor- 
poris inertia, fegnities preter laborem, gravitas mem- 
brorum, laffitudines [pontanee, lentor C9. tarditas alite 
onum, fomnolentia fere afidua, macies corporis, virium 
fublatio, perturbatio animi, moeror, diffidentig, metus, 
pallor faciei, fub oculis nigror, vultus, novitas, ma- 
mium C9 plantarum calor, & alia plurima. ‘+ For this 

* difeafe 


P Aphrodifiac. p. 1051, 1952. 
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« difeafe feems to lie hid and fhew itfelf alfo, as 
* jf meditating future calamities and | chaftife- 
.** ments. But he recites. the figns of this lurk- 
* jng evil to be an inactivity of body, a wearinets 
* beyond what labour would occafion, gravity of 
* the members, fpontaneous laffitude, a flownefs 
* of action, almoft conítant fleepinefs, a leanneís 
“ of body, a decay of ítrength, a perturbation of 
* mind, forrow, diffidence, fear, palenefs of the 
* face, blackning under the eyes, change of coun- 
* tenance, heat of the foals of che feet and palms 
* ofthe hands, and many more." He after adds, 
that in many more a caries hath been feen to take 
root, which bore corroding ulcers, &c. from whence 
it may be again concluded, that forme have at leaft 
received flc. venereal virus, though no evil appears 
in the pudenda. 

This is confirmed by a cafe from Dan, Turner. * 
A man who for a certain time led a military life, 
freely confefied to have lived not very chafte du- 
rng that time; having obtained his difcharge, he 
married a woman who was chafte, found, and mo- 
deft, and had many children. by her; they lived 
together very chaftely, and no fign of a gonorrhea 
or any other evil had ever attacked him., Though 
in his ftate of celibacy he had conneétions with 
other women; yet, once after coition a light ex- 
coriation was perceived by him on the glans of the 
penis, which fpontaneoufly, or by rubbing a little 
pomatum or candle greafe was immediately cured ; 
yet this is known to be a chief diagnoftic fign of ve- 
nereal ulcers, that they obttinately refift the com- 
mon methods of cure: from whence it appears 
that nothing of the venereal had adhered to the ge- 
nital parts. 

Yet this man fome years afterwatds laboured 
under the quinfey, which was cured by letting 
blood, purging, and bliftering: but as the fame 

evil 

* Siphylis hiftor. xvi. p. 297, & feq. 
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evil re-affumed its fury, he confulted doctor T'ur- 
ner about it: the do&or found the parotids 
enflamed, and one of them ulcerated; with a 
hole in the palate, which admitted the broader 
end of a probe with a rent, and by which the dif- 
eafed man could find the fmoak pour fometimes 
through his nofe, when he fmoak'd tobacco. The 
probe. touched no bone, when thruft into the hole, 
becaufe a part of the bone which formed the roof 
or palate, it is plain had been eat away; but the 
flefh around the hole was fungous. The doctor ap- 
plied a fumigation of cinnabar to him, which ex- 
cited a falivation, and carried away the diforder; 
but the hole in the palate of the mouth ftill re- 
mained wide enough to contain the end of a finger. 
He lived feven years in found health after the cure, 
and afterwards, being ftruck with a malignant fever, 
died. | 
Thefe and many other cafes which I have feen, 
oblige me not to ftate the learned Affruc’s affertion 
asa general axiom of practice. Virus nunquam ad- 
mith, nifi ea pars, qua admittitur, primum affetia 
fuerit.™ Monet fequentia: De Lue Venerea, quoties 
morbi locales praeluferint, ex teviortbus quidem fignis 
judicandum eft : fi vero nulli praece[ferint, neganti opi- 
nioni adbaerefcendum, vel ad fummum, quod reipfa eodem 
recidit, judicium cauté cebibendum, dum figna patbognomo- 
mcaplura, urgentia, certo certiora, vem in. apertiffima 
Íuce collocent. — Proinde facile condono, ut de faéti ve- 
ritate ulterius inquiratur. — Neque enim obfuit unquam, 
profuit vero uon femel, de iis, que evidentifima vide- 
bantur, queftionem moviffe. ** Whenever the virus 
** is received, that part by which it is admitted, 
** is always firft affected ; but 1 entirely agree with 
* that celebrated man who dire&s us in the fol- 
** lowing manner. Concerning the Lues Venerea as 
* often as local diforders preceded a certain one, 
** it is to be judged by lighter fignals ; but if none 
* had 
* De morb. vener. lib. II. cap. iii. p. 945 95, 
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* had preceded it, the negative opinion is to be 
adhered to; or we muft at leaft carefully with- 
“hold our judgment, till many and irrefiftible pa- 
* thognomonic figns place it in the. cleareft light. 
* Therefore I eafily forgive a clofer enquiry into 
** the truth of the fact, when made ; for it never 
* was of differvice, but rather of great fervice more 
** than once, to call thefe things in queftion, which 
* feemed moft evident." ! 

Nor do thefe circumftances which a celebrated 
author * relates of other poifons, íeem to prove 
much. Whilft the {mall pox is applied to the little 
wounds made in the fkin, thefe places are generally 
inflamed and ulcerated by it, until the infection be- 
gins to operate. This is true ; but when it fpon- 
taneou(ly comes, without the art of incifion or inno- 
culation ufed to a man, who can determine the 
place to which the contagion at firít adhered, be- 
tore the whole body is over-run with it ? Whilft the 
hydrophobia approaches, obíervation teaches us, 
that the wounds made by the bite of a mad dog 
become inflamed, and that the fcars of thofe wounds 
which have been already healed, will then burft 
epen again ; but it is as certain, that the faliva of 
a mad dog has produced that cruel evil without any 
previous wound; as appeared in the chapter of ca- 
nine madnefs. 

The venereal virus therefore, when not yet entan- 
gled with tough humours, or "elfe when treed from 
them, is fo very minute, and even imperceptible by 
the fenfes, that it can find its way. into the mafs of 
circulating humours, apd be carried with them 
through every part of the body. : 

It is fully as active after the lurking in the blood, 
and has the fame effect as if externally applied ; 
from whence it may happen, that whofoever hath 
this venereal contagion in his body may have na 
fign of it externally ; yet that contagion may af- 

terwards 

* De morb. vengr, lib. ii; cap. 5. p. 94, 95. 
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terwards be depofited in certain parts of the body, 
with a train of humours which it has affimilated to 
itfelf, and produce evil effects: but it fometimes 
happens, that the virus abforbed by the venereal 
ulcer of the gland, though not large, may be de- 
pofited in various parts of the body, and then en- 
flame and ulcerate them. I have fometimes feen ve- 
nereal ulcers on the infide of the mouth, in a few days 
after the infection, though it may be that fuch little 
ulcer folely indicated a venereal contagion to have 
been received from impure venery ; nor can it be 
always afcribed to lafcivious kiffes, fince even the 
whole fkin was at the fame time fpotted with 
blotches, or venereal pimples, or the evil was de- 
pofited in different parts of the body from its firft 
fomes, If therefore, the virus obforbed from a fmall 
venereal ulcer can infect the whole body, cannot 
the fame happen when an imprudent man is promp- 
ted to criminal connection with a diftempered wo- 
man? fo that the venereal poifon may be mixed 
with the humours, though no injury appear on 
any external part of the body; though no gonor- > 
rhea nor venereal ulcer precede it, and confequently 
merely from the contagion abforbed. 

The faculty have juftly confidered, whether the 
actual prefence of the venereal virus in the body, 
can be diicovered by any figns before it is depofited 
in any certain place of the body, and manifeits it- 
felf by fome fenfible effect. 

If we attentiyely confider what are read of the 
 Brunnus Gallicus, of which mention has been made 
in the preceding fection, the health of the in- 
fected will appear to have been impaired by that 
diftemper*; for it is faid that the figns of its received 
fury de not immediately break forth, but will fome- 
times remain dormant for fome months. Interim in- 
fueta quadam ignavia, feu terpore, gravati, pigri, feg- 
nes, inertes ad confueta munia obeunda, amimo quoque 

abjecto, 


* Schenck. obfervat. med. rarior. lib, VI. p. 816, et feq. 
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abjetio, triftes vultu, cum nec mens, neque manus 63 
pedes, officium facerent, veluti umbre, non bomines, 
palm oberrantes confpiciebantur. Nativus faciei color 
in pallidum, vigor ipfe oculorum in torvum, cir- 
culo fufco, ficut mulieribus. menftruatis, deformem, 
fubito, immutatus : frons exporrectior in caperatam &9 
nubilam degeneraverat. ‘* In the mean time they are 
« attended with unaccuftomed heavinefs, floth, in- 
* activity of body, dejection of mind, a forrowful 
* countenance, a dulnefs of the eyes, encircled with 
. * black like women at their periodical times , pale- 
* nefs of face already deformed, the mind, hands, 
* and feet, ftill refufing their offices, or only at- 
* tempting to perform them; lke fhadows rather 
* than men, as they but appear to wander about. 
* The forehead more ftretched out degenerates into 
* angry frowns and horny wrinkles." If thefe figns 
be compared with thofe others, I have before noted 
from Bernardus Tomitanus, they will appear alike, 
and to be thofe which each author ufed in de- 
fcribing the Lues Venerea, whilft it lay hid in its 
feed. But Tomitanus, in the year 1576,* died 
of the plague in Padua, at the age of feventy 
years, confequently could have heard nothing of the 
Brunnus Gallicus ; and it 1s by no means credible, 
that Jordanus Brunus, who faw the dittemper with 
his own eyes, deícribed the fymptoms of the con- 
cealed infection from ''omitanus. — 

But it is firft to be obferved, that after the firft 
fteps of this diforder, it betrays itfelf by manifett 
figns; for the venereal virus was depofited in fome 
certain places of the body, and not yet feparated 
from the humours; for example, Vefligia cucurbi- 
tularum turgefcentia extemplo. ardor invafit immenfus 
et immedicabilis, quem fadi abfeefus, &9 ulcera excepere 
putrida, fanie taboque fluentia, Cgc. “ Violent and 
** obftinate heat invaded the fwelling traces of. the 
** cupping-glaffes, which afterward broke forth into 

** foetid 


^ A&ruc. de morb. vener. tom. il. p. 766. 
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- * foetid boils and putrid ulcers flowing with a filthy 
* corruption,’ &c.° Perhaps the inftrument, by 
which the fcarifications were made, was infected, and 
left the virus in. thofe places it cut; which might 
have remained for fome time there, and afterwards 
become a&ive fo-as to produce the worft of ulcers. 
But then, thefe foetid ulcers would have broke out 
in all the fcarified places: but the hiftory of this 
diftemper teaches us different; for there * we read 
as follows: <dmiratione dignum initio, quod e tot af- 
fixis cucurbitis, cum alii decem plus minus, tres quoque 
tantum nonnulli, opponi juffiffent, una duntaxat, aut 
ad (ummum due (focrut Laurentia. fartoris e quinde- 
cim tres) ex its omnibus in fadam tranfiverant vomi~ 
cam: * Inthe beginning it is worthy of admira- 
** tion, that from fo many cupping-glaffes applied, 
* that fome ordered ten at leaít, others lefs, or three 
* only to be applied, that one or two only at the 
* moft, (out of fifteen, put on the daughter-in-law 
* of Laurence the taylor, three only) fhould turn 
* into foetid running fores." From whence it ap- 
pears, that the virus of the diftemper did not ad- 
-here fixed to the fcarified places, but that the health 
-was difturbed, and the virus was mixed with the hu- 
mours in a wonderful manner; and afterwards de- 
pofited in thofe places, which it ravaged by a foetid 
ulcer; ita ut caro, cucurbite ambitu circumfepta, cor- 
rofa, putrefcens, tetrum, ut e Telephiis a Phagede- 
micis ulceribus, fetorem infexerit, ‘fo that the flefh, 
within the circuit of the cupping-glafs, was every 
** where feized, corroded, and putrified with corrup- 
“ tion, fo as to difcharge a ftench of cankered fores." 
In the courfe of this work, when we come to 
fpeak of the venereal buboe, it will evidently ap- 
pear, that the Lues Venerea for the moft part ma- 
-nifefts itfelf in that part p which it is contracted, 
but yet not always. 


SECT: 


* Scherick. in loco modo citate, 
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OR hath it ever taken its rife from 
any man or woman not infected with 
the fame diíeafe. 


It fully appears, from what hath been faid, that 
the Lues is the moft contagious diftemper, and that 
it is moft extenfively fpread by contagion, admits of 
no manner of doubt; but before in Seét. 1382, and 
1409, where treating of contagion in general it was 
.Íhown, that contagion necefiarily pre-fuppofes two 
men, one from whom the contagion paffes, and ano- 
ther who receives the fame in himfelf, and grows 
ill by the fame diforder as the firft. 

But if we confider this matter, we cannot deny 
that the firft of mankind who laboured under this 
contagious diforder, had not contracted it without 
any communication of a contagion from another 
man; for it implies a manifeít contradiction, that 
he who firít laboured under any difeafe, fhould have 
received infection from another man; as therefore 
the firft who laboured under this difeafe was infec- 
ted without any contagion, why fhould. not the fe- 
cond, third, &c. alfo? From fuch-like caufes which 
produced the diftemper in the firft, many may be af- 
fected in the fame manner. 

But it was proved in the paragraphs juft now 
cited, that difeafes may fpring from manifeft caufés 
in the human body, which difeafes are the effects 
of thofe caufes, and yet the body of the fick man 
may be changed by thofe fame diteafes, fo as that he 
may infect other men who had not been expofed to 
thefe manifeft caufes by which the difeafes were pro- 
duced in the firft fick man. 

. But where the contagion once takes birth, there 
Is no need that the fame caufe which produced the 
diforder 
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diforder in the firft fick man, fhould always remain ; 
but that the fame difeafe may go on to exercife its 
force on others, by communicating a contagion, 
which, whoever can avoid, will remain free fom 
the difeafe, as was proved by many more obfervations 
in thofe places already cited. 

From hence it is underftood, why certain diforders 
are derived from certain regions where they are ende- 
mial, and only brought by contagion into other re- 
gions ; which contagion being once overcome, the 
difeafe takes no fecond birth, unlefs the fame con- 
courfe of caufes happens which produced the difeafe 
in the firft man who laboured under it; yet this very 
rarely comes to pafs, and in certain regions never. 

But I have known no obfervation by which it can 
be demonftrated, that the Lues Venerea hath taken 
birth in Europe without a contagion. 

Neverthelefs, as the firft who was attacked with 
the Lues, had contracted it without a contagion, he 
ought to have bred it from one or more caufes con- 
curring with this filthy difeafe. The faculty were 
very affiduous in the fearch of fuch caufes, whilft 
they carefully explored this new diforder; and, as is 
cuftomary in fuch cafes, they divided into different 
opinions. 

It was before faid, that the Lues Venerea was 
afcribed, in its firft origin, to fome certain afpects 
of the ftars, inundations, and various other caufes ; 
but then it was alfo proved, that fuch caufes had 
often exifted in Europe before this diftemper was 
known there, and alfo afterwards ; yet It was never 
obferved that the diftemper was thereby rendered | 
more general or virulent. 

Many * have belieyed that the leprofy had dege- 
nerated into the Lues Venerea; and its origin was 
attributed to a famous harlot, whofe favours were 
obtained for fifty pieces of t gold by a foldier of fome 

. Vor. XVII. military 
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military order ; which harlot had the leprofy. Then 
as this youth, and many more, often frequented this 
woman’s company, more than forty of them were in 
a few days infected, and the evil was extenfively . 
fpread among others *. 

But as the celebrated Afruc excellently remarks T, 
that Felix Platerus, during forty-three years fuccef- 
fively, had infpected into the nature of the leprofy, 
and having many occafions for employing himielf in 
fuch obfervations, well knew that difeaíe: but he 
afferts the leprofy to be a difeafe quite different from 
the Lues Venerea, whofe figns and fymptoms he very 
diligently fearched into, becaufe the knowledge of 
that difeafe was then very neceífary, whilft the Lues 
was believed to be fpread to fome diítance by con- 
tagion ; and therefore the chief magiftrate ordered the 
found to be feparated from the difeaied, and appointed 
particular hofpitals for the poor, where they might 
be cured. / | 

But as this diforder 1s chiefly propagated by co- 
ition, many have believed that this Ícourge of fen- 
fuality had principally taken its origin from unbridled 
luft; at leaft this caufe cannot properly be affigned 
for its origin in Europe, neither would it have lain 
hid there for fo many ages, if it had its origin from 
thence. The manners of the ancients were very 
depraved, as hiftory informs us; yet we find no 
trace of the Lues Venerea in antient hiftory, not 
even in the poets, who feverely lafhed mens immo- 
rality, without {paring the vices of the age. In what 
lively colours would Juvenal, Horace, Martial, &c. 
deícribe the miferable victims to this difeafe, if they 
faw thefe mutilated fons of venery, fome with their 
nofes cut off or torn, or boils flowing with filthy cor- 
ruption? From whence it may be concluded, that. 
the coincidence of thofe caufes, from which the dif- 

| temper 


* Aphrodifiac. p. 903. + De morb. vencer. 
gom. Il. p. 878. | à 
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temper might have had its birth without any preced- 
ig contagion, was not yet obferved im Europe. 
But in the torrid regions, where women are ob- 
ferved to have their courfes more acrid, where no 
difficulty attends the defire of any ravifher, where 
the men furioufly rufh on with loofe reins to venery, 
it does not feem entirely improbable that the filthy 
difeafe had its origin there. It at leaft feems a pro- 
bable conjecture of frac *, which he thus pro- 
pofes: Cum ergo in omnibus terre locis, ubi Lues Ve- 
nerea antiquitus endemia fuifle videtur, eundem aéris fer- 
vorem cum pari incolarum impudicitia coujundium fuiffe, 
manifeflum fit, baud inanis iude locus eft colligendi, mor- 
bum natura ndédoii quo regiones. longiffme diffitee, C3 
inter quas nulla fuit commercii communio, fimili modo 
infeftabantur, a fimilt cauflarum earundem concurfu, in 
quo tanium convenirent, generatum olim fuiffe, S gene-— 
rari etiamnum, fi indigene mu[dem moribus vivant. 
* ‘Therefore, as in all places of the earth where the 
* Lues Venerea feems formerly to have been ende- 
* mial, it is well known that a fervent temperature 
* of the air had been joined to an equal impudicity 
** of the inhabitants, there feems reafon to conclude, 
“ that a diftemper which had prevailed with the fame 
* fymptoms, in regions diftant from one another, 
* and between whom no commerce had ever been 
** carried on, was generated in all by the concurrence 
** of the fame cauies, and may be produced again, 
se a the inhabitants live in the fame immoral man- 
E' hes | 
Many others would have the Lues Venerea to Has 
had its birth from a mixture of nations and aflemblage 
of their various dileafes, which ail met together at 
the camps before Naples. But the celebrated Mor- 
gagni + makes the following remark: Quafi vero iés 
in caftris major fuiffet nationum commiftio, quam Rome 
quondam, cum unum idemque fcortum. pateret. Cattis, 
2 Germanis, 


eH. 1. cap.odi. p. 9$ + De fedibus et caufis 
morborum per anat, indagatis, tom. II. p. 370. 
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Germanis, Dacis, Cilicibus, Cappadocibus, Indis, Ju- 
dais, Sc. q una tum Rome derat natio Americana, 
quacum qui commer cium per fe, aut per alios faltem, ba- 
buiffent, in caflris illis non deerants ut unde nova non 
morborum collectio, fed Lues, in Europam venerit, intel- 
djgatar : * Asif in that camp a greater mixture of 

nations happened than formerly at Rome, where 
* one and the fame proftitute was expofed to the 
* Germans, Tranfilvanians, Cappadocians, Indians, 
* Jews, &c. the American nation only was then 
* wanting at Rome; but in that camp there was no 
* want of perfons who had commerce with all other 
.** nations, at leaft intermediately, to fhew from 
* whence this Lues, not affemblage of difeaies, had 
«€ its origin." 

But though it cannot be denied that the Ameri- 
cans often ufed bad victuals, yet the origin of the 
Tues Venerea cannot from thence be deduced, as the 
celebrated Aftruc || demonftrates by more proofs 
than one, at leaft in befieged cities in Europe ; or 
when, for other caufes, a fcarcity of provifions dif- 
treffes the miferable inhabitants, and the worít of 
diforders have been bred; but the Lues Venerea ne- 
ver was of their number. From whence it may be 
very juftly concluded, that the Lues Venerea did not 
fpontaneoufly take birth in Europe, but was propa- 

ated by contagion ; $ which is chiely communicated 
E coition, by kiffing, or at the breafts. For 
though that celebrated “author, Antonius Mufa Bra- 
favolus denies not that it may be communicated by 
other means, fuch as fleeping in the fame bed with 
one infected, drinking out of the fame veffel, &c. 
with bim, yet he obferves, addendum effe, ad boc ufque 
tempus non effe vifum, neque cognitum, quod quifpiam - 
af f per coitum, vel ofculum, vel mammas, bunc mor- 
hui receperit 5 * that even unto this day it has not 
* been: 


i Martial, lib. VII. epig. 29. | Lib. I. cap, xil, 
tpm. I. P 99. & feq. $ A phrodifiac, P. 674. 
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« been known that any perfon had received this dif- 


«& egfe, unlefs by kiffing, fucking at the breaft, or 
ae! By, coition.’ | 


SEC T. MCCCCXLIV. 


AHE part infected (Sect. 1442) is at 
divers times truly known, chiefly by a 
diverfity of contagious matter iffuing from the 
infected place, by a degree of heat, by a change 
of conftitution, by itching, heat, a foft in- 
flammation, by a rough, fcaly, whitifh; mu- 
cofe, corroding puftule; not to be cured by 
common medicines. 


As the Lues Venerea is fo grievous an evil, and. 
as it is rendered worfe by delay, every phyfician 
ought therefore to apply his labours, that it may be 
known at its firft appearance. Sect. 1442 informed. 
us, that this diftemper is wont to manifeft itfelf firft 
in that part by which it was contracted ; but it was 
alfo faid, that fometimes the venereal virus is mixed 
with the mafs of humours, without leaving a trace 
in that part by which it was contracted ; but the con- 
tagion, if not by good fortune carried away from 
the body, as fometimes feems to be the cafe, it 
changes a part of thofe humours with which it 
Bowed through the veffel into its own nature; and 
this evil, fo "borne in a man found before, will be 
depofited in various parts of his body, and begin tó 
adhere there, and fo produce various evils. 

In this fection we muft treat about thefe mor- 
bid changes which appear in various parts of the 
ibe whilft the contagion adheres to them, whether 
‘by immediate contact of an infected perfon, or whe- 
ther by a depofition of contagious matter before 
mixed with the humours, and now removed to thofe 
parts of the body. 


12 3 According 
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According to the variety of the places infected, a 
diverfity 1s manife {tly obferved ; for as moft parts 
of the body are covered with a rough fkin, but fome 
want thefe ; ; foit has been olet ved: that whilft mid- 
wives feel the genital parts moiflened by the vene- 
real corruption a long while, they mult be affected 
by the diforder, where a contagion of a moft efh- 
cacious malignity muit penetrate the hard fkin, fo as 
to infe& the body, or raife an ulcer in that fkin. very 
hard to be cured; as the fame is often obferved in 
the back of the penis, whilft the fkin, by impure 
coition, is corroded by a foetid ulcer : but where 
the corruption breeds in thofe parts of the body 
which have no fkin, and ceteris paribus, the virus 
more eafily penetrates, yet not always fo, that this 
dangerous evil follows; fo it is well known, that 
the cutis does not cover the noftrils and lips, but the 
epidermis only, as it does likewife the whole internal 
bone. So it is with regard to the breafts of a wo- 
man, and the interior part of her genitals, in the 
glans of the penis, andin the internal fuperficies of the 
prepuce. 1 hefe feem to be more eafily infected alo . 
by a lighter contagion, whilft the parts covered with 
fin are better defended. So 1 1s generally obferved 
that the Jews are lefs fubje& to infection, if in the 
fame circumítances ; for as the fore-fkin 1s cut off 
from them, the lea glans of the penis is conti- 
nually rubbed by their cloaths, and thereby rendered 
more callous; hkewife that between the. fore-fkin 
and the glans, nothing can be collected to prevent 
the activity of the virus, and therefore it is much 
worfe and more acrid. -For this reafon the franum 
of the prepuce, in thofe who have it’ fhort, is fo 
frequently corroded, viz. by the lodging of the vi- 
rus fo readily upon it. 

Of contagiousmatter.] The whole hiltoiy of this 
difeate teaches, that divers degrees of the malignity 
may be obíerved in the contagious matter of this. 
diftemper; It-will hereafter appear, that there are 

venereal 
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venereal gonorrheas very mild as yet, from which 
the matter, changed from white to ftraw colour, 
diftils four the penis, and attacks the urethra with 
a light painful heat. From fome othets this matter 
comes forth of a deep yellow, and from others green- 
ifh, corroding and affecting the urethra with into- 
lerable pain, while the urine 1s difcharged ; the veffels 
corroded, and the urine is bloody. In the worft of go- 
norrheas however, if proper medicines be applied, we 
fee the worft'and molt acrid contagious matter gra- 
dually amend, until, with remarkable decreafe of 
all the fymptoms, it comes away whitifh, or a little 
yellowifh, and in a {mall quantity, and at length 
ceafes altogether. 

But it is ; eafily underftood, that a woman muft be 
infe&ted with the fame virulence as the man was with 
whom fhe was connected. This obfervation holds, 
if the diftemper be confirmed; and not any one 
part, but the whole body be infected. What the 
celebrated Aitruc has written, concerning the variety 
of the contagion, deferves to be read. am 

By a degree of exciting heat.] As it feems that 
this diftemper was formerly bred in the hotteft coun- 
tries without any contagion, at leaft in the firft man 
"who laboured under it, as was faid in the precedent 
fe&ion, it feems very poffible that the activity of 
the venereal virus might have been increafed by a 
greater degree of heat ; from whence it has been ob- 
ferved, that this difeafe hath fometimes made fuch 
avock in the burning regions of Africa. It is alfo 
obferved, that the bodies of infants and boys nourifh 
this foetid difeafe more readily : for by engaging in 
-venery, their bodies are in general hotter than thofe 
of the adult. '"Whilft filthy proftitutes are incited.to 
venery by handfome young men, it is to be feared, if 
they are infected, that the contagion will be more 


violent. 
D 4 E: 
* Lib IT. cap. fii, p. 94. & feq. | 
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It is conftantly obferved, that thofe of the infected 
who indulge themíelves with hot wines, aromatic {pices, 
and fpirituous liquors, feel an increafe of all the 
evils of the difeafe. Phyficians are often grieved that 
fuch patients fhould become difobedient towards the 
finifhing their cure by mercury or decoétions, and fo — 
defpife thofe falutary precepts of art, as to give 
.themfelves up to excefs of gluttony and drinking, 
until a return of the difeafe again fhews itfelf, arifing 
from fome minute virulent particle which had not 
yet been expelled from the body, fo that improper. 
or bad diet agitates it again in fuch a manner that the 
evil remains, and they and the phyficians hopes 
fcandaloufly fail of cure. 1 | 
It is true that the fick are kept in a warm air, 
whilft the cure is attempted by falivation or decoétion ; 
but the intention then is, that the humours, loofened 
by the force of thofe remedies, may be driven out of 
the body by falivation or fweating, with the venereal 
virus that adheres to them. Sofar it conduces to 
a cure, when the fick live in a warm climate, during 
the expulfion of the difeafe from the body, then their 
ftrength is fuftained by foft diet, and what had been 
loft is again reftored to them. 
Rendering the ftrength of the contagion more 
active by heat, 1s a very different thing from expel- 
ling that evil by a heat prudently increafed, the hu- 
mours being firft diffolved. From hence likewife, in 
hot regions, the cure of the venereal difeale will be 
fooner and more happily effected, if proper methods 
are applied. | | err 
From a diverfity of conílitution or air] It fol- 
lows, from what has been before faid, that men of 
ahot conftitution are fooner and more vehemently. 
. afiected by the contagion of this diftemper ; «and that 
_in cold and phlegmatic-conftitutions, and fat cor- 
pulent men, this diftemper is entangled by flow and 
vifcid humours, and is more hard to be extricated 
from them, as will be treated of hereafter. 
by 
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_ By itching, heat, a gentle inflammation, a little 
blifter, &c.] What may appear changed in that 
part by which the contagion of the Lues Venerea was 
contracted, is now to be ítricly enquired into. 
Thefe things were all accurately defcribed, * where 
that part by which a contagion firíl enters lies open 
to the eyes. Ibi enim macula rubella obfervatur, que 
varicle nafciture, aut morbilli, fligma, vel morfum 
pulicis, ferme refert. In bac eger pruritum levem, ca- 
lorem moleftum, «ix dolorem, fentit. Elevatur papula 
bec, fquamulamque cuticule attollens bullulam elevat, 
ques, fi latice tenui, pellucido, diftenditur, rupta dein 
facile fanari, abfque. ulteriori malo, folet: ‘ For 

** there fome red {pots are obferved, which are much 
** like a nafcent {mall-pox or meafles, pimples or 
flea-bites. Here the patient feels a light itching, 
** and fome troublefome heat, fcarcely to be called a 
* pain: a blifter here rifes ; lifting up a knob raifes 
** alfo fome fcales on the fkin, which if covered by a 
** thin pellucid fkin, and then breaking, it will be. 
* eafily cured, without any farther evil.” jg 

For the {kin being broken, the contagious particle, 
together with a moifture or water to which it ad- 
hered, flows out; nor does it leave any trace of evil ;- 
as it is but thin, it fails of that tenacity by which the: 
diforder might have been entangled and fixed in the. 
place. 

Quoties vero macula modo deferipta in tuberculune 
affurgit repletum materia fubalbida flavefcente, fpiffa 
inflar cremoris lactis recentis, vix coberente,. fed inftar 
eju[dem cremoris defluente quafi, quando, intercepta di- 
giis, borum a fe invicem abduttione lenta remittitur s 
que exficcata, ex viridi flavefcens, indurefcit cum lin- 
Ies, quibus inbeeret y. tum femper finiftri magis ominis 
erit malum, fufpe£tum prudenti medicoy neque adeo facile 
Janabile. Cancrum feu idiotifmo chirurgi jam vocare 
folent.- ‘* But as often as thefe {pots now deferibed 
“ rife into a fwelling, filled with matter turning 
* from 


[14 
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** from white to yellow, about the thicknefs of new 
** cream, no way vifcous; for being taken between 
* the fingers, it falls into broken drops, when. 
** gently preffed and feparated by them; thin, turn- 
«ing from yellow to green, as it dries and hardens 
* upon the linen it adheres to, it always gives a bad 
** omen of this diftemper, which is fufpected by a 
* prudent phyfician to be not fo eafily curable. 
* Surgeons have called it a chancre, becaufe it 
** obeys not the common remedies," feeds gradually 
upon neighbouring places, and if it 1s covered with 
a-cruit, and feems to be almoft dry, many more 
fuch take birth again, with every property of the 
former. 

The firft trace of the Lues Venerea in that part of 
the body it firft intected, was wont to appear in fuch 
form whil(t the contagion adhered to that place. For 
if that contagion, by the great heat of the air or the 
conftitution, had become very active and moveable 
by fervent venery, it fometimes remains not fixed in 
the external integuments of the body; but being ab- 
Íorbed by the imbibing veins, it is mixed with the 
humours, and converts a part of them into its own 
nature. This morbid matter is afterwards carried 
to the exterior habit of the body, and produces fimi- 
lar puftules, as hath been before faid, in Sect. 1442. 

And it is fometimes obferved, for I myfelf have 
feen the venereal virus already received in the blood, 
and afterwards depofited in the fkin, produce fpots 
of a dark red, hardly raifed, which: become rough — 
and fcaly, and after many fucceffive fcales, brake 
and change to venereal ulcers; which daily difcharged 
a large quantity of corruption, turning from a yel- | 
ow colour to a green. "T 

From whence it appears that the danger is alfo the 
greater, if the venereal virus immediately entered the 
blood, without affecting that part which it firft 
touched; for though the morbid matter be after- 
wards again feparated from the blood, and depofited 

^ 1 
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in other places, ftill an augmentation of the morbid 


matter appears; and it is not in the power of the 
phyfician to direct fuch a removal to thofe places 
where it may be depofited with lefs danger, and more . 


. eafily cured. For fome fad cafes teach us, that not 


\ 


only the exterior, but interior parts of the body have 
alfo been moft foully infected, as the following fec- 
tion will inform us. | 
— Aftruc * hath not undefervedly taught, Statuit Vi- 
rus Venereum partibus, quafcumque affcit, ruborem, 
calorem, tenfionem, dolorem, uno verbo phlogofim, vel 
inflammationem adferre, ** that in thofe parts affected 
* with the venereal virus, rednefs, heat, extenfion, 
* pain, and in a word, a fiery inflammation is pro- 
* duced." Yet this inflammation is flow, and runs 
with an eafy pace to its period; for it turns not into 
an abfcefs fo very fuddenly after as in other inflam- 
matory difeafes, nor does the departure of the inflam- 
mation follow ; but an acrimony ftill remains, which 
occupies the parts of the body, nay even the bones 
are not excepted, which it confumes and deítroys 
with a flow putrefaction. 3 
But though thefe figns, which occur in a place 


occupied by the Lues Venerea were exactly de- 


Ícribed, yet we muft be very careful in proceeding 


according to thefe diagnoftics ; for though the phy- 


fician might have a juft fufpicion of this foetid difeafe, 
prudence requires that we denounce it not rafhly, 
unlefs the patient acknowledges to have incurred the 
danger of catching the diftemper. Many are accuf- 
tomed to deny that very obftinately, and heap con- | 
tumely and ill treatment upon the phyfician who da- 
ringly fufpected any fuch matter. The reputation of 
the patient, together with the peace of his family, 
will undoubtedly require to be always confidered. . ° 


^* Lib.IL cap. ii. p. 89. & feq. 
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SECT. MCCCCXLV. 
E ^ROM hence it firft, and for the moft part; 


infects its external neighbouring parts, in 
its growth, with ulcerous puftules of a fimilat 
nature; from whence the internal parts, thé 
lips, gums, palate, tongue, jaws, nofe, brain, 
fiver, lungs, melt, womb, &c. become alfo 
infected. | 
The venereal virus hath this in common with 
other contagious difeafes, that if it had been received 
even in the moft found human body, it can change 
the found humours into its own nature, and fo be 
increafed in quantity. It 1s manifeft from what has 
been faid about the fmall-pox, that the leaft particle 
of the contagion entering into the found body, and 
mixed with the humours, ío changes them, that 
in elght days time the whole body is overfpread 
with the pock burfting with matter, the leaft drop 
of which will communicate the fame diforder to a 
found perfon. Hence it appears how müch the con- 
tagion of this diforder can increafe and be mulu. 
plied. In à canine madnefs, the itch, plague, &c. the 
fame obfervation holds. Therefore, as the Lues Ve- 
nerea is propagated by contagion, dimanat ab «gris 
im [anos feminium, five mia[ma quoddam morbificum, 
quod, pauca quidem, imo paucifima, quantitate, C9 in- 
confpicuis viis, fano corpore infinuaium, dein copia; 
viribus, efficacia, fimul invalefcens, totam humorum 
mafjam tardius citiufque inficere valeat, atque peffun- 
dare: **it Ípreads its feed, or a certain morbific 
* virus, from the fick to the found: though even 
in the fmalleft quantity and by the moft occult | 
means it may be infinuated into the found body, 
it afterwards infects the whole mafs of humours 
by its force, its quantity and efficacy, and will, 
** fooner 


i 
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.** fooner or later, mafter it.” * Therefore as the 
. eontagious particle may be very minute in the Lues 
Venerea, and equaily as in other like diforders it 
may be moveable enough in its nature, it may feem 
probable that it can be fpread through the air by 
light caufes, and propagated ata dittance, as is cer- 
tainly known concerning the contagion of the fmall- 
ox. Venereum wirus non 1 conftat partibus tenuibus, levi- 

bus, volatiliius, penetrabilibus, que in auras fpargi pof- 
a fi int, que in diftans evolent, que firictiffimos pores celer- 
rime pervadant, fd craffis, ponderofis, fixis, que com- 
municari non poffint, mifi calore exaltentur, nifi partes 
 ebjecle rare mt és permeabiles, ni contacius inter- 
cedat immediatus et fatis diuturnus: + ‘ But the 
** venereal virus confifts not of flender, light, vola- 
** tile, penetrable parts, which cannot be {pread in 
* the air, which fly to a diftance, or lightly enter - 
** the narroweft pores; for they are thick, heavy, 
** and fo fixed, that they cannot be communicated 
except that they are raifed by heat, and that the 
** parts objected be rare and paffible, and unlefs the 
** contact precede and be of fome continuance.” + 
Then the venereal diftemper is accuftomed to creep 
on with a flow pace, but yet not always. For fome- 
times this infection, bred from a local evil, will prefently 
 manifeft and diífperfe itíelf, in a fhort interval of time, 
all over the body. Ga/perus T orrello, | who wrote about 
the end of the fifteenth century, in a few years 
after this diftemper was known in Europe, relates 
the following cale of a young man of twenty-four 
years of age, qui rem habuit cum muliere habente pu- 
dendagram ; quare eodem die ipfe. fuit eodem morbo in- 
, fectus ; quee infecho incepit apparere in virga ; ut folet 
ad plurimum aliis evenire : nam fequenti die apparuit ulcus 

in UIT Sa, cum quadam duritie longa, tendente verfus in~ 

guina, ad modum radii, cum forditie, C9 virulentia. 
- Poft fex dies, ulcere feni curato, arreptus fuit ab inten- 
Jfiffimi 

* Aftruc, ibidem. Ibidem, v. 9e. 
$ A phrodifiac, P- 545- Lo p 


46 The VENEREAL Disease. SeG.1445. 


Siffinis doloribus capitis, eolli, fpatularum brachiorum, tibi- 
arum, et coffarum, et prafertim in eorum mufculis, cum 
maximis vigiliis, a quibus molefl abatur non mft in nocte poft 
primum fomnum. Elapfis poflea decem diebus , apparuerunt 
multe pufiule, in capite, facie et collo, &c. ** who 
* had connection with an infected woman ; where- 
* fore he was that very day infected with the fame 
* difeafe; which infection began to appear in his 
. * yard, as it ufually happens to others. The fol- 
« lowing day an ulcer appeared on his penis, with 
** a certain long hardnefs, large and tending towards 
« the groin, which burft forth altogether with a 
« filthy foetid matter. In fix days atter, he being 
* half cured of that ulcer, he felt very grievous 
* "pains in his head, neck, fhoulders, arms, fhin- 
** bones, ribs, and efpecially in the mufcles of 
* thofe parts ; with want of fleep, but not till after 
* his firft fleep. Ten days having elapfed, a num- 
* ber of pimples or blifters appeared on his head, 
% face, and. neck, ubl | 
That hiftory proves the venereal diftemper to have 
been difperfed all over the body in a fhort time, 
and to have produced very pernicious fymptoms. 
Therefore, as the mafs of this. contagion may be 
very minute, jt ought to appear foon ípread over 
the body, or be received by the veins, fo as to be 


mixed with circulating humours, and infect the. 
whole body. But many more obfervations teach us, 


that the venereal virus can adhere a long while to a 
certain. place, before the whole body is infected ; 
but this can hardly be conceived, unlefs that virus 


by being wrapped up in very tenacious humours, » 


adheres to the part affected. . | 
This is a reafon with the celebrated phyficians 


{tated, that this diftemper, efcaping all the fenfes, ad- . 
hered to fome more tenacious humours, which ferved 


it as a vehicle; for here Fernelius * acknowledges, 
that 
* De Luis Vener. curat. cap. xii. p. 225. : 


x 
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that fubtilty to be fo great, fere corporis expers fits 
** that it is not only light, but that it may be almoft 

'** called immaterial.” Hence, if it is not joined to: 
fome other humours, it cannot ac in the human body. 
Qui enim poffit corpori noftro vim inferre virtus incorpa- 
.* rea? Who or what incorporeal power can affect our 
** bodies?" From whence he adds the following: * 
Quanquam. enim pituitofa videatur materia, veneni ^ 

amen maleficio perfufa, acrimonie particeps. ef : 
** yet the malevolence of the poifon is fpread through - 
** the pituitous matter, which becomes a partaker of 
** its acrimony.” So Fracafforius + thought the fame 
in writing of this difeafe. | | 


~ Perro homine e toto, quod in ipfo fanguine craffum 
Et ferdens lentore foret, foediffima primum 
Corripuit, fefe pajcens uligine pingui. 


And a little after, [ where he treats of the venereal 
puftules which deform the body :. e 


ee 


: - Pufiula fumme 

Glandis ad effigiem, &9 pituita marcida pingui, 
Tempore que multo non poft adaperta dehifcens, 
Mucofa mulium fanié taboque flucbat. 


Helmont | compares the fubtilty of this conta- 
gion to fcented effiuvias, which are generally taken 
as inftances by philofophers to. prove the great divi- 
fibility of bodies, which almoit furmount all ima- 
gination. For it is known chat affafcetida, müfk, 
&c. ipread their {cents through a large room for a 
long time, without a fenfible decay of their weight. 
For, he holds this opinion, eff nimirum Lues non qui- 
dem morbus conftans materia ex qua: fed fermentum 
duntaxat venenofum, folidis vel liquidis noftri partibus, 

odoris 
* De Luis Vener. curat, cap. xii. p. 124. T Siphylis 
Aphrodifiac. p. 186. D. Tt Ibidem, p. 187.. B, 
(|J Tumulus peftis, p. 847. col. i. 
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odoris inftar, afixum: ‘that the Lues is certainly 
“not a difeafe confifting of a peculiar matter, but 
** a fermented poifon fixed to our fluid or folid parts. 
** like an odour.” | 

Whilft the celebrated Boerbaave * confidered thefe 
matters, celeberimus Boerhaave credidit hoc mali genus 
femper. federe in illo humore pingui corporis humani, qui 
naturaliter in bene fanis replet illam partem, quam adi- 
pofum panniculum veteres, bodierni cellulofam membranam 
vocant: ‘he believed that this kind of evil was 
* always placed in that fat humour of a human 
** body, which naturally fills up that part in people 
* in health, which the ancients called panniculus 
* adipofus, and to which the moderns have given 
** the name of the cellular membrane.” . 

For it confifts of many {mall cells, which form a 
body pierced by many very fubtle veffels. All thefe 
little cells lie mutually open to one another, and may 
be wonderfully dilated by very {mall force; from 
whence, in the emphyfema, being filled with air, they 
{well terribly ; and {well in the dropfy, being filled 
with water. And on the other hand, in confumptive 
cafes, thefe little cells will collapfe in fuch a man- 
ner, that they. will hardly leave a trace behind. 

It isto be particularly remarked, that this cellular 
membrane 1s every where fpread under the fkin, and 
that it not only lies upon all the mufcles, but alfo 
furrounds and invefts thern on every fide; and by 
its interpofition feparates the mufcles from one ano- 
ther, that the motion of the muícles may remain 
free ; and the tendons of the mufcles are every where 
furrounded by this cellular membrane, that they may 
be eafily contracted and extended. The fame mem- 
brane expands itfelf round the exterior parts of the 
periofteum, and bones, and jun&ures above the liga- 
ments, and covers all thofe parts; and finally infi- 
nuates itfelf into the bowels, by an expanfion of the 
peri- 


* In Preefatione Aphrodifiaci, 
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peritoneum. * But this fame coat is diftributed 
through the mufcles in fuch a manner, that it infi- 
huates itfelf every where amongft thofe diftin& muf. 
cular fibres; of which the greatet are compofed, fo 
as to fold in and cover all the parts; by means of 
Which thofe mufcular parts which compofe the greater 
muícles are enabled to move with facility, and yet 
with diftinét motions. But as that cellular coat 
Teaches unto the periofteum, and the matter of which 
the marrow is formed is brought by the veffels of 
the periofteum between the cavities of the bone, and 
partly carried back by the veffels of the periofteum; 
it is evident that an eafy intercourfe is maintained by 
the effect of this membrane amongft all the remoteít 
parts of the body. + 

The celebrated Boerbaave hath held it neceffary to 
premife this, that his opinion of the Lues Venerea 
may be better underftood : for he places the chief 
feat of this diftemper in the cellular membrane; 
whilft this contagious evil enters the pores of the 
epidermis, and paffes through the little veffels of the | 
fkin, and works on to the cells of the membrana adi- 
pofa; and mixes itfelf there with the fat; then cor- 
rupts the vifcous oil by its virulence, and is again 
withheld arid cherifhed by the vifcous nature of that 
oily matter. Whence the fat collected in that mem- 
brane forms a neft and vehicle for the venereal con- 
fagion. = fon 

This membrarie is ufually called the membrana 
adipofa, in thole parts of the body where it covers. 
large fwelling mufcles ; for there it contairis a great 
quantity of fat. But where this membrane i: thin, 
as upon the eye-brows and forehead, then it is only 
called thé cellular membrafte; and inftead of a thick 
fat, contains in its.veffels only a mucous humour, 
which is likewife proper to entangle and retain the 
Venereal Lues. 


Wet. XVII : E It 
* In Prefatione Aphrodifiaci, + Ibidem. 
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It may be conceived how ufeful this doctrine is, 
not only for the underftanding the effects of the 
Lues Venerea, but alfo for the curing of this filthy 
difeafe, as will appear from what follows, The 
learned Afiruc * endeavours to overturn this opinion, 
which feems to him to be contra motam veneni, feu 
femenis venerei, indolem, facultatem, invadendi et pro- 
grediendi rationem, ** inconfiftent with the known man- 
** ner of this poifon's growth, its power and manner 
« of attack and progreís." He endeavours to efta- 
blifh this opinion with many arguments, nor does it 
appear ufelefs to confider thefe briefly. 

He firft ftates, that the gonorrhea, fhancres, buboes, 
and warts, are for the moít part to be obferved as 
the firft fymptoms of the diftemper, and that none 
of thefe lodge in the membrana adipofa. But with- 
out difrefpect to fo great a man, whole memory I 
venerate, I muft remark, that he has not fully read 
that moft excellent preface with which Boerbaave 
adorned a colle&ion of the authors who have wrote 
of the Lues Venerea, publifhed in the twenty -eighth 
year of this century at Leyden. I took care that 
this edition fhould go forth more immaculate, be- 
caufe I owed all the matter of it to the beft of 
matters, to whom 1 knew not how to pay fufficient 
gratitude. / "1. CMM 

But it is evident, that the celebrated f 
not attended to that diverfity of this mel 
pofa, which is fet forth in elegant words in that pre- 
face. In illis autem locis, ubi mufcult minimi, minu/que 
agentes, membrana bec adeo pauco pingui inftruitur, ut 
ibi adipofam negent omnes fere, cellulofam tantum ad. 
mittat Ruyfchius. Ita in capite, palpebris, facie, feroto, 
aiunt abefe; fed falfo adeft quippe, at tanto. parcior 
ibi, quam ad nates, quantum elevator palpebre | [uperi- 
eris, vel corrugator frontis, minor eft gluteis. “ But 

ec in 
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** in thefe places where the mufcles are but few and 
* leaft active, this membrane is fuinifhéd with fo 
* little fat, that moft anatomifts deny it to be the 
* membrana adipofa. Ruyíchius only admits it to 
* bethe cellular membrane. In like manner fome 
“ fay, that it is not to be found in the head, eye-lids; 
* face, or fcrotum; bur that is falfe: for it is theres 
* but more fparingly than upon the buttocks, &c." 
It is the opinion of this author, that the venereal 
contagion is entangled and fixed firft in that fat 
which fills the cells of the membrana adipofa, 
namely in thofe places where a folid thick fatnefs is 
{pread over the mufcles; but in other parts; where 
this fatnefs is wanting, or icarcely to be found, a 
mnucofe humour lies in thefe cells, which lubricates 
the parts; and in like manner entangles the virus of 
the diftemper by its vilcofity, and retains it i that 
place; fo that being thus rétaified-it affimilates the 
flowing humours to itfelf: ahd as all thefe little cells 
are open to one another, and this coat is alfo ex- 
tended through the interior and exterior parts of the 
body, the increafed virus may be propagated through 
the whole body, and may produce very melancholy 
evils in various places, as it comes to pais in an inve- 

terate Lues, according to the jufteft obfervations. 
But it is known, that the hollow mucofe places in 
the uréthra caft out fuch a vifcid humour, which de- 
fends the channel of the urethra from the acrimony" 
of the urine, and is moft apt to catch the venereal 
contagion by its vifcofity. From this It Is evident, 
that the gonorrhea does in no manner weaken, but 
rather eftablifhes Boerhaave's opinion, as it will ap- 

pear where the gonorrhea is hereafter treated of. : 
For the fame caufe the moft feetid ulcers fo fre- 
quently break out in the jaws, roof of the mouth, pa- 
late, and in the infides of the noftrils, and around them? 
for all thefe places are perpetually moiftened by a 
copious, mucofe, vifcous humour. The fame alfo is 
true with regard to buboes; for though it may be 
B1 - that 
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that the virus, by being abforbed by the lymphatic 
veins, might have come to the glands of the groin, 
fet thofe likewife are placed in the membrana cellu- 
lofa of adipofa. Befides, anatomy teaches, that the 
glands are compofed. of arteries, veins, nerves, to- 
eether with a certain particular fubftance, which rules 
theie veffels and their various complications, and pre- 
ferves their courfe and variety of. combination; {fo 
that all this apparatus 1s furrounded in common with 
that membranous covering. From hence it is to be 
obíerved, that the glands of the groin are not with- 
out that EU membrane in their fubftance, as is 
proved concerning thefe matters in Sect. 374, of in- 
flammation, and in’ Sect 1225, of the droply ; 
namely, that the cellular membrane is Ipread all 
oyer the body, that almoft all the veffels run into 
füch a cavernous fubítance above mentioned, and 
conftitute a part of the fleth between the fkin and 
bones. Buboes will be treated of hereafter in their 

place. ; 
Boerhaave * clearly explains what is to be con- 
fidered. in regard to the tumours called porra, and 
warts; for he afterwards had remarked, that the glans 
of the penis confifts of a ípongy body, produced by 
the urethra turning backward above two fpongy bo- 
dies of the penis, and adds the following words: 
Altera pars, quee ad glandem conftituendam cum corpore 
fpongiofo urethre concurrit, eff numerofa congeries pa- 
pillarum nervo[arum fententium, que a corona glandis, 
ufque ad urethre | orificium, ordinatis firatis [uperficici 
fabrice [pongiofe incumbit, atque exteriorem ita glandis 
ambitum facit, ut extremi hic: nervi, voluptatis et do- 
loris infirumenta propria, fub tenerrima &landis mem- 
brana extima coerciti, Jibi mutuo. tncumbentes, jaceant : 
hinc penis glans, fi deglubibur hoc extremo involucro, 
liberis, folutis, affurgentibus, his papillis hirta tota, et 
villofa apparet. — Omnes rurfi um he papille tenui mem- 
brana cellulofa difiznctee furt a fe mutuo. Quid fi ergo, 
tenuiffimam 

* In Prafatione Aphrodifiact. 
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tenuifimam tran[zreffum membranam. externam. glandis, 
hanc tpfam exederit, en nudatas papillas has. Sed vak 
quantus tunc dolor ! Utique intolerabilis: neque inter 
Jymptomata venerea vix aliud atrocius excrucians. Si 
tum cellulofa fabrica tenuis abfumitur tabo! Venereo, 
folute papille excrefcunt, facintque verucces Venereas, 
horreudum [ymptoma ; imprimis horrefcens eirca coronam 
glandis , quia plurime ibidem papille. Obeclavi 
et exhorrui terribile hoc malum, quod, echini inftar, glan- 
dem deformans, preputii fere motum omnem impediebat, 
* That other part which concurs with the Ípongy 
* body of the urethra to conftitute the glans, is a 
"" numerous congeries of nervous papilla, which 
* lie along in regular ftrata from the corona of the 
* glans to the orifice of the urethra, upon the 
** {pongy fuperficies, and fo forms the exterior fur- 
** face of the glans; that here the extreme nerves, 
** the proper inftruments of enjoyment and pain, are 
‘© placed under the outmoft and tendereft membrane 
** of the glans. From hence, if the glans of the 
** penis is peeled or fkinned, and this extreme cover 
“ 1s feparated, it will appear all rough and fhaggy, 
* with thefé Jittle papilla rifing at liberty. Again, 
** all thefe papille in the flender cellular membrane 
“are mutually diftinguithed from one another. If 
* therefore the evil, paffing this flender external 
* membrane of the glans, fhould eat into the 
** glans itfelf, then thefe little pilae are ail 
** changed; but with what intolerable pain! for a 
* more excruciating can hardly be known amonett 
** all the venereal lymptoms. If then the cellular 
** flender fabric is confumed by the venereal corrup- 
“ tion, thefe papilla freely grow up and form vene- 
* real warts, which is a dreadful fymptom, and 
** chiefly appears about the corona of the glans, be- 
.** caufe the moft part of the papillze are in the fame 
* place. I have feen this terrible evil, as if it were 
** a hedge-hog deforming the glans, which almoft 
** hindered all the motion of the fore-fkin,” So that 
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if I do not miftake, this difficulty propofed by the 
celebrated Aftruc againfít Beerbaave's opinion, is 
eafily folved. 

Ajtruc takes a fecond argument from the feat and 
figure of the little venereal ulcers, which he has 
ftatcd to appear in vafculis Jabaceis, quibus in viris 
balanus, balani corona, preputium, et franums in 
mulieribus vero cadurda, vulva, pterygia, clitoris, et 
vagina oftium, confita funt; ** in the fabaceous vafculi, 
* in which the balanus, crown of the balanus prepuce, 
** and frenum in men, are feated ; but in the cadurda, 
* vulva, pterygia, and ofteum Ano in women." * 
Nor does he affirm this only of thefe parts which are 
gen infefted by little venereal ulcers, but ftates 
that idem quoque debere intelligi de puftuli "venerets, 
quarum [edes eft in febaceis vafculis, five lacunis, per 
cutem. fparfis, + ** the fame ought to be underftood 
« of areal. puftules, whofe feats are in the íabace- 
** ous vafculi, or the lacunz fpread through the fkin.” 
Anatomy teaches, that fuch lacuna, or furrows, are 
to be found in the fkin, into whofe cavity an oily 
humour is fecreted by the arteries, and afterward 
going out by ftraiter paffages, oils the fkin and 

referves it flexible and foft; and whilft that fame 
E is hindered from going forth by whatío- 
ever it is fharpened in its delay, and diftends the 
liscle bag in which it is contained, and creates tu- 
mours, which fometimes grow to a great fize. The 
li iquor : fecreted in thefe furrows is fat and oily ; if there- 
fore the face of a found man be rubbed with a clean 
white cloth atter fleep, d ghe about the fides of 
the nofe, a greafy fpot will be found on the cloth. It 
cannot be denied that thefe lacunze or furrows contain 
a humour which can entangle the contagion of the 
Lues Venerea; and that perhaps venereal puítules are 
from thence fo often bred on the face. Butit cannotfrom 
thence be concluded, as the celebrated Aftruc would 
Apt : | have 


* Aftruc de Lue Venerea, lib. ix. tom. II. P. F073: 
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have it, that thefe little ulcers have a feat not only in 
the integuments, but that they penetrate the fat of 
cellular membrane. IJ greatly wondered whilft I 
read the following circumftances, by which he be- 
lieved that this affertion could be proved, viz. 
Ex orbiculari ulcufculorum forma, que cum vafcu- 
lorum figura apprime congruit, ac tandem ex cicatrice 
nulla poft curata ulcera fuperflite, vel tenuiffima tantum, 
ES ferme inconfpicua, quod proinde, cutaneum integu- 
mentum fuperficiarie ad [ummumy, funditus vero minime, 
ijo fuif, demonfirat : ** From the orbicular form 
* of the little ulcers which gio erii agrees with 
* the figure of the veffels, and finally from the 
^ want of a remaining fcar, which can hardly be 
** difcerned after the cure, it is demonftrable, that the 
* cutaneous integument 1s corroded towards the 
'* more fuperficial part, but not at the bottom.” He 
afterwards adds, that the fame circumftance appears 
in the venereal ulcers fpread through the reft of the 
fkin of the body. Certainly I appeal to all thofe 
who have feen venereal ulcers, and treated them, 
whether they have not feen uníeemly ícars. "This 
matter will be treated of in the following fection, 
wherein thefe ulcers will be Wefcribed with oreat 
exactnefs. 

The: third argument brought by Afiruc * bedins 
thus: ANegque fuam indolem deponit virus venereum, duin 
veterafcit : ** Nor doth the venereal virus change its 
* nature whilft it grows inveterate.” It feems that 
the words of Boerhaave had been mifunderftood by 
him; -+ for after he had deicribed a melancholy cafe of 
a young nobleman, whofe back was all overfpread and 
eaten up by vénereal ulcers, he fays, unde fanatione 
perfecia, mira deturpati corporis apparebat facies ; fub-- 
juncta fequentia: ex hoc cafu didici fingulare hujus 
. morbi Ingenium 3 vidi ex eo Luem, ut in principio fui 
exortus in Europa fe manife efraverat, atque a primis auc- 

toribus 
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oribus in hoc libro defcribitur ; confpexi rationem, qua 
variolas Hifpanicas vocaverant primo oriendum in Eu- 
ropa morbum; fed fimul intellexi, quam ingens fit 
difcrimen inter malum hoc, quod tum apparebat, && illud, 
quod nunc pervulgatum Europeos affiigit : ** From 
* whence, after the cure, the furtace of his body 
** appears wonderful,” he fubjoins the following: 
** ] have learned the nature of this diforder from this 
*« fingular cafe ; from this I have feen the Lues Ve- 
« nerea as it had manifefted itfelf in the beginning 
** of its birth in Europe, and is defcribed from the 
* firft authors in this book. I have obferved the 
«* reafon for which this diforder, in its rife in Europe, 
* was called the Spanifh fmall-pox; but I have alfo 
** underítood how great a difference there was be- 
* tween that which then appeared, and that which 
** now fpreads and affects the Europeans. 

For he feems to believe that Boerhaave thought 
that the yenereal virus laid afide its nature, whilft it 
prepared for itfelf, and grew old in, a receptacle in 
the human body. I am certain Boerhaaye never 
thought fo, whiilt he well knew, that where this 
filthy diforder infects the body, it acquires ftrength 
jn its courfe ; but heswas willing to indicate that this 
diforder was more fierce in its entrance into Europe, 
and obierved to be more mild in our times; that 
fome certain frmptoms now occur in the Lues Ve- 
nerea which did not before, &c. But Aftruc him- 
felf confirms this by many arguments, as wil] mani- 
feftly appear from what will be afterwards faid of 
this matter. But a celebrated author * ftated the 
following opinion: Coutaminato quidem fanguine, bu- 
mores, quia fanguine fcaturiunt, contaminari neceffum 
eft, non promijcue tamen, &9 indifcriminatim, fed ordine 
certo: ** The blood being contaminated, the humours 
* which flow from the biood will neceffarily be con- 
* taminated ; but not indifcriminately or promif- 
* cuoufly, but in a certain order." But he calls 

| that 
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that order, according to which the Lues Venerea is 
accuftomed to proceed, a ladder of affinities, which 
he repeats only in a fummary manner in this place ; 
but he elfewhere deicribes it more fully, where he 
has afferted, Perpetuum eff in Siphyliticis, femen, €9 
feminales bumorgs, contaminari s quacumque vid, non 
genitalium modo concumbendo, fed etiam mammarum lac- 
tando, eris fugendo, vel bafiando, cutis cubando, €8c. 
contagium conceptum fuerit : ** That the feed and the 
* feminal humours are conftantly contaminated in 
*« the infected, by whatever way the infection was 
* taken by coition ; but by fuckling of the breafts, 
* kiffing the lips, lying together, or touching of 
** the fkin, * &c." But trom thete things which are 
alledged, in Sect. 1442, it is fufficiently manifeft, that 
the Lues Venerea may come from the body, though 
no evil manifefts itfelf in the genitals. : 

And this ih the mean while is true, that Aftruc 
does not fo firmly truft to this ladder of affinities as 
if it had been above all exception, and that Íymp- 
toms of the Lues Venerea could never vary from his 
propofed rule. Quantumvis enim natura, fi. fihi per- 
| Wittatur, £9 omnia paria fint, propofitam normam affec- 
fare aperie "videatur, docuit. tamen experientia, multa 
fepius intervenire, que ordinem varie pervertant € 
interturbent: ‘* For though nature, if left to itfelf, 
** may, ceteris paribus, feem openly to affect this 
* propofed rule, yet experience hath taught, that 
* many caufes happen, which varioufly pervert and 
** jnterrupt that order." 

The caufes which may totally difturb this order 
are afterwards rehearfed. | 

Many more circumftances may be oppofed to this 
ladder or fcale of affinities, which determines a fuc- 
ce(Lve leries of the fymptoms of the Lues Venerea, 
But that I may not dwell too long upon the fubje&t, 
I will confider that only which conciudes the whole. 

A 
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A celebrated * author hath affirmed the venereal feed 
to be of a falt acid, and that the wax of the ears, and 
the bile or gail will, laft of all, feel the effect of the 
venereal contagion ; becaufe they have an acrimony 
and an alcaline falt oppofing it. But thefe are pre- 
carioufly affumed; for the fpecies of acrimony, which 
lies hid in the venereal contagion, has not been de- 
monítrated by any experiments; and, as far as I 
know, the human bile is not a natural alcaline falt. 
I have fometimes feen patients attacked with a fuc- 
ceeding deafnefs, againft which no remedies could be 
effectual whilft the Lues fed upon the organs of the 
ears ; yet I could not obferve that the wax of the ears 
had degenerated from its nature ; or that an account 
of this deafnefs could be deduced from thence. The 
way feems to be far more fhort by which the organs 
of the ears may be affected by the Lues. The mu- 
cofe membrane which invefts the inner parts of the 
mouth is carried along the Euftachian tubes, and 
clothes their internal cavity. But Afruc + puts that 
mucous matter which flows from the glands, infide the 
jaws, roof of the mouth, or tip of the throat, in the 
third order of thofe humours to be infected by the 
contagion of the Lues. But whilft the venereal ul- 
cers occupy thefe places, this evil can very eafily 
creep forward through the Euftachian tubes into 
the cavity of the tympanum, as the inferior extreme 
of thefe near either tonfille appears on both fides 
behind the velum pendulum of the palate. It never 
appeared to my obfervation, that a deafnefs ever pro- 
ceeded from the Lues Venerea, though the infide 
of the mouth had been attacked with venereal ulcers, 
without fome manifeft figns of the vail of the palate 
being corroded, and at leaft fome fears in thofe who 
had already been cured. From whence I believe, that 
this evil very feldom begins in the paffage of the 
ears, or from wax collected there. 

In 
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In that recital of the diverfity of humours, the 
celebrated author has made no mention of the fat; 
or of the membrana adipofa; but repeating that 
lame {cale of affinity afterwards in his fecond edition,* 
he, in recapitulating the fame, omitted the eighth 
article, which was in the firft edition, and contained 
the wax of the ears and the bile; he afterwards adds 
the following : Sed im iis omnibus conflat experimento, 
nec adipojam membranam, mec ullas membrane illius 
lacinias, affi, ledi, peflumdari, neque. adeo adipofam’ 
pinguedinem, qua turgent illius cellule, ullo modo viti- 
ari: ** But in all thefe circumftances, it is proved by 
** experience, that neither the membrana adipofa, 
“nor any parts of that membrane, are affected or 
** hurt; nor that the thick fat with which it 1s 
** {welled is in any manner infected. 

But he immediately fubjoins fome other circum- 
{tances which mitigate the former; for he does not 
deny that the venereal moifture is fometimes brought 
to this membrane, in cafes where the ulcers had eaten 
away the flan, &c. S£ virus Venereum cum adipofa 
pinguedine [ponte mifceatur ; quam ejus virulentie inac- 
ceffam efje, nequaquam puto: ** 1f the venereal virus 
* be ipontaneoufly mixed with that adipofe fat; 
* which by no means I imagine to be inacceffible to 
** its violence.” 

But a place in the firft volume is cited in the 
fecond edition, in which nothing of this matter is 
found: he at length concludes, Sed hec nedum quo- 
tidiana fint, inter tnfolentia Lues /ymptomata referenda 
funt, in Siphyliticis, fi unquam, certe tarde é9 varo 
obvias unde videtur egregie refelli opinio de Jede morbi 
in adipofa membrana: “ But thefe are by no means to 
** be met with daily amongft the offenfive Íymptoms 
* which have been related of the Lues; if ever they 
** occur it is but rarely ; from whence it appears that 
the opinion concerning the feat of the difeafe in 
the membrana adipofa has egregioufly failed. 


&c 
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And itis immediately confefled in the following 
number, * that the venereal difeafe may make a fup- 
puration in the membrana adipofa, becaufe the pe- 
culiar nature of the membrana adipofa may give a 
more opportune place for the increafe of the evil. 
. Nempe mollis eft, €. laxi contextus, tenuiffimis ac pra- 
teneris cellulis toia conftat, perpetuo turget congefto 
fucco adipofo, qui tardiffime circulatur, ac in loco eodem 
beret diutifime. | ** That it is foft and of a loofe 
* texture, and totally confifts of very flender and 
* tender little cells, fwells perpetually with a fat 
** juice, which is very flowly circulated, and adheres 
* very long in the fame place.” He confefles, the 
fat being affected, that the corruption is quickly dif- 
perfed far and wide through the body ; and that this 
is done, the muicles and {kin ftill remaining entire. 
How wonderful is the diverfity of opinions in the 
fame page! | | 

| But it feems that Zfiruc had fufficiently perceived 
the force of Boerhaave’s arguments; but as they 
agreed not with the fcale or degrees of affinjties 
which he had affirmed, he endeavoured to elude 
them, and finally declares, opimionem de fede Lues 
Veneree in adipofa membrana, cujufcumque pretii effe — 
videatur, fi non perfette expre[Jam, [altem non obfcure 
olim adumbratam fuiffe, + * that the opinion concern- 
* ing the feat of the venereal difeafe in the mem- 
** brana adipofa, whatever its merit may be, had 
* formerly been, if not perfectly expreffed, at leaít 
* jt had been obícurely hinted.” But this he endea- 
vours to prove from this circumftance; that before 
the year 1570, fome had been of opinion, that the 
flefhy membrane, and not the adipofe membrane, 
as by Boerhaave, fed carno[um panniculum, in univer[o 
corpore diffufam, illudque tegentem, conflituerent, a quo 
permicioje bujus Lues [caturiginem emanare crederent ; 
* expanded throughout, and covering the whole 

| ** body, 
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.** body, was the fountain from whence this peftilence 
* was poured out through the whole mafs of the 
* body." J always admired the celebrated 4ruc’s 
great erudition ; yet I do not wonder that Saporta 
neither was read by Beerbaave, or if read, was not 
quoted by him ; but he was fkilled in anatomy, and 
probably knew that panniculum carnofum, fhaggy car- 
nofity or membrane, may be found by difleétion in 
the bodies of fome quadrupedes, but none in man 5 
from whence fome other feat muft certainly be that 
of the Lues. Thofe who thought fo, may from 
hence be eafily confuted. | 

Afterwards, where thecure of this diforder will be 
treated of, it will appear how much ufe the emaci- 
ation of the body may be of, by diet, falivation, 
Íweats, &c. for almoft the whole fat of the body 
being loofened and expelled, the venereal virus al- 
ready freed from that tie, is difcharged from the 
body, and health returns ; from whence the Opinion, 
of Deerbaave appears to be greatly confirmed. | 

Whilft the contagion of the Lues occupies any 
certain part, it will alfo occupy the neighbouring: 
places by its growth, if an efficacious remedy be, 
. hot Ípeedily applied; and though it may manifeft 
itfelf for the moft part in external places in its be- 
ginning, by thefe figns which were mentioned in the. 
precedent fection, yet it is to be feared, that it. 
may not, fooner or later, reach the internal parts, 
by creeping on, as it were ; fo it often praduces the- 
worft and moft incurable evils, whilft it occupies 
thofe parts. | 

lhelips, gums, palate, tongue, jaws, nofe.] All 
thefe parts want a thick fkin, they are covered with 
a mucofe membrane, on which the outfide fkin only 
les defending a number of nervous little papille, 
rifing forth from that mucofe membrane. 

If the venereal virus fhows itfelf.in a membrane 
compofed of a tough, mucofe fat, or folded in a 
thoufand doubles or wrinkles, it is fully s 
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how difficult it is to extricate it from thence, as this 
membrane is always nakedly expofed to the air. 
Hence a quick application of an effectual remedy is 
neceffary. But this membrane covers the bone of 
the palate, nofe, noftrils, nails, the os planum, the 
hollows of the jaws, and the hollow cavities in the 
os frontis;* if this membrane fhould be already 
enawed by a venereal ulcer, the bone which 
it covers 1s neceffarily corrupted, as it 1s flender 
and but a thin plate, neither can it be preferved 
by any art, for a caries attacks it, and proceeds 
unto the futures in whofe vicinity this little bone is 
placed, and totally corrupted, fall altogether, or by 
parts; for the pereofteum being deftroyed, thefe 
little bones putrify and wafte away with a caries. 
The bone of the nofe being thus affected, the 
. nofe falls, and the jface, formerly elegant, is de- 
formed; thefe bones of the nofe being fo affected, 
the nofe is erafed, and the cartilages of the nofe be- 
ing deftroyed, the» holes of it perpetually appear, 
and difcharge a mucofe mixture, which the mife- 
rable patients can never more keep clean. If the 
vail of the far be either entirely or partly. 
corroded, if the roof of the mouth be deftroyed, 
it occafions an ugly fpectacle of what meat and 
drink is fwallowed; as they partly come through 
the nofe; the voice remains moft difagreeably 
fqueaking during life; whenever they fpeak, this 
fhocking voice proclaims what a filthy evil they have 
laboured under. I have feen the hinder membrane 
of the pharynges fo eaten away by a venereal ulcer, 
that the vertebrae moft miferably appeared rotten to 
eur eyes in bodies when naked. | 
A good medicine may ftill free the reft oF the 
bady from this diftemper, but the deformity will be 
irremoveable for ever after: from hence Boerhaave 
thus excellently advifed: E Qui preter id, quod artis 
potefias habet, promittere non AE Cavebit’ inania jac- 
QV fare; 
*' In Prafatio Aphrodifiaci. i Ibidem. 
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tare, quondo fedum, putrem, rancidum, ichorem, na- 
ribus emungi copiofe videt, aut ulcera, lardo fimilia, 
faucium: pofleriora, velum pendulum, tonfillas, mem- 
 éranam crafjam palati, depafci cernit. Sed, omnia 
bona fedulo applicans, negligens nihil, varia tentans, 
femper interim de exitu follicitus, in Prognofi prudens, 
 Jlentores fecurus ridebit, dum interim miferefcit agri. 
* He who will not promife what lies beyond the 
* power of art, fhould be cautious of vainly {peaking 
* when he fees a faetid, putrid, difagreeable excrement, 
‘¢ copioufly wiped from the noftrils, or when he ob- 
** ferves fuch ulcers in the hinder parts of the jaws, like 
* the fat of bacon; the pendulous vail, the glands 
^ in the infide of the Jaws, and the adipofa membrana 
* of the palate, eaten away; but fhould exert him- 
felt in feduloufly applying every thing that is good, 
neglecting nothing, and trying many ways; ftili 
in the mean time follicitous about its expulfion, 
* prudent in the foreknowledge of it, he will fe- 
** curely mock the forward coxcombs, whilft he in 
the mean time is moved with compaffion for the 
* patent," Thefe ulcers of the jaws deferve to be 
truly diftinguifhed, that they may not fometimes be 
confounded with other evils of the jaws. Where 
the quinfy has been before mentioned, I have ad- 
vifed, that when the infide of the mouth is fore for 
fome hours after a flight flying fever; and that wher: 
thére appears. a white fpot, which fometimes grows 
yellow with a margin about it, fomewhat reddifh, 
and very fore ; if fuch fpots be neglected they creep. 
on, the breath becomes putrid, and the parts affected: 
are fometimes deeply corroded. Thefe often happen im 
Ícorbutic perfons, and in the younger part of man- 
kind; nor are they difficult to be cured, if a reme- 
dy be timely applied. They are neverthelefs. eafily | 
d:ftinguifhed by that red fore border, and by their 
eafy manner of obeying the remedies, fo. that the 
place affected will be foon cured: but in venereal 
complaints there, we cbferve contrary effects; a, 

| hath, 
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hath been faid in the preceding fection. That bacon- 
like colour which is in venereal ulcers infide the mouth; 
wil give the phyfician fure and certain figns of 
this diftemper ; as he views thefe evils with attentive 
eyes. Pallepius + calls thefe ulcers fine cortice as hé 
defcribes them, then fays; Color eff im medus albus; 
circumquaque, volute carnis. porcine falite color, hic 
non poteft-explieari, non enim eft ruber, non albus, non 
pallidus; fed fecate per transverfum pernam, talis eff 
color puftularum fine cortice, C9 tales apparent fub pa- 
lato, Sc. “ The colour is white in the middle, 
* around which is a colour refembling that of the flefli 
* of falt pork: this colour cannot be explained, for 
* it is neither red, white, or pale; butcut through, 
* fuch 1s the colour of puitule fine cortice, and 
** they appear as fuch under the palate,” &c.. T'hefé 
venereal ulcers fpread wider in thefe places thafi 
they grow deep: hence they feed upon their neigh- 
bouring places, and are followed by the fouleft of 
evils. In the body of an old man juft at death’s 
door, by an evil ufe or mifpending the moft part of 
his years, who could hardly be underftood when hé 
Ípoke, were found the following circumftances by 
the celebrated Morgagni. {| Uvula, cujus pars deerat; 
— dingue poflerior fuprema fuperficies, 69. annexa olim per 
ligamenta Epiglottis cartilago, ita erant cicatricofee, ut 
nthil magis. aque ea cartilago, inequaliter contracta; 
in triangularem propemodum verticem definebat, multo 
canine fimlior, quam humane. Quin vitium. in laryn- 
gem reliquam, €9 huic proximum Arteria afperé trun 
cum, fe propagabat, eratque Arytencidum altera quafi 
luxata, non compari paralela: intra illam autem ars 
teriam inequaies magnique quafi prominebant lacerti; 
(9r. “ A part of the uvula was wanting, the 
* pofterior upper fuperficies of the tongue, and 
* cartilage formerly annexed by the ligaments of. 

the 

f Aphrod. p. 824. 
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^ the epiglottis were fo chopped or fcarred, that no- 
** thing could be more fo; fo that the cartilage 
* was {fo unequally contracted, that it ended in al- 
moft a triangular vertex, much more like. a ca- 
nine than a human one. But the imperfection 
** propagated itfelf in the remaining larynx, and-in 
* the neighbouring trunk of the wind-pipe, and’ 
* one of the arytznoides was as it were loofened, .:- 
and not parallel to the other, but between the’ 
"arteries, fome great and unequal brawny finews 
“* ftuck out,” &c. We muft not from hence won- 
der that his fpeech remained grating and difficult to - 
be underftood, after thefe ulcers infide the mouth. 
But if this filthy evil creeps through the wind-pipe, 
fometimes an incurable afthma will follow ; which 
it it fhould come, Fallopius jj tells us it is incura- 
ble, faying, Non erucietis «gram afihmaticum, quia non 
Jauabilis s ** do not excruciate the afthmatic patient, 
** for he is not curable. Pesit,* famous for his art; 
faw the wind-pipe corroded by the venereal dif- 
temper, and he happily cured it; after the cartila- 
ginous annulus was feparated from the reft of the 
found parts the length of four or five tenths of an 
anch, a hole remained which would take in the top 
of a finger. 

It plainly appears, that the venereal difeafe, whilft 
it occupies the larynx and the wind-pipe, may, as 
it were by a declivity, reach to the lungs. I have 
myíelf feen a rib truly {welling by an inveterate 
Lues, and furrounded by a venereal gum, which, 
in a fhort time, degenerated into a fcetid ulcer, | 
and creeping behind the affected rib already pu- 
‘trified, it intected the internal parts of the thorax, 
with a deadly event. Benuetus, + fo often praifed in. 
the chapter treating of the confumption, faid, Bis 
morbi indict virus in thoracis capacttatem refluum ani 
madverts, conquiefcente fignorum flagellantium caterva, . 

Vor. X VII. sp quibus 
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quibus Lues flipata venit, immaniter vero jaeviente 
phthifi ; unde anhelitus, fator nequiffimus, © pulmonum 
Jére totals devaftatio per putredinem. Quod ex aperto 
utriufque patuit cadavere. But in a fimple gonorrhea, 
and in a detenfion of the menfes, he had fometimes 
obferved, cum tuffis acriter. premens,  €9 fpirabilium 
füffarcius, fupervencrint, fimulac materia tralatitia con- 


JUientiam extrufiont aptam adepta. fuerat, tuffisque ali- 


quitispue Jedata, pofiiffe profuvium. 3 “ Y have twice 

* obferved the virus of the venereal difeafe, flowing 
* back into the hollow of the thorax, whilft the 
* train of figns attending it lay quiet; but an ex- 
* ceeding grievous confumption proceeded from 
« them; from whence enfued a fhortneís of breath, 
«a moft filthy ftench, and almoft a total devafta- 
* tion of the lungs, by putrefaction, which ap- 
<< peared in every part of the body.  Butin a gleet, 
* when acough and a ftoppage of the breathing had 
* followed, when the foreign matter had gained a 
«€ dit confiftency for its expulfion, and the cough 
* been for fome little while abated, the difcharge 
* ceafed.” — It is very certain, that an incurable 
confumption often happens in the cafe of an invete- 
rate Lues, which oftentumes may be imputed to a 
E iei falivation, or to an imprudent application 

it; chiefly in old bodies, fo hack'd that the confti- 
tution of the body in fpitting of blood, renders them 
more fubject to a confumption ; from thefe. cir- 
cumftances, thofe others, which have been menti- 
ened in number 1, of Sect, 1198, may be feen. Yet 
as a confumption by its own nature, is a difeafe 
very difficult of cure; it appears what little hope 
remains when the venereal difeafe concurs with it. 
Antonius Mufa. Brafavelas * alfo remarked, that a 
{mall wound, only received twenty-four hours before,. 
would take up forty days te be cured, m a perfon 
infected with the venereal difeafe ; he therefore lays 
down the following as am axiom: Quotquot ab boc 
affectu 


- 
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- effectu male tratiati fuerint, €8 tamen fanitatem adepti 
fiat, quemcumgue inciderint. in morbum, femper morbus 
Ge, in quacumque fit fpecie, vebementior in talibus efft- 
citur, quam effet, fi bic non fuiffet morbo Gallico af- 
fecu : ** As mariy as laboured under the evil effects 
** of this diforder, and though they obtained health 
* agam, into whatfoever difeafe they fall, that will 
** more vehemently affe& them than it otherwife 
* might if they had not been affe&ed with this 
e diede ; 

The brain.] Though the Lues may fometimes 
“occupy any parts of the body whatever, it never- 
thelefs attacks the upper parts more frequently ; 
the pimples of the face teach this, as they often oc- 
cur, together with ulcers in the noftrils, and in- 
fide the mouth, &c. but as the tender bones of 
thefe parts are infected by the corroded membranes 
covering them, the evil is propagated to the 
bones of the fkull; and from hence; the included 
brain is very badly affe&ed, and various difor- 
ders of the head follow.  Diforders of the brain 
are often obferved to degenerate, in perfons feized 
"with the Lues Venerea, from the flighteft me- 
grim to a deadly apoplexy, alfo to the fevereft 
epilepfy, blindnefs, deatnefs, &c. I have feen in 
an inveterate Lues, as will be faid in Sect. 1454, 
that it is wont to occupy the middle of the bones, 
'efpecially in the cranium ; fome gummy tumours 
and exoftofes may be bred in the internal parts of 
the bones of the fkull; thefe parts then preffing 
upon the brain difturb all its functions, and often- 
times diftil a filthy putrid corruption, when the 
tabula vitrea is corroded. I have thus feen the right 
‘bone of the fkull fo confumed with an intolerable 
ftench; fo that from hence, thefe fharp and lafting 
pains of the head, may be reckoned due to the 
4Lues. Thofe are obferved by Botallus +, in.a man 
who was for-fome mogths excruciated by the — 
acute pains, around his temples, and the forepart of 
ig | F 2 the 
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the head, having paffed the nights without fleep. 
He would have prepared fome means of removing 
the pain, which gnawed the. man's bones, by hot 
irons or fcarring the parts affected ;; but the pa- 
tient would fubmit to no fuch trial upon him: his 
eyes began to. lofe their fight, whilit he feemed to 
perceive flying gnats, and ípiders webs, until he 
became blind. The patient then growing terrified, 
agreed that the fcarring fhould be applied to the 
forepart of his head, where the pain was fharpett , 
but he would not fuffer that the place fhould be 
kept open, which was of itfelf cicatrifed by a fcab 
which fell of. He died in about forty days. Jn- 
ventum fuit cranium, in conterminis coronalis ac fagitta- 
lis commiffure, f/phaculatum, putidumque, corenati regii 
latitudine ; Jtatimque, cranio ferra aperto, abundans 
ichor putrilaginofus, inflar aque fuligine fumarii € croco 
afber[ae, profluxit, tum per offs aperturam, tum per 
aures &F nares ; membraneque putide recta ad os affec- 
tum, verum adhuc integre, erant ; que folo tadu fa- 
cile rumpebantur : corruptum && cerebrum, &F mervi op- 
tici : cetera vero vifcera integre habebant. |. ** The cra- 
«* nium was found morbid and rotten, for the breadth 
* of a crown piece, and the feam compaffing the 
* forehead: the cranium being opened with a faw, 
** an ulcerous excremental water appeared, of the co-- 
** Jour: of faffron, and flowed through the cut or 
* opening of the bone, and alfo through the ears 
** and noftrils ; the membranes towards the defe& in. 
*¢ the bone were affected and rotten, though ftill en- 
- tire, yet might be broke with a flender touch ; and. 
** the brain was corrupted, and the optic nerves alfo, 
.** but the reft of the internal parts were entire.” 

The liver.] It is known that fanguification was 
formerly afcribed to the liver ; for befides the vena 
porta, the great trunk of the vena cava afcends 
through the liver, and tends to the heart, and 
fince the veins of the vifcera, which feparate the | 
chyle, run together into the veda. porta, the com- 
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mon opinion was, that the chyle was conveyed 
through the gaftric and meferaic veins into the 
liver, and by the power of this entrail, was changed 
into blood, to ferve for the ufe of the whole body, 
But after the circulation of the blood was demon- 
ftrated, and the ways by which the chyle became 
blood were more exactly known, that notion of the 
liver was exploded.  Bartholinus wrote an epitaph 
on the author of fuch an opinion, as if he had 
been dead and buried. Hence it is no wonder, that 
fome phyficians, who wrote of the Lues appearing 
in Europe, had attributed thefe fymptoms, which 
appeared in all the reft of the body, through a vene- 
real contagion, to the hurt or corroded liver. Thus 
by thofe authors concerning the folutio continui of 
‘the liver, the variety of the conftitution of this en- 
trail, fome long and tedious differtations are held 
upon thé matter, according to four defined confi- 
tutions. But the cure of this filthy difeafe was firft 
attempted by various apozems and altering fyrups, 
that being thus prepared, the matter might be ren- 
dered moveable, and eafily evacuated by emetics, 
cathartics, fudorifics, &c. They likewife beftowed 
much pains in preparing compound remedies, which 
ought to be different in fanguine conftitutions from 
thofe in phlegmatic, in bilious, than in atrabilious; 
others have confidered fome of thefe conftitutions 
combined together, and from thence a new method of 
cure was deduced ; fo iome authors have compiled 
fuch a heap of prefcriptions, fo as to be difgutting, 
as will manifeftly appear to all thofe who read the col- 
lection of the authors who wrote of the Lues, be- 
fore the year 1567, of which, under the title of 

 ZIpbrodifíaca, mention has often been made above. 
Some, amongfl thefe, afcribed this difeafe to the 
various indifpofitions or bad conftitution of the liver, 
and the moft part of them held the, Lues Venerea 
for an antient diforderj fome others acknowledged 
3tto bea new contagion, but infifted that the liver 
et g was 
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was immediately infected by it, and that the diftem- 
per was afterwards propagated from the liver 
through all the parts of the body; that various ef- 
‘ets were produced by: the diverfity of the confti- 
tution of this inteftin. 

Therefore. as they all accufed the liver, Fallopius * 
was refolved to look out for the truth of this affer- 
tion, in dead bodies; and as Monardus, and after 
him Montanus as was believed, had afferted that 
there is a folutio continui in the liver of thofe la- 
bouring under the venereal difeafe, he demonftrated 
the contrary: At hoc faljum efi, quoniam in hepate, 
non tumoris, non ulceris, non vulneris, adeft. veftigium. 
Ego volui per anatomen hoc experiri, et Jecui im uno 
anno plufquam quinquaginta bomines, et nunquam. im- 
veni folutionem continui in bepate.  ** But that is falfe, 
* becaufe in the liver there is no trace of any tu- 
mour, wound, or ulcer; I was willing to examine 
* this matter by diffection, and I have diffected 
** more than fifty bodies in a year, and never found 
** that folutio continui in the liver.” But as Fa/lo- 
pius was well fkilled in anatomy, as his obfervations 
‘on that art teach us, he is entirely worthy of cre- 
ditin thefe matters. Afterwards he in the follow- 
** ing chapters, explodes thofe opinions concerning 
the cold or hot, &c. indifpofition of the liver, as far 
as Was relative to the Lues Venerea; and he gives 
us the obfervations + upon a young man, infected 
by a proftitute, in one action of coition only. Ni- 
bil apparuit in pudendo. — Sequenti die flatim cepit 
erumpere bubo, C3 poftea tota barba, fupercilie, €2 ca- 
pulli, evanuerunt , labor avitgue doloribus intenfiffimis. 
Cur ergo hic potuit infici ita valide, ut fequenti mane 
bepar “materiem ad pubem. remiferit ? ** nothing ap- 
i peared : in the pudenda; the day following, a bubo 
** began to break out, afterwards all his beard, 
** eye-brows, and hair fell of, and he laboured un- 
* der the moft grievous pains imaginable : how 


** there- 
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** therefore could this youth be fo furioufly affe&ted, 
* as that his liver the morning following had dif- 
** charged matter by the pubes?” But it is true, 
that the liver could not be blamed, as if the venereal 
virus, as fome would have it, was bred entirely in 
this intefüne, or that it is firft of all parts of the 
body infected, by the contracted contagion; ftill it 
cannot be denied, that the liver, and other inteftinal 
parts have been injured by the Lues Venerea. Mar- 
cus Aurelius Severinus *, in a famous hofpital for 
the patients in the venereal diftemper, cut up a great 
number of bodies, e£ complures offendit, quibus exul- 
«erati, tum oefopbagus, tum trachea, quibus item puf~ 
Lulofus pulmo, pufiulofumque jecur, apoftemodes vero pro- 
fate, funt amimadverfi, Sc. ** and found many more 
** ulcerated within fide, at the mouth of the fto- 
** mach ; the lungs were alfo found full of bliíters 
* or puftulz's, and the liver alío ; there were ab- 
.** fcefles in the proftate blown full, they are re- 
e Iustked. (Qs | 

The celebrated Baadar + / vidit totam exteriorem 
bepatis fuperficiem denfis C2. fat magnis papulis feu tus 
Lerculis plenam, que omni nota charadteriftica illis per- 
fetie fimilia erant, que in facie, manubus, €8c. bomi- 
num Lue Venerea inquinatorum alias videntur. _Di- 
ciffa bac tubercula intus eandem materiam continuerunt, 
quam in gummi Venereis, C9. fleatomatibus, alias cer- 
nimus, ** faw the whole outfide of the liver in the 
** dead body of a woman, fill’d with thick whales 
* or carbuncles, which every way refembled thofe E 
* that appear on the face and hands of a perfon 
* infected with the venereal difeafe. Thetfe puftules, 
* when cut open, difcharge a matter, fuch as we 
* obferye in many other venereal patients.” — 

A great many other obfervations were collected by 
the celebrated Morgagni, | who tells us, pulmones, 

EF 
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aürtam, €S renes cum fuis appendicibus, fepius aliquanto 
occurriffe labefa&ata in iis, qui Lue hac diu & graviter 
laboraverunt, quam ex plerorumque librorum. leétione 
facile exiftimes, * that you may eafily eftimate, by 
** the lecture of a few books, how much the lungs, 


€ 
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* boured under the venereal diftemper.” He adds, 
that he never remembeted to have found the liver 
infected, in perfons labouring under the Lues Ve- 
nereà ; neither does he deny that corruption has been 
found i in this inteftine, when bodies fuffered with the 
Lues. For this great man was probe confcius, banc 
Luem, ut fub cujuscumque morbi larva interdum deli- 
tefcere, ita quodcumque vifcus vitiare, poffe, ** well 
** fatisfied, that as. this Lues fometimes hides itfelf, 
under the mafk of any other diftemper what- 
8 foever 5 ; fo every inteftine may be deformed or 
« corrupted by it.” He afterwards relates obfer- 
vations from approved authors, who tell us, that 
the whole uterus has been ulcerated by the Lues 
"Venerea ; from whence no doubt remains, that the 
internal as well as the external parts of the body may 
be affected by this difeafe. 

But this filthy virus corrupts even the marrow in 
the very channels of thé bones, and caufes the moft 
fevere torment, as will be afterwards explained in 
fect. 1452. 

It has been obferved by Antonius Brufa Brafavo- 
Jus, * that the nails have fallen off by the Lues 
the teeth have alfo fallen out, and the eyes have been 
deftroyed ; nor did thefe terrible effects attend the 
difeafe already grown inveterate; but he remarks, 
that the diftemper fometimes had begun with thefe 
fy mptoms; fo ‘he teftifies that the “falling of the 
teeth hath fometimes preceded, and foimetimes hath 
followed after the fhedding of the hair; he affirms 
the fame about the lofz of the eyes. | 

In 
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aorta, kidneys, and all theif appendages become 
weakened in thofe perfons, who à long while la- 
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In another place, * he fays, the falling of the 
teeth, and generally of the hair, follows; guando- 
que bubenem fimpliciter, S illas primas enarratas affec- 
tiones, que im pene funt, aique ove: fometimes, 
* hkewife, a fimplé buboe, and thofe firft mentioned 
* fymptoms, which are in the penis, and in the 
* face." But the teeth fell without any blemifh in 
in them ; for they were neither corroded, rotten, nor 
putrid. It is well known, that after a falivation, 
efpecially if a fevere one, the teeth will fometimes 
fallout; noris that any wonder, as the gums are 
then ulcerated : but here no mention is made of a 
falivation. Bernardinus Tomitanus, + in his writing 
concerning the changes obferved in the Lues Vene- 
rea, about the hundredth year from the beginning of 
this diforder, remarks, that the fhedding or catting 
of the hair, beard, &c. was very frequent; he then 
adds, Vidit elas proxime a&a, in multis. fieri dentifla- 
vium parcius nunc id videmus ac multo Jepius, ca- 
dere fupercilia, capillos, €8 barbam, experimur : **'That 
* hethe laft age faw the teeth of períons afflicted 
** with this difeafe frequently fall out. We now fee 
* that but rarely ; but we much oftenet find the 
* hair, beard, and eye-brows to fall off.” 

From hence it is evident how extenfively the 
power of this dire difeafe fpreads through the human 
body, fince there is fcarce any part free from the ac- 
cefs of the filthy diftemper: what calamities, what 
enormous pain, what deformity are bred in a body 
formerly perhaps the faireft and moft comely,. whiltt 
the inveterate Lues gnaws all its members by a flow 
corruption, whilft ftiil in the bloom of youth! t 


Jam nimiunt fidentem animis, nec tanta timentem, 
Invafit. miferum labes, qua fevior ufquam P 
Nulla fuit ; nulla unquam aliis /peciabitur aznis. 
Paulatim ver id nidum, flos ille juvente, | 
s qui. T LAE - Difperüit, 

^ P Apkrodifiac. p. 727, T Ibidem, p. 1053. | 
j Fracaftor, ibidem, p. 187. | 
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Difperitt, vis illa animi ; tum fquallida tabes 
Artus (horrendum) miferos obduxit, €9 alte 
Grandia turgebant fedis ab[ceffibus offa 
Ulcera (Proh Divum pietatem) informia pulchros 
Pajcebant oculos, &9. die lucis amorem ; 
Pafcebantque acri corrofas vulnere nares. 


I believe that there cannot be a greater, or a more 
powerful check to fenfuality, than to behold and 
contemplate the miferable victims to this diforder 
attentively, as they lie collected in hofpitals to be 
cured of one and the fame diforder, branched into 
various horrid complaints orevils. Iam certain the 
protector of the gardens, Priapus himfelf, would lay 
afide all. his erect pride at fuch a fight. 


SE Cr? MCCCUAL YA. 


" ^ HESE infected parts difcharge a filthy, 


putrid, flow, mucofe, greenifh corrup- 
tion, which corrodes the flefh rather in breadth 
than in depth, as it glides along. 


It is of the greateft utility in the medical art, that — 
venereal ulcers be well diftinguifhed from others, 
that their proper cure may be applied to them. As 
venereal complaints obey not the common or accuf- 
tomed remedies, fee Sect. 1444, it was faid in the 
precedent fection, that the venereal contagion was 
entangled, in the tunica cellulofa, in adipofe fat, or 
in a mucofe humour, and fo adheres to various parts 
of the body, then corrodes them by a prolific conta- 
gion, by whofe power all the parts are corrupted, 
all, every particle being infected, the materials fora | 
new infection are prepared. 

But as the difeafe is ufually bred by the firft 
touch only, and hence affects that part of the body 

| | | firft 
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firft touched by its corruption; fo as it was faid 
this difeafe differs, according as the part affected is 
chiefly covered by the cutis, or the cuticula only. 
It has been before fhewn what are the confequences, 
if the Lues is lodged in places covered by the cuti- 
cula only; in this fection are mentioned the figns 
by which a venereal ulcer may be known, which at- 
tacks thofe parts covered by the cutis. But as the 
celebrated Beerbaave * has exactly defcribed thefe 
matters, I fhall almoft ufe his very words on the 
fubject. : 

He firft of all remarks, that if thofe places co- 
vered with fkin had been firft infe&ed by the vene- 
real contagion, then an ulcer of the worft kind is 
bred there, and very difficult to be cured ; then it 
would be greatly to be feared that the evil would. 
creep over the reft of the body; for the power of 
the poifon, which can penetrate even thofe parts co- 
vered with a folid fkin, muft be very malignant. 
Then the place affected is wont to rife to a little 
{welling, filled with matter of a yellowifh caft, like 
the cream of new milk, ícarcely fticking togetber, 
like as it were cream, when taken between the fin- 
gers, and gently let loofe by them; then growing 
dry and yellowiíh, from a greenifh colour, it hardens 
on the linen it fticks to. This matter, though care- 
fully wiped clean, flows again; neither is it ftopped, 
nor does it make any feparation from the found parts 
in fuppurating ; but, on the contrary, carries away 
its neighbouring parts with it, and propagates the 
fame virulence in them, and always fupplies itfelf 
with new matter. Hence, in the fame manner, the 
broad ulcers, which are found in the membrana adi- 
poía, flowly corrupt the integuments, and thew the 
muícles bare and entire, fhining with a fiery red 
colour. | i 
.. For if the contagious corruption reaches to the 
little cells of the membrana adipofa, and there mixes 
idelf with the fat in its courfe, then this defiles the 

tenacious 
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tenacious or vifcous oil by its virulence, and is again 
retained by that oily humour, is cherifhed by heat 
and motion, and more inflamed by delay ; it gnaws 
the cutis and cuticula, and contaminates the oily 
little cells in the mean tithe fpread under thefe fkins ; 
from whence the fore is found broader in the panni- 
culus adipofus than in the {kin laid over it, which is 
eaten away. 

The matter flowing from fuch an ulcer is fo dif- 
ferent from that of other kinds of abfceffes, that the 
fkilful may, diftinguifh that which is. cankered by 
corruption from any other thatter ; for the very fame 
matter, engendered by the Lués Venerea, fhines as it 
were mixed with a foapy glewifh matter; it is of a 
fingular whitifh colour, turning to a green; fcarcely 
is the acrimony of it felt by any itinging pain or hurt; 
for this membrane only putrifies, without the fen- 
ibility of any great pain. | 

The lips of thefe ulcérs, in places covered with a 
fkin, are never raifed, or appear fcorched, but con- 
tracted, and even as if polifhed, and of a pale colour. 
‘They often as it were fluctuate, when deprived of 
the fupport of the membrana adipofa, which is ufu- 
ally eaten away to a greater breadth than the cutis is. 

.. If fuch an ulcer fhould be cured, then the fkin 
will grow to the mutcles, and have a filthy appear- 
ance; the cavity will often remain deep in thofe 
places where a copious fat is fpread under the fkin, 
as in the buttocks, attended by a want of motion 
in the mufcles there; and hence the part is left rigid, 
on account of the mutfcles being grown to the {car 
and neighbouring fkin: à livid colour verging to a 
reddifh always disfigures the fcár, which is fo ftretched 
and dry, that it fcarcely perfpires, and it appears 
. every where fhining, on aceount of this ftrong ex- 
-tenfion. | | 

Such an ulcer being cured, if an efficacious remedy 
hath not deftroyed the contagion, an evil like unto 
the firft will breed in a neighbouring part, which, 

following 


Sect. 1440. The VzgNEREAL DisEAsE. — 77 
following the fame path, leaves the like evil behind. 
When the body is over-run with thefe moft filthy ul- 
cers, either in many places at once, or fucceffively, 
the whole form of the. body is disfigured by thofe 
ugly Ícars, and the horrid traces of the filthy difeafe 
will perpetually remain. : 

It appears from what has been faid, that thefe ul- 
cers creep into a breadth rather than into a depth, 
and do feed only upon the tunica adipofa, but yet not 
hurt the fkin; except that when the veffels placed 
under the fkin are confumed, it totally perifhés, the 
difeafe having nothing left to feed upon. 

Such ulcers fometimes occur after buboes are 
opened. Thefe are excellently defcribed by that fa- 
mous furgeon Goz/ard ;* for he remarked that thefe 
ulcers were not deep but filthy, and the matter that 
iffued from them was fcarcely corroding, but mucofe. 
He alfo tells us, that the firit trace of a fear in thefe 
ulcers, appears in the middle of the bottom, in the 
form of a thin, flender, red fkin, which extends it- 
‘felf from the centre towards the whole circumference, 
as in thofe ulcers which are bred from fome othex 
caules, and not from the Lies, the cicatrix begir- 
ning from the circumference of the ulcer, proceeds 
towards the centre. That red colour feems to pro- 
ceed from hence; that the whole tunica cellulofa 
being deftroyed, the colour of the mufcles fhines 
through this flender fkin. | But the cicatrix can but 
with difficulty begin from the ambit of the venereal 
ulcer; becaufe, as it has been before faid, fuch an 
ulcer is wont to fpread itfelf in breadth, under the 
‘f{kin, until then entire, or at leaft not yet corroded ; 
and alfo to confume the neighbouring membrana 
cellulofa. 

Now follows the ufeful fearch into thofe evils, 
which are obferved to have been bred from the ve- 
nereal contagion in various parts of the body, and 
produce fingular diforders, according to the variety 
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of the parts affe&ed, though they arife from the 
fame caufe. But as the Lues Venerea is moft fre- 
quent!y contracted by impure coition, the firft dread- 
tul eruption generally happens about the pudenda. 


S'ECT.^MCCCCXLVII. 


HANKERS are from thence bred on the 

outfide of the penis, a gonorrhea in the 
infide, and a fluor, called albus, in the va- 
gina. 


As the penis is more expofed to the venereal con- 
tagion by impure coition, it is no wonder that this 
member is often affected even in the beginning of 
- this diforder, as was before faid, in Sect. 1442 ; that 
fuch puftules or blifters are very foon bred, either 
by a local application of the contagion, or by the 
fame. contagion abíorbed by the veins then mixed 
with the blood, and afterwards depofited in thefe 
parts ; in which cafe, thefe little ulcers are wont to 
appear more flowly. In Sect. 1441, where commu- 
nication of the difeafe by fuckling is treated of, it 
appears, that the firft figns of it appeared in the breaft, 
and that it proceeded to the neighbouring parts of the 
body ; afterwards the pudenda were infected. with a 
violent itching or pruritus, which is followed by 
: ulcers in the pudenda, by which the hufbands are 
anfected ; and fo the filthy difeafe was propagated. 

In thofe places to which the Lues Venerea imme- 
diately adheres, or where it was depofited by a re- 
moval, there rifes a flat {pot in the beginning, as if 
it were the fmall-pox, or almoft like a flea-bite: in 
this is a light itching, and fcarcely any pain. Thefe 
Ípots are in a fhort time after raifed into great blit- 
ters, under which form the celebrated Affruc * de- 

fcribes 
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fcribes the venereal ulcers in their birth, in the fol- 
lowing words: Initio levis extuberat papula miliaris, 
vel miliarem parum fuperans, rubra, acuminata, calens, 
pruriens, cujus apex fenfum complanatur, & albefcit, 
ac tandem levi apertura debifcit, unde icboris quidpiam 
eicitur. Continuata dein labrorum erofione, ulcus cref- 
cit, dilatatur, excavatur s. callis cingitur, magis vel 
minus duris, denfatifque, pure craffo vifcide, tenace, 
Jcatet , C2 fimilia ulcufcula in vicinis partibus plerum- 
que excitat : ** In the beginning, a light blifter arifes 
** of the fize of a grain of millet, red, fharp pointed, 
* hot, itchy, the head of which flattens by degrees 
* and grows white; and finally, by a fmall opening, 
** ulcerous matter iffues forth. Then by a conti- 
* nual gnawing of the lips, the ulcer increafes, is 
** dilated, hollowed, and furrounded by warts, 
* fomewhat hard and thick, then burfts out with a 
* thick, vifcid, tenacious matter, and for the moft 
** part affects its neighbouring places by fuch ulcers.” 
Thefe little ulcers aré ufually called cancers, as they 
obey not common remedies ; they often have callous 
lips, are ftubborn, and have their bottoms covered with 
a whitifh mucofe matter, or of a livid colour. * JT 
have fometimes feen the bottoms of fuch little ulcers 
turning green, from a yellowifh colour. Perhaps if 
a little blood has been mixed from the corroded little 
veffel, that livid colour comes on. So thefe little 
ulcers are eafily diftinguifhed from excoriations, and 
other lighter evils in thofe parts, as thefe, either 
Ípontaneoufly, or by accuftomed remedies, are eafily 
cured. 

It is worth while to know, whether thefe little ul- 
cers are Owing to a recent contagion after impure 
coition, or truly produced by a Lues Venerea, lurk- 
ing already a long while in the body ; in which cafe, 
the cure would require more pains and care, as there 
may be fome hope, in the recent evil, that the virus, 
adhering to thefe parts only, may be returned back 

again, 
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again, without infecting the reft of the body. It is - 
true, that a fincere confeffion of the fick may take 
away alldoubt; but fruc * judicioufly obferves; 
.that thefe often conceal the. fault, whilft they are 
more willing to afcribe the difeafe to fomething a 
long while lurking ; in the body, than to. a recent act of 
venery. [tis convenient enough for widows to throw. 
the whole blame upon their ‘dead hufbands; fome 
men. already ripened by years, fuch as have vowed 
chaftity, have readily confeffed their juvenile frolics. 
Afiruc + till deduces a probable conjecture, from the 
following circumftances or fymptoms: Si ulcufcula in 
viris frayum, in feminis carunculas myrtiformes, uym- 
phas, aut clitoridem, occupent. fi multa, maligna, €9 
conferta, fint ; fi fiadia percurrant cum celeritate; pro- 
éabile eft, recenti. concubitu contratia fuile , cum ea, 
que a latente Lue dependent, preputii. frenum, aut 
vulve S vagine carunculas, uon affectent pre reliquis 
gartibus, pauca, difcreta, benigna, plerumque fmt, ac 
Send ut plurimum judicentur : * If thefe litcle ulcers 
e “© attack the froenum in men, or the caruncula myr« 
* tiformes, clitoris, &c. in women; if they be 
** many, malignant, and crowded together ; if they 
** run their courfe expeditioufly, itis probable, that 
the diforder has been contracted by a recent co- . 
ition, as thofe which arife from a lurking Lues dà 
not affect the froenum of the prapuce, or the ca- 
runculz of the vagina or vulva, but rather the reft 
of the parts of generation; they, for the moft 
part, are likewife, in general, few in number and 
* mild." But, as it was fhown in the precedent 
fection, the venerea] ulcers differ greatly amongit 
themfelves, according as they occupy thofe places 
covered with the cutis, or deprived of it. The fame 
is true in the virile penis. ‘Thefe ulcers frequently 
occupy the glans, and the crown of the glans, and 
produce other evils there as in other places, Wigs 
. the: 
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the flender epithelium that covers the glans and in- 
ternal fuperficies of the praepuce beine corroded, the 
little nervous papille, fo numerous there, degenerate 
into warts. It would have a far different effect, if fuch 
an ulcer fhould attack the freenulum of the pra:puce, 
which happens when it adheres to the fkin furround- 
ing the outward parts of the penis. Whilft the ulcers 
corrode the internal fuperficies of the prepuce, they 
often excite wonderful, inflamed, pellucid tumours ; 
from whence a phymofis, or paraphymofis, and an 
inflammation, ftoppage and gangrene of the penis ; 
which circumftances will be treated of in Sect. 
1449. ] 
Although the celebrated Afruc * acknowledged, 
that all the genital parts are expofed to the fame 
common danger in the time of impure coition, yet 
he teaches, that an equal degree of corruption is not 
brought into every part. ‘This truly and evidently 
appears from what has been before faid. But he 
denies that thofe little ulcers, or venereal fhankers, 
have ever attacked the external fuperficies of the 
prepuce, or the reft of the fkin, by which the penis 
is invefted ; and fo he afferts, that in women thefe 
little ulcers occupy fome certain inteiior places of the 
vagina or vulva, but never any external places. 
| Still I have often been an eye-witnefs of the external 
Tkin of the penis, and exterior parts of the pudenda 
in women, having been attacked by venereal fhank - 
ers; nor do I doubt, but all thoi who have applied 
themfelves to the cure of this difeafe, have obferved 
the fame. But Afruc affiduoufly enquired into the 
caufe why the exterior parts of the penis, and puden- 
da of women, were never attacked by venereal 
fhankers. He believed the reafon might. be deduced. 
from the peculiar ftructure of thofe parts. + In men 
he would have it, that the internal and whole fuper- 
ficies of the prapuce, and top of the penis, efpe- 
Vor. XVII. G cially 
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re the fides of the froenum, and circumference 
of the crown of the glans, denfiffime confterni vafculis 
numer ofis, minutiffumis, vix fenihnea profundis, paral- 
felis, cylindricis, cavis, infima parte coecis, altera. ex- 
tror fum dehifcentibus tenui. ofculo, que a circumfluo Jan- 
guine humorem album, febaceum, virofum, fecernunt, 
fecretumque fiillatim evomunt,; unde partium. levitas, 
fenfus, mollities, lubricitas, jugiter foventur ; fed unde, 
fi loture parcatur, fordes brevi cumulantur, fubalbide, 
je jetidi 69 gravioris odoris: ** are {pread over 

* by anumber of thick little veflels, fo minute, that 
« they are fcarce the depth of half a tenth of an 
* inch, parallel, hollow cylinders, and gaping on 
* the outfide with little mouths, which pour out a 
* white, foapy humour, feparated from the blood ; 
* from whence the lightnefs, fenfibility, foftnefs, 
* and lubricity of the parts are continually fup- 
* ported; but if not walhed, the filth gathers in a 
** fhort time to an oily, whitifh, fcetid | excrement, 
* of a heavy foul ftench.” He affirms the TH 
ftru&ure to hold in women, in the internal fuperficies 
of the vulva: and all the caruncula which project 
in the vulva, he would have it, that thefe caverns 
collecting that foapy humour, and difcharging it 
when collected, are the proper and real feat of the 
venereal fhankers. He urges, in fupport of this 
argument, that ana atomy teaches us that thefe caverns. 
or cells are in thefe places ;_ and it is fufficiently 
made out by what has been before faid, that the 
venereal contagion may be eafily entangled with flow, 
fat, mucofe humours, and be fo fixed as it were in 
certain places, that they are afterwards deftroyed in 
a flow, corroding manner. 

But the anatomifts i in general have evidently proved, 
that thefe cells ced defcribed, are not peculiar 
to thefe places of the genitals. Abrabam Kaau * 
found fuch cells in the burtocks of an infant; and in 

another 
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_another place, * where he is employed peculiarly in: 
defcribing thefe matters, he fays, Ek p eterea &P — 
aliud exfudationis genus, ab interioribus extrorfum, quod 
«eque obtinet eo in loco, quo cuticula pergit fupra papil- 
las ; ac ubi cutim inveflit ; quod feiticet fit ope follicu- 
lorum, qui ubique. in cute herent, nifi in interiore parte 
manuum, pedum, C9 in digitis: ** "There is befides 
** another kind of exfudation from the interior to. 
* wards the exterior parts, which equally holds good 
** in that place in which the cuticula goes over the 
* papilla, and where it invefts the cutis 3 Which is 
^ done by the affiftance of the folliculi which ftick 
“every where in the fkin, except in the interior - 
** parts of the hands, feet, and fingers.” As the 
celebrated Ruy/chius was an enemy to the name of 
glands, and as that candid anatomift could not deny 
the exiftence of thefe folliculi in the fkin, he chofe 
rather to call them eryptze Boerbaaviane ; which name 
1s commonly given them at prefent. An exatt de- 
dcription of thofe cells may be read in the place above 
cited. Yet this deferves to be known, that the ce- 
lebrated. Aftruc would have thefe caverns to be cy- 
lindrical, and on the contrary, the celebrated Boer- 
haave invenerit effe, receptacula quedam parva, fubro- 
funda, cava, collo angufiato conniventia,. que, ofculo 
aperto, uec quod facile humorem intus in Jolliculo con- 
tentum eruétat, in epidermide patent, atque ibidem poros 
cutis formant fatis confpicuos : had found thefe to be 
** fome certain fmall receptacles, round and hollow 
* beneath, with a narrow neck with open mouths, 
** which do not eafily difcharge the humours con= 
** tained in the folliculi, appear in the outfide {kin 
** of the body, and form pores in the fkin fufficiently 
** confpicuous there." ‘Lhe figure of thefe crypta 
was not badly defcribed by thofe inftruments of war 
called band-granades, which are caft or thrown, : 
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But it is well known that thefe folliculi + pour 
forth a lubricating humour, which anoints the fkin, 
& quidem ad illas partes imprimis, qua ari externo, 
vel moiui, maxime [unt expofite, vel pilis ornatae : 
* and efpecially thofe parts which are greatly expofed 
** to motion, or the external air, or thofe parts fur- 
* nifhed with hair." Therefore as hair begins to 
grow on the pudenda of either fex, and the internal 
parts of the buttocks and thighs, fo that. they may 
want fuch a watry bladder or ball, the rubbing or 
wafting of which is greatly to be avoided, it is n 
wonder that a copious number of thefe wind 
watry bags, fufficiently big, are found in t off 
places ; ; which, if not fo, mas would have fuffered 
the foreft of gallings, as thofe who long ride on 
horfeback experience, whilit that liquid is preffed 
from thefe little bags. 
' And moreover as all thefe parts have fuch foiliculi, 
or a number of fuch watry balls, and are moiftened 
inthe venereal contagion by i impure venery, it evi- 
dently appears, that fhankers, or venereal ulcers, 
may be bred in thofe places, and fome certain obfer- 
vations alío teach the truth of this matter. - 

— Yn an internal gonorrhea.] This term may be 
changed in Latin to the genital proftuvium, which 
was known 1n antient times; but that was very dif- 
ferent from the venereal gonorrhea here treated of. 
So where the uncleannefs is mentioned in the fcrip- 
ture, * we read as follows: Vir, qui patitur fluxum 
feminis, immundus erit. Et tunc judicabitur huie vitio 
fubjacere, cum per fingula momenta adhaeferit carni ejus, 
atque concreverit, fe ius humor: * A man labouring 
* with a feminal flux fhall be deemed unclean, and 
** he fhall be judged to be fubjeét to this defect, as he 
* every moment might have adhered to his flefh, 
** and a feetid humour might have been caufed by it. " 
'The channel of the urethra, as will be prefently 
fhown, is mot with mucoíe h ximours, and the pro- 
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[tate gland communicates with it. If, therefore, the 
fecretion and excretion of fuch humours be aug- 
. mented, fuch a humour will be gradually protruded 
into the cavity of the urethra, and then adhere to 
the extremity of the urethra, and the internal fuper- 
ficies of the prepuce ; this is filthy, but in no man- 
ner contagious.  Befides, it is to be remarked, that 
the moifture which flows forth in the venereal go- 
norrrhea adheres not, nor grows to the top of the 
penis, but fouls the linen by a foetid dropping; from 
whence it is in fome languages called druiper, trip» 
oper, &c. | 

. After the venereal gonorrhea was become known, 
it became ufual among the phyficians to call thefe 
light evils juft now mentioned, a fimple gonorrhea, 
to diftinguifh it from the venereal contagion. Such 
a fimple gonorrhea is obferved to be caufed ab inaf- 
fueta potatione cerevifie, equitatione nimia, immoderato 
dfu Veneris, etiam pure, clyftere calidius admiffo, * 
* by an unaccuftomed drinking of beer, by much 
* riding, by immoderate venery, though pure, or 
** by a glifter given more warm than ufual.” I have 
feen the like to have been occafioned by the ule of 
more acrid diuretics, the application of cantharides, 
though but external, &c. But all thefe either fpon- 
taneoufly ceafe, or are cured in a fhort time, which, 
cannot in any manner be affirmed to be the cafe in 
the venereal gonorrhea. 

Thofe who have contended that the antiquity of 
the Lues Venerea is to be demonítrated from that 
part of holy writ, have urged, that this flux of the 
iced muft have been a contagion, as fo much cere- 
mony and caution were prefcribed for the cleanfing 
from it. But no body believes, at this day, that the 
_yenereal contagion is to be communicated to a found 
body by touching an. infeéted perfon in bed, or fit- - 
ting or lying where he did. The uncleannefs, under 
the Mofaical law, has nothing in common with any 

3 contagion 
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contagiom whatfoever; for in the fame place * a man 
was legally unclean from whom wir, de quo egreditur 
lamen coitus, ** the feed of coition or copulation goes 
* forth,” and a woman in her menftrua; which if 
any one had touched in bed, &c. he would be 
equally unclean. Befides, in fimple gonorrheas, 
efpecially in thofe from whom the feed flows unwil- 
lingly and unknowingly, without any fenle of en- 
joyment, they become debilitated and all enervated ; 
On the contrary, they are, in the venereal gonor thea, 
rholefted with frequent erections of the penis; from 
whence the cure of it is as often retarded, as will be 
{aid hereafter. 

It is certain, that the venereal gonorrhea was not 
known in the beginning, whilft the Lues Venerea be- 
gan to work its way into Europe; and we fee that 
the firft authors who wrote of the Lues Venerea have 
_ made no mention of the gonorrhea. Antonius Mufa 

Brafavolus * wrote a treatife of the French difeate, 
in the year 1551, where he has the following obfer- 
vation : A viginti anus citra, alie quedam fpecies or- 
tum habuere, que an declinantem morbum fequantur, an 
aliquo inodo immutatum fit genus, ambigendum effet: ** In 
* about twenty years another fpecies of this difeafe 
** appeared ; but it may be doubted whether it fol- 
** lowed a declining difeafe, or whether the difeafe 
* might have been only changed to fome other manner 
“or {pecies.” But he defcribes five changes of the 


e 
Lues: the falling of the hair and teeth, cafting of 


the nails, the lofs of eyes, and finally the gonorrhea. 
Nam Gallicus affecius ex gonorrhwa incipit, IK $9lea 
pilorum de pluvium fequitur ; quandoque. incipit a gonor- 
rhea, C9 m gonorrhocam fmit. Nam nihil aliud illam 
fequitur, quam quod tpfa perfeverat ; neque facile evinci 
poet; [cd neceffarium eff, fi fedari debeat, generofis 
uti prefidiis, de quibus poftea verba faciemus : : S Boe 
* the Gallicus morbus begins with the gonorrhea,. 
* and. afterwards follows the (hedding or caiting of 


ees “the: 
* Levit. cap. xv. ver. 10. 19. T Aphredif, p. 659. 
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* the hair, fometimes begins with the gonorrhea and 
.** finifhes with the fame; for nothing 1 more than its 
* perfeverance follows, nor can it be eafily over- 
* come; but it is necefíary to ufe fome generous 
* helps, more of which hereafter." 

In this author it particularly deferves to be re- 
marked, that he already had doubted whether it was 
not a declining Lues, which had been followed by the 
firft furious gonorrhea ;-and he alfo remarked, that 
the Bosepun begun from a venereal gonorrhea, and 
ended in the fame, the matter being expelled by this 
flux of the diftemper. We obferve The gonorrhea, in 
the infeéted in our times, which, if properly cured, 
will free the reft of the body from the Lues; nor 
will any of thefe evils follow which are accuftomed. 
to accompany the fpreading evil through the whole 
body. “From whence, it is not without reafon be- 
lieved, that by a gonorrhea, treated in a fkilful man- 
ner, the perfon infected will be altogether freed from 
a venereal contagion, which is to be yet treated of, 
whilft the cure of the Lues will be fpoken of: but 
where the gonorrhea is neglected, or treated by a 
perverfe method ; or whilít the patients, with un- 
 bridled lutt, contra& the fame evil by repetition, 
and impure venery, the Lues will follow. The go- 
 norrhea, according to this author, firft appeared 

about the year 1531, and it feems to have been fo 
frequent in the time of Bernard Tomitanus *, that he 
had faid, Quotufquifque eff, qui Lue Gallica inficiatur 
aufpicio gonorrbee ? Profecio, qui boc tempore laboret 
citra boc feminis profluvium, vix unus aut alter exftat : 

** How many are there infected with the Lues Gallica 
** beginning with a gonorrhea ? Truly there is fcarce- 
** ly a man but now labours under. this quienipu- 
** of the feed.” This author was famous for his fkill 
in phyfic, in the year 1531. It is likely that he exer- 
ied: that art, atleaft, until the year 1538, when hg 

G 4 began 


. Aphrodifiac. p. 1053, + Aftruc de Lue Venerea, 
tom, II. p. 765. & feq. 
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began to teach logic, being elected intq the order of 
profeffors: he followed this undertaking until the 
year 1563, when he took leave of the profefforíhip, 
and betook himielf entirely to curing the fick. Nor 
does it appear in that time in which he taught, that 
he ceafed the exercife of phyfic, or the medical art ; 
for in a preface which he fixed to two books of 
the Gallic difeafe, he fays, * «um diffcrendi ratio- 
nem C9 magifiram, imvito animo potius, quam infe- 
liciter, tractaverim, nihil tamen, aut nature mee rati- 
oni magis con[entameum, aut dignitatt mee opportunius, 
fore arbitrabar, quam quod mihi dabatur otii, poft ip[am 
explicandi rationem, in medicee artis exercitatione confu- 
mere : ** Whilft I was teaching the art of difputation, 
* rather with an unwilling mind than without fuccefs, 
* J was of opinion, that nothing could be more 
« agreeable to my natural difpofition, or more be- 
* coming my rank, than to employ what leifure time 
* ] had, after the exercife of my profefforfhip, in 
* the ftudy and practice of phyfic.” From hence, 
when he had laid down the office of profeffor, having 
fome leifure, medice fue exercitationis aliquod. [pecimen 
prebere voluit, Sc. Ac primum illud, quod mihi (inquit) 
ob oculos verfabatur, fuit de Lue Gallica pertractatio : 
* he was defirous to give fome fpecimen of his me- 
*« dical exercitations, and becaufe the morbus Gal- 
* ]icus was conftantly under his obfervation, he 
«© publifhed a treatife upon it.” If we confider this, 
we fhall find that the firft mention of the gonorrhea 
occurs about that time which Brafavolus has men- 
tioned. | 

But it is hkewife true, that in his firft chapter of 
the fecond book, he has the following words : + Tem: 
poris autem lapfu, ufque ad nofiram etatem, que morbi 
centefimum annum fere, aut circiter, explere videtar, 
Cc. ** But in the courfe of time, an hundred years 
* of which feems to be paffed, fince the introduction 
* of this difeaíe ;" which is not agreeable to the 
| chro- 
* Aphrodifiac. p. rors. T Ibidem, 1053. 
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chronology of the venereal difeafe ; for Bernardinus 
Tomitanus died in Padua, 1576, of the plague,* in 
the feventieth year of his age ; fo that he was not 
living when the age was firft attacked by the Lues. 
This phyfician’s hiftory therefore fhows, that he 
wrote thefe two books of the French difeafe, not 
long after the year 1563. From hence it appears, 
that fome error crept into his numerical figures, 
which.the celebrated Aftruc * alfo confefles to have 
fufpe&ed. | 
But Tomitanus teítifies, prima contagionis femina 
exftare in prafentia, bubones, cariem, verrucas, 69 
Gonorrbeam : ** that the firft feeds of the contagion 
** difclofed themíelves in his time in buboes, Caries, 
** warts, and gonorrhea,” It is to be remarked, that 
the caries, fo called here, means not that of the 
bones, which is preceded by cruel pains of the ofteo- 
copium, which were far more rare whilft the dif- 
eale was wont to begin from the gonorrhea; but 
by a caries, thofe little ulcers which corrode the pu- 
denda is to be,underítood, as that very author + 
clearly explains; and as Fallopius’s teítimony in de- 
termining the epoch of the venereal gonorrhea may 
appear more doubtful, T the celebrated Aftruc be- 
beved,|| that that treatife of the French diftemper, 
was written in the year 1560, or 1561, fince he 
there fays, that fifteen years had not then elapfed, 
fince the Gallic gonorrhea was obferved by him to 
have had its epoch, which coincides with the year 
15453 but he in another place § remarks, that fome 
authors of great fame had difagreed among them- 
felves concerning the birth and day of Fallopius’s 
death. Befides, he informs us, that Fallopius had 
publifhed nothing elíe befides his anatomical obfer- 
vations ; for all the reft of thofe writings which bear 
his 
* Aftruc de Lue Vener. tom. IL p, 766. 
T Aphrodifiac. p. 1052. t Ibidem, p. 780. 
# De Lue Vener. lib. i. cap. xiii. tom. I. P. 99. 
$ Tom. ll. p. 746, 747, Ibidem. 
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his name, are pofthumous, and publifhed by his 
pupils; as any one of them had collected them 
from his mafter, as he was teaching, and not dic- 
tatine them, and then difpofed them according to their 
own genius, and gave them forth again in their own 
words. From whence, notwithftanding that treatife 
was wrote in the year 1560, or 1561, yet it does 
not appear in what year Fallopius had laid thofe 
circumitances relative to the epoch of the gonor- 
rhea before his pupils. 

Aftruc * indefatigable in rummaging thofe authors, 
who wrote of the Lues Venerea, found a defcrip- 
tion of the gonorrhea, in a certain author named 
games Betbencourt, who publifhed a book concern- 
ing the Lues in Paris, anno 1527. Of this gonor- 
rhea* which feems to him to be the firft of all, 
the author, expreffes himfelf thus: Confuluit me qui- 
dam juvenis, cujus mentula fefqui annum perpetuo fanio- 
Jum ac virulentum vomebat fuccum; quod Venereo con- 
traxerat certamine. Ufus fuerat fruftra mulierum Me- 
dicorum ac Chirurgorum confilio, «sc. *Cum mentula do- 
lorosé arrigeretur, de ulcere fufpicatus fum $^ confului, 
caveret ab injectionibus ; tum, ne phiegmone prm 
tur, tum, quod, ft feminariis ulcus latitaret vafis, 1 
mentule utroque latere difpen[atis, tales. inutiles Ms 
effent .... medicamentis deficcatorits convaluit. — ** A 
“ certain young man confuited me, whofe mentula, 
* during half a year, continually difcharged à vi- 
* rulent corrupt matter, which he had contracted in 
* a venereal embrace : he in vain had the opinions 
* and advices of many phyficians and furgeons, &c. 
* As the mentula was attended with great pain in 
** its erection, I was fufpicious of an ulcer; I there- 
** fore advifed him to beware ‘of injections, left that a 
** fwelling or infammation of the blood might be 
** then provoked by them; for, if the ulcer fhould 
** lurk in the feminal veffels difpofed on either fide 
* of the mentula, they would be totally ufelefs . 

ec ko 


* Aftruc, de Lue Vener, lib. i. cap. xiii. tom. IF. p. 637, & íeg. 
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* he grew better by drying medicines." This au- 
thor wrote thirty years after the Lues appeared in 
Europe ; fo that, according to his teftimony, the ve- 
nereal gonorrhea appeared fooner than thofe au- 
thors juft now quoted had fuppofed it. 

But as this fymptom is fo annoying and confpi- 
cuous, it could not efcape the obfervation of thote 
authors who wrote concerning the Lues, and yet 
made no mention of the gonorrhea: from whence it | 
may be concluded, that the gonorrhea came to be 
known after the Lues; although the time in which 
it was firít obferved, cannot be exa&ly determined, 
as it perhaps was various in different parts of the 
world. | 

It now follows, that fomething concerning the go- 
norrhea, and the various places it occupies, be men- 
tioned, which indicate more or lefs difficulty of cure, 
to a fkilful phyfician, as the penis is affected by the 
gonorrhea in allits parts. That a better knowledge 
may be had of thofe places, fo wonderfully fabri- 
cated, let it be mentioned, that the penis confifts of 
two bodies, call'd cavernous or cellular ; which are 
two flexible tubes, abounding with ligaments, late- 
rally applied to each other, for the greateft part of 
its length. — Thefe tubes are not open, but are 
clofed in their extreme part ; they are oblufely coni- 
cal, have round apices, their own extremities, which 
are called the radices of the cavernous bodies of the 
penis, recede mutually from one another ; their fize - 
is there diminifhed, and finifhed in two apices, 
which are fixed to the margins of the os ifchii, and 
the os pubis; they approach toward one another at 
the junction of the os pubis, and unite themfelves. 
The membrane compofing thofe cylindrical tubes is . 
elaftic, and full of ligaments: the cavity of thofe 
tubes is fill’d with a cellular fubftance, fo firm, that. 
it feems to be a continuation of thofe involving 
membranes ; all the little cells have a communication 
with one another; they are always more or lefs = 

o 
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of blood, and may be compared to the cells of the 
Ípleen. 

~ Where thefe two tubes fill’d with this cellular fub- 
ftance, mutually touch each other fideways, the 
tranfverfe fibres of one are united to the tranfverfe 
fibres of the other, fo that they form a certain enclo- 
fure, in which the fibres ftill mutually recede, and 
make little openings, by which the communication 
between the two cavernous bodies 1s maintained ; 
fo that by a blaft forced into one of thefe, the other 
immediately fills alio. That enclofure is very much 
diminifhed around the obtufe apices, which are the 
capita corporum fpongioforum of the penis.  Whilft 
thefe two cylindrical tubes he laterally to each other, 
the upper and under {pace remain free ; 1n this lower 
fpace, which is greater than the upper one, the 
urethra is placed along the whole length of the cor- 
pubs cavernofa of the penis, lying mutually upon 
both. The urethra, together with thefe two 
Ípongy bodies juít now defcribed, conftitute the 
penis, and is the chief feat of the gonorrhea; fo that 
it ought to be well known, that this difeafe may be 
truly underftood.* 

The urethra occupying the lower part of the pe- 
nis, is placed in a furrow, which is formed by the 
fides of the two cavernous bodies of the penis, 
lying alongfide of one another, and ftrongly adheres 
to them, the whole length of the furrow, along 
which the urethra runs. But although the urethra 
is compofed of a double membrane, and the ca- 
vernous fubítance be placed between thefe two 
membranes, fuch as is found in the cavernofa cor- 
pora of the penis, yet it differs from them ; becaufe 
it is lefs in fize, and makes an open channel to the 
bladder, through which the urine and feed iffue, 
as the corpora cavernofa of the penis refemble 
tubes, but fuch as through which nothing paffes, 
and are both clofed at their obtule apices. 


From 
* Winflow Expofit, Anatom, p. 595, & feq. 
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Prom whence the penis confifts of three bodies, 
befides its common integuments, which are pro-. 
perly called cavernous or cellular bodies, which are 
the two greater corpora covernofa of. the penis, and 
the third, which is likewife cavernous or ceilular, 
but is fmaller and perforated. The formation of 
the penis cannot be more perfectly demonftrated, 
than if the two ereater cellular bodies, being diftended 
by inflation, and likewife the cavernous body of the 
urethra, the penis be then dried, for the cells becoming 
{uff after being dried, wiil not collapfe again, but 
remain diftended, although the air will treely go forth 
into the taleolas, if the penis be diffected. he cele- 
 brated Ruifcbius * firftt demonftrated the wonderful 
fabric of the human penis, by this method of inflating 
it, and clearly exprefs'd it by figures or draughts ; 
where he, in the diffected taleola’s of the inflated 
penis, evidently demonftrates, how the urethra runs, 
in the inferior part of the penis, undet the cor- 
pora cavernofa of the penis lying together: the 
fame author proves, from the teftimonies of the 
moft fkilful anatomifts, who wrote before him, that 
they were ignorant of the true form or fabrick of 
the penis, urethra, and glans; but thofe bodies, 
which at this day are commonly called the cor- 
pora cavernofa, were by him called the nervio- 
{pongiofa. 

All the blood being firft exhaufted, he attempted 
to fill the vefiels of the penis, by an injection of 
a compofition of wax; but the cells of the penis 
being fo filled, he could fee nothing diftinctly ; 
therefore he exhauíted the blood from the penis, 
and wafhing it with water by the help of a funnel, 
he fil'd it again with air by ination, tied it very 
tight, and then driedit. But that the formation of 
the glans of the penis may be rightly underftood, 
it is to be remarked, that the urethra, after it arrives 
to the extremities or heads of the cellular bodies T 

: the 
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the penis, forms the glans of the penis, together 
with the corpus cavernofum; for that cavernous 
body of the urethra is placed between its two mem- 
branes, 1s very thick between the proítate glans, and 
the meeting of the corpora cavernoía, afterwards 
more thin, grows thick again; towards the foremoft 
parts of the penis, it 1s bent towards the outfide, 
and leaves the mouth of the urethra open in the 
glans, then forms the exterior fpongy fuperficies of the 
glans, and is terminated in a fringe at the junction of 
the prepuce :* from whence the glans of the penis is, 
asit were, an elongated fubítance of the urethra, 
reflected towards the outfide, and covering the heads 
of the corpora cavernofa of the penis, adheres to 
them ; and the membrane, which covers the exter- 
nal fuperficies of the glans, is a continuation of the 
membrane which invefts the internal fuperficies of 
the urethra; under which the cavernous body of 
the urethra proceeding forward, continues a like 
Íubítance through the glans, whilft the external 
jembrane of the urethra, being turned back, toge- 
ther with thefe, covers the heads of the corpora ca- 
vernofa of the penis, and fo in like manner hinders 
all communication between the two corpora caver- 
nofa of the penis, and the cellular body of the 
urethra. 

Ruifchius + wondered at this, whilft he enquired 
into the ftructure of the glans, the cellular bodies 
of the penis being previoufly inflated, ea enim infla- 
Hone intumuit 63 induruit quidem interior glandis pars, 
flaccida tamen manjit glandis pars exterior ; “ for an 
** interior part of the glans fwelled, and grew hard 
* by that inflation, yet the exterior Pe of the glans 
** remained flabby.” 

Nor was that a wonder, for the corpora cavernofa 
of the penis being inflated, he felt the heads of them 
{welling, on which heads the glans, being not in- 

flated, 


* Herm. Boerh. Inftitut. Med. GS. 6:4. 
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flated, refted altogether foft and flabby: from 
.Whence he believed, that the interior parts only of 
the glans were fwelled. He expreffes this matter 
ingenioufly in delineating the penis, with the two 
corpora cavernofa only inflated, the glans being left 
out, and no mention made of its fwelling, either in 

its length or breadth. i 
But whilft Ru/cbius || inflated the cavernous body 

of the urethra only, the exterior part of the glans 
.Íwelied, but not the interior, which remained flabby ; 
and he afterwards inflated the corpora. cavernofa of 
the penis, and then the penis being dried and dif- 
fected, he delineated carefully thofe excellent figures, 
which fo clearly demonftrate the ftru&ure of the . 
enis ; among thefe there are two § which fhew how 
the fpongy body of the urethra, together with the 
two membranes of the urethra, by which it is con- 
fined, which conftitute the glans, being bent back- 
wards, lodge on the corpora cavernofa of the 
peni.  Befides, he has diitinguifhed the interval, 
which is interpofed between the apex of the corpus 
cavernofum of the penis and glans, which is placed 
upon it by a broader line than is in the external 
margin of the diffe&ed glans: for in this interval, 
the membrane furrounding the corpus cavernofum 
. of the penis is contiguous, and grows to the external 
membrane of the urethra ; from whence the thicknefs 
of it is more confiderable. From thefe circumftances, 
it is underftood why Ruifchius * has faid, Reperi 
penis, glandem nil aliud effe, quam veram centinuati- 
onem Lam corporis nerveo [pongiofi majoris et craffioris 
maximam penis partem conflituentis minoris et temuioris 
uretbre maximam. et prejertim inferiorem. ejus partem 
ambientis fine ulla. fubflantie mutatione :. “ that he 
* found the glans to be nothing elfe but a true 
** continuation both of the thicker and greater ner- 
** veo-Ipongiofum body, which conftitutes the great- 
: € e(t 
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** eft part of the penis, and likewife of the fmaller 
** and thinner of the urethra, which furrounds the 
** greater, and particularly the lower part of it, 
* without any change of fubftance.” But it mani- 
feftly appears from his figures, that the glans of the 
penis, properly fpeaking, is a continuation of the 
cavernous body of the urethra, and is totally fepa- 
rated from the cavernous fubftance of the penis. It 
alfo appears, that Graafius + had erred, 1n fuppo- 
fing the fpongy part of the urethra gradually ap- 
proaching the glans, to be more and more attenu- 
ated, and at length to be obliterated in the glans ; 
for the contrary is true, the cavernous body of the 
urethra, in the extremity of the glans, is greateft, 
and thickeft, and forms T. the whole exterior part of 
the glans. 

The figure of the glans is like a cone which fi- 
nifhes in a round apex, its lower convexity is al- 
moft a plane, but the bafe is obliquely placed ; its 
circumference very little exceeds the cellular bodies 
of the penis, on which it is feated ; the channel of 
the urethra advancés directly forward, not through 
the middle of the glans, but by the inferior part of 
it, which is more level, and terminates in an oblong 
orifice, which is like a fiffure, and narrower than 
the cavity of the urethra, which almoft meets to- 
gether, where it is terminated in that orifice ||. 

. I fhould not fo long have dwelled upon the 
defcription of thefe parts, if I did not believe, that 
it was altogether neceffary for the underftanding of 
the nature of the gonorrhea, and many more evils 
that accompany it, or follow it ; efpecially if they 
have been neglected or treated. by unfkilful perfons, 
&c. It therefore remains, to confider thofe parts 
which are placed in the whole courfe of the ure- 
thra, from the bladder, to which it is almoft conti- 
nued to its orifice in the glans of the penis, and 
| | | | after- 
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afterwards what remarkable occurs in the cavity of 
this channel, which ferve to gain a knowledge of 
the gonorrhea and its cure. 

Where the urethra begins from the neck of the 
bladder, it is a fimple membranous channel, and 
hath not as yet acquired a cavernous body ; that 
channel is fuftained in this place by a whitifh thick- 
nefs,y fomewhat firm and in figure like a chefnut, 
and is placed between the bladder and the bulb 
of the urethra, (more of which prefently). This 
. maís was called proftatee, thus in the plural number, 
becaufe it appears diftinguifned as it were into two 

lobes, by the middle running from the bafe of 

_this mafs which is toward the bladder, unto the 
apex which is next the bulb of the urethra. The 
firit part of the urethra is placed in this furrow, and 
is as it were preffed down ; but that channel of the 
urethra adheres ftrongly to the proftate. 

The urethra then goes on, and about the diftance 
of a finger and a half's breadth from its origin, a 
fpongy fubítance meets this channel, like the cor- 
pora cavernofa of the penis, but more flender, and 
then it furrounds the urethra, and accompanies it 
in its whole courfe. That fpongy fubftance does not 
immediately furround the channel of the urethra, 
but firit forms an oblong body, which is called the 
éulb of the urethra. - | | 

There occur many more things worthy of notice 
in the cavity of the channel of the urethra; for in 
that part of the urethra which is immerged in the 
lubpftance of the proftate, there is an oval emi- 
nence, thicker toward the pofterior, fmaller towards 
the anterior parts, and ending in an apex. This 
eminence is called Caruncula, Caput Gallinaginis, 
Veru montanum, and is generally pierced by two lit- 
tle holes in it’s thickeft part, fometimes by one, 
and feldom by three: thefe are the orifices of the 

conduits or pipes by which the feminal veffels fift 
or ftrain the feed into the cavity of the urethra: be- 

Vor. X VII. H fides 
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fides there are in the fame place, on either fide of 
the thickeft part of the fame Caruncula, four, five, 
or fix little holes difpofed in the form of a crefcent, 
. or half moon, which are the excretory ducts of the 
proftate, which pour out a moifture fecreted * from 
thefe glands into the cavity of the urethra. 

The internal membrane of the urethra is fome- - 
what flender and full of veffels it is pierced. with 
a quantity of oblong holes, fome greater, fome 
lefs, chiefly about the glans of the penis: thefe holes 
are continued into the excretory canals of the 
glans, which are placed in the cavernous body of 
the urethra, ‘Thefe excretory conduits or ducts of 
thefe glands, run along the internal membrane of 
the urethra, through the cavernous fubftance, and 
then they obliquely penetrate the cavity of the ure- — 
thra, which they cover with a foft mucofe humour, 
. fecreted from them, and defend that fenfible mem- 
brane from the acrimony of the urine, and preferve 
it flexible, and lubricate it. But as thefe conduits are, 
obliquely opened in the urethra; hence their orifices 
are of the fhape of a half moon.* The celebrated Mor- 
gagni | hath fhewn thefe glands in the diffected urethra, 
but there are fome of them more remarkable than the 
reít ; two fuch are found near the beginning of the 
fpongy body of the urethra, and thefe have excre- 
tory ducts rather long, but each of them is of an 
oblong plane figure, and about the fize of the 
{tone of a cherry : proceeding towards the anterior 
parts, a third gland, like unto the former ones, is 
found; thefe glands were called Cowperiana, from | 
Ettore, that disais anatomift who difcovered and 
defcribed them, $ and compared them in mag- 
nitude to a French bean: he faid, they were flat 
tened and of an oval figure, and yellowifh like the 
proftate ; they are feated upon both fides above 

the 
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the bulbus of the urethra ; and their excretory ducts 
tun for about half an inch along the convex fuper- 
ficies of the internal membrane of the urethta : they 
afterwards aré more flender, and obliquely pene- 
trate into the cavity of the urethra, by two diftin& 
orifices, in that place where the urethra is inflected, 
under the os pubis in perineum. In the neighbour- 
ing glandular places is fituated a third fuch gland; 
of lefs bulk than the former, near the anus, and 
opening into the cavity of the urethra by two oris 
fices, diftant about three tenths of an inch from the 
former ones. That this gland may appedr, the cel- 
lular body of the urethra muft be cut to the internal 
- membrane of the urethra, lengthwife.* There are 
figures in the place above cited, which elucidate the 
defcription of thefe glands. as 

Thefe confiderations being premifed, thofe fymp- 
toms which are obíerved to happen in a gonorrheay 
will be more eafily underftood, and which are vac 
rious according as the venereal virus adlieres to 
various parts of the penis, and by corroding caufes 
anulcer. Let us fuppofe that the glans of the pe- 
nis is affected + by fuch an ulcer after impure ve- 
Rery ; the glans is compofed, as hath been faid, of 
the elongated fpongy body of the urethra, which ig 
turned back above the two fpongy bodies of the pe-. 
nis, terminated at the corona of the glans, and forms 
the guard of this gland ; therefore the gland is com- 
pofed of the fame ftructure as the body of the 
urethra; from whence being fill’d by an effufion of 
blood from the arteries into the celis, and its return 
into the veins being prevented, it may be dií- 
tended even unto burfting, which happens at the 
crifis of the venereal a& ; from hence it is greatly 
inflamed at that time ; but the feed being emitted, 
the glans firft grows flabby, and in that very inftant 
of time, being very abforbent, eafily conveys into 
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its cells already emptied, whatever penetrating fluid 
is applied to that imbibing fuperficies. For, as 
the cells of the cavernous body of the urethra, by 
an effufion of blood by the arteries, and the re- 
turn of which by the veins is obitruéted, {well 
greatly at that time which nearly precedes the ejec- 
tion of the feed, which being over, the effufed blood 
prefently returns by the veins now free, and the 
mouths of the abforbing veins eafily deliver what 
they had received-themfelves, to the veins already 
empty. This peculiar ftru&ure of the veins in the 
penis, demonftrates an eafy and expeditieus reforp- 
tion. For Ruifchius,* the firft amoneft the ana- 
tomifts, hath demonftrated, Vene per penem diftribu- 
ie, fi non omnes, faltem tot, quat unquam offendit, fimt 
poris magnis 8 vifibilibus foraminibus pertufe, cribri 
inflar, (Sc. Ejufmodi Venarum perforatio in caufa eft, 
quod fanguis, per penem redux, ctliffime poffit a pene re- 
gredi, p momento flaccefcente, * that the veins dif- 
** tributed through the penis, if not all, at leaft as 
« many as he ever found, have been bored or 
* plerced by great pores and vifible apertures, as 
“if it were a fieve, &c. This perforation of the 
** veins is the caufe that the blood returned by the 
* penis can very foon be brought back, from the 
** penis commonly growing flabby at that moment." 
That there is an immediate intercourfe between the 
cellula of the penis and the veins, is evident from 
hence, that if the corpora cavernofa of the penis are 
inflated, the veins which run along its back, are 
for the moft part inflated likewife-+: and he exhibited 
fuch a figure of an inflated and dried penis, as fhows 
the apertures of the veins. Rzifcbius hath in another 
place [ demonftrated, that the motion of the blood 


through the penis is rapid ; for he was called to a 


man, who had an ulcer that had eaten the artery 


bctween the glans and the prepuce, a violent hemor- 


rhage following, rendered the wretch almoft blood- 
! lefs,i 
* Obfervat. 42. Anat. Chirurg. No. 100. p. 97. 
T Ibidem, p.96, & fg. 754 — 1 Obfervat. 42, Ibid, p. 41. 
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lefs, nor could it be ftaunched by various ftyptic re- 
medies. Aaifcbius covered the glans with the pre- | 
“ puce, bound it thus down, and fo relieved the patient 
from that danger. 

Hence the reafon is underítood, why the conta- 
gion is fo promptly abforbed in the beginning of the 
Lues Venerea, and why it infe&s the whole body in 
the {pace of a few days. The venereal contagion 
feems to be have been altogether moveable in the 
beginning of the Lues, and to be abforbed with fa- 
cility ; after many years it began as it were to grow 
milder, and it was wont to manifeft itfelf firft in that 
part whereby it was contracted, (fee fect. 1442.) and 
then the gonorrhea had its rife, which, if regularly 
treated, preferved the body from the reft of the 
evils of the Lues Venerea, as will be afterwards 
fhewn in the cure of it; for the venereal contagion 
is fixed in the place to where it is applied, and then 
multiplies not itfelf by difperfing fo very foon 
through the reft of the body. : 

AAs the penis is moft particularly expofed to the 
contagion in impure venery, it is _eafily underftood 
why the contagion becomes fo very frequent in that : 
part; why that fungous part of the glans fwells with 
ulcerous matter, which was defcribed in the prece- 
dent paragraph, fo as the prefs'd gland will ex- 
fude it ; why the ulcers bred in this {pongy part 
{till feeding upon all this body, and converting the 
whole glans into venereal corruption, will caufe it 
to fall off from the remaining yard: and it is 
finally manifeft, that the communication by the 
 Ípongy urethra is maintained from the head of the 
penis even to the neck of the bladder, fince it is 
all one continued cavernous body ; and fince the fu- 
perfcies of thefe cells is always invefted by a fat 
oily humour, by which it is lubricated and ex- 
panded, it eafily appears why this contagion once 
feceived, flourifhes and expands itfelf ío expedi- 
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tioufly. * Moreover it appears from thefe circum- 
ftances, that, in refpect to the diverfity of the part 
to which the contagion adheres in this region, diffe- 
rent fymptoms or complaints will enfue, and fome 
of them may be more eafily, and others more difficultly 
cured, which we muft confider. 7 | 

It happens in impure venery, that a contaminated 
matter, abiorbed by the dilated pores into the fu- 
perficies of the glans inflated by the venereal ceftrum 
when it begins to grow flaccid, the firft moment 
it infinuates itfelf into the cells of the fpongy body 
of the glans, which is continued between the two 
membranes of the urethra unto the neck of the 
bladder; but this communication caufes the leaft 
contagion of the fpreading evil to be eafily propa- 
gated in all this part. But when it is here ad- 
mitted to the more tender membranous fat, an ulcer 
fuddenly breeds there, and collects a matter which 
has been already mentioned. This foetid ulcerous 
bumour always forms itfelf there a furrow fuffici- 
ently large, in which matter is made, accumulated and 
retained, from whence it flowly goes forth, but yet. 
plentifully. Ifthe cavity of the fungous fabric of 
the glans is ftopped, and the matter dilating it- 
felf forms on its fuperficies outlets by which to iffue, 
then a moft filthy moifture exfudes through that 
part, then corrupts and fometimes blafts the pre- 
puce and the glans: this is called by Boerhaave the 
firft fpecies of the venereal gonorrhea.+ 

it is known by the foetid moifture, which is thin- 
ner than that in other diforders of this name; it is 
engendered in no jimall quantity, between the glans 
and the prepuce, or a matter exfuding through the 
glans when preffed, the contagion being taken away, 
the cure of ‘this gonorrhea is not difficult ; fome- 
times a red fpot appears in the fuperficies of the 
glans; this of all others is the chief fign of having 
eatched the contagion, This fpot fometimes va- 

m | | nifhes 
# Aphrodifiac. in Prefatione, ——— T Ibigem. 
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nifhes in a fhort time, and there afterwards follows 
an excretion of matter through the fubftance of the 
glans; fometimes that mark firft degenerates into a 
morbid ulcer, and from that the infection advances 
to the fungous fubftance of the glans. Where fuch 
an ulcer is feated in the internal part of the pre- 
puce, or in the glans, it difcharges a fimilar and not’ 
inconfiderable quantity of matter, fuch as that which 
flows from the glans when prefs'd, and when its 
cellular fabric hath been infected. 

But as the matter of the gonorrhea is more fre- 
quently accuftomed to difcharge itfelf through the 
urethra, fo that fome have called it a flux of the 
feed, as they might have believed this matter to 
have been a genital humour, but corrupted by the 
contagion of the Lues Venerea; hence where that 
matter pafs’d forth through the fubftance of the 
glans, and nothing by the urethra, fome have called 
ita gonorrhea, but a fpurious one, in order to dif- 
tinguifh it from other kinds. We read + that a ces 
lebrated phyfician of Montpellier, named Maffon, 
had feen a peculiar fpecies of a gonorrhea in three 
of his patients, in which the venereal tabus iffued 
. forth from the {mall glands furrounding the corona of 
the glans, and this difeafe was cured by the reme- 
dies ufually applied to other gonorrheas. It is added, 
that the celebrated Barbyrac, and other phyficians of 
Montpelier, had obferved the fame difeafe before; 
and as the celebrated Litire had defcribed fuch glands 
§ in this place, there was from thence a new argu- 
ment deduced in fupport of the exiftence of thofe 
glands. The celebrated Aftruc defends the fame 
opinion * concerning the name and feat of the dif- 
eafe, and treats of it in that place where he {peaks 
of the fpurious gonorrhea, or concerning the vene- 
real fHillicidium from the glans. 

Hu: s It 
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It has been fhown, that there are in this part 
fome fmall glands which exhale a poifonous odour, 
and cauíe a colleétion of filthy matter between the 
prepuce and the glans. But the venereal virus, as 
was before faid, is eafily entangled by tough and 
mucous humours, fuch as thefe glands diicharge. 
It appears then very probable, that thefe glands are 
very often infected, and they in truth appear very 
apt for fixing the received contagion, and from 
thence venereal ulcers are bred; by which I have 
often {een the whole corona of the glans furrounded. - 
But it does not feem certain, that the gonorrhea 
called the fpurious, always owes its origin to thefe 
glands thus affected. — Sydenbam * gives the follow- 
ing account: Jpje feilicet vidi, virulentam hujufmodt 
materiam per fubjiantiam glandis porofam exfudare, nou 
ger ureibram ejectam, nulloque ulcere vel glandem. oc- 
cupante, vel praputium: ** Moreover I myfelf have 
* feen a virulent matter of this kind to exfude 
* through the porous fubftance of the glans, and 
* not difcharged through the urethra; neither 
** was the glans or prepuce attacked by an ulcer,” 
And Vercellonus § afirms to have feen many more fo 
affected, qui albam faniem plorabant per fubflautiam 
glandis porofam, etiam citra. ullum ulcus, | ** who dif- 
** charged a white putrid matter through the porous 
** fubítance of the glans, alfo without any. ulcer." 
I well remember to have often feen fome drops of 
venereal corruption iffue through the whole fubitance 
of the glans penis whilft it was prefs’d in fuch pa- 
tients ; though I could difcover no complaint in 
either the prepuce, or in the border of the corona of 
the glans, where thefe ímaller glands are laid. ——— 
. Another fpecies of gonorrhea is obferved, + when 
the venereal virus, infinuating itfelf through the 
pores of the glans, penetrates into the cellular m: 
| of 1 
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of the urethra which grows round it, and forms an 
ulcer there, which corrodes the openings and paf- 
fages of the urethra. Hence it pours out an ulcer- 
ous matter, continually diftilling from this paflage, 
but chiefly when the yard is fqueezed in that part, 
_ being forced or fqueezed upwards from the lower 
part. If it is preffed upwards in the morning after 
fleep, before it 1s wafhed, at about a thumb’s breadth 
from the top of the penis, a quantity of foetid matter 
is fqueezed out; from whence it appears, that this 
matter adheres not in the urethra, but that it is 
forced by that preffing or fqueezing from the corpus 
cavernofum of the urethra. In this fpecies of the 
gonorrhea, no more of fuch matter will iffue, if the 
whole penis be fqueezed from the neck of the blad- 
der to the glans; from whence it is concluded, that 
this place only is affected. 

This is moft frequently the cafe in the beginning 
of the gonorrhea, occurring every day, and produ- 
cing a great quantity of venereal corruption for a 
long time, efpecially in men of a lax habit; and if 
the matter be freely fecreted, though for a long time, 
it feldom produces the Lues, and in general is a pre- 
fervative from it. It is more particularly dangerous 
in this refpect, that the matter, adhering in the 
crooked turnings of the cellular membrane, may 
caufe a continual dropping or running, fcarcely to be 
cured by any art, efpecially if this diforder was. ne- 
elected or badly treated in the beginning ; for then 
the virus might have been propagated through the 
whole length of the cellular body of the urethra, even 
unto its bulb. 

From hence, the place about the end of the ure- 
‘thra, which is dilated about the glans, and makes a 
kind of an oval little trench, and which 1s called za- 
vicularis,* is firft affected. | 

But as the corpus cavernofum of the urethra, as 
Bath been before faid, being turned back, forms the 

qM T 
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bulk of the glans of the penis in the lower part, 
where the urethra is thinner in fubítance, fometimes 
a hole is eaten which 1s hard to be cured, nay it re- 
mains fometimes incurable during life. 

It was before faid, that the channel of the urethra 
was pierced through ail its length, by certain greater 
and leffer orifices ; by thefe alfo the contagion of the 
Lues may be very eafily communicated, from which 
the gonorrhea follows. ‘This Lues is ufually com- 
pofed of a more acrimonious, or of a more copious 
quantity of venereal poifon, from an ardent and 
repeated impure venery, from former gonorrheas, 
from the ufe of venery whilft the gonorrhea is run- 
ning, from the great heat of the air, from leaping, 
riding; in all which, the venereal contagion is ren- 
dered more active and hurtful. : 

The patients feel a fenfible pain in the penis, and 
if the urethra i$ fqueezed, a greater quantity of mat- 
ter flows out, but by a more flow dropping, on ac- 
count that the urethra is more contracted ; by fqueez- 
ing from the hinder part of the penis towards the 
clans, the matter may be preffed out, which does 
not happen in the upper part of the urethra ; when 
the feat of the evil fticks near the glans, a white 
humour iffues, grows yellow when dry, and renders 
the linen ftiff. If the evil is of a bad nature, this 
humour or matter grows green; and the cafe is yet 
worfe, if a matter full of corrupt blood, or bloody, 
flows out; for then it is a fign, that the cellular fa- 
bric of the urethra 1s corroded, from whence a diffi- 
culty of cure is indicated: but this ufually happens 
to thofe who are more frequently tormented with an 
erection of the yard, whilft they labour under the 
gonorrhea. The colour of the diftilling matter is 
alfo changed in the like order ; whilft proper medi- 
cines are applied, the diforder crows better, the 
bloody and corrupt matter begins to grow green, and 
then yellow ; afterwards grows white, and diminifhes 


in quantity. 
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It has been often obferved, that the gonorrhea. 
which is floweft in appearing, after a connection with 
an infected woman, is the worfít, a troublefome 
firicture, as it were, is felt in the penis, which, 
whilft the urine is ftrained out, not only excites or 
cauíes pain, but {till caufes a feeling of fome impedi- 
ment. I have feen this the fecond or third day after 
the gonorrheal infection had declared itfelf; in others 
only in ten or twelve days after, and fometimes 
later. 

The material caufe of the gonorrhea feems to be a 
humour naturally flowing from the furrows of the 
urethra, and lubricating its internal fuperficies ; that 
humour is but in fmall quantity in time of health. 
When the venereal contagion is entangled in it, then 
the fecretion is increafed, and a corroding acrimony 
is alfo collected, the fecretion being increafed by the 
fury of the contagion. If the virus is wafhed away 
before it can corrode that place to which it adhered, 
the evil is cured without ulceration; but if the virus 
hath been more acrid or copious, or lurked longer 
in a place, before it declared itfelf in a gonorrhea, 
an ulceration is to be feared. | 

Sharp * well remarks, that fuch an effufion may be 
produced, by an irritation only increafing a fecretion 
of the natural humours, without an ulcer : thus a great 
quantity of humours in the inteftines is feparated by the 
ftimulus of a cathartic, and expelled by the alvus : fuch 
an abundance of faliva is fecreted by the {moaking of 
tobacco, that the whole body falls fometimes into a 
confumption. ‘The fluor albus in women bears great 
Affinity to a filthy corrupt matter, and though a great 
quantity of it is difcharged, there is no ulcer difco- 
vered. From men a far greater quantity of gonor- 
rheal matter flows out, than may feem to be expected 
from a few little ulcers. corroding the internal fuper-. 
ficies of the urethra. This is farther proved in the 

| female 
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female gonorrhea ; for this flux is fometimes very 
copious in women, and yet, by the moft diligent - 
Ícarch, no ulcer, or trace'of an ulceration, is difcovered 
in the vagina, which neverthelefs ought to be the 
cafe, if that flux had been an ulcerous corruption. _ 
In men, the interior parts of the urethra are hardly 
vifible; but in the diffected bodies of thofe who la- 
boured under the gonorrhea, and have died of other 
difeafes, were fometimes found the figns of inflam- 
mation, mucofe, fwelled' furrows, and the emiffaria 
oícula ulcerated. Sometimes a great quantity of 
matter is alfo collected in thefe parts. So Morando * 
found in a young man of twenty years of age, 
who, dying of a flow fever, was, at his death, en- 
tirely emaciated by a confumption, about the caput 
gallinaginis, a blackifh tumour, from which he col- 
lected nine drachms of fuch matter; and whilft he 
endeavours to prove that it 1s not feed that flows from 
the urethra ina gonorrhea, he tells us, that he put a 
little of that matter into the urethra of a dog, with 
this effect; that a yellowifh corruption perpetually 
flowed from the penis of that animal until it died ; 
but the dog died mad. | 
The celebrated Morgagni, Y who diffected many 
more virile urethras than perhaps any other anatomift, 
declares, that he feldom or never had perceived thofe 
injuries in the urethra, which accompany a gonor- 
rheal contagion. For that humour which firft flows 
in the beginning of a gonorrhea is not purulent, at 
leaft it is not real pus; nor is it attended with fo 
much pain as to indicate a corroding ulcer, nor as 
yet appears the leaft drop of blood, or lighteft tinc- 
cure of it. From whence it feems to be confirmed, 
that that flux, in the beginning at leaft, depends or 
arifes from that increafed quantity of natural mucofe 
humour, by which the cavity of the urethra is wont 
to 
* Prima Decade di Lettere Famigliari, p. 108, 109,110. 
l De fedibus & caufis Morbor, per Anat. dete&is, tom, t. 
p. 194, & feq. 
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to be covered. For in a young man about twenty- 
five years of age, who renewed an old gonorrhea by a 
frefh one, before fix months were paft, and that {till 
continuing, he died with the hemorrhage from the 
wound; and examining diligently then his genital 
parts, T. in preputio, glande, urethra, nihil ufquam ul- 
cerum, erofionis, ruboris, nec quidpiam aliud, quod ad 
prejentem gonorrhoeam attineret, fi madorem excipias, 
quam foleat, majorem, a media urethra ad glandem ufque 
pertinentem. Ad gonorrhocam autem illam "veterem, 
 diuturnamque, {pectare hec, credidit ; primum, ab eo 
ferme loco, unde mador incipiebat, exftantem oblongam 
albidam lineam, ulteriora verfus oblique tendentem, gc. 
** he found in the praepuce, glans, and urethra, no 
. ulcers, corrofion, rednefs, nor any thing elfe re- 
** lative to the prefent gonorrhea, except a moifture 
- which was greater than is ufual, extending from the 
: middle of the urethra unto the glans. But he be- 
heved, that thefe circumftances had belonged to the 
* old and long-continued gonorrhea, &c.” To this 
moifture of the urethra fometimes a rednefs is added ; 
and it is/no wonder, that this fymptom was obferved 
in this man, as he died of the hemorrhage. But a 
very candid author § acknowledges,. that he had 
often feen the traces or marks left in the urethra, 
from the antecedent corrofion, the filling up of the 
mucofe furrows, fcars in the urethra, the conítri&tion 
of it, and the growth of luxuriant flefh in that feat 
of the furrows or lacune; nay, even in another 
body, + tractus erat tranfverforum digitorum trium, 
aut eo amplius, quo proclive erat intelligere, urethram 
elim fuiffe ulceratam. Per eam enim faciem, in qua ili: 
erant. canaliculi,.tres quatuorve exflabant , in tranfver[um 
ducia, albide, €9 quafi tendinee, chordule, vel potius 
infit, non valde prominentes, nec ufquam fe ab interna 
membrana urethre fejungentes : ** there was a mark of 
** three fingers breadth, or more, by which it eafily 
370. | 24 ! ** was 
Y De fedibus & caufis Morbor. per Anat. deteéis tom. ii. P. 
196, $ Ibidem, p. 197. T Ibidem, p. 168. 
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* was to be underftood, that the urethra was for- 
* merly ulcerated; for on that fuperficies in which 
** thefe little channels were, three or four whitifh. 
ftrings, brought acrofs as if they were tendons, or 
rather borders or laces, remained, not greatly ftand-- 
ing forth, nor at all feparated from the internal 
“© membrane of the urethra.” 

From hence may be feen, that the difpute between 
authors who wrote concerning theie difeafes, may. 
eafily be terminated ; for fome of them would not 
allow, that an ulcer ever was known attending the 
gonorrhea, but that there was only a greater fecre- 
tion and difcharge of natural muci, by which the in- 
ternal fuperficies of the urethra is lined. Some others 
faid, that the matter flowing from the penis was 
. filthy and corrupted; and from thence concluded, 
that a venereal ulcer attended every gonorrhea, efpe- 
cially when they faw that corroding ulcers were 
bred by the contagion of the Lues in other places 
of the body. ‘The difiections of dead bodies. have 
demonftrated, that the marks of ulcers are fometimes 
left, and appear after gonorrheas, and fometimes 
not. 

Certainly a found man feldom blows his nofe in 
hot weather, though the internal membrane of the - 
noftrils run with mucofe bubbles ; but if the diftil- 
lation of the head into the nofe begins to work, a 
great quantity of liquid flows from the noftrils; fo 
shat the nofe muft be continually wiped. But where 
the diftillation of the head into the nofe begins to 
ripen, as it is fo termed, the humour comes thicker 
from the noftrils, moft like unto digefted corruption 
which paffes about the end of a difeafe, though no 
ulcer at all had been in the cavities of the noftrils. 
Such matter is purged out by {fpittle, where the in- 
ternal fuperficies of the lungs 1s affected in the fame 
manner as the noftrils by the diftillation of the head 
to the nofe; and then a rheum or cold is faid to fol- 
low, which brings on a troublefome cough. This is 
‘mitigated 
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“mitigated when the digefted fpittle is difcharged, then 
perfect health follows, without any trace of an ulcer 
in the lungs. | 
From whence a celebrated author * hath ftated 
this humour to be the fame qui in gonorrhea rbeuma 
«erum fuppeditat, im quo virulenta V eneni materies ba- 
ret: uude 69. tunc dolor maximus in loco, ubi glans de- 
Jicit 5. quo vero plures borum folliculorum inficiuntur, ea 
pejor bic morbus ,. C9 contra; cumque, injecto liquore, 
communicare inter fe demonftraverit Cocburnius, facile | 
proferpit, ex uno in alium, malum: ** which plenti- 
* fully gives the true humour in the gonorrheal 
* rheum, in which humour a virulent poifonous 
* matter is entangled; and from whence there is 
'"* great pain in the place where the glans ends. The 
* more thefe little purfes or bladders are infected, 
* the more violent this diforder is ; on the other . 
* hand, às Cocburne has demonftrated, by an in- 
* jected liquor, that they communicate with one 
** another, and that the evil eafily creeps from one 
** to another of thefe follicule or bladders.” 

Thus the reafon is alfo underítood, why the con- 
tagion of the Lues Venerea is not fo frequently dif- 
perfed through the whole body ; after the gonorrhea, 
begins to manifeft itfelf, then the virus adhering to 
the urethra, is entangled by a greater quantity of 
fecreted mucofe matter, and is wafhed away and ex- 
pelled from the body ; then there is a tumefaction 
and dilatation of thofe little bladders and neighbour- 
ing vefiels, rather than a corroding of them; from 
whence the celebrated Morgagni, a8 hath been juft 
now faid, found a rednefs, and a greater moifture in 
the membrane of the urethra in dead bodies. And 
hence the reafon is underftood, why Botallus t has 
faid, Qui Fenerei morbi principia parvi faciunt, ju- 
vantur irum in modum feminis effiwoio diuturno : nam 
paulatim, quod putidum erat conceptum, effluit cum ca- 

re 
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tero, quod mondum corruptum, fed incofium, labitur * 
* They who pay little regard to the beginning of a 
** venereal diforder, are wonderfully helped by the 
* continual flowing of the feed; for what was re- 
** ceived putid flows by degrees with the reft, which 
** olides away, not as yet corrupted, but indigefted.”” 

But as often as the virus enters into the glands of 
the urethra called Cowperiana, by their ducts, and 
attacks them, the matter difcharges itielf into the 
cavity of the urinary paflage, and then it is faid to be 
a gonorrhea of the third ípecies. 

Thefe Cowperian glands, as they have been defcri- 
bed in this fection, lie on either fide of the urethra, 
above its bulb and their excretory ducts, even 
within half an inch of the convex fuperficies of the 
membrane of the urethra; then they obliquely pene- 
trate into its cavity, in that place where the urethra 
is bent under the offa pubis in perinzo. 

If the venereal virus has invaded thefe glands, and 
fixed its feat in them, it can be fcarcely extricated 
from thence ; but adhering and becoming worfe by 
delay, there eats great hollows and fiftulous cavities, 
flowing with this corruption, hard to be abfterged, 
and alío to be cured. ‘This is chiefly to be feared, 
if the flowing forth of the collected matter in the 
glands into the cavity of the urethra be obftructed by 
any caufe whatfoever, for then the worft of ulcers 
are fometimes generated at the fides of the urethra, 
and infect the neighbouring parts, and fometimes 
occupy the fubcutaneous or cellular fat parts, or the. 
hinder part of the penis, and become the worft of 
evils.* 

This complaint oftner derives its origin from the: 
firft and fecond fpecies of the gonorrhea, efpecially 
if the patient laboured under precedent diforders of’ 
this kind, many times repeated ; without thefe it: 
feldom happens : and the celebrated Littre+, who: 

difíected 
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diffe&ed a great number of dead bodies infected 
with the gonorrhea, only once had found the Cow- 
perian glands alone affected. But in the place where 
the emiffaria of thefe glands open into the cavity 
the urethra, there was a redneís, of the breadth of 
of four tenths of an inch, tending rather to the 
left than to the right part. There was a roundifh 
ulcer nearly in the middie of that rednefs, equal to 
about half a tenth of an inch in diameter; it had 
eaten away a great part of the left orifice, and alfo a 
mall portion of the neighbouring urethra. The eland 
anfwering to this orifice, was found red, hard, and | 
dwelled, the gland of the right fide was lefs affected. 
This fpecies of gonorrhea is known by a tu- 
mour and pain in the middle of the perineum, 
which is fometimes extended to the anus ; nor does 
a great quantity of matter flow from the penis in 
this kind of gonorrhea; there is fometimes icarcely 
felt any fcalding or heat of urine, if there is no 
foreneis in the neighbouring part of the excretory 
ducts. It commonly happens, that in the very lat- 
ter part of making urine, a quantity of corrupt 
filthy foetid matter goes forth from the penis; as 
allo when the tumour in the perinzeum is prefs’d by 
the hand, whilft the matter fo colle&ed | fticks in 
thefe glands that ought to happen oftner, on account 
of their declivity and fituation. 
. The celebrated Littre * gives a fufficient and 
ealy prognoftic of this gonorrhea, believing it may 
be cured without any great difficulty; yea far more 
ealily than other kinds of gonorrhea ; which may feem 
to be a wonder. But that wonder ceafes, if it be 
confidered, that that fkilful famous man only ac- 
knowledged three feats of the gonorrhea ; namely, 
theie Cowperian glands, the proftatae, and feminal vet- 
fels ;+ for he makes no mention of the two tormer 
kinds of gonorrheas now {poken of ; add to this, 
Vor. XVII. NN that 
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that he had fcarcely ever. treated this kind of gonor-' 
rhea; for he had but once feen it in a dead body, 
which occafioned him to remember, that he for- 
merly had fuch a patient under cure. He alfo ac- 
knowledges, that at that time, he had not yet fuf- 
ficiently known the Cowperian glands; fo that he 
was not fo attentive to it as he might have been, 
if duch a difeafe had occured to him again. If it 
had fo happened, I doubt not but this famous man 
would have changed his opinion concerning the eafy 
cure of this gonorrhea. * Yet this is true, that the 
infection of thefe glands is lefs to be feared than if 
the fame evil atcack’d the proftata, or the feminal 
veffels ; of which three places only he feems to have 
treated. 

It is to be remarked, that from the increafed tu- 
mour of thefe glands, and their neighbouring parts,. 
their excretory ducts may be fo prefs’d or fqueezed, 
as to tranimit little or no quantity of matter 
into the cavity of the urethra; then the authors 
call this “ A virulent dry gonorrhea,” or, “ A dry 
* venereal dufuria;" + which that celebrated au- 

thor ftates to have been preceded by vehement, vi- 
rulent gonorrheas, or to follow them when fupprefled. 
But he lays down two caufes of this complaint, viz. 
The phlegmone of the proftatze, or of the feminal 
veflels, and phlogofis eryfipylatodaea of the ure- 
thra. He teaches, that in the firít cafe, there is a 
humour, heat, rednefs, and pain in the perinzum ; | 
yet here is no mention made of the Cowperian | 
glands being fo affected, which feems a wonder ; as 
he elegantly expreffes thus in another place: T £Ex- | 
perientia compertum. eff, Gonorrheam quidem, que in 
veficulis feminalibus tantum, aut proftatis, [edem habue- | 
rit, rarius in abfcefJum degenerare ; five quod major fir- 
morgue illarum moles dilacerationt, fine qua fuppuratio 

nulla | 
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. Wulla fit, magis refifat ; five quod multa, lata, brevia, 
emifjaria, que ex iilis partibus in urethram aperiuntur, 
liberiorem viam herenii &9 corrupto femini praebeant, 
unda minori efficacia concludentes ceilulas debet erodere, 
Contra vero Gonorrheam, in qua glundule Cowperianze 
affecta funt, in abfceffum frequentius abire, ratione con- 
- traria ; five quod minor &S mollior illarum moles facilius 
corrumpatur, five quod femen. inibi colle&um (cum longo, 
obliquo, angufto, ducfu in urethram effundatur)  diutius 
in 1pfis reflitet, atque adeo ipfarum contextum promptius 
pefjundet : ** It has been found by experience, that 
* agonorrhea which had a feat only in the femina] 
** veflels, or in the proftate, moft feldom dege- 
** nerates into an abfcefs ; whether that their greater 
* and firmer compofition refifts better the laceration 
** of the parts, without which there can be no fuppu- 
* ration; whether that the emiffaria, which are 
** opened from thefe parts into the urethra, being: 
EL many, broad, and fhort, afford a clearer and 
“ fiercer paffage to the corrupted feed, from 
* whence it muft corrode thefe concluding cells 
** with lefs force ; but againft the gonorrhea in which 
* the Cowperian glands are affected, for a contrary 
* reafon, more frequently form an abfcefs; whe- 
* ther that their fmaller and fofter mafs may be 
* more eafily corrupted; whether that the feed. 
**' there collected, and poured into the urethra, by a 
* long oblique narrow conduit, remains there lon- 
" ger, and fo more readily deflroys their texture.” 
From whence it may be inferred, that the Cow- 
 perian glands, infe&ed by a venereal miafma, may 
produce a dry gonorrhea, fo called. But thefe glands 
being affected, the mucus is not fecreted by them 
at all, or cannot be difcharged into them, unlefs very 
fparingly ; the urine is difcharged with unufual pain, 
which will be yet greater, if the neighbouring part 
of the urethra isinflamed, as it is often obferved to 
be ; and the ichor diftilling from the ducts of thofe 
I 2 glands, 
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glans, degenerates into a corroding acrimony, which 
is fometimes fo great, that it almoft deftroys thefe 
glands: fo Morando * found in the body of a man 
who had fuffered by many gonorrheas, the laft of 
which had continued above a year, that only two 
unequal and very {mall fragments of thefe glands 
had remained, which refembied a callous contracted 
fkin. The celebrated Morgagni + found in the body 
of a,young man, the right du& of the Cowpe- 
ran glands more {mall than in a natural ftate, but 
the left more thick, diítended by a mucofe humour ; 
but he found the emiflary of the duct very narrow, 
being fwelled on account of the difficulty of the paf- 
fage : he alio found the whole gland of this fide 
{wollen, which appeared fmall and fkinny on the 
right fide. 
^A fourth fpecies of the gonorrhea follows. Whilft 
the poifonous corruption is conveyed into the prof- 
fap, i cotrupts them, and diffoives them into an 
abundance of poifonous corruption 5 ; which evil is 
chiefly bred from gonorrheas continuing during a 
long time, or often repeated : it is known by the 
tumor in the perinzeum near to the anus there, whilft 
the Cowperian glands are infected; and likewife by 
interception of urine, by the difcharge of a quan- 
tity of filthy putrid matter, cauíed by an almoft 
eincurable fuppuration ; oftentimes by a malignant 
ulcer bred in the perinzum, and not to be cured ; 
fometimes by the worft of ulcers in all the parts 
about the proftatze, and forming a fhocking appear- 
ance by feeding upon their neighbouring parts ; 
but the urine is intercepted fuddenly, in this cafe 
moft particularly, and without a manifeft caufe: 
from whence arifes a moft dreadful tenefmus in. at- 
tempting to diicharge it, but the attempt is to no 
purpofe, neither is it poflible to introduce the ca- 
thetar ; 
2 
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thetar; the patients being. thus a long time tor- 
‘mented, until a filthy matter is difcharged fuddenly 
into the urethra; neither is it long before the fame _ 
complaint attacks them again; and I have fome- 
times feen it happen, that the urethra being broken 
or eaten round the region of the proftatz, difcharged 
urine into the cellular coat of the perineum, fcro- 
tum, and neighbouring parts, which becoming in 
time more acrid, corroded the {Kin in many places, 
. and the urine pafied through all thefe holes, whilft 
the patient tried to make water, , and then but a 
{mall quantity of urine went forth through the ex- 
tremity of the urethra. I firft faw fuch a filthy phe- 
nomenon in a youth, to whom a great quantity of 
turpentine had been given, together with aftringent 
injections, preffed into the penis by the force of a ftrong 
fyringe, being the fixth gonorrhea under which he la- 
boured for ten months, which an impudent empiric at- 
tempted to cure. When he attempted to urine hefouled 
all the neighbouring parts, through a number of little 
holes in the fcrotum : that this wretch might be 
more at liberty with harlots, he thieved many things, 
for which he was hanged. It was granted to the 
prayers of his honourable family, that his body | 
fhould not be brought into the anatomical theatre, 
but fhould be buried. It would have been worth 
while to examine the effects of fuch a foul difeafe 
in the dead body. AMorgagni* confirms, by his cwn 
obfervations and thofe of many others, that the 
J proítatze are fometimes molt feverely affected, efpe- 
cially in repeated or inveterate gonorrheas. But 
although a great difficulty of cure appears from 
. what has been laid, yet circa profiatas, miram, cica- 
tricum ex ulceribus antiquis, inveteratis, tunc per- 
fanatis, faciem confpicuam | fuiffe ; ** wonderful fcars, 
.** from ancient ulcers then a long while cured, are 
** often confpicuous about the the proftatz of dead 
MS. ** -bodies ;" 
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.** bodies ," -+ from thefe fcats it appears, that this 


kind of gonorrhea can be cured, though not with- 
ou: great difficulty. It feems that Sydezbam * be- 
lieved, that the proftata were not infected in the 
beginning of a gonorrhea, but later : Tandem, inquit, 
alius penetrans, glandulas Proflatas efferato ulcere 
folet depafcere , qucd. baud raro cernitur in eorum ca- 
daveribus, quos bic morbus e medio fuftulit: * At 
* length," fays he, ** the ulcer being rendered 
* more fierce, is wont to feed on the proftate, as 
** it more deeply penetrates the glands, which is not 
£f infrequently obferved in the bodies ot thofe which 
* have been cut off by t this diforder.” Cockburn § 
defends the fame opinion, and proved by many ar- 
guments, that nei vig the proítatze, nor the feminal 
veffels, afford the firft afylam to the gonorrhea ; 
but as the force of the contagion fometimes fpreads 
itfelf every where through the neighbouring parts, 


fo that the proftate and. feminal veffels may be in- . 


fected, or corrupted in the progrefs of the gonor- 
rhea, as he confeffes. = But he treats of thefe more 

at large-in another place. | 
Finally, the laft and moft abominable kind of 
gonorrhea, is that which by an infection of the prof- 
, tate, corrodes tne emifíaria of the feminal veffels, 
opening amongít the paffages of the proítatee, and 
communicates its poifon through thefe conduits in- 
to the feminal vefiels, contaminating the veffels 
and liquid contained in them, and creating a large 
and foetid difcharge, whilft it in the mean time ul- 
cerates all the interior parts, which turn or wind as 
alabyrinth. f it be confidered, that the proftate 
lie upon the inteítine rectum, which is every where 
furrounded with a copious quantity of fat, it is 
ealily underftood, that the whole cellular aparatus, 
which in fome parts lies between, and in others fur- 
rounds 
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rounds the {permatic veffels, the urinal bladder, the 
inteftine re&um, the perineum thus ulcerated, putri- 
fied, and corroded, produces fiftulous openings at the 
{crotum, perinzeum, and anus ; fo that through thefe 
fiftulas, all thefe parts are confumed ; then neither 
baths, fomentations, injections, plafters, ointments, 
pultices, incifion or dilatations, are of any ufe: but 
the urine will be at length difcharged by or through 
thefe ulcers.* 
— . The celebrated Boerhaave with grief faw many 
lof theíe calamities ; ; and 1 have been an eye-witnels 
dometimes of fuch like, which chiefly attend often-re- 
‘peated inveterate gonorrheas, treated unfkilfully. 
IT have trembled when diffolute and daring young 
men indulging themfelves with diabolical profti- 
tutes, and in unbridled fenfuality, laughed at a go- 
norrhea, as if it was but a light evil, and hardly 
worthy of the name of a difeaie. I have feen fuch 
a youth, who having laid by all fhame, and de- 
lighted in dating the events of his life from the 
times on which he had his various gonorrheas, 
greatly abuíe thofe who dared to doubt the fide- 
lity of his memory, as he recited the time and place 
of his actions, whilft he fwore that this or that had 
happened in the time of his third or fourth, &c. go- 
norrhea. "This wretch having loft his tefticles, and 
his genitals, his thighs were eaten away in a moft hor- 
rid manner, and he was piaced in the open air, for 
nobody would receive him into a houfe, he ftunk 
fo intolerably ; and thus he moft miferably perifhed. 
Though the celebrated Morgagni + doubted not 
that the contagion in the infected glands and proftatz, 
could reach to the feminal veflels ; yet he did not 
directly fee thefe parts to have been affected, in car- 
cafes which had laboured with the gonorrhea when he 
diffected them; but he believed to have obíerved an 


inftance of this matter in the body of a young man 
I 4 of 
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of twenty-five years of age, who had coupled an old 
virulent gonorrhea with: another frefh one, about 
fix months before he perifhed of a violent death; 

for he found the feminal bladders fkinny and dry, 
though they are ufually found plump and full of 
juice "at that age: he alfo very aren fays, if. 
feed of a bloody foetid nature, defiled by filth and 
corruption, be expelled through the delufions of ve- 
nereal dreams, by any one labouring undera long 
and cruel gonorrhea; it is not yetto be concluded, - 

that the feminal veffels are infected : potuerunt enim 
aliquando purulente C3. felide fordes, SF cruoris ali- 
quid, a tranfeunte, fano alioquin, femine abripi, atque. 
averri, ex uleribus, que urethram, proftatam glan- 
dulam, €9 feminalem carunculam, occuparent. Ab bis 
enim ultimis ipfis ulceribus non femper. neceffe eft vitium 
cum Veficulis communicari, tametfi non difficile commu- 
nicari po[fe, diximus: ** for the corrupted fcetid filth 
* and mixture of blood, may be carried away by 
** the feed flowing out, though found, and be {wept 
** away from the "ulcers which may occupy the ure- 
E li the proftate glands, and feminal caruncule ;_ 
* for the malignity is not always neceffanly com- 
** municated from: thefe laft ulcers to the feminal 
* bladders; yet we have faid that they may be com- 
* municated without difficulty." 

Such is the gonorrhea in men, which fixes 1ts 
feat in divers places, begets various diforders, and 
fometimes the moft dreadful evils in the unwary, 
which are hard to. be cured; as hath been demon- 
{trated by what has been before faid. But though 
the patient may have recovered, and all the vene- 
real contagion be expeiled from the body, yet fome- 
times the fabric of the parts remains fo changed after : 
avirulent gonorrhea ; eipecially ifithas been frequently 
repeated, that wel gn ® of generation is difturbed or de- 
ftroyed for ever after. De La Peyronte, to whom theart 
of furgery 1s fo much indebted,* hath defcribed fuch a 

cafe ; 
* Mem. del'Acad, Royale de Chirurg. tom, I. p. 425. & fuiv. 
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cafe ; A man thirty years of age, whofe wife had 
been delivered of three children in the fpace of four 
_ years, was infected by a gonorrhea, for which being 
obliged to take many journies, he negle&ed it: he 
was treated by empirics for two years, but without 
fuccefs. The chief fymptoms of this difeafe were, 
the fuppreffions and ardent heat of urine, a copi- 
ous running, fometimes green and fometimes yellow, 
but ofteneft mixt with corrupted blood; the run- 
ning was fuppreffed by riding, from whence the 
Might tefticle was greatly {welled ; proper medicines 
being at laft applied, this complaint was cured in 
‘four months, and he lived two years with his wife, 
who had been fo fruitful, as he was accuftomed to 
do before, but fhe did not conceive. Yet as he was 
-folicitous about this matter, he confulted De La Pey- 
ronie, telling him, that he ejected not his feed in 
the time of coition with impetuofity, but that it was 
retained ; then when the erection was over, a froth 
paífs'd out, and in a greater quantity if the penis 
or the urethra was prefsd, whofe channel was 
free from all impediment, as a full ftream of urine 
 patfed forth from it; otherwife he was very found. 
He died of an acute difeafe in about five or fix 
years after. The urethra being diffe&ed in the dead 
body, a {car appeared in that part of the veru-mon- 
tanum which is next the bladder; this, in wrink- 
ling this place, had fo changed the direction of the ori- 
fices cafting out feed, that they tended not towards the 
glans of the penis, but towards the right fide of the 
neck of the bladder: to be more certain of this. 
matter, an injection into the feminal veffels was 
tried through the vafa deferentia; the veffels being 
filled, the inje&ed liquor driven out by the ejecting 
_veflels, dafhed againft the right fide of the neck of 
the bladder; whilft, in a found ftate, it ought to be 
driven forward towards the end of the urethra, and 
freely go forth. 


It 


: 
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It plainly appears. that fuch an impediment of 
fertility could hardly be known until after death ; 
and if it had been known in life, how could it bí 
cured ? 

Many more examples cited in the fame place 
teach, that impediments had remained after gonor- 
sie and that they render the free cafting forth of 
the feed difficult. 

Yet there is one fymptom which hath been ob- 
ferved in the gonorrhea, and deíerves great atten- 
tion, namely, a venereal ophtalmia; which, if not 
quickly afüíted, brings on an incurable blindnefs. 
Erudtelius* toliifies. that he had found this ophtalmia, 


which may be called venereal, more than once; fo — 


that in thofe fuffering with a gonorrhea from impure 
venery, to whom balfams and {trong aftringents are 
applied, the gonorrhea being fuppreffed, a fudden me- 
taítafis happens to the eyes, which, together with a 
fharp inflammation brought on the whole bulbus of 
the eye, forms a tranfparent fubttance upon the cor- 


nea, which if not fpeedily taken away by a chirur- 


gical incifion, fuddenly haftens into a fuppuration, 
and by piercing that horny fubftance, the humours 
being already difturbed and infected within, it pre- 
pares an entire way for the difcharge of all thofe 
humours, Solet tunc prius quidem per vulnufculum 
illud materia Gonorrboee prorfus fimilis excerni. Mo- 
net autem, nihil, hic juvare Venae feétiones, mibi 
Purgationes, nibil Mercurialium 9 Pasacearum de 
cantatarum ufum internum y mfi enim carnofa illa, ac 
ferme indolis, excrefcentia auferatur. primis, flatim 
atque apparet, diebus, perforatio fequitur. cornea, bu- 
morumque effufio, fine ulla vifum recuperandi [pe. ** At 
* firft a matter like that of the gonorrhea is ufually 
* purged forward through that little wound." But 
he here advifes to help it with nothing, ** no fection 
* of a vein, no purgations, no internal ufe of mer- 
** curials, nor of the panaceas fo much — n 

* for. 


* Warfavia Phyfice Illultrat. cap. vi. p. 193. 
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** for, unlefs that flefhy growth of a terrible nature 
* be taken away immediately, within a few days af- 
* ter it appears the cornea is pierced, and an ef- 
* fufion of the humours follows, without any hope 
“ of recovering the fight." Nobody will wonder at 
this who coníiders how much mifchief is done by the 
venereal miafma, in the hardeft parts of a body, 
and how they are corroded by it; how much more 
is it to be feared on account of the tender organ of 
fight, whilft it is afflicted by a metaftafis of morbid 
matter! From hence it appears, that the retained 
and abforbed matter of the gonorrhea is fometimes 
depofited in other parts of the body, or that the 
univerfa] Lues difperfed through the whole body, 
may be bred from the bad cure of a gonorrhea, and 
the abforbed virus is fometimes firit depofited in 
particular parts of the body, before it is difperfed 
through the whole body ; fo by aftringent injections 
applied for the cure of the gonorrhea, buboes, and 
a hardnefs of the tefticles follow; of which more 
hereafter : thefe parts are indeed more near to that 
place which had been firft affected; but Storchins * 
hath obferved, Gonorrhoea per adfiringentia [uppreffa, 
exulceratum fuiffe umbilicum,  eandem ibi prediiffe 
materiem, que antea per uretbram exflillaverat, ** that 
** the navel was ulcerated, when the gonorrhea was 
** fupprefs'd by aftringent remedies, and that there 
** went forth the fame matter which was before di- 
** {tilled through the urethra.” 

Thele obíervations of the celebrated Aftrue con- 
firm fuch a metaftafis at the eyes: he fays, /¢ od- 
Jervatione comperium babere, Opbtalmiam Gonorrbai- 
cam, in fummo. etiamincremento, di&io. citius remillam 
fuiffe, vel evanuiffe derepente, redintegrato Gonorrbee 
fiuxu, vel erumpente bubone Venereo im inguinum 
alteruiro. Ele adds, quibus oculi natura molles 


fuut, 


ex 


* Anno Medico fecundo page 221. 
1 De Morbis Vener. lib, iii. capit. iii, edit. 2. tom. I. p. 29r. 
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funt, aut infirmi, aut infirmi, aut quibus, ilu, aut 
affritta, aut feflute elapfu fortuito, male | babent. 


* that he alfo found out the Gonorrheal Ophtal- 
mia, even at its height, to have been quickly mi- 
tigated, or to have vanifhed, by a renewal of the 
running of the gonorrhea, or breaking of a vene- 
real buboe in either groin.” ‘He fays, that this 
metaftaáfis from the genitals to the eyes occurs in 
thofe whofe eyes are naturally weak or infirm, 
or in thofe who had them injured by a blow, 
or by rubbing, or the accidental fall of a mote 
into them." 

In the mean time it feems not 1mprobable, that 


the venereal ophtalmia is fometimes bred not by me- 
taftafis, but from the contagion immediately ap- 
plied to the eyes. It is known to all who had thefe 
diforders to cure, that thofe labouring under the 


conorrhea, are often accuítomed to fqueeze the 


matter collected in the urethra from the penis in the 
day-time, that they might explore its nature, colour, 
thicknefs, quantity, and fo judge of the cure; nor 
will they abítain from this examination, though they 
are informed that thefe frequent {queezings “of the 
penis are hurtful, in irritating the place, the affected 
part. This is chiefly done by thofe who by hear- 
fay or experience, have learned that the difeafe grows 
mild, when the flowing matter becomes thicker and 
white ; from whence it is fometimes tried betwixt 
the fore-hineer and thumb, whether of a ropy kind 
or not; then neglecting to wath or wipe the fingers 
before they rubbed againft the eyes, or in the no- 
firils, there's. great danger of contracting the vene- 
real ozaena, and fuch an ophtalmia, as it is eafy to 
apprehend. 


That by one touch only of the gonorrheal matter 


the eyes may be inflamed, 1s proved by an uncom- 


mon but certain obíervation : * A certain young 


man 


* De Morbis Vener. lib, iii. capit. ili, edit. 2. tom. I. p. 293, 


&in prima edit. p. 192. 
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man was accuftomed for a long time every morning 
to wipe or wafh his eyes in hot urine, that he might 
Ítrengthen the fight of his eyes; he abftained not 
from this wafhing after he had contracted a mott vi- 
rulent gonorrhea, not fearing any mifchief from 
thence: prefently a venereal ophtalmia followed, 
with an acrid unvoluntary flood of tears from the 
eyes, which were likewife bloodfhot : but thefe evils 
were at length perfectly cured by the fame remedies 
by which the gonorrhea was. 
... Aftruc juftly remarks, that fuch an ophtalmia is 
. lefs fevere from .an external application of the con- 
tagion, whilft the gonorrhea flows in the mean time ; 
than if the gonorrhea was fupprefs'd ; fora more im- 
petuous virus would rufh into the eyes, and in 
a greater quantity. | 

..— But as the tunica adnata which is alfo called con- 
junéivea, though it feems to be flender, confifts of 
numberlefs cells, feparated, and yet pervious by one: 
another ; thefe little cells being inflamed, ftuffed, and 
{welled, furround the pellucid cornea, which ap- 
pears furrounded by fuch a tumour on every fide, 
whilft the rifing ambitus almoft refembles red flefh, 
and forms an ugly fpectacle, efpecially if the inter- 
nal fuperficies of the eye-lids, contiguous to the 
bulb of the eye, is in like manner affected ; which 
may eafily happen as the adnata tunica invefts the 
internal fuperficies of the eye-lids. | 
If fuch an ophtalmia fhould have had its rife from 

a poifon externally applied, or from the fuppreffion 
of a more benign gonorrhea, it will be more gentle, 
and may be cured by common remedies. If, on the . 
contrary, it was caufed by a fudden fuppreffion of a 
very virulent gonorrhea, it threatens a danger of 
blindnefs. A celebrated author * had feen two young 
men blinded of both eyes by fuch an ophtalmia, 
io that a careful application of all remedies was in 
vain. Nor is the force of mercury itfelf to be trufted 
to, 

. * De Morbis Vener, lib. iii. capit, iii. p. 293. 
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to, for though a great dofe be given, the fudden 
impetuofity of that diforder anticipates the efficacy, 
for the eye is loft before the mercury exerts its 
power. 

The prognoftic figns of fuch an ophtalmia de- 
pend chiefly on the knowledge of its caufe, name- 
ly, the fupprefüon of the running gonorrhea; for 
] have often feen that tumour of the 7zzsica adnata 
in ophtalmias, of which a fuppreffed gonorrhea 
was in no manner the caufe, and alfo the cornea 
appear as almoft buried. The cure firft ufed in this. 
cale is, baths and fomentations, prepared from the 
moft emollient remedies, applied perpetuaily to the 
penis and its neighbouring parts, by which the run- 
ning or flux, which had ceafed, will again be re- 
newed; whilft moderately ftrengthening fomenta- 
tions are at the fame time applied to the eyes, which 
v: g: are of acetum Lithargyrit diluted by a hun- 
dred times its quantity of water. Let thofe reme- 
dies, fo praifed for curing an inflammation, in fect. 
395, be alío brifkly applied ; for as the venereal 
contagion is acrid and corroding, inflammations of 
the worít confequences (fee Sect. 388.) are to be 
feared. 

It is firf€ to be obferved, that the tunica adnata 
or the membrana conjunétiva io called, adheres to the 
tunica albuginea, which fprings from ‘the tendons 
and mufcles of the eye, and that the cellular tex- 
ture is interpofed, and that this inflamatory tumour 
{ticks in thefe cells, whilft the more tender veffels 
and the cells are filled with intruded thick blood, 
deprived of the more liquid part, (vide Sect. 382. 2.) 
But the tunica adnata is thin, and, together with the 
tranflucent tunica albuginea placed underneath, con- . 
ftitutes the white of the eye, as it 1s called; the 
adnata is all full of little veffels, fo as the greateft 
part of thefe only contain humours, yet thinner 
than red blood: whence the whole will appear white 
in the more young; theíe veífels are eafily dilated, 

and 
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and then they alfo admit a thicker fluid. If a found 
man rubs his eyes, the adnata prefently grows red; 
the fame happens i£ a little fand, a drop of wine or 
vinegar fhould ftick between the eye-lid and the 
ball of the eye, for then the eye-lids are ftrained 
with great force, and they prefs red blood into thefe 
little veffels eafily giving way to it ; from whence the 
whole white of the eye is deeply coloured with red. 
But this adnata, fo full of veffels covers the pel- 
. ducid cornea, from which it may be feparated by the 
point of a pen-knife; and moreover confifts of ex- 
ceéding minute or flender veffels in this place, which, 
together with the contained liquid, may tranímit the 
rays of light: if therefore the veffels of the adnata, 
where it covers the cornea, by a violent inflamma- 
tion are filled with thick humours, the clearneís of 
the cornea is deftroyed, which is partly or entirely 
darkened. ; 
So after a violent inflammation of the eyes, fome 
white opaque {pots are bred in the cornea or horny 
fubítance, and then the arterial veffel appears red, 
which (the eyes being alfo not guarded) is ealy to 
be feen, becaufe it tends from the tunica adnata, 
where it covers the albuginea to the limbus or bor- 
der of the cornea, climbs above it and terminates in 
the center of fuch macula: all who have treated the 
diforders of the eyes attentively, muft have often feen 
thefe phenomena; the fame hath been manifeftly 
confirmed by anatomical injections made of coloured 
materials. Whilft fome oculifts confidered this, 
they cut fuch a red veffel full of arteries, which di- 
rectly tended to fuch a fpot, before it pafs’d over 
the limbus of the cornea; for by this means they 
_ endeavoured to prevent or to take care that the 
thicker humours, could not come to the fpot of the 
cornea. In one or two fuch {welling veffels by 
chance this may be tried by a fkilful hand, but the 
_ dark fpot of the cornea remains, although the arca 
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be cut: and Aftruc acknowledges this, * faying, 
porro iamen quantacumque fit operationis "virtus, et 
eficacia, poteft illa quidem pre[euti noxe mederi, &9 im- 
muünenti occurrere, ac vero nequaquam poteft jam con- 
traciam tollere, vel corrigere: ** Yet furely how great 
foever the virtue and efficacy of this operation 
may be, it may indeed cure the prefent mifchief, 
and prevent what threatens, but i it can in no man- 
ner take away or corrupt that which is already 
** contracted :” hence he advifes, that this is to be 
the more fpeedily tried, as it is the only remaining me- 
thod of cure. Voluit fcilicet circularem tumentis con- 
junilive ambitum ex toto exfcindere, 9 exflirpare, ne 
qua compreffionis caufa fupereffet, uude oculus male ba- 
beret: + ** He would moreover cut away and ex- 
* tirpate the circular ambitus entirely of this fwel- 
* ling, left any compreffion fhould occur from 
* whence the eye might be injured. He defcribes 
the manner in which fuch an operation ought to be 
attempted, viz. let the whole circular ambitus neareft 
the íclerotids be torn away by the end of the forceps ; 
but, if the interior fide of the eye-lids be feized with 
fuch a tumour, fummis forcipibus pariter detondenda 
efl, C9 deglubenda, .** it is in like manner to be 
* pulled off and peeled by the forceps.’ But it is 
weil known how fenfible, how irritable, the internal 
fuperficies of the eyelids is, and, if what was faid 
in the general hiftory of wounds, (Sect. 158. No. 5.) 
. be confidered, viz. that the lips of the wound af 
terwards begin to harden, fwell, grow painful, and 
torment, together with a light fever and heat attend- 
ing; which evils then only begin to be diminifhed, 
when the corruption is formed ; I believe that it 
plainly appears, that an augmentation of this dan- 
serous inflammation is to be feared from fuch a 
fection, made in a part inflamed, and by the forceps, 
which more or leís bruifes the lips of the wound in 


cutting 


* De Morbis Vener, lib. IH. cap. vii. p. 293. 
+ Ibidem, p. 294. 
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Cutting ; neither can fuch a wound, which is equal 
to the whole circumference of the cornea, be called 
. {mall or infignificant, and it will be ftill far greater, 
af the internal fuperficies of the eye-lids be cut in 
"like manner: what will become of this cornea, or 
at leaft of its extreme lamella, which is a continua- 
tion of the tunica adnata, as hath been faid, if the 
vefiels being cut in all the ambitus, it be entirely 
deprived of the influx of thefe vital humours ? Thee 
are reafons why I fhould never advife this operation. 
I was once prefent when fuch a circular {@ion of 
the adnata was attempted, for the cure of an oph- 
talmia of long ftanding; fome perfons admired the 
dexterity of the operator, but I lamented the bad 
effect of the operation : yet there was no gonorrhea, 
to whole fuppreffion the origin of this complaint 
could be attributed ; fo that the caufe of the evil Was 
fill the lighter. | E 
in the fluor albus.] Women are infected with a 
fimilar difeafe to this in men, affected .by impure 
coition ; and they inlike manner labour under a 
foetid venereal flowing corruption : but a diverfity 
occurs in the fymptoms, on account of the different 
ftructure of their parts. The vagina of an infected 
woman furrounds the penis every where, it is rubbed 
and agitated, together with the feed it receives the 
corruption of the gonorrhea, which afterwards flowly 
glides away ; hence it is no wonder, that this pare 
is frequently infected, and afterwards disfigured by 
venereal ulcers; but as the febaceal glands,* aiready 
mentioned, are moft numerous in the ala, nymphe, 
and in the lips of the pudenda, and round the 
orifice of the urinal paflage, are found more caverns 
or furrows than in the vagina, which is naturally 
moiftened by a lubricating humour ; there are in ail 
thefe parts fit places, there is a mucofe humour 
Vou. XVII. K ready, 


* Perfpir. did, Hippoct. cap. xiii. p. 124. Morgaon, Adverf, 
Anat. tab. 3° . 
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ready, in which the venereal virus may be entangled, 
and produce fuch-lke evils in other parts of the 
body. 

The gonorrheal tabus or corruption, ejected with 
the feed from an infected man in coition, touches 
the fuperior part of the vagina, where. the mouth of 
the womb receives it: this upper part of the vagina 
is fmooth, here is no wrinkle; fo that the infection 
rarely comes to that place, on account of the 
fmoothnefs of the furface, and becaufe the liquid, 
which is caft into the vagina fpontaneoufly, deícends 
from it. At about a third part of the length of the 
vagina from the upper end, there appears half-round 
membranes or wrinkles within the vagina, which are 
ereater and more numerous, all the way down the 
vagina, till it as it were meets. In thefe wrinkles are 
placed nervous papiilz, the inftruments of fenfuality, 
and likewife little mucous follicule or bladders. 

Jt has been obferved, that ulcers have been pro- 
duced in the vagina from impure venery, to the 
length of three or four fingers breadth; they are 
broad in the under part, and narrow in the upper, 
and thence refemble wounds made as it were by a 
fiffure; the couríe of fuch wounds 1s in a direction 
perpendicular to the wrinkles of the vagina. Theie 
ulcers emit a corrupted, thin, corroding, malignant 
matter, by which men who lie with fuch infected 
women, are moft fpeedily infected. 

As long as the evil adheres to the vagina, efpe- 
cially if of a more mild nature, itis not infrequently 
taken for the fluor albus; which, as it frequently 
occurs, juch women fometimes do not fufpect them- 
felves to have been infected, efpecially if they before | 
had laboured under the {mall fluor albus. | | 

But it feems that the gonorrhea in wonsen can, 
be difünguifhed from the fluor albus, by a know-| 
ledge of the cauíe, viz. of fufpected venery, which. 
caule they are for the moft part accuftomed to con- 
eal: befides, the fluor albus for fome months, nay, , 

VCAIS, ! 
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years, gradually increafes from a light beginning, 
andis, but in fome length of time, rendered acrid, 
yellow, and fometimes greenifh ; at length a gonor- 
thea fuddenly fprings up, continually increates, and 
thus haftening its fteps increafes the evil. The 
colour, which in the beginning is white, fometimes 
ioon changes into yellow and green ; and the veflels 
being corroded, a mixture of blood and corruption 
flows ; then the vagina fuffers with heat and pain : 
butif the fluor albus has been Inveterate, a greater 
quantity of matter flows than is obferved to fow in 
a gonorrhea. + 

It alfo appears, that if the caufe of the evil ad- 
heres to the vagina, the women attacked by the go- 
norrhea, can be free from the difficulty of urine, 
that attends the gonorrhea in men ; from whence it 
is concluded, that the gonorrhea in women is eafier 
to be fuffered, caeteris paribus, than in men. * 

This female gonorrhea, depending on the infected 
cavity of the vagina only, may, for diftinction fake, 
be called the firft fpecies. 

From the orifice of the urethra in women, under 
the clitoris, placed in the interval of the nymphe, 
refembling a little fwelling, wrinkled, and bored by 
many little ducts, may be preffed a vifcous or 
mucofe humour. Thefe mucofe furrows may, by 
themfelves, or together with the vagina, be infected - 
by impure venery. Graafius t held this place only 
for the feat of the female gonorrhea, and to diftin- 
guifh it from the fluor albus, he would have the 
genitals be infpected. Siquidem meatus urinarii exi- 
tum circumfpifientes partes (in quibus lacunarum exitus 
terminantur) mucofa quadam materie obfeffas, ac inter- 
dum exulceratas, reperies , utero ejusque Vagina innoxtis, 
corpus glandofum, five proftatas urethra circumpofitas, 
dolum male affedlas fuife.  « If any of the parts 

K 2 * fur- 
+ Aftruc Malad. des femmes, tom. II. P. 328. 
* Aftruc de Morbis Vener. lib. iii. cap. i. p. 167. 
i De Mulierum organis. cap. ix. p. 140, 141. | 
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furrounding the exit of the urjnal paffage (in 
which the exits of the furrow are terminated) be 
found attacked with a certain mucofe matter, and 
fometimes ulcerated ;" as he hath feen this evil 
in the dead body of an infected woman: “ the 
womb and the vagina being unhurt, the glandular 
body, or the proftatae placed around the urethra 
* only were affected." That fpecies of a female 
gonorrhea occurs when that glandular body, in 
the middle of which the orifice of the urethra is 
placed, fwells, grows painful, and diftils a venereal 
corruption, either fpontaneoufly or when it is preffed. 
The mufcle which Saxztorini * defcribes, and which he 
terms the deprefior of the urethra, being irritated, 
is erected, and makes all this glandular body pro- 
minent ; from whence arifes a difficulty of making 
water; yet there is not a pain or fcalding always felt, 
whilft the urine flows ; but when the affected place, 
being ulcerated, is irritated by the flowing of the 
urine, the women feel a grievous. pain, anda ten- 
fion in emitting urine, complaining as if fomething 
had fallen out from the vulva, or at leaft attempted 
to doío. But fince this part communicates with its 
neighbouring cellular part, it is to be feared left 
the virus fhould be propagated to the mount of ve- 
nus, as itis called, which hath a thicker membrana 
adipofa, a moit apt feat for retaining the contagion, 
and for propagating the filthy ulcers bred in this 
place. It is hkewife to be feared, that the urethra 
may be corroded by a neighbouring ulcer of the 
elandular body ; and then follows the moft loathfome 
flux of urine, to the exterior and fuperior places of | 
the vulva. | E | 
This evil may be called the fecond fpecies of the | 
female gonorrhea. > UBI 
The female urethra, arifing from the bladder or | 
thé neck of it, is Ícarcely longer than the breadth of | 
a thumb, in a curved courle, is turned a little up: 
: | wards, | 
* Obfervat, Anatom, cap. xi. p. 208. | 
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wards, and then proceeds outwards, and opens un- 
der the clitoris. The channel of the urethra is fpongy, 
like that in a man, but much fhorter ; it runs between 
the trunk of the clitoris and the vagina, and adheres 
to them both. In the internal fuperficies fuch-like 
little ducts are found, from which a vifcous humour 
is prefled ; from whence if the urethra be infected 
by a venereal contagion, there is formed a third fpe- 
cies of the female gonorrhea, which produces fuch- 
like evils as have been recited in the hiftory of the 
gonorrhea in men : the like matter flows, attended 
with a painful ftranguary, and from a corrofion in 
the urethra it is to be feared that the urine may país 
through the vagina. 

In the lips of the female finus on both fides, at 
the under part almoft, under the Íphincter of the 
vagina, is placed a great gland equal to a great pea ; 
and each of thefe glands has a remarkable emiffary 
or opening, from which a quantity of vifcous li- 
quid can be prefled, and is believed to go forth 
ipontaneoufly in the time of the venereal oeftrum. 
The celebrated Morgagni * delineated the fpreading 
orifices of thefe glands, and hath fhewn ín a draught 
one fuch gland feparated from the reft of the parts. 
Santorini + delineated alfo one of thefe glands, 
which ftood towards the outfide of the lower part 
of the vagina ; Ca/paro Bartholino likewife delineated 
the proftate. It is plain, that the venereal miafma 
may be {pontaneoully received by the wide orifices 
of thefe glands. This evil is wont to begin with a 
troublefome itching, which is followed by a tumour 
and pain of the part; the quantity of flowing moif- 
ture, refembling the gonorrheal corruption is in- 
creafed ; fuch tumour being fometimes one, and 
fometimes two, appear in the interfeemineum, and 
are diftinguifhed from buboes, with which they are 
fometimes confounded. All the evils faid to have at- 

K 3 tended 
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tended the Cowperian glands in the gonorrhea in 
men, are here to be feared in like manner; for, un- 
lefs füch a tumour can be brought to the outfide, 
or that the venereal corruption be freely evacuated 
by the little ducts into the vagina, all the neighbour- 
ing parts are corroded, and the worít of finuous ul- 
cers are bred ; the vagina and neighbouring inteftine 
recium are {o corroded, that the faeces go forth 
through the vagina: the moft profligate proftitutes 
are accuftomed to reproach one another for this 
moít filthy evil, whilft they are under cure in hof- 
pitals. . 

This may be called the fourth fpecies of the fe- 
male gonorrhea. 

But the vagina is the place moft frequently af- 
fected in chefe gonorrheas : this evil is obferved in 
the urethra itfeif, and in the ambit of its orifice, as 
hath been faid; and as that which is injected into 
the female finus, by a man infected with the gonor- 
thea, fpontaneoufly defcends towards the inferior 
part of the vagina, where the little du&s of the 
glands, juft now defcribed, open, they feem to 
be fully expofed to that venereal infection. 

It is juftly doubted, whether the gonorrhea more 


deeply penetrates the womb, or infects the Fallopian 


tubes, or the ovaria: it feems poffible that the Lues, 
when difperfed throughout the whole body may in- 
fect thefe parts, but it is not made out, as far as I 
know, that the gonorrhea had penetrated unto the 
womb, and there excited fuch an evil. Yet it is 
true that fome celebrated anatomifts had found fome 


quasdam veficulas, varia magnitudine, omnes vero fub- 
rotundas, aut ovales, internam prope totam cervicis | 
faciem confertis agminibus obtinentes ;* “ little veffels 
« jn the neck of the womb: thefe were all different 

« in magnitude, but roundifh or oval, fo clofe as to — 


* occupy almoft the whole internal part of the 


"OIN 


* neck."  Thefe they have delineated in a diffected | 


womb. | 


* Morgagni Adverf, Anat, i. p. 44. 
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womb. T Different authors would turn thefe little 
veffels to various ufes : fome faid they were the Hy- 
datides; others the Ova in women ; others ftated, 
that this fabric of thefe veffels digefted a vifcous hu- 
mour, by which the mouth of the pregnant womb 
was fhut up. The celebrated Morgagni could always 
prefs a quantity of tough mucofe matter from thefe 
veflels ; but as it has been often before faid, the 
mucofe, fat, vifcous matter is very apt by its glewifh 
nature to entangle the miafma, fo as to fix it in a'particu- 
lar part of the body ; this is frequently feen, namely, 
in the neck of the womb where the fame ought to 
happen. Santorini,* who accurately defcribed thefe 
veflels, and delineated them, T denied Hydatides effe, 
neque novas feminei feminis fcatebras, aut novum mu- 
hiebr: cervict datum ovarium ; Ne vero id prate- 
ream, quod a Clarif. Morgagno, barum partium, ut 
€3 ceterarum, fcrutatori accuratiffmo, adnotatum ftit, 
vix unquam quidquam vitii in isdem me deprebendiffe, 
licet putidiffima [corta, ceteris alioqui partibus corrupta, 
diffecuiffem : / ** that the Hydatides are new fprings 
* ofthe female feed, or a new ovarium given to 
* the female cervix of the bladder." He then adds 
the following; ** but that I fhould not pafs by 
* what has been noted by the celebrated Morgagni 
** and other accurate fcrutators of thefe and the reft 
* of thefe parts, I have fícarcely ever found out 
* any defect in them, though I have diffected a 
‘© moft foetid harlot otherwife corrupted in her other 
€ parts." Some obfervations on the ulcerated tubes 
of the womb, are read in Morgagni ; | yet the doubt 
feems to remain, whether the gonorrhea has been 
propagated fo far, or whether the virus really had, 
from the firit infected mafs of humours, been depo- 
fited by a metaftafis in thefe places. | 

K 4 It 


T Morgagni Adverf. Anat. i. p. 44. tab. iii. L. L. 
* Obfervat. Anatom. cap. xi. $. 9. p. 213, &feq. 
f£ Ibidem, tab. iii. fig. lit. B, 

| De fedibus & caufis Morbor. &c. tom. ii. p. 369. 
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It fully appears, that the gonorrhea is, ceteris 
paribus, eafier to be borne by women than men ; 
tor they may be attacked with this diforder, and ftill 
have no hurt in the urethra; whilft the fomes of the 


diforder adheres in the loculi of the vagina ; in them - 


there is no dyfuria from hence, or it 1s by far milder 
than in men, though even the female urethra had 
been affected; for it is by far fhorter and lefs in- 
curvated. Belides, women are hardly liable to the 
attendant evils of the dA dne the phymofis, . pa- 
ae ahha cicatrices of the urethra, caruncula, 
C 
. Yet thefe evils are more difficult to be cured in 
them, becaufe they eafily neglect the light difcharge 
which remains after a gonorrhea badly cured, be- 
caufe moft women are accuftomed to have the vulva 
and the vagina perpetuaily humid; but as they then 
Ícarcely feel any pain, they defpife all medicines : 


on the contrary, men are more docile, and fear yet. 


worfe evils, as long as the leaft or unaccultomed mat- 
ter flows from the penis. A celebrated author, T 
where he defcribes the prognoftics of the Lues Ve- 


nerea, breaks forth in thefe words; Cetero, quod Go- .. 


norrbeam muliebrem, banc jam dudum. immedicabilem 
flatuimus: ** that the female gonorrhea of a long 
<< ftanding, is judged by us to be incurable ;" in thoíe 
women ho are of a lax conftitution, and thofe parts 


commonly difcharging fome moifture, fome drop- 
ping humidity, may remain a long while, though 


the whole venereal virus had been already fabdued ; 


but that difcharge will be white and mucofe, and no - 


more infectious. . This matter will be afterwards 
treated of in fect. 1459, where the cure of the go- 
norr hea is fet forth. 


* ! 


T. 3 


* Aftruc de morb. Vener. lib. iii. cap. i. p, 167. 
' "4 Vercellonus de Pudendor. morb. & Lue Ven. cap. iv. p. 227. 
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H E contagion being communicated 

through the lymphatic abíorbent vef- 
fels, the inguinal glands {well then to vene- 
real buboes in either fex. 


"The groin is called bubones in Greek, and the tu- 
mours of the glands in the groins, are known by 
the fame name, (fee Se&. 416.) The tumours of 
other glands difperfed through the reft of the body, 
are in like manner called buboes. Cuftom has fince 
caufed the tumours bred under the arm-pits, and in 
the groin, to be particularly diftinguifhed by this 
name: they are frequently obferved in the Lues 
Venerea, and as the groin was formerly taken for 
the emun&orium of the liver, from the buboes an 
argument was raifed to prove, that the firft infection 
in the Lues attacked the liver, and was afterwards 
driven, by the force of this inteftine, to various 
parts of the body ; concerning which thefe things faid 
in Sect. 1445. may be feen : from whence Fallopius * 
faid, Hepar, infeétum Gallico, tentat emiffionem ad 
propria emuntioria. Si materia craffa, transfundit ad 
inguina y, fi tenuis, ad colem; aliquando ad dexirum, 
aliquando ad finiftrum, aliquando ad utrumque, latus, 
aliquando in media pube. Ego tres vidi bubones, indi- 
cantes maximas vires expultrices, C9. materie infecice 
copiam : ** The liver, infected by the French difeafe, 
** attempts a difcharge of humours towards its par- 
“ ticular emuntoria or cleanfing channels; if the 
** matter is thick, it transfers it to the groin; if 
* thin, to the yard ; fometimes to the right, fome- 
** times to the left fide, íometimes to "Beth, and 
** fometimes to the middle of the pubes, I have 

* (Ben 


* Aphrodifiac, p. 826. 
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** feen three buboes indicating very {trong expellent 
** force, and a quantity of infected matter.” 

Thefe buboes ufually occupy one or both fides of 
the groin, the pubes but feldom; a bubo in the 
pubes never fell under my infpection, and, I believe 
that numbers of other phyficians and furgeons had 
never feen one: I do not intend to call Fallopius’s 
obfervation upon this matter in queftion. It fome- 
times happens, that the buboes acquire a confide- 
rable bignefs, and if one fuch arifes in either groin, 
the expanded mafs of fuch tumours may become 
contiguous, fo as to occupy the intermediate tubes. 
Fallopius himfelf obferves,* Quoties glandula talis in- 
tumuerit, ita magnus fit tumor, ut excedat magnitudi- 
nem panis unius folidi: ** As often as fuch a gland 
* {wells, fo as that the tumour becomes great, 
* and exceeds the magnitude of a fmall loaf of 
* bread." 

He obferves very juftly, + Natura bujus tumoris 
efl, ut ftatim incipiat erumpere tumor, qui duum eft 
| generum : aliquando colligitur materia circa glandes in 
membrana veftiente glandulas, vel replente cavitatem in-. 
guinum;, aliquando fubflantia propria glandule intu- 
mefcit : ** The nature of this tumour, which is of 
* two kinds, is to break out immediately; fome- 
** times there is matter. collected about the glands 
* in the membrane that unfolds them, or fills the 
* cavity of the groins ; fometimes the very fub- 
** {tance of the gland itfelt fwells.” It is certain 
that the inguinal glands are fufficiently involved and 
covered by the tunica cellulofa, which likewife fuffers 
itfelf to be diftended in all its circumference ; from 
whence it is to be dreaded, that the buboes will be 
larger if the venereal virus has alío infected the 
membrana cellulofa, than if it had fixed its feat in 
the gland only; which kind of buboe puzzles the 
phyficians, becaufe it never comes to maturity or 
fuppuration. E contra ilius, qui eft extra glandes, pri- 


mum. 


* Aphrodifiac. p. 820, + Ibidem, 
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mum gnum eft parvitass fecundum, celeris mutatio ; 
tertio, cognofcimus ad tafium, tumorem effe im mem- 
branis, E9 non effe aliquod corpus circumfcriptum, quod 
intumeat : * On the other hand, a fmall appear- 
** ance is the firít fign of that which is beyond the 
gland; the fecond is its quick change; the third 
is that we know by feeling that the tumour is in 
the membranes, and that it is no other circum- 
* fcribed body which is fwelled." It plainly ap- 
pears, that a tenuity of the tumour is rather to be 
expected from the affe&ed gland, than from the 
{welling membrana adipofa. 

I have often and carefully obferved buboes at 
their rife. The patients begin to complain of a cer- 
tain tenfion in the groin, fometimes of a dull obtufe 
pain; then I could feel the glands as yet but a lit- 
tle increafed, yet diftin&, and placed or ranged 
lengthwife along the groin: they are foon increafed 
in bulk, and unite almoft into one mafs, which af- 
terwards often rifes into a great tumour ; and then it 
feems that the glands do not alone conftitute this tu- 
mour, but that the membrana cellulofa is alío in- 
fected : befides, this feems to be confirmed by prac- 
tical obfervations. Buboes of a large fize are hap- 
pily, and fometimes foon diminifhed by the power 
of mercury ; but though they partly difappear, there 
remains as it were a hard gloffy kernel, which 
yields to that power with great difficulty, and fome- 
times changes into an incorrigible hard fchirrus or 
{welling. ; | 

See thefe matters already mentioned in Sect. 1337, 
where the fuppuration of the breaíts, and likewife 
the diverfity of cure are treated of, according as the 
irremediable inflamation is feated in the cellular part, 
the glandular, or in both parts of the breafts at 
once. 

Bubo aut flatim apparet, antequam aliud malum in 
corpore cernatur, aut poftquam ulcufcula penis Chirur- 
gorum curiofitate mimis propere fanata funt, aut poft- 

: quam 
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quam Gonorrhea intempeftive fuppre[la ef * ** A buboe 
* either immediately appears before any other evil 
** may be difcerned in the body, or afteg.fome ul- | 
* cers in the penis are too foon healed, through 
** great eagernefs of the furgeons, or after an un- 
** feafonable fuppreffion-of a gonorrhea. Alexander 
Monro demonftrates +, that the vaículous lymphatic 
veffels abforb the fluids by their mouths, in many: 
places of the body ; he alfo remarks, that many con- 
globated glands receive fome certain branches of 
thofe veins in themfelves. It therefore will not feem 
wonderful, that the venereal poifon ftrikes into thefe 
abforbent veffels, whilít young men are in the em- 
braces of filthy harlots; and being conveyed to thefe 
conglobated glands, together with the lympha ve- 
nofa, fpreads the infection through them. lt is like- 
wife to be feared, if the virus had formed an ulcer 
in the penis, or had produced a gonorrhea in the 
urethra, and fufficient care be not taken that the 
contagious virus be difcharged from thefe places 
by perpetual lotion, or a copious flux, being ab- 
forbed by thefe glands, will eafily adhere and raife 
them into a tumour. It feems probable that thefe 
glands are infected before the reft, which are more 
near to the place firft affected. ‘Thus buboes are 
formed from the infected pudenda by venery ; nurfes 
who fuckle infected children are likewife io infected ; 
among the firít figns of the contagion, tumours 
often manifeft themfelves under the arm-pits. In 
infants to whom the contagion is communicated by 
infected nurfes, the glands of the neck are often firft 
invaded. .. T bagg 
This is farther confirmed by thofe circumftances, 
which are obferved to happen in the innoculation 
of the fmall-pox. A flight incifion is made in the 
arm, to which a thread infected with the pocky mat- 
. . ter- 
* Alex. Trajan. Petron. de Morbo Gallico lib. vii. cap. v. 
Aphrodifiac. p. 1325. 
"t De Venis Lymphat, Valvul. p. 46, & feq. 
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ter is applied; tumours then gather under the arm- 
pits: from whence many fkilful phyficians conclude, 
that this innoculation had not been inítituted in vain ; 
fot it is a fign that the poifon of the fmall-pox is ab- 
forbed. But as the innoculation is only now made ia 
one arm, and not in both as formerly, the axillary 
glands of that fame fide, are only accuftomed to 
iwell +. 

From hence it appears, that a buboe in the groin 
gives a fignal of the contagion’s reception in the 
veins ; and if the whole is fixed in that tumour, the 
patient may ftill be as yet free from the difeafe : but 
that is altogether uncertain; for part of the virus 
only might have fixed here, and the reft of it, being 
mixed with the mafs of humours, may infect the whole 
body ; from hence we learn why thefe buboes are to 
be always fufpeéted by the fkilful. From whence 
Sydenham T has, after treating of the gonorrhea, 
fubjoined the following opinion: At vero, quoties 
morbi diuturnitate, €8 in difis partibus mora, conta- 
gium furfum fertur, & fenfim fanguini labem imprimit, 
aut materia virulenta, indebito adftringentium ufu, in 
corpore retenta eft, putrefcunt bumores, vera Lues ex- 
oritur, in qua tumores, five bubones, [epe in inguine 
comparentes, primum ejus gradum conftituunt ; “ But 
** as often as the contagion, by a long continuance 
** of the difeafe, and a delay in the parts mentioned, 
** is carried into the upper parts of the body, and 
** gradually contaminates the blood ; or when a poi- 
* fonous matter is retained in the body, by the 
* wrong ule of aftringents, the humours putrify, 
* areal Lues is from thence bred; and then tu- 
** mours or buboes appearing in the groin, confti- 
« tute the firft ftep of this difeaífe." This fome- 
times happens, and I have feen buboes arife in pa- 
tients foon after impure venery, yet ftill without any 
evil appearing in any other part of the body; nor 

| is 
T De Venis Lymphat. Valvul. p. 48, 
t; Epifiol. Refponf, 11. p. 4160, — 
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is this a flight evil; for it fhows the contagion of the 
Lues to be fo active as not to adhere to the parts to 
which it was immediately applied, but that being 
received into a veffel it had penetrated farther 5 hence 
if it is not driven from the body by a proper reme- 
dy, it is to be feared, that the whole body will be. 
contaminated by it. So have I feen not only bu- 
boes raifed in the groin of a robuft young man, in 
three days after a connection with a proftitute, 
but his whole fkin deformed with vari or knots, 
The fame often happens when venereal fhankers, 
(formerly called a caries by thofe authors who wrote 
of the Lues) are treated with repelling and drying 
medicines: from whence Fallopius ] ftrictly advifes, 
Si fuerit caries vere Gallica, €9 non levis, fed maligna, 
vel malignifuna, fugite valide, C9 pure, vepellentia ; 
quia nafcerentur bubones, ** Beware of ufing ftrong 
* repellent remedies, in cafe of fuch a caries or 
* fhankers, whether of the mildeft or moft malig- 
* nant nature, for buboes proceed from thence." 
Buboes ufually follow a recent infection, or venereal 
fhankers in the genital parts, when treated by a bad 
method, or a gonorrhea when fupprefs'd. To thefe 
caufes Afruc added another ; + Sz demum citra ullum 
eoitum proxime pregre[Jum fponte contingunt, C9 fignum 
lateutis luis Venereae Patbognomicum conftituunt ; * And 
* finally, if they fpontaneoufly happen without any 
** Jate coition, they con(titute a pathognomic fign of 
* a lurking venereal difeafe.” It is certainly true, 
that the venereal virus, mixed with circulating hu- 
mours, may be afterwards depofited in different 
parts of the body ; fo that it 1s not inconfiftent that 
buboes may be raifed in this manner: yet this is 
feldom known to happen ; at leaft I have never feen 
any buboes, whofe origin was not due to recent 
coition, or gonorrhea, or fhankers badly cured. It 
js alfo well known, that it is cuftomary in fuch pa- 

tients 


§ De Morb. Gallic. cap. Ixxxi, Aphrodif. p. $14; 
Lib, iii, cap. v. p. 218. 
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tients to confefs their juvenile frolicks, rather than 
blufh at fuch like errors committed in a ftate of 
maturity. | | 
A venereal buboe is diftinguifhed from other tu- 
mours of the groin, by being preceded by impure, 
or at leaft fo fufpected venery, by venereal fhankers, 
or a gonorrhea. If the groin be touched in the be- 
ginning of a bubo, the glands are perceived to fwell 
more than ufual in depth, which being more in- 
creafed, are united into one hard mafs, and confti- 
tute a larger tumour at the bafe, and are more ac- 
cuminated at the top; the colour of the fkin appears 
not changed from its natural ftate, but afterwards 
grows red, when the buboe.is inflamed and tends 
to a fuppuration. A buboe is not eafily confounded 
with an hernia in the groin, except by unfkilful per- 
fons ; for it is oblong from its beginning, of an un- 
equal fuperficies, and is formed upon a large bafe ; 
the furface of the hernia is fmooth and light, ap- 
proaching to a fpherical form, and eafily yields to 
the preflure of a finger, if not incarcerated; then 
fome grievous fymptoms, fuch-as a vomiting, fits of 
the cholic, a fever, &c. attend it ; but thefe never 
accompany a buboe. If the hernia is not incarce- 
rated, it yields to the touch, the tumour is dimi- 
nifhed by preffure, and the wind puffed therein 
ftrikes found into the abdomen ; all thefe fymptoms 
are far diitant from a buboe. Yet if a foftnefs is 
perceived in a buboe already fuppurated, or ftill 
fuppurating, or a lurking liquid is obferved by an 
obícure fluctuation in the buboe, all that is {mall 
and deep, and only occupies the middle of the tu- 
mour.r But where the hernia has already defcended 
into the fcrotum, it bears no manner of fimilitude to 
a buboe. 
Sometimes the buboe remains a long while un- 
changeable, after it has obtained its whole maghi- 
tude, and it acquires a. diverfity of appellations, ac- 
"E cording 
* Lib, iij. cap. v. p. 223, 
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cording to the variety of its changes; if it begins to 
be painful, hot, and red, it is called phlegmonodes ; 
if a fuppuration enfues, it may be calied puedes; if 
it entirely hardens, and remains fo a long while, it is 
termed /chirrodes. 3 xi 

From hence its different prognoftics appear, ac- 
cording to the various ftate of the tumour; here.a 
fuppuration is not fo to be dreaded, but rather to be 
wifhed, if equally fpread ; the fchirrus is more dread- 
ful than the reft, as the worft of evils may follow 
from thence; all thefe will be treated of hereafter, 
in Sect. 1461. 


SE C'T. MCCCCXLIX. 


N D in men a great inflammation of the 
member in a (hort time turned to a 
gangrene. "ee 
The penis, as hath been faid, is chiefly expofed 
to the danger of a contagion in the act of impure 
wenery ; hence this is fo often infected before any 
other part of the body. But a pimple or fpot, itch- 
ing and hot, with a gentle inflammation, rifesin that 
place where the venereal miafma begins to adhere 
(fee Sect. 1444 5) from whence if this inflammation 
be irritated any way, on account of the fenfibility of 
the part affected, the worft of evils may be the con- 
fequence. The venereal erection, by which the af- 
fected member fwells and ftiffens, is often the caufe 
of a ftronger inflammation ; for this reaíon, as will 
be hereafier faid concerning the cure of this dif- 
eafe, it is ordered, that low and emollient diet be 
ufed by thofe labouring under this difeafe ; the ufe 
of wine and all fpirituous liquors is forbidden them; 
they are alfo advifed to fhun all occafions of an erec- 
tion in the penis, by lafcivious difcourfes, books, 
| pXtures, 
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“pictures, or fuch like exciting objects; together 
with thofe of luftful dreams, than which nothing 
is more hurtful. If the evil is already ripe, and 
thefe parts are corroded by a venereal. ulcer, how 
great is the danger of a rupture in the veilels |! 
The urethra is fometimes obferved to be greatly 
Íwelled in a fevere gonorrhea, as alío to be gnawed 
by ulcers, from whence arifes a moít intenfe pain, 
whiift the penis is in erection ; nor can it yet be co- 


extended in erection ; the rigid penis füffening, is | 


incurvatéd downwards as if with a cord, and then 
it is termed a gonorrhwa chordata, or chordee. "dt 
fometimes, and but rarely happens in a fevere go- 
norrhea only, that the ligament of the penis, by 
which it is bound to the commiffura of the ofla pubis, 
and likewife that other ligament proceeding froin 
the corpora cavernofa, which conítitute the penis, 
are inflamed ; then the penis is necetfarily diftended 
thus with pain, or bent upwards, or obliquely in- 
clined to one fide : it fometimes happens, that thefe 
fufferers have an erection of the penis in their fleep, 
though they avoid all temptations of venery, efpe- 


cially if they lie long on their backs; then a dif-. 


charge of the feed enfues, which is attended with 
the moft acute pains. What violence muft the in- 
flamed penis then fuffer, when diftorded to this or 
that fide! how great is the danger of a rupture of 
the vefiels! of which behold a fingular inftance : 
J'uveni rigidus penis vebementer inflexus fuerat. Poft 
ibi loci tumor nafci, crefereque; cute fuper eum, ut fuper 
corpus penis reliquum, mobili. — Quum ineffet mollitude 
quedam, qualis maturiori apoftemati, mollia unguenta 
 appofita, S cataplafmata, quo maturaretur, quod cre- 
debatur, apoflema : ex quo increvit. Spe nulla apparente, 
bac curatione ruptum iri, tumor, quod diffuaferam, in- 
-cfus eft plaga magna. Mox fanguis erumpere, pra- 
' tereaque wibil : erumpere cum impetu, ut veprimi pri- 
nuu non poet, deinde egre repreffus fuerit, nec plane. 
Vor. XVII. I, Fuvene, 


T Ibidem, lib. iii. cap. i. p. 161. & lib, iv. cap. xi. p. 400, 
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Fuvene, poft paucos dies mortuo, incido membrum, [edem 
querens viii, modumque. Invenio corpus nervofum 
majus. alterum dilatatum in tumorem fuiffe, extendente 
fanguine s quemadmodum in aneurifmate arterig. — Vi- 


venti, quum languebat nemorum, tumor minor, mollt- 


He 3 quum erigebat fe, major, tenfufque : ** The pe- 

nis of a young man having a ftrong erection, was. 
« incurvated ; afterwards a tumour arofe, and in- 
*« creafed there, the fkin being ftill moveable upon 
** it, as it was upon the reft of the body of the 
** penis. As there was a certain foftnefs in it, fuch 
** as in a ripening impofthume, fome pultices and 
foftning unctions were applied to increafe the 
foftnefs, by which it might be brought to matu- 
rity, becaufe it was thought to be an impoít- 
** hume ; from whence it increafed. No hope ap- 
* pearing of its breaking by this method of cure, 
a confiderable incifion was made, contrary to my 
** advice, and nothing but blood broke forth from 
* it, with fuch jmpetuofity that it could not be 
** ftopped at firft, but was afterwards repreffed with 
** fome difficulty, though not thoroughly. The 
** young man dying in a few days after, I diffected 
* the member to explore the feat and manner of 
* the evil. I found that one of the corpora nétvofa 
* had been more dilated in the tumour than the. 
* other, the blood {till increafed as in the aneurifm 
** of an ar tery : when his penis was not erected, the: 
** pain in that member was more moderate, aed the 
* tumour was fmaller and fofter, but greater and. 
** more tenfe when in erection.* ^" 

It may be eafily deduced from the circumftances 
mentioned in the chapter which treats of an inflam-. 
mation and gangrene, why the fudden change of an. 
inflammation into a gangrene is to be dreaded in| 
the penis fo inflamed. The danger is ftill more: 
threatning to the wretched patient, if thefe more acrid} 
diuretics, balfama fulpburis dida, ol: JHllat : tere: 

(— bintbings 
* Albini Academ, Anatom, lib, ui. p. 27. 
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binthineg, ce. be ufed according to the practice of 
foppifh mountebanks and ignorant quacks, who ufu- 
ally obtrude fuch oppofite remedies upon the un- 
Wary. | = 
It is to be obferved, that there is a very tender 
tunica cellulofa adhering under the fkin of the pe- 
nis and prepuce, whieh is raifed to a great tumour 
when affected, and may fuffocate or ftrangle the 
parts placed under it. Thefe parts are irritated by 
a rude rubbing of the penis, or fome kind of acrid 
matter collected between the prepuce and the glans 
of the penis, in fuch a manner that I have (een won- 
derful tumours produced from thence: firft, in fuch.- 
perfons whofe prepuce is ftretched out beyond the 
glans, and alfo gathers more about the Orifice, as 
may be obferved in young boys; this tender tunica 
cellulofa, when inflated, reaches fometimes beyond 
the glans, entirely hides it, and impedes the free 
difcharge of urine, a part of which remains col- 
lected between the prepuce and the glans, becomes 
more acrid, irritates thofe parts ftill more, and thus 
all the complaints are increafed.: this tumour is al- 
moft pellucid, varioufly writhed, yielding to the 
prefiure of a finger, fo that this is called a phymo/is ; - 
but when the prepuce is withdrawn behind the glans, 
and is alfo affected by this tumour, then it is ufually 
called a paraphymofis ; and an annular fwelling, and 
almoft equally pellucid, furrounds the corona of the 
glans, which ftretches out beyond this annular tu. 
mour all naked. In a phymofis the fwelling prepuce 
cannot be drawn backward, nor forward in a para- 
phymofis. ! 

Such tumours areformed, though not attended with 
any venereal cauíe, though not difficult to be cured, 
Vidit Heers juvenem, decimum quintum etatis annum 
agentem, impollutumy Venerifque nefcium, cum in im- 
perforatam diu valida latera. exercuiffet, glandis ba- 
buiffe inflationem maximam, & lucidam, quam Lutetie 
eryftallinam vocant, una cum infauo penis dolore. Im- 

4 i3 mifit 


148 "The Venzrear Disease. Sett. 1449. 
nift per preputii biatum cicute folium, digitis leviter 
tritum y fedabatur brevi dolor, 9, repetito bujus ufu, 
tumor omnino difcuffus efl.  Poftea, remedii bujus ef- 
fecum fapius expertus, illud in fecretis | babuit : 
**-Heers Jaw * a young man of fifteen years of age, 
** ignorant of venery, who had been ftruggling hard 
** to penetrate a virgin, had caufed thereby an in- 
* flation of the glans, together with a raging pain 
* in the penis; this kind of {welling is pellucid, and 
* is called cryftallinze lutetiee. He thruft the leaf 
** of an herb, refembling hemlock, called cicuta, 
<< into the opening of the prepuce, after he had 
“lightly bruifed it with his fingers, the pain foon 
* ceafed, and the tumour ‘entirely vanifhed by à re- 
** petition of this method. He often experienced 
** the effect of this remedy afterwards, and held it 
* as afecret.” We are alfo told by Z4ffruc +, that fuch 
tumours proceed from violent or difficult venery, 
with even an undefiled woman; but he alfo affirms 
them to be free from danger, and that they are eafily 
cured. 

In young boys, the urine is fometimes collected | 
between the prepuce and the glans, efpecially if the 
entrance is narrow; from thence proceeds a phymo- 
fis, with fuch a great pellucid tumour, which fóme- 
times greatly obítructs the free paffage of the urine’; 
if warm water is injected through the orifice of the 
prepuce by a fyringe, that the internal fuperficies of 
rhe glans and the prepuce be wafhed, that tumour 
ufually fubfides quickly, if no acrimony remains 
from the urine, and confequently the caufe of irri- | 
tation be removed, efpecially if acetum lithargyri be. | 
diluted’ with two hundred parts of water of ‘the | 
flowers of alder, and perpetually applied by way of | 
a fomentation ; yet thefe injections of warm water | 
fhould be ftill repeated in the day-time, though but | 


gently, 


! 
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9 Obfervat. Medic. No. vii. p. 85.° 
4 De Morbis Vener, lib, iii, capit, viii. p. 259. 
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_ gently, then this other may be borne even by the moft 
tender, as it may be applied without any pain. 
Thave feen a formidable phymofis bred in a boy 
of cight years of age, who, unable to bear the fum- 
mer's heat, ftript his lower parts as he went to fleep ; 
being then ftung by gnats, many marks remained 
on his legs and thighs, and but one of thefe bites 
"was obferved on his prepuce, which fo intolerably 
itched, that the lad vehemently rubbed it; from 
‘whence a very fwelling phymofis enfued in three 
hours after, yet it was happily cured by this me- 
thod. | 3 i 
The phymofis and paraphymofis are bred from 
fimilar.caufes ; they indeed are troublefome, and their 
delay often ftrikes the patient with dreadful appre- 
henfions ; yet they are likewife eafily cured: but 
when they have their origin frotn a venereal evil, 
they threaten much greater danger, nor are they 
fo eafily cured; for they, forthe moft part, proceed 
from the lurking ulcers of the glans and the pre- 
puce, which are hid by the immoderately fwelling 
prepuce, nor do they admit the hand of a furgeon ; 
their cure will be treated of in Sec. 1463.  Thefe 
evils are all augmented, whilft the {welling prepuce 
obftructs the free difcharge of the venereal corrup- 
tion; from whence the venereal Lies is not only to 
“be feared from the abforbed corruption, but thefe 
ulcers themfelves, being perpetually moiftened by this 
‘Corruption, rendered more acrid:by time ‘or ‘delay, 
acquire a greater malignity, fo that the’ neighbour- 
‘Ing parts are often’ mioft’ miferably corroded before 
the fwelling of ‘the prepuce is come: down, and be- 
"fore: the free difcharge-of ithe poifonous ‘matter is 
"obtained 5; from whence all thefe complaints fall into 
a4 worfe'ftate, and if a gonorrhea ‘accompanies them, 
“the quantity and virulence of ‘the corruption are in- 
-crealed perpetually. | Wherefore Sydenbam * faid, 
"Quod fi egri glans preputio undequaque contegatur, at- 
«^9 Epift, Refponf. IL. p. 424. 
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que ejufdem ora pre inflammatione ufque adeo. tumida,. 
dura ac callofa, reddatur, ut nullo modo queat. reduci ; 
laterem lavat quifquis Gouorrbzam remediis purgantibus, 
etiam fortifimis, SF quotidie ad uaufeam. repetitis, ag- 
greditur s nifi eodem tempore id agatur, ut pars ita 
affecta ad flatum fibi nattralem redeat, fublatis duritie 
C9 tumore, unde Gonorrbeae novus utique fomes mini- 
firatur: ‘* That if the patient's glans be every 
** where covered with the prepuce, and that the end 
* of it is rendeied iwelled, hard, or fo callous as 
** not to be reduced’ by any means, the patient is in 
vain purged daily with itrong draftic remedies ; 
unlefs at the fame time means are ufed that the part 
* affected may return to its natural ftate, by the 
** removal of the hardnefs and tumour, from whence 
* a new fomes of the gonorrhea is likewife admi- 
* niftered.” But he recommends the moft gentle 
remedies for this purpofe, as it is certain, that thefe 
fymptoms are exafperated by the more acrid, and 
that the inflammation fo much to be dreaded, here 
increafes; from. whence the matter, which ficks 
collected. between the prepuce and the glans, is to 
be wathed away either by pure water, or the moft 
-emoilient decoctions ; and a powetful antiphlogiflic 
method of treatment will be needful, as will be here- 
after difplayed in Sect. 1460. 

-.As long as the tumour forming the phymofis or pa- 
raphymofis is pellucid, foft, and yielding to the pref- 
fure of a finger, and attended with {carcely any pain, 
the evil is lefs dangerous ; but if the figns of a ftrong 

inflammation manifeft themíelves, and a fharp pain 
and ftrong fever enfue ; if efficacious remedies are 
not then fuddenly applied, a gangrene is to be 
feared ; for in the phymofis the glans every. where 
re pteffed, will be fuffocated or ftrangled by the fwel- 
ling inflamed prepuce, and {till much fooner if the 
glans is alfo inflamed. In the paraphymofis, the 
hard annular tumour fo conftringes the whole ambit 
of the penis, behind the corona of the glans, that it. 
obftructs | 
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obftructs the flux and reflux of the vital humours, 
from whence a gangrene neceffarily follows, and the 
mortified glans afterwards falls off ; and thofe fo fouly 
mutilated, will remain fo during life. | 
Such a calamity frequently reigns in hotter cli- 
mates, efpecially whilft the patients contemn the 
beginning of thefe evils, and ftrenuoufly indulge 
their inclinations ; fuch an evil is above all others 
to be feared, efpecially if a venereal ulcer being 
bred between the glans and the prepuce, the patient 
takes a journey, and travels expeditioufly, particu- 
larly on horfeback.. I have feen a melancholy cafe 
of this nature in a young man who was taken with 
a phymofis upon a journey, and whilft the wretch {till 
fuffered this pain, of which by going to a great city he 
might be commodioufly cured, a gangrene enfued, 
which almoft deftroyed half the penis: his life was 
indeed preferved by a fkilful phyfician, but all the 
mortified part feli off, - 


o"E C1. MCCCCL: 


H E tefticles when fwelled are pain- 

ful, and often break out into ulcers, 
bred by an inflammatory tumour in the femi- 
nal veffels. 


The tefticles are fometimes wont to fwell in a 
gonorrhea; fuch tumours are ufually called. 7e/fe; 
venere. A tefticle begins on one or the other fide 
to be enlarged, fo that it is extended every where 
as from its center of gravity: the fufferers feel a 
certain harfh tenfion as it were in the middle of dt, 
as if its interior fubftance was preffed or fqueezed 
from the outfide; whilft the tefticle fwells it alfo 
hardens, but not with a fchirrhous hardnefs, for it 
yields any way to a finger lightly preffing it; the 
| L4 tumour 
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tumour feldom increafes fuddenly, but grows flowly, 
©ften to a remarkable fize. The pain is not very 
great, efpecially in the beginning, but the feeling of 
the diftenfion 1s difagreeable ; the bulk being then 
increafed, the tefticle then by its gravity “draws 
‘down thofe parts by which it 1s fufpended, and if 
the {welling tefticule is held up by lying in bed, or 
fome other foft fufpenfion, that pain occafioned by 
dts ftretching thole parts by its weight, ceafe, or at 
leaft 1s for the molt part alleviated : ufually the 
epididymis only fwells; where the evil is much 
lighter, and the tumour but flowly increafes ; the 
reft of the fubftance of the tefticle afterwards begins: 
to fwell ; fometimes both tefticles fweil, but the 
tumour is ftill greater in one fide than if the other ; 
but as that tumour is’ equable while it increafes, 
the fubftance of the teftis feems to be increafed in 
fize by adventitious matter ; and as no diftenfion can 
at the fame time be perceived, in thofe veflels carry- 
ing the humours to the tefticules, and which carry 
them back again after fecretion, the tumour of the 
tefticule feems rather to proceed from an impedi- 
ment in the evacuation of the humour, which being 
feparated from the blood in the laboratory of the 
tefticles, ought to be colleéted and kept in the fe- 
minal veffels. 

But as all that is fecreted by the tefticles is at 
length conducted by the vas deferens to the feminal 
veflels, fome celebrated phyficians have concluded, 
that the feminal vefléls’ are affected, if the silicies 
‘begin to fwell ;. fo Aftruc * hath ftated, $7 teftes, fine 
'aufa, vel faltem levi de caufa, tument in morbi focieta- 
tem "veniunt.  ** Vf the tefticles fwell without a 
** caufe, or at leaft bya flight caufe, they come 
« into a fhare of this-difeafe:” (He fpeaks of invef- 
tigating the feat of the'gonorrhea) ** then the profta- 
'** te and feminal veffels s, are infected by the gonor- 
* lays m UNT autem ud cula alterutra tantum af- 


fut, 


| 
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Jic, fe alteruter. tantum. teftis. caleat, dolent, tumeat’s 
utraque, fi uterque: ** Butit is conjectured, that only 
** one or either of the tefticules is inflanied, painful, 
* and fwell'd, but if both, fo are both the veffels 
* affected alfo." Hee cn) ci t d | 
— It was before faid, in Sect. 1447, that thefe fe- 
minal vefiels are infected by the venereal miafma, 
and that it is the worft kind of a gonorrhea, the 
hardeft to be cured, and that many melancholy evils 
follow; but it is here difputed whether this tumour 
of the tefticules 1s a certain fign that the venereal 
contagion has reached the feminal veffels or not. It 
is fufficient to produce a tumour, if the free paffage 
of thefeed, formed in the téfticule, be obftructed in 
the vas deferens ; from hence it feems that the tefti- 
cule may fwell, though no venereal contagion had 


^ 


reached the feminal veffels; ^ ^ | 
A wonderful conformation in thefe parts is ob- 
ferved : * the vas deferens, which is a continuation 
of the epidydimis, together with the fpermatic: vef- 
fels placed behind it, afcends by the tunica vaginalis, 
and where it reaches to the lamina membranofa of 
the peritoneum, which covers the beginning of ‘the 
{permatic vagina, it falls backward from théfe veffels 
in form of a bow, running through the cellular fa- 
bric of the peritoneum, to the hinder part of the 
bladder, to which it ftrongly adheres, as alfo to the 
lamella of the peritoneum, by which it is covered’: 
moreover, it paffes between the extremity of the ure- 
thra and the bladder, there it meets with the canalis 
deferens of the other fide, and they defcend toge- 
ther to thé neck of the bladder. The cavity of thofe 
vafa deferentia is cylindrical, and is ‘dilated where 
they run behind the bladder, then about their ex-. 
tremities. they become more narrow, and ‘are fo 
placed between the neighbouring extremities of the 
feminal veffels, that the liquid, conveyed by the vas 
‘deferens, gradually infinuates itfelf into the feminal 
eae 51 veffels 
* Winflow Expofit, Anatom, p. 565, & 568. 
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vefiels of the fame fide, nor yet can that which is 
contained in the feminal veffels be poured back into 
the vas deferens ; this is proved by a puff of wind 
blown into the vas deferens of one fide. Afterwards 
both the little channels or canaliculi, each of which 
1s compofed of the extremities of the vas deferens 
and the ieminal vefiels of the fame fide, convey 
the:mníclves between the bafe of the proftatz, and 
the channel of the urethra, whofe fubftance they ob- 
liquely penetrate, and are terminated in a caruncula, 
which is called the caput gallinaginis. 

Therefore, whatfoever can obftru& the free paf- 
fage of the liquid fecretion in the tefticle, through 
all chis courfe of the vas deferens, may be owing to 
the tumour in them. I have feen this in a young 
man, who had but a mild gonorrhea; as he was ad- 
vifed to ufe but weak drink, andit being then win- 
ter, he drank pretty plentifully of whey. ” As he one 
day applied himfelf pleafingly to his fchool exer- 
cifes, he imprudently with-held his urine for two 
hours, which he could not afterwards difcharge with 
ali his endeavours; fuddenly a tumour and pain 
ftruck into his right tefticule, and, as a fkilful fur- 
geon introduced a catheter, his urine burft forth with 
great force, and the tumour and pain of the tefticle 
immediately vanifhed. That tumour could not be 
afcribed to a venereal contagion, communicated to 
the tefticle, or to an infection of the feminal veffels ; 
for the gonorrhea was mild, and was then much 
amended, by the application of a good method of 
cure; there was no fuppreffion of the matter, for it 
freely flowed out : from hence it feems very likely, | 
that the vas deferens had been greatly repreffed by 
the diftorted bladder; wherefore all the complaint 
ceafed, as foon as the caufe was removed. 

It 1s true indeed, that the exit of the feminal veffel 
was in this cafe equally compreffed ; but thefe are ap- — 
pointed to collect and keep the genital humour, | 
and they remain for many months full without hurt, | 

in 
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in thofe who live.chafte ; but that the tumour of 
the tefticles does not always follow, appears to arife 
from hence, that the cavity of the canalis deferens 
is furnifhed with firm fides, almoft cartilaginous, 
whence, this channel being difie&ed, they fall not to- 
gether, but the cavity remains circular. The cele- 
-brated Aftruc * mentions a two-fold caufe of the 
"dwelling tefticle, viz. the fuppreffion or prevention 
of the flux of the gonorrhea; and, the venereal vi- 
-rus, being conveyed by whatfoever caufe to the fub- 
ftance of ‘the tefticle: the prior caufe always de- 
pends on a gonorrhea, and often accompanies it: 
this ufually excites a great heat and pain, and the 
‘tumour then more quickly increafes; but it is alfo 
fooner and more happily cured, and, for the moft 
‘part, without any remaining hardnefs: moreover, 
if the flux be fuppreffed, it toon returns, before any 
great-evil breeds in the tefticle. If fuch a tumour 
cannot be difcuffed, it often comes to a fuppuration, 
and the abfcefs being broken, it degenerates into a 
fiftulous ulcer, very difficult of cure. Another caufe 
was, that if the venereal virus had penetrated into 
the very fubftance of the tefticle, without a gonor- 
rhea accompanying or immediately preceding it; the 
tefticule in {welling from fuch a caufe, is lefs painful 
and hot, fo that it forms a chronical complaint ra- 
-ther, but hard to be cured; ftill leaving a hardnefs 
in the tefticule, which fometimes degenerates into a 
fchirrus which is followed by the hydrocele, and yet 
much worfe evils. | 

lt cannot be denied, efpecially in an inveterate 
Lues, that the venereal virus, difperfed throughout 
the whole body, may be depofited in the tefticles ; 
nor does it feem improbable, that this morbid 
miafma can be communicated to the tefticles, bor- 
‘dering upon the affected places, efpecially after fuf- 
fering by frequent gonorrheas: yet a gonorrhea at- 
tended all the cafes which fell under my care; and 
in 

* De Morbis Vener, lib. iii, capit. iv. p. £92, \ 
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in two inftances an acrid, copious, and remarkable 
gonorrheal flux followed the tumour of the ‘tefticle, 
which then fuddenly and remarkably diminifhed : 
on the other hand, I have obferved, that the tu- 
mour of the tefticle was chiefly to be feared, if the 
gonorrheal flux. fhould thus fuddenly ftop, or be re- 


4narkably diminifhed, yet more fo if the figns indi- 
«ate the feat of the evil to adhere about the profta- 


iz; which, I believe, fhould be always fufpected, 
where a quantity of gonorrheal matter 1s fomed out 
from the penis, in ftrongly endeavouring to make 
water. I had the cure of fuch a. patient, who la- 
boured under a recent but yet a virulent gonorrhea, 
in which both the cavernous bodies of the penis be- 


gan to fwell ; then, by the application of fpecific 


remedies, all thefe evils were amended in nine days 


time ; the flux ae from a green to a white co- 


lour, the pain of the ftrangury was, for the. moft 
part, removed, and the tumour of the penis greatly 
fubfided.. Tired with the reftrictions to low diet, 


Imagining all that to be vain, he went without more 


ceremony to a tavern, that he might indulge his ap- 
petite ; he returned in five days after with the flux 
entirely fupprefied, but the right tefticle had 
iwelled with great pain: being then more govern- 
able, in confequence of the mifchief caufed by his 
imprudence, he folemnly {wore he would be obedi- 
ent to advice for the future ; the flux began to re- 
turn the day following, and afterwards. increafed : 

the tumour and pain of the tefticle diminifhed, 
and he was entirely cured in the fpace of a month. 

I have often feen the tefticles {welled by a prac- 
tice of injecting aftringent remedies into the penis, 
and that chiefly by the imprudent ufe of balfam ca- 
pivi turpentine, ol. ftillat. balfam. fulphur. &c. 

A man thirty-two years of age, of a dry and hot 


.eonfütution, flew to me from a neighbouring village, 
to fhew me a fwelling, attended with an acute . pain 


in his right tefticle: he confefs'd to have had a go- 
norrhea, 
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norrhea, with a venereal ulcer in the penis five 
weeks before that time, and that he had taken à 
quantity of balfam of fulphur, (which is made of 
flour of fulphur, mixt with turpentine) by the ad- 
vice of a barber: the weather being exceffive hot, 
as the flux almoft ftopped of itfelf, he imagined he 
was cured, and returned to his former habit of ves 
nery ; then by a darting forth of the feed in an act 
of this kind, he felt a fudden and very fevere pain 
verging towards his right tefticle ; in a little while 
after, he made water tinged with blood, and the 
painful tefticle fwelled: thefe evils ftill increafed 
the day following, In two days after, the gonor- 
rhea returned, though not copioufly, and the fwelling 
began to abate in the tefticle; but the day follow- 
ing, both the tumour and pain of the tefticle in- 
creafed again ; there was a great fediment in his 
urine, the hardnefs in the fwelling tefticle was di- 
minifhed ; and, as the gonorrhea {till flowed, its 
quantity of matter increaíed by degrees ; fo that the 
pain was already eafed, as the patient could rub his 
tefticles lightly with his fingers, without increafing 
it. The gonorrheal flux was white, with only a light 
ftrangury attending it. In fixteen days after this 
right tefticle began to fwell, a buboe was felt in his 
left groin, which neverthelefs difappeared entirely 
in a fhort time, by the application of. proper reme- 
dies, (more of which will be faid in Sect. 1462.) and 
‘he was compleatly cured. j 
ft appears from thefe circumftances, that a tu- 
mour of the tefticles often proceeds from a fup- 
preffed gonorrhea, efpecially if it had fixed its feat 
about the proftatze, and thus the free paffage through 
the orifice of the vas deferens is obftructed by the 
fwelling of thefe and their neighbouring parts. For 
which when the gonorrhea returns, the {welling 1s di- 
minifhed in them, the tumour and pain of the af. 
fected tefticle are in a fhort time diminifhed, which 
would not happen if the caufe of the evil adhered to 
M the 
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the fubftance of the tefticule. It therefore is con- 
firmed, that the tumours of the tefticles chiefly oc- 
cur after the gonorrhea begins. 

lt appears from that remarkable cafe which I 
have mentioned in Sect. 432, how dangerous the 
ufe of balfam of fulphur, terebinthina, and fuch- 
like remedies is. This man could not be fuf 
pected of ever having a gonorrhea, nor any for- 
mer or prefent fymptoms of the venereal dileafe ; 
yet he laboured under a light ftrangury, which 
took birth from fome unknown caufe: he remem- 
bered that he had been cured of a complaint of this 
kind formerly, by the ufe of balfam of fulphur; 
wherefore he took it again at different times, not 
only ineffectually, but with moft unfortunate fuccefs ; 
for a violent inflammation of the genitals enfued, and 
terminated in a gangrene, from which he with great 
difficulty efcaped ; for a part of the urethra, con- 
fumed by the gangrene in two places, fell away ; and 
he ever after urined through a pafiage of the urethra 
then remaining in the perineum. Thefe remedies 
act by an acrid ftimulus, of a long continuation in 
the urinal paffages ; as is demonftrated by the cafe 
of this unhappy man, whofe urine for four days, af- 
ter taking this balfam, diffufed a moft intolerable 
ftench ; he alío difcharged a thick, mucofe, and 
copious fediment, which is ufually caufed by ta- 
king thefe more acrid diuretics, and fometimes by 
the external application of bliftering plaiiters, pre- 
pared with cantharides. It was alfo attended with a 
troublefome ftrangury, followed by a ftrong inflam- 
matory pain in the peritoneum. 

If 1o many evils refulted from the imprudent ufe 
of fuch remedies, by a found robuft man of an ex- 
cellent conf{titution, how much more are they to be 
dreaded, if driven thus into the genitals of one la-+ 
bouring with a gonorrhea? j 
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ND alfo caruncula, ftrangury, corro- 

fion of the urethra, proftate, neck of 

the bladder, and feminal veflels, which alfo 
are evils alike incident to women. 


The reafon of the fymptoms here recited may be 
eafily collected from what was faid of the gonor- 
thea in both fexes in Sect. 1447 ; for the ftrangury 
from the defect of the mucus iining the internal íu- 

erficies of the urethra, may well be caufed either 
by its own inflammation, or an ulcerous corrofion ; 
then it was alío faid, that the proftatz, the neck of 
the bladder, the fethindl vefiels, and all their neigh- 
bouring parts, are fometimes corroded in ihe worft 
fpecies of a gonorrhea. There only remains that 
fomething be faid of the caruncula, which is often a 
mott troublefome evil, of whofe nature and cure 
there is no unanimous opinion as yet, amongft the 
moft learned of the faculty. Many have taken the 
caruncula for luxuriant flefh, and Sydesbam * in 
defcribing the evils, which follow or accompany a go- 
norrhea, "thus has it : Nonnunquam etiam, erofa atque 
excoriata urethra jugi. puris acrioris fluxu, natura, in 
carne nova vice jam deperdite jufto occupatior, laxam 
quandam £9 fpongiojam fubftituit, que, mole quotiaie 
| guéta, & Senpis n indurata, caruncularum excrefcentiis 
ita meatum urinarium infercit, ut tandem lotio non de- 
fur exitus s que quidem caruncule nibilo MANUS ex ul- 
ceribus fibi adnatis ichorem quemdam evomunt, C9 tum 
Medico crucem. figunt inter curandum, tum aegro magis 
dpfa morte timendum malum : * Likewife the urethra 
** js excoriated and corroded by a flux of a great 
ss * quantity of the more acrid corruption. Nature. now 


h * being 
¥ Epiftol. it, refponfor. p. 415; 
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** being too attentive to the formation of new flefh. 
* in the place of that which is deftroyed, fubftituted. 
“ that which is loofe and fpongy, which daily in- 
** creafes, and gradually hardened, fills up the paf- 
** face of the urethra with edrunculee, fo that nó dif- 
** charge. will be at length given to the urine : thefe 
** caruncule pour forth a certain foetid matter from 
* ulcers bred in themfelves ; then. the phyfician 
** ftands aghaft in treating them, and the patient is 
,* threatened with a greater evil than death itíelf."" 
It eafily appears, that by this luxuriant: flefh, the 
cavity of the urethra is rendered more narrow,, and 
the free exit of the urine is impeded, and that like- 
wife a total fuppreffion of the urine may follow. 
Whilft fuch an evil is breeding, or not, yet fills the 
channel of the urethra, the urine flows not out in à | 
full ftream as from found perífons; but it alío di- 
vides itfelf into a forked manner, or in two ftreams | 
like two threads, whilft the urine by the force of the | 
bladder contracting itfelf, and by the great endea- | 
vours of the patient, is forced by the carunculz, which | 
in fome degree ftops up the paffage. If the evil. 
continues to increale, the urine only comes out by 
drops, and is almoft totally ftopped by that obftruc- | 
tion. Some unhappy wretches endeavour to force 

their urine out by holding their breath, and fo exhi- 
bit a moft melancholy fpe&tacle to the phyficians. 
All thefe fymptoms in the mean time demonitrate an 

obftruction oh urine, by the obftacle which clofes the 

channel of the urethra, whether that obítacle fticks 

in that cavity, or whether it is beyond it; whilft the 
neighbouring tumour, by preffing the urethra die 

minithes its cavity, or entirely fhuts it up ; often a 

difficulty of urine, or a total fuppreffion of it hath 
been obferved from the {welling proftate, though 

perhaps no obftacle is found in the channel of the 

urethra: fo a tumour was felt in the perineum of,a 
foldier of fifty years of age, who had tried by va- 

rious remedies to difcharge it; but it ftill increafed 

tQ. 
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to the magnitude of a hen's egg: that tumour fo 
 Téprefled the urethra, that after a dyfuria, and a 
ftrangury, a deadly ifchuria followed; a catheter 
could not be thruft into the bladder, nor could the 
furgeon. diffolve the tumour, or empty the bladder, 
by all the art he ufed; from whence the patient 
died, after being a thoufand Ways excruciated. Af- 
ter his death it appeared, that the proftate were 
‘converted into a great abfcefs, filled partly with cor- 
-Tuption, and partly with blood, which ‘formed that 
‘tumour *, | Bee | 
^^. Skill might certainly have relieved this wretch. If 
‘ahard tumour is bred in that part, and can neither 
be diffolved, fuppurated, or removed by the hand 
of a furgeon, there fcarcely remains any hope of a 
cure: do about the root of his yard, above the 
{phinéter of the bladder, a flefhy hard tumour was 
difcovered, equal in bignefs to a hen's ego. When 
the tumour was cut through, the middle of it was 
found full of matter, white as plafter; the proftatae 
and feminal veffels much hardened. Petit + avers, 
that he had three times found the fwelling proftata: 
to have fo compreffed the neck of the bladder, that 
a total fuppreffion of urine followed: he alfo re- 
marks, that he found no caruncula’s in twelve bo- 
dies he diffected, after perifhing by a fuppreffion. of 
urine. His account of this matter is very concife, 
but it is very likely that he fufpe&ed the caruncule 
of the urethra, were thé caufe of this ifchuria, be- 
fore the diffection; or at leaft he was willing. to 
know whether the caruncule were fo frequently to 
be found, as they have been affirmed to be by many 
perfons. | EXT | 
. But as the channel of the urethra may be girded 
by the cavernous body, (as before mentioned in 
Sect. 1447.) which is of a fimilar mature to that of 
the cavernous bodies of the penis, and that the ve- 

Vor. XVH. M nereal 
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nereal contagion may penetrate thefe parts, and 
{ometimes produce a tumour, as is evident from ob- 
fervation, efpecially in the cavernous bodies of the 
penis; from hence fome very fkilful men of this 
profeffion, began to think whether the »cavernous 
body of the urethra could not fwell by a fimilar 
caule, fo as the cavity of the channel might be. re- 
markably diminifhed or entirely ftopped up: where- 
fore from hence they thought it might be: alfo.un- 
derftood, that the cavity of the urethra might.appear 
free after death, though fhut up or ftraitened. du- 
ring life; for it did not feem abfurd to them, that 
fuch tumours fhould fubfide immediately after-death. 
. The celebrated furgeon Sharp * propofes' this: opi- 
nion as a pure hypothefis, --and. confefies- to. be :1n- 
clined to believe it juít ; as it is certain, that in 
. fome cafes the channel of the urethra, which ap- 
peared obfiru&ed during life, was found: entirely 
open in afew hours after death.. He believes this hy- 
pothefis confirmed by this obfervation; ‘that the 
mucofe membrane of the noftrils may fometimes fo 
fwell, that the noftris may be. entirely ftopped. 
Yet he confeffes, that this caufe- of the obftruction © 
of urine, has not been as yet fo evidently demon- 
ftrated, 1o as that it may be confidered as very com- — 
mon, as fome would have x. - 4) 
. As the urethra, as before faid, 1s placed in the 
inferior part of the penis, fuch a tumour feems. not | 
difficult to be explored by the fingers. "The cele- 
brated Antonius Benevoli +, who with great repu- 
tation, taught and practifed furgery in the hofpital 
at Florence, called /asZa maria move, remarks, in 
his writing about the caufe of an ifchuria, that the 
moft of the fkilful phyficians of Tufcany had been | 
of opinion, that caruncule or little Íwellings bred | 
about the neck of the bladder, were the caufe of a 
fuppreffion of urine, which ceafes if thefe fwellings | 
| ^ €àR | 
* Critical Enquiry, &c. p. 166. 
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can be diffolved ; or otherwife that the liberty of 
ejecting the urine is reftored by the fuppuration 
and purulent evacuation of the broken abfcefs : from 
whence they all directed their attention to this me- 
thod of cure. Benevoli acknowledges, that this opi- 
nion was not altogether approved by bim, as a ca- 
theter could, with fmall difficulty, be introduced 
into the bladder, fo as to let out the retained urine ; 
_ which feemed almoft an impoffibility to him, if fuch 
an obítacle ‘fhould impede the ejection of urine from 
the bladder: hence he refolved upon an enquiry 
into the caufe of this difeafe in the bodies of thofe 
who died by this ifchuria: and this man, moft 
worthy of credit, affirms, that he never found even 
the fhadow of fuch a little fwelling about the neck 
of the bladder, or in its neighbouring parts, in all the 
bodies he diffected after dying of this evil in that 
great hofpital where he prefided ; but he conftantly 
{aw the internal fuperficies of the bladder almoít 
erafed in all thefe dead bodies, and altogether dit- | 

armed of the natural mucus, which defends it from 
the acrimony of the urine: he fometimes alfo found 
lome excoriation, either more or lefs, in that place of 
the bladder where the mucus was wanting, accord- 
ing as the difeafe had continued or not; fo that after - 
a long fuppreffion of urine, the. internal membrane 
of the bladder was excoriated, and indeed fometimes 
found turning black : he alío faw the proftatze not a 
little fwell'd in fome of thefe dead bodies, yet he 
never found them fuppurated, or damaged in any 

other manner. Wishes. a ; va | 
This celebrated practitioner inclines to an opinion, 
from thefe obfervations, that this ifchuria is not bred 
by the caruncula, but is attendant upon the excori- 
ation of the internal membrane of the bladder; and 
the matter which flows out with the urine, by the in- 
troduction of a catheter, is not corruption, but a 
mucous which fmears the internal fuperficies of the 
bladder, with which blood is fometimes mixed, which 
M 2 may 
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may proceed from the corroded veffels of the bladder. 
But às he had obferved, that the internal fuperficies 
of the inteftinum rectum was excoriated in thofe bo- 
dies which died of a tenefmus, he believed that the 
perpetual ineffectual inclination of making urine in 
an ifchuria, is bred from a fimilar excoriation of the 
bladder: from hence the fame very grievous pain in 
making urine, often follows after a tenefmus of the 
anus. The pain is fometimes fo exceffive, and the 
urine fo muddy, vifcous and bloody, that fome phy- 
ficians füfpect it to proceed from a {tone lurking in 
the bladder, as the cafe was in regard to a young 
man fo affected , * yet the exit of the difeafe taught 
them a contrary opinion. | | 
Te is indeed thus underftood why the dyfuria or 
difficulty in making urine is formed; but it does not 
from hence follow, why the dyfuria, or total fuppref- 
fon of urine, fhould be formed from fuch an ex- 
"coriation. An author underftood and endeavoured 
to clear this difficulty in a different manner ; + but it 
does not plainly appear, that he was then able to 
prove his opinion by all his flighty arguments : for 
it feems that it may be concluded frdm the pra&ical 
cafes which he alledges, that the excoriation.of the 
bladder is the effe& rather than the caufe of the | 
recedent ifchuria; for whilft the bladder is excef- 
fively diftended by a total fupprefüion of urine, and 
the delayed urine becomes more acrid, it is no won- 
der that the bladder may be inflamed, fuppurated, 
and excoriated,  whilft the internal. membrane fhrinks | 
back. I have feen fome more fuch cafes in the | 
hiftoria medica, which confirm what has: been juft | 
now faid. As this author himfelf affirms, that he | 
found the proftate in the greateft:part of fuch dead | 
bodies not a little fwell’d, the ifchuria may with | 
more likelihood be attributed to- this  obftacle. | 
This at leaft appears from what has been: faid, that | 
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the caruncula is not fo often in the urethra as it is 
_ believed to be ; for Morgagni * obíerved fome figns 
- of a former ulcer in the urethra of an afthmtic 
body. Aderant tres quatuorve cbordule, alba, tendi- 
nea, in tranfoerfum du&ie, non valde prominentes, nec 
ufquam fe ab interna uretbre membrana fejungentes. 
Erat intra bas chordulas interflitium s tum, tedio ferme 
"ter primam C9. ultimam loco, urethra fe tanto fpatio, 
quantum duo circiter, occupaffent tran{verfi digiti, co- 
ürllabdl, ut ibi, dimidio propemodum, quam fupra, 
aut infra, effet anguflior : ** There were three or 
** four little white ftrings ftretched acrofs, but not 
** projecting much, nor feparating themfelves any 
* where from the internal membrane of the urethra: 
* there was a diftance between thefe cords; between 
* the firft and the lait they took up about a finger’s 
** breadth in the urethra, which fo contracted itfelf 
* jn the fpace they occupied, that it was almoft as 
* narrow again in that part as above or below.” 
. But the ftrings in the cavity of the urethra projected 
in the fame place, fo that a fpecillum or probe could 
not país, either from the glans upwards, or through 
the cut urethra, where the proftate terminate downs 
"wards: yet he mentions no growing carnofity, which 
certainly could not efcape the fight of fo reputed an 
anatomift, if it had been there. . 
This caufe of the dyfuria and ifchuria, depen- 
dant only on the ftricture of the urethra, appears 
"very frequently ; and a celebrated fureeon * be- 
lieves it to be the moft frequent of all other caufes; 
and that fometimes it only takes up a {mall place in 
the urethra ; fometimes grows to a confiderable 
length, frequently in three or four different places ; 
and that fuch a conftriction is fufficient to produce 
all thofe evils which are wont to be attributed to the 
increafing carnofity of the urethra. | 
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. It is certain, that a great contraction in the mem- 
branous parts of the body fometimes produces ob- 
ftinate and difficult difeafes.. Sharp * faw the intefti- 
num rectum fo cantracted about the anus, in four 
perfons, that the cavity of that inteftine did not ex- 
ceed the diameter of a goofe’s quill in one of thefe 


patients; the fcars remaining from wounds and ulcers 


healed, often leave fuch a contraction for fome weeks 
and months; hence it will íeém na wonder, that 


fuch contractions of the urethra frequently occur 


after one or more often-repeated gonorrheas: but 
itíeems wonderful, that fuch an evil fhould occur, 
after a yonorrhea many years healed. They begin by 
making water with trouble, which gradually aug- 
ments ; the urine flows out like a fmall thread, and 
fometimes runs into a. double or forked ftream : if 
proper remedies are not foon applied, a total fup- 
preflion of urine follows, particularly inthofe who in- 
dulge themíelves more freely with women and wine: 
it is known how much all thefe parts may fwell 
whilt the veins are puffed up by .the yefterday's 
"wine. Perhapsa flight impediment, formed in the 
urethra, which might be borne without any damage, 
will ftop the channel, whereby the neighbouring vef- 
fel fuddenly fwelling, the urethra is inflamed and the 
channel ftraitened. Itis to be remarked, that the pain 
is in fuch a cafe diminifhed, if the contracted ure- 
thra is dilated by a leaden pencil, or a bougie ; for 
the pain and ftrangury are mitigated, and the pa- 
tient can retain his urine much longer. Sharp+ 
wondered that he had diminifhed the pain by an 
extenfion of that contracted channel; but he ob- 
ferved, that the fame happened in other kinds of 
contractions, From a ganglion placed under the 
ligament of the wrift, may proceed a contraction of 
the fingers (which ufually happens) ; fo that the tops 
of the fingers, or the palms of the hands are op- 
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prefied with great pains, which diminith in the fame 
proportion as the fingers are extended, and held in 
that _pofition by a proper bandage : fuch an exten- 
fion ought to be gradually made, and not at one and 
the fame time, as may be eafily underftood. Hence 
alfo thicker inftruments fhould be fucceffively ufed, 
in the dilatation of the urethra. After the fingers are 
entirely extended, the pain ceafes, but returns when 
- the fingers are let loofe, and. they jpontaneoully be- 
gin to be contracted again. $ 

But as fuch patients felt fo fudden relief from the 
dilatation of the urethra, it cannot be believed, that 
a fuppuration could be excited in fo fhort a tine in 
the urethra, fo as to confume the obftacle lurking 
in the channel, or remarkably diminifh it; and 
moreover, the ftrangury will immediately return 
when thefe dilating inftruments are withdrawn. It 
appears therefore, that this alteration is to be attri- 
buted to the fuftentation of the fibres, which are 

forced into a ftrong contraction. | 
_. From thefe and many more fuch like obfervations, 
' fome have believed, that caruncule were never in 
the channel of the urethra; as fo many other caufes 
‘are known, which may produce all thefe evils which 
are ufually attributed to thefe caruncule. I have 
read the famous Daran’s * collection for the cure of 
thefe difeafes, with deferved attention. Sharp T in- 
deed believed, that it feldom happened that the ca- 
runcula are alone in the venereal ifchuria, but for the 
moft part have thefe attendant Íymptoms, itricture of 
the urethra. callous fcars, protuberances of the cor- 
pus fpongiofum of the urethra, (which certainly be- 
long or relate to the carnous excrefcences) ; and yet 
he confeffes to have feen caruncule in the urethra, 
but of fo fmall a fize, that they did not exceed the 
head of a fmall pin; from hence they fcarcely feem 
. | M 4 | able 
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able to ftop up the channel of tha urethra, unlefs 
that fome other caufes are alfo acceffary thereunto : 
he alfo believes, that che caruncula, as being of fo 
fmall a fize, were neglected by thofe who fearched 
for the caufe of the ifchuria in dead bodies, efpe- 
cially as they expected to find each of them grown 
into a flefhy lump, of far greater growth, and fo 
denied or contradicted their exiftence : it is alfo very 
likely, that thofe fungous bodies were falien together 
after death, and were greatlydiminifhed of their buik, 
as it was obferved in Sect. 1423, where the figns of 
the ftone 1n the bladder are treated of ; it may be feen, 
that the internal fuperficies of the bladder is fome- 
times befieged by growing carnofities, different in 
fize; and as the urethra feenss to be produced by a 
continuation of fubftance, almoít from the neck of 
the bladder, it is not wonderful that fuch evils fhould 
happen in the channel of the urethra: but Sharp 
obferved, that fuch growing carnofities, though 
fmali, had produced great pain in the urethra of 3 
virgin; they occupied the orifice of the urinal paf- 
fage, and for many months excruciated her with the 
mioft intolerable pain, which did not ceafe till they 
were all extirpated: he adds, that he diffe&ted fome 
urethras in which the caruncule were manifeftly 
found, but he alfo found fome other impediments 
in fome urethras ; in one he found a filament placed 
acrofs the channel of the urethra, near the veru- 
montanum, which totally obftructed the entrance 
of the catheter into the bladder; from whence | 
the ifchuria was rendered mortal. He faw many 
more fuch filaments in another body, all grown to- 
gether by one extremity to the membrane of the 
urethra, whilft the other ends flu&uated in freedom ; 
yet one of thefe was nine twelfths of an inch long, 
and adhered to the urethra by both its ends; its. 
courfe ran parallel to the axis of the channel. There 
gecured in a third body 2 {mall growth of flefh, re- 
| | ;  fembling 
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fembling one of the valvule tricufpides of the 
heart. — 
., Thefe caruncula cannot be perceived by the eye, 
in living bodies, except when they adhere near the 
orifice of the urethra: it happened that I twice faw 
fuch a caruncula. A youth of twenty-two years of 
age, had laboured under a gonorrhea, of which he 
was fo cured, that no traces of the diforder remained: 
in fome weeks after, he came to me for advice, 
fhewing a little fungous lump of grown flefh, about 
the diítance of one twelfth of an inch from the ori- 
fice of the urethra, and as it were fpringing from it, 
but it was of the colour of that part to which it ad- 
hered. I touched this caruncula with fome lapis in- 
 fernalis, then ftopped my hand whilft it grew black, 
and the pain quickly fubfided, without any other 
inconvenience: as it they but partly fell off by this 
manner of fearing, I touched it a fécond time with 
the lapis infernalis, - and entirely burned it away. 
But that I fhould be eareful left the caruncula, thus 
feared by this cauftic, fhould immediately touch the 
 oppofite fide of his urethra, I held the orifice of the 
urethra for fome months dilated, and fomented the 
part, touched with the cauftic, with a little fponge. 
wet with warm water, in which I had diluted a few 
drops of oil of tartar per deliquium. ltis well known, 
that the lapis infernalis deftroys the fungous flefh in 
an inftant ; henee a light momentary touch is fuffi- 
cient: but the oil of tartar per deliquium is to be 
diluted with much water, ío that it may be rendered 
more mild, as that it may not hawe power to irri- 
tate it, whilft it draws to itfelf the concentrated acid 
of nitre, (which being united with the pureft of fil- 
ver, conititutes the lapis infernalis) ; which being 
-done, the filver remains, from which there is nothing 
‘to be feared. 

In fome months after, this fame young man con- 
tracted a gonorrhea by impure venery, of which he 
was happily cured, yet a frefh caruncula fprung up 
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in the fame place, and he was again cured by the 
fame method: that fo terrified him, that he after- 
wards lived chafte and free from all evils of this 
nature. | 

It fometimes happens, that the channel of the 
urethra, efpecially about the orifice of it, is befieged 
with venereal warts, which are diftinguifhed from ca- 
runculz, becaufe they are harder and more callous : it 
does not appear, whether fuch warts adhere more 
deeply into the urethra er not ; yet if they certainly 
did, they in like manner may create an impediment 
of urine, as the caruncule do, and perhaps a 
greater, as fuch warts bred in the glans, and the in- 
ternal parts of the prepuce, grow to a large fize. I 
have fet down another obfervation in Sect. 2372, 
of a young man labouring with a virulent gonor- 
thea, who, after a {trong mercurial purge, confift- 
ing of Lurbith minerali, Scammonei, Refina Fallape, 
was not only much relieved with regard to the gonor- 
rhea, but from many warts befieging the orifice of the 
urethra, which became flabby and wrinkled, then 
fell off in a few days after: 1 confefs, that I hope 
to reap great fuccefs, by the application of fuch a 
remedy in fuch cafes. I think I have feen fome lit- 
tle flabby pieces of fkin difcharged with the urine, 
after the ufe of this remedy; thefe refembled the 
wrinkled venereal warts; yet, as I have but once 
obferved this, I am not willing to^ affirm any thing 
relative to it for certain. : 

It is indeed manifeft from what has been faid, 
that the dyfuria and ifchuria are not always occa- 
fioned by growing carnofities, but that they and 
many other caufes may produce the fame evils : but 
we fee that many phyficians and furgeons, had com- 
monly thought of the caruncule alone, and had di- 
rected every method of extirpating or curing them 
formerly : but as they knew how to reprefs the fun- 
gous flefh of wounds and ulcers by the external ap- 
plication of drying remedies, and thus agi ven 

ume 
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fume them by thefe corrofive applications ; they from 

thence thought of applying fuch like remedies to the 
caruncule of the urethra; yet they have not been 

follicitous enough to fortify the whole and found 

parts againft the action of corrofives: fo Pareus * 

advifes, that a leaden cylinder, pointed and rough, 

for about a fingers breadth, at the end like a round 

file, be thruft into the urethra beyond the carunculz, 

and then be worked fo as that thefe grown carno- 

fities may be deftroyed and rubbed away: he would 

have this done fomewhat roughly, that a remarkable 

hemorrhage may follow, which he commends. for 

 emptying the fhifted veffels ; and he defcribes a cut- 
ting inftrument, which can with fafety be introduced 
along the urethra, unto the caruncule ; then he or- 

ders the penis to be prefled agaipft the cutting point 

of this inftrument, that fo the caruncule may be 

taken away: he alío orders by another method, that 

fome acrid and corrofive powders be injected to the 

caruncule, fuch as that of /abina, antimonium, Cgc. 

Jikewife advifes, that verdigris, auripigmentum, and 
vitriolum Romanum be applied , yet he cautions not 

the operator to touch but the fungous fiefh only, 

with thefe corrofives, that the reft of the fuperficies 
. of the urethra may remain free. | 
Some others being afterwards confident of this 
method, imitated it; fo we read that + Solingius, 

being confulted by a man whofe urethra was aimott 

entirely fill’d with. malignant callous excrefcences, 

immiferit in illam [pecillum incurvatum argenteum, un- 

dique crenis five incifuris tufum, cujus ope, quamvis non 

fine ingenti dolore, tantum. ibidem. effecit. fpatium, ut 
"illico urinam quodammodo reddiderit mifer : ** he thruft 
* a filver ctooked probe, which was notched or 

* hacked every where, into the urethra; then he, 

f* by the afiftance of this inftrument, though not 

» | d | & without 


* Oeuvres d'Ambroife Paré livre xix. chap, xxvii. p. 458. 
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* without great pain, made fuch an opening there 
* as could immediately permit the wretch, in fome 
* meafure, to make water.” He afterwards attempt- 
ed to confume thefe callofities with remedies, but in 
vain; from whence he cut the whole length of the 
urethra, except the glans; confumed the whole cal- 
lous fubftance with a corroding remedy ; then fewed 
up the urethra’ with fmall filver needles, as is ufually 
done in the cure of a hare-lip: but he alfo thruft 
in à fmall flexible catheter, during the time of the 
cure, to afford a free pafiage to the urine. Though 
this man had fuffered fuch excruciating pains, he af- 
terwards impudently boafted, that the knotty fcars 
in his penis rendered him more pleafing than before 

to the Italian proftitutes. 
Nobody will eafily imitate this cure, which re- 
uires fo many diffections of the urethra; and that 
{till lefs, which is attempted by corrofives injected 
through the whole urethra to the place where the 
obftacle lies: the ufe of corrofives can never be fafe, 
unlefs the eyes, can direct the hand. How many 
evils are to be feared, when fuch-like methods of 
cure are attempted by empirics or quacks, whofe 
impudence equals their moít ftupid ignorance! 
A famous furgeon,* who flourifhed about the end of 
the laft century, faw many fuch patients miferably 
perifh by thofe methods, even in twenty-four hours 
after the bougie was introduced, with a corroding 
remedy, into the urethra: but as that author be- 
leved, that no caruncula was ever found in the 
cavity of the urethra, he placed one only hope in 
the dilatation of the urethra, by Jougies thruft in, 
gradually and fucceffively thickening, and a long 
time kept there; whilít at the fame time thofe who 
rendered themfelves thus obnoxious to torture, led 
fober lives: for itis obferved, that fuch evils will 
become 


* Saviard nouveau Recugl d'obíervat, Chirurg. No. 74. 
p. 325, &c. ' | PY 
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become more violent again, whilft the unwary ins 
dulge themfelves with women and good cheer... 
Some more prudent iurgeons, who devifed a me- 
thod of confuming thefe filthy excrefcences in the 
urethra with milder remedies, and more caution in 
the application of them, have attempted this mat- 
ter: they expiored the urethra with a thicker wax 
candle, or a bougie, until they touched the obftacle 
to the freedom of urine; they meaíüred the length 
which entered the urethra, and fo determined the 
place exactly where the evil adhered. If any more 
fuch obftacles were there, they can be diftinguifhed 
by either taking out the bougie, or dipping it deeper 
into the urethra. | don 
But as the wax, of which thefe bougies are pre- 
pared, may fometimes be brittle, before the heat of 
blood foftens it, and as the urethra running through 
the inferior part of the penis is expofed to the am- 
bient air, it fometimes happens, that the wax is. 
broken; from hence the wick remaining entire, in 


that place where it formed an angle, can hardly be 


withdrawn without fome damage; for this reafon, 
the furgeons, in the fixteenth' century, rolled a can- 
dle in the thinneft and oldeft cloth. * At this day, as 
itis well known, wax candles are fcarcely ufed, but 
tents of rolled linen and fparadrapi, {teeped in me- 
dical preparations like a plafter, are applied, which 

cannot break, but always can be drawn out whole. 
They anointed the end of fuch a candle with the 
very remedy they hoped to fucceed with in the con- 
fumption or removal of the obftruction of urine, 
either by a light corrofion or a fuppuration ; and 
whilft they endeavoured: at this, they were alfo care- 
ful, that fuch a corroding remedy fhould not irritate 
the reft of the internal fuperficies of the urethra. 
Some others thruft a filver. tube into the cavity of 
the urethra, to where the evil or obftacle lies, and 
then thruft a fmaller candle, or one of thefe tents, 
T with 

* Aftrac de Morbis Venez tom. II. p, 817. 
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with the end dipped in the corroding remedy, 
through the tube; fuch an ointment is deícribed * 
to be compofed rather of drying than acrid corro- 
ding remedies; fuch as, Ceruflam, Tuttam, Lithar- 
gyrium, Antimonii pollinis, &c. opium alo being 
added, that the fenfibility of the place affected 
may be diminifhed : thefe may fuffice, and by thefe 
the fungous grown flefh, which formed fuch an ob- 
 ftacle, may be alfo diminifhed. So the cure was 
continued per 15, 18, aut 20 dies, juxta mali magni- 
tudinem, &9 prout carnofitas videbatur. aperiri, ac in 
pus refolvi, ** during 15, 18, or 20 days, according 
** to the violence of the complaint ; and fo the car- 
** nofity was feen to open and diffolve into corrup- 
** tion ;" foríuch a cure cannot be perfected more 
fafely, then by a kind fuppuration. Cum autem vi- 
debis, urinam libere €3 facile reddi, pauco pure turba- 
tam iunc oportebit, primum unguentum. grifeum (quod 
nempe Ceru[Jam, Tutiam, (Sc. continet) a candela tol- 
lere; fed illines candelam totam fecundo unguento. (quod 
ex unguento rofato Galeni, albo Rhafis camphorato, €2 
pomato fine [peciebus, paratur), continuando octo aut 
decem dies, quoufque pus non amplius efluat cum can- 
dela, nec ullus dolor inter mejendum percipiatur, quo 
tempore abflinendum erit a remedtis: + “ But when 
* you fee the urine troubled with but little corrup- 
* tion, and freely flowing out, lay afide the ufe of 
* this firft ointment, (compofed of cerufla tutium, 
* &c.) but you muft anoint the whole candle in 
** this fecond ointment, (which is compofed of un- 
* guentum, rofatum Galeni, album Rhafis campho- 
* ratum, and pomatum fine fpeciebus) : this 1s to be 
* continued for eight or ten days ; after which, if no 
** more corruption will come out with the candle, 
* norany pain be felt in urining, then it will be 
** time to ufe no more remedies." - 


It 
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It plainly appears, that an open field has been left 
to men fkilled in this art, by divers methods to at- 
tempt the cure of this moft painful ifchuria, which 
. often follows a repeated gonorrhea, and often returns 
to many perfons who believed themfelves entirely 
cured and free from this evil. pem 
“Other prudent phyficians and furgeons wifhed 
for nothing more than to find out a method and 
remedies by which thefe obftacles of the urethra 
might be eradicated, without any great damage to the 
‘channel of it, and without thoíe moft malignant 
fymptoms, which were fo often the refult of impru- 
‘dent trials of cure, and often threatened the lofs of 
«life to the patient; they fought for efficacious but 
“yet fafe remedies ; they fcarcely hoped to be able to 
- perfect a cure withoutíome pain, and farther damage 
attending it; yet an excefs of thefe ought to be 
avoided fo far, as that no dangerous inflammation 
- may be the coniequence: but as it is fo often fuf- 
pected, that the contagion of the venereal difeafe 
 lurks in thefe evils, it is no wonder, that mercury, 
and allits various preparations, were applied to that 
place affected in the urethra, that it might be healed, 
~ notonly by an internal but a local application alfo 
of theíe remedies and fuch like. Alexander Trojanus 
Peironius *, who wrote of the Lues two centuries 
aco, commended the application of red precipitate 
- powder, for confuming the caruncule in the ure- 
thra; but he alfo affirmed, that the common preci- 
pitate fold in fhops, and compofed of quickfilver 
and aqua-fortis decocted to a drynefs, can hardly be 
applied without danger, as it may contain a con- 
centrated acid of nitre ; whereby it is ftrongly corro- 
five: from whence he recommends a precipitate 
made of quickfilver without any additional acrids, 
* but mixt with gold or filver that hath been a long 
while digefted ; then he adds, 7f fi verum eff, (ut 
— € quibu[dain accipio), ex folo ipfo argénto vivo, ab[que 
| | alla. 
i Aphrodifiac. p. 1354, 1355+ 
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ulla alia mixtura, confici poffe, id profecto C9. omnibus 
antiponi debet, C9 minime ommum dolore afficiet. 
Neque nos deterreat, quod iidem dicant, id egere longif- 
Simo temporis fpatio, ut puta decem pluriumque menftus, 
€3 fumma tum cura tum diligentia , boc enim, quominus 
paretur, impedire quidem poteft , fed, ubi paratum eft, 
magis quam alia profit, non potefi : ** But if it be 
* true (as I have it from certain perfons) that that 
* precipitate can be perfectly formed of quickfilver 
* only, without any other mixtures, it muft be pre- 
* ferable to all others, as it will alío caufe the leaft 
* pain: nor fhould it deter us, becaufe thefe fame 
* perfons fay, that its preparation requires a very 
* long {pace of time, fuch as for ten or more months, 
* and with the greatef{t care and diligence : this may 
* indeed impede its being prepared; when fully 
€ prepared, then it is more effectual than all others.” 
And ftl all thefe laborious mercurial preparations, 
though attended with lefs acrimony than thofe com- 
pofed of the fpirituous acids are not yet totally void, 
of acrimony ; as I have faid upon another occafion, 
in Sect. 235, No. 4. t ba 
They who boafted of being the moft happily fuc- 
cefsful in curing thefe evils, concealed their fecret. | 
So by the teftimonies of Trincavellus and Alexan- 
der Maffaria, one Peter, a native of France, was 
celebrated as the molt fkilful in Venice, at extirpa- 
ting thefe caruncule, as his fon alío was after him: 
he thruft bcugies, when he had anointed their tops 
with certain corroding medicines, into the urethra ; 
then, in the fame manner, ufed another remedy for 
healing and cicatrizing the wound in the urethra. The | 
duke of Parma obtained this fecret, who commu- 
nicated it to the grandfather of Francifcus Roncallus 
a phyfician of Brefcia: this unguentum confifted of 
one part of Ceruffa Campborata, and two parts of 
unguentum de tutia Vigonis, to which, when mixed to- 
gether, was added fuch a quantity of red precipi- 
tate, finely ground, as was fufficient to tinge the 
| whole 


an ^ 


[ X 


/ gr 
Sed. 1454. The VENEREAr Disease. 177 
whole mafs with its colour.* It would have been 
certainly more prudent to limit the quantity of the red 
precipitate by an accurate weight, chan by the colour 
of the mats, whofe intenfencfs may be thus altoge- 
ther varied. . 

We read that Henry the fourth, king of France 
and Navarre, laboured under a ftrangury and dyfu- 
tia during eight years, + both which were followers 
of a former gonorrhea; and it is faid, that he was 
cured alfo by this method in the {pace of five weeks, 
The powder, whofe preparation remained a fecret, 
was mixed with frefh butter, which Loyfeau, the 
king's phyfician, laid on the caruncula of the ure- 
thra, by the help of a little pipe, very tenderly in 
the evening, then. wafhed it out of the urethra the 
next morning with milder remedies ; and fo he went 
on until the caruncula was confumed, then applied 
remedies for bringing it to an efchar, &c. But though 
this phyfician was a gentleman by birth, a deferving | 
compleat man, and deftitute of a fon to whom he 
might leave his fecrets as an inheritance, he ftill 
left thofe remedies he ufed unrevealed. U/que adeo 
magnam vim confuetudo obtinet in plerifque, ut ea, qui- 
bus affueviffe olim fructuofum fuit, pergant agere, etiam 
dum fibi nullus. inde fruGus. futurus eff: ** Cuftom 
* has fuch power over moft men, that they will con- 
* tinue to do or attend to thofe things which ufed 
* to be profitable to them, even when it is impoffi- 

blethat they fhould receive any farther advantage 
from them.{” | 
Others applied different remedies to heal the ca- 
runculas of the urethra; they moftly mixed crude, 
or quick mercury, ora mercurial preparation of a 
milder nature; white precipitate, mercurius dulcis, 
&c. All praifed their own remedies, and affirmed, 
that they had feen the moft profperous effects of 
them. Some others clofely concealed their fecret 

VoL. X VI. IN methods 
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methods of cure, left they fhould be greatly cheap- 
ened, and ieft the gains expected from them fhould 
be diminifhed by revealing them : it would be over 
tedious to fearch anxioufly into all thefe, nor would 
the utility perhaps compentate the tirefome labour. 
Tt may fuffice to mention fome fpecimens, fuch as 
of the candles or bougies which 7aco2us Daran uled. 
Fic formerly attended both in the emperor’s army 


and hofpitals; he afterwards had the honour of bes - 


ing received furgeon to the king of France, where 
his chief operations confifted in the cure of the ca- 
runculas in the urethra, and he publifhed a treatife * of 
a new method of curing thefe evils. I have atten- 


tively read that work, and collected the following - 


matter from thence. 

The tents or candles, fo called, terminate in a 
pointfrom a larger bafe; they are flexible, or are at 
leaft fo foftened by the heat of the urethra, that they 


may acquire a due flexibility, and be commodioufly 


| worn by the patients. 
The effect is, to excite a fappuration i in the ure 
thra, and by that to diffolve and confume the fun- 


gous flefhy excrefcences and warts, but without any | 


corrofion : befides, by the ufe of thefe, there comes 
a flux of gonorrheal matter forth, which is yellow 
turning to a green, (whofe fuppreffion he ftated to 
have given id to thefe evils) it renews and almoft 
returns as a recent one : from hence he chiefly proves, 
that the patient, in that ftage of a cure, will in- 
fect a woman if he lies with her. 

Thefe tents are faid to have this wonderful effect, 
that they act not on the found parts of the urethra, 
but only on thofe places of it where the obftacles, di- 
minifhing the cavity of the urethra, adhere, Ant fo 
"are confumed by the fuppuration produced therein ; 
trom whence if they are alfo thruit into the uréthra 
of a found man, they will in no wife operate, as they 
want'a corroding power ; nor do they yet excite any 


pain 
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pain in the difeafed, though their action is fo quick, 
that in three or four hours after they are applied, 
the corruption will begin to come forth. 

Befides, it is proved, that a íchirrous hardnefs 
may be diffolved in the fame manner ; yet it appears, 
that this does not always fucceed, as the author ac- 
knowledges, that he could not diffolve a fcirrhous 
hardnefs occupying the bulb of the urethra. 

There is no regimen of diet prefcribed during the 
time of the cure; few or no remedies are inwardly 
taken, for the whole cure is expected from a local 
application of this remedy, it the place affected 
can be touched by it. Where the cure is notwith- 
ftanding protracted beyond its ufual time, then the 
author confefles, that the venereal virus mutt be ftill 
extirpated by a fpecific remedy. 

The cure by thefe candles will take up the time 
of thirty or forty days, and is fometimes prolonged 
to two or three months, and longer yet in more dif- 
ficult cafes. 

Bougies of a different efficacy are applied in this 
cure, on account of the diverfity of the evil which 
they are to take away ; yet, though no pain is ufually 
excited by this remedy, the author ftill acknowledges, 
that fome anodyne candles are put into the urethra 
to abate the pain produced there by the firft. It 
fometimes happens, in the beginning of the cure, 
that the bougie cannot be thruft deep enough into 
the urethra, whilft it meets the principal obftacle ad- 
hering there ; whence being, by the efficacy of this 
remedy, removed, the bougie is thruft farther in un- 
til it meets a new obftacle ; which is in like manner 
removed, until the whole length of the urethra be- 
comes free, and until no more corruption comes 
out, or 1s obferved to adhere to the bougie, aftera 
long ítay in the urethra ; for fo the certainty of a 
complete cure may be conceived, without any fear of 
a relapfe. But as the author ftates the power of the 
yemedy to be fo very active in that place where the ob- 

: N 2 ftruction 
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{truGion of urine adheres to the urethra, and not in 
the found remaining fuperficies of it; he imagines 
from hence, that he can diftinguifh the length and 
breadth of the place affected, on the bougie when 
drawn out, by the corruption ftill fticking on that 
part of it which was more contiguous to the morbid 
obítacle. Some other men, famous in this art, were 
rather of opinion, that the internal fuperficies of the 
urethra is fo fenfibly irritated by the application of 
the bougie, that the quantity of natural mucus may 
be increafed and fmear the cavity of the urethra, fo 
that what fticks to the bougie, by a long delay in 
the urethra, fhould not be taken for corruption, but 


ye 
. 


for a natural mucus copioufly difcharged. Daran 

folves this difficulty, by the following argument : 

he particularly affirms, that a bougie introduced into 

che urethra of a found man, who never laboured 

under a gonorrhea, and there left for four hours, 

will be altogether clean when drawn out; then, if 
the fame bougie be thrutt into the urethra of a man 

having a gonorrhea, and there left during the like, 

or yet lefs time, the fuperficies of it will be covered 

with thick matter; which fhould equally happen 

from a found man, if that matter, thus {ticking to 

the bougie, had been a natural mucus copioufly 

purged by the irritation of the bougie fticking in the 
urethra: befides, he remarks, that the whole ambit 
of the bougie would be then touched by that mucus : 

no, truly, but that part alone which was contiguous 

to the place affected, which he boldly afürms to be 

a conftant fact. 

Samuel Sbarp *, famous in the art of furgery, con- 
feffes, with his ufual candour, that Daran’s argu- 
ments are very weighty ; yet he fufpects that thefe 
experiments were not frequently enough repeated on 

. found men, who never laboured under a gonorrhea. 


This 
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This feems to be proved from the words of Daran, 
+ who fays, he has proved this truth by an experi» 
ment, which he promifes himfelf a repetition of as 
often as thereafter required: he afterwards adds, 
that that experiment feems to be but of little ufe to 
him, as the truth of the affertion may fufficiently 
appear inthat other, by which, as he affirms, the 
corrupted matter only adhered to that part of the 
bóugie which touched the obftacle in the urethra. 
That Sharp * might ftill elucidate this doubt, he 
períuaded fome lads, from twelve to twenty years 
of age, to fuffer the bougie to be introduced into their 
urethras ; which, when afterwards drawn out, had a 
quantity of matter iticking to it, ftill greater from 
{ome than from others : but Sharp was fure that none ' 
of thefe, on whom he tried this experiment, ever 
had agonorrhea. He left thefe bougies in the ure- 
thra, fome fix, five, four, or three hours. The 
author does not indeed defcribe the remedies, of 
which thefe bougies, which he ufed, were compofed, 
for he fimp!y calls them Candelulas Mercuriales : but 
he could not conceive how the corruption could be, 
in fo fhort a fpace of time, produced in the found 
urethra ; from whence he concluded, that the mat- 
ter fticking to the bougie, was not an ulcerous cor- 
ruption, but a natural mucus difcharged more copi- 
oufly by the irritation of the bougie: but it may be 
oppofed, that Daran’s bougie was of far greater ef- 
ficacy, as it produced no new corruption in the fpace 
of a few hours, but drew out the corruption lurking 
in the covered ulcer, cleared the ulcerous place, and 
healed it after it was, by this fuppuration and ex- 
cited flux, totally purified from the venereal virus. 
That Sharp might clear up this difficulty, he was cer- 
tain, that he had by chance acquired a bougie, com- 
pofed by Daran's method, which he tried in a found 
| N 3 ure- 
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urethra, but it produced the fame effect as his own 
bougies did in the firít experiments of them. 

But as Daran difperfed emiffaries to diitribute his 
bougies through the greateft cities of Europe, it was 
not difficult to try or compare them. From hence it 
may be juftly concluded, that the ftate of an ulcer 
in the urethra, cannot be proved by the flowing of 
mucus or matter from the urethra, after the appli- 
cation of the bougie, as it may happen in the moft 
found of body. 

That excellent man, Sharp, has certainly been 
very beneficial to mankind, in making thefe ex- 
periments upon found perfons free from all fuf- 
picions of a venereal contagion. It is but too well 
known, that many who in their youth have gratified 
their defires with furtive venery, are perpetually tor- 
mented with fear, that a fomes of the venereal con- 
tagion {till lurks mafked in fome part of the body, 
which may break out and be active after a long 
courfe of years. Some noify men cherifh this fear, 
and eafily perfuade thefe unhappy perfons that they 
muit undergo a falivation, though not even the leaft 
trace of the difeafe appears, that they may be deli- 
vered of that fear. A rumour was afterwards fpread 
abroad, that not only the moft malignant confe- 
quences of a gonorrhea were certainly cured by thefe 
bougies, but that it could alfo in a few hours be dif- 
covered by the application of a bougie, whether that 
poifonous fomes, which may afterwards turn to a 
itate of vigour, lurked in the body or not. Many 
perfons ufed thefe bougies that they might be freed 
_ from all that dread ; for Daran * abfolutely affirmed, 
that his bougie left in the urethra of a found man, 
‘during its due time, would be entirely clean, fo that 
not the leaft particle of gliding or adhering ftrange 
matter could be perceptible to the fharpeft eye on 
the bougie when drawn out. Sans que Pail le plus fin 
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puiffe Sappercevoir, ou aucune liqueur etrangere Sy foif 
attachée. Wow alarming muft a man's fears be, who 
tries this bougie upon himfelf after a former gonor- 
rhea, efpecially when he finds a mucous ftring on it 
when drawn out ! he certainly will think himfelf in- 
fected ; and yet more fo, if he finds fuch a mucous 
matter, but in one or two places only, and not ad- 
hering to the whole ambit af the bougie. 

But if what has been faid of the fabrick of the 
urethra, in Seét. 1447, be confidered, it will plainly 
appear, that this may happen, as fome wider ori- 
fices of the excretory duéts will open in the cavity 
of the urethra ; thefe being dilated, and fometimes 
corroded after a gonorrhea, difcharge a greater quan- 
tity of mucus upon the injected bougie, in that place 
where they touch it. Something will again be faid 
of this matter in Se@t. 1459, where the cure of the 
gonorrhea will be treated of. 

. [never believed that Daran a&ed unfaithfully, 
and made a falfe reprefentation; but he feems to have 
concluded in too hafty a manner, that all that goes 
out of the penis, after the application of the bou- 
gies, is virulent matter, in which the venereal con- 
tagion certainly adheres: from whence he advifes, 
that women be abftained from, during the flux after 
the application of the bougies, left they fhould be 
infected. It is alfo known, that after a gonorrhea well 
cured, and all painful fymptoms being removed, this 
difagreeable circumftance ftill remains, that, in the 
morning, after a good fleep, fomething fpontaneoufly 
flows from the penis, or goes out by a light preflure 
- 4n form of a pellucid kind of mucus: this is fome- 
times of a long ftanding, is particularly mcreafed by 
exceís-in eating and drinking, and always ftrikes the 
patient with terror of fome lurking poifon. Sharp * 
obferved, that hufbands fo affected, had cohabited 
with their wives, and had not infeed them; he 
N 4 even 


* Critical Enquiry, &c. p. 142. 
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even affirms to have feen fuch cafes productive of 


a great flux, without any fubfequent infection : it 


feems alfo remarkable, that he ufed the term /uppu- 
vation, whilft he difplays that mucous flux following 
after a gonorrhea, which he in the precedent page 
called a gleet, and but a little before * had directed 
that it fhould go by the name of a fuppuration, for 
explaining that fux which was excited by the bougie 
fticking in the urethra. 

But Daran was of this opinion, that the venereal 
virus lurks in the urethra, in the very cavernous body 
of the urethra; which ulcerous place growing or pro- 
jecüng into afungous fubftance, will be confumed 
by the application of the bougie, fo that by a fup- 
puration then bred, the venereal virus is to be ex- 
tricated, and to flow out with the corruption : he 
alfo believed, that the venereal virus in the cellular 
or fungous fubftance of the urethra, where it re- 


mains inactive, and almoft dormant, until rouzed to 


action by drunkennefs, venery, or other accidental 


caufes in that place which it adhered to, and every 


way diftended, fo that the channel of the urethra 
may firft grow narrower, then be entirely ftopt up, 
and a total iíchuria be produced by it; but he at- 
tributed this power to his bougies, that they fhould 
open fuch an ulcer when fhut up, clean and per- 
fectly confolidate it when all the venereal virus was 
extirpated. Upon this fuppofition the contagion 
muít be feared, if a hufband cohabits with his wife 
in that time whilft the ulcer, before hid, is now 


opened by the virtue of the bougie, which fhould 


diffolve the contagious corruption, and render the 
former filent and fleepy venereal virus, now active. 
-Daran confirms his opinion by many obfervations, | 


~which may be read in his treatife of the difeafes of 


the urethra. This amongft the reft is particularly 
remarkable, which an eminent furgeon mentions in 
writing an account of his own fufferings by this dif- 


eafe, 
* Critical Enquiry, &c. p. 141. 
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eafe, of which he affirms to have been cured by the 
virtue of this bougie. + He in his youth laboured 
under a gonorrhea, which was by every ufual aid 
entirely cured; then, as he afterwards lived chatte, 
and expofed himfelf to no venereal danger, during 
twenty years, he believed himfelt entirely free from 
every evil of that difeafe ; he therefore wondered at 
finding his urine at length flow out into a fine thread 
with much pain and difficulty ; he being then a fur- 
ceon-major in the army, could not avoid riding, by 
which the evil ftill increafed ; for, as the army was 
marching into Italy, he was obliged to attend it; he 
then had no time to affift himfíelt with proper reme- 
dies: being then obliged to bear the labours of his 
duty, and the inclemency of the weather in the 
mountains of Savoy, his illnefs daily increafed, and 
was irritated to a ftrangury by thefe inconveniencies : 
this was attended by an excrementory vilcous mucus, 
which he was obliged to prefs out with great pain: 
an ifchuria fucceeded this, and proved almoft mortal, 
io that he was obliged to quit the field, and feek 
the beft fuccour he could for his alarming evils: 
he therefore took care to have himíelf carried to 
Mountpellier, where he obtained fo much eafe from 
the fkili and aid of the phyficians there, that he not 
only thought of returning to the camp again, ha- 
ving recovered his ftrength, but alío of being very 
beneficial to any of the foldiers, who might implore 
his aid in winter quarters.  Whiiít he was thus 
taken up with the thoughts of returning to the 
camp, he felt a flight tumour in the perineum, 
which foon increafed into a lump as big as his fit, 
which when cut open, a hole was found in the ure- 
thra which the patient himfeif dilated after the firft 
incifion, that this evil fhould not degenerate into a 
fiftula, that he might attend the camp which was 


not yet broke up for two months after: but in a 
| Íhort 


* Daran fur les maladies de l'urethre, p. 96. & fequentibv- 
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fhort time after, an ifchuria followed, and lafted 
for four days, in fo threatening a manner, that he 
defpaired of recovering from it; yet he efcaped it, 
but a great quantity of vifcous mucous matter purged 
from it, which muft have been attended with great 
pain: yet lofing all hopes of a cure, he went home 
to his friends, and felt the moit cruel pains imagi- 
nable for fix months: he began to ufe the bougies, 
as he teftifies, with fuch good fuccefs, that he ob- 
tained perfect health, and fo continued for a month 
or more whilít he was writing this account of his 
diíforder. 

It does not feem to follow from this account of 
his, that the venereal contagion had lurked for 
twenty years in the urethra, or that he could con- 
tinue in fo long a ftate of health, before it forcibly 
broke out again into activity, or give fome other 
fymptoms of its appearance during that interval of 
time : the foetid virus of this difeaíe may ftick 
a long time in the moft inward receffes of the bones. 
It therefore muft feem not fo wonderful that it is 
only to be thence extricated with great difficulty, as 
the vital humours are but flowly moved there, and the 
oily parts of. the marrow will afford a convenient 
neít to the retained contagion : but whilft it adheres 
there, it is injurious by pains in the bones, tumours, 
&c. and affords no obícure index of its prefence ; 
fomethiag more of which will be faid hereafter. But 
it hardly feems credible, that the venereal virus 
could, for fo many years, lurk entirely una&ive, and 
give no index of its evil in the place it adhered 
to, either in the penis, its cavernous bodies, caver- 
nous body of the urethra, or the reít of the whole 
body ; for, whilft the penis is ere&ted, it fwells by 
the blood which is then infufed into the cells of the 
cavernous bodies of it, and into that cavernous body 
of.the urethra. which is likewife filled with blood, 
before an ejection of the feed. All that blood which 
{wells the penis, returns through the veins in a je 
" 
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. of humours, which are difperfed throughout the | 
whole body after an ejection of the feed; from hence 
the penis foon falls. Is it likely, that the lively hot 
agitated blood, ftill nourifhing the infected fomes, 
immediately abforbed by all the veins, did not infeét 
the body ? Could not the venereal virus have in- 
flamed or corroded the loculi in which it lurked, 
during the time of the ceftrum ? Can any probable 
caufe be affigned to caufe this dormant -poifon to 
fhake off its long forgotten former habit of injury, 
and immediately produce fuch great and many 
evils ? 

. The ftrangury and ifchuria may proceed from 
many other caufes, for which there is no neceffity of 
having recourfe to a venereal fomes, left for twenty 
years, by a cured gonorrhea, in the body. I believe 
. what has been faid in Sect. 1440, may appear 
fufficient to evince, that the antient phyficians did 
not know the venereal difeafe, and yet fuch fymp- 
toms of it are read in Hippocrates’s writings, as are at 
this very day received for prognoftic figns of the 
caruncula bred in the urethra after a gonorrhea. In 
Coacis Prenotionibus,* after he had given the figns 
of the inflammation of the bladder, and pronounced 
it to be a dangerous difeafe, which might infect the 
patient from ten to fifteen years ; we read the follow- 
ing opinion: Quibus tuberculum eft circa veficam, 
quod Dyfuriam inducit, quocumque fitu decumbant, mo- 
lefte fe babent. Hujus autem folutio fit, pure erumpente. 
* Whofoever has a little fwelling or tubercle about 
** the bladder, which brings on a dyfuria, finds it 
* painful and injurious in whatfoever pofition he is 
* placed; but its diffolution and cure proceed 
“ from its breaking forth into corruption.” ‘The 
text immediately going before teaches, that this 
Greek word gupariodwres, is to be underftood con- 
cerning the fituation of the fick body, where he 
" treats of thofe afflicted with the ftone, where he AL 
that 


* No. 472, 473. Charter, tom. viii. p. 879. 
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that if thefe perfons were placed in fuch a fituation 
that the ftone did not fall into the urinal paflage, 
they urine with more freedom. It was faid, where 
the {tone was treated of, that thofe fo afflicted natu- 
rally put their bodies into various fituations, to try 
to remove the ftone from the orifice of the bladder ; 
nay, they fometimes place themfelves upon their 
heads, that the ftone may glide backward and create 
a free difcharge of urine : but in this text where the 
Greek word occurs, it is therefore manifeftly to be 
underftood of the changed pofition of the body. 
From hence it appears, that Hippocrates had a 
knowledgc of the caule of the dyfuria and ifchuria, 
viz. the little fwelling or tubercu:um round the blad- 
der, or in its neighbouring parts ; then he had treated 
a littie before of the inflammation and fuppuration 
of the bladder; but he alfo has given fome prog- 
noftic figns by which the complaints caufed by this 
fweiling may be diftinguifhed. Does it not appear, 
that Hippocrates here fpeaks of that part of the 
urethra which 1s furrounded by the proftate, and 
which borders upon the bladder? Such a tumour 
bred in this glandular part, may be diminifhed for 
the time by preffing it, whiift the mafs continues 
to increafe, and at length fills the cavity of the ure- 
thra, in fuch a manner that the preceding dyfuria 
may be followed by a perfect ifchuria ; whilft the 
manifeft tumour is alfo driven into the perineum, 
which is fometimes broken outwardly: but then 
certainly the origin of the evil is in the neighbour- 
ing parts of the bladder, but adheres on the outfide 
of the cavity of the urethra. : 
Hippocrates obferved, that fuch an obftruétion 
of urine is not only bred in the neighbouring parts 
of the bladder, on the outfide the cavity of the 
urethra; but he in another place * fays, that this 
{welling takes birth in the very cavity of the ure- 
thra. Quibus in urethra tuberculum | nafcitur, eo 


fup- 


- 


* Aphor, Seat. IV. No. 82. Charter, tom. IX. P. 19t. 
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fuppurato, C9 rupto, folutio: ** In whom a fwel- 
* Jing breeds in the urethra, that being broken 
* and fuppurated, diffolves.” But, as the word 
. folutio, a folution, is often applied for a benign re- 
moval of an inflammation, inftead of refolutio, with- 
out a following fuppuration, fee Sect. 386, Galen* 
argues or di{putes, in his commentaries upon this 
text, whether there 1s no other way left for a diffo- 
lution, befides fuppuration and rupture of the fup- 
purated fwelling, though fuch a fwelling of the ure- 
thra moft frequently turns to an abfcefs? He at 
length concludes, thatit is moft certainly true, that 
a cure is to be expected only from a fuppuration, and 
adifcharge of the corruption: whence it appears, 
that a kind removal of tbe inflammation is not to 
be underftood by the word /olutio, but only a ta- 
king away of the obítacle to the difcharge of urine ; 
for the acrid urine pafies flowly through the urethra, 
and is with great labour forced out, whilft the ca- 
vity of the urethra is not yet entirely ítopt; but 
. where the dyfuria degenerates into an ifchuria, 
a perpetual tenefmus obliges the patient to endea- 
your to urine with all his force; trom whence the 
fwelling is perpetually irritated, fo that no hope of 
a kind refolution remains: the abfcefs {topping the 
urethra is fooner broken by ail thefe forcible endea- 
vours to difcharge the urine. 
That this is the true fignification of the word /olutio 

is confirmed by Hippocrates in another part; T for he 
has it thus: Quibus in urethra tubercula procreantur, 
iis, fuppuratis, €9 ruptis, dolor folvitur : * ‘Thole who 
* have thefe little {wellings in the urethra, are re- 
“ leafed from pain when they are fuppurated and 
* broken.” It is therefore evident, that fuch evils 
were defcribed by the antients, who had no know- 
ledge of the venereal difeafe, and even {till they are 
afcribed 


* Aphor.Se&, IV. No. 82. Charter. tom, IX. p. 191. 
3 Aphóorifm Sect, VIL. No. 57. Charter. tom. IX. p. 323. 


190 The Venereat Disease. Sed. 1451. 


afcribed to the lurking venereal contagion. Cel/us T; 
- who turned the greateft part of Hippocrates into La- 
tin gives us the following very remarkable fentence in 
his writings of thefe evils. Quibus, in fiftula urine, 
minuti abjceffus, quos eduave Graci vocant, efe cape- 
runt, 118, ubi pus ea parte profluxit, fanitas redditur. 
Ex quibus cum pleraque ex fe proveniunt, [cire licet, 
inter ea, que ars adbibet, naturam. plurimum poffe : 
“To thofe who have imall abíceffes in the urinal 
* pipe or urethra, which were by the Greeks called 
* ouara; When the corruption has flowed from 
* them, their health is reftored ; from which and 
* many more proofs, it is juft to conclude, that 
** nature operates moft, even amongít thofe means 
* applied by art." As fuch evils therefore may 
arife from caufes no way venereal, there certainly 
feems not to have been fufficient reafon why the 
ifchuria fhould be attributed to a gonorrhea per- 
fectly cured twenty years before: it is true that 
Celfus here {peaks of fmall abfceffes, where a tumour, 
equal to the bignefs of a man’s fift, was bred in 
the perineum of the furgeon, whofe hiftory we juft - 
now had; but the ftraitnefs of the place does not 
permit fuch an extenfion of the tumour in the ure- 
thra as in the perineum ; but Celfus + had probably 
known fuch abíceffes, which he termed fmall, in the 
urinal pipe, and could be extended to a great bulk, 
in other parts of the body where fpace is given ; 
for thus ‘he fays, Phyma vero nominatur tuberculum 
furunculo fimile, fed rotundius C2. planius, fepe etiam 
majus. Nam Furunculus ovi dimidii magmitudinem 
raro explet, nunquam excedit. Pbyma etiam latius pa- 
tere confuevit y fed inflammatio, dailorque, fub eo mi- 
mores fuut: ** ‘The phyma, called a tuberculum, 
* refembles a furunculus, but is rounder, flatter, 
* and often greater; for the furunculus feldom 
* reaches the magnitude of half an egg, and 

never 

l De Medicina lib. ii, cap. viii. p. 7o. 
* Ibidem, lib. v. cap. xxviii. No 9. p. 325. 
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** never exceeds it; the phyma ufually appears 
“ broader, but the inflammation and pain attending 
* jt are much lefs.” | o KE 
Could not that ifchuria have been formed in that 
furgeon, from a long habit of riding, rather than 
from a gonorrhea remaining cured during the whole 
Ípace of twenty years? Certainly Hippocrates re- 
marks, that the Scythians * not only became dull in 
venery, from a perpetual cuftom of riding, but were 
finally rendered barren, and fo effeminate that they 
employed themíelves in the occupations of women, 
and alfo acquired their tone of voice; their effemi- 
nacy was ftill yet more difplayed by their cuftom 
of wearing women's apparel, their manner of living 
and working like them. Alfo treating of their affairs, 
Hippocrates remarks, that the moft opulent, and not 
the inferior people amongft the Scythians, were 
prone to this affection, but rather thofe who had 
acquired great riches by their excurfions on horfe- 
back. Pauperes minus affigit boc malum s non enim 
equitant : ** 'The poor are lefs afflicted with this evil, 
* for they do not ride.” Then he farther adds, 
Quin C9 in reliquiis bominibus ad eundem fe babet mo- 
dum. Ubi enim plurimum, €9 creberrime, bomines 
 equitant, ibi plurimi cedmatis, ifchiadibus, €9 podagris, 
corripiuntur, 69 ad Venerem. exercendam peffime fe ba- 
bent: * But the reft of mankind are affected in the 
“* fame manner ; for thofe men that moft frequently 
* ride, are attacked with humours in their legs, 
- ** coxendic and podagral pains, and are badly qua- 


- 


* lified for the exercile of venery.” 

It may be concluded from thefe obfervations, that 
along and frequent habit of riding may injure the 
- genital parts of men, and produce various evils in 
them, on account of the perpetual fhakes and unin- 
terrupted preífure of the weight of the body, com- 
monly fitting on. the horfe, as I have remarked 

: upon 

* In Libro de agre locis & aquis cap. xi. Charter, tom. Vis. 

p. 210, | | 
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upon another occafion, in Sect. 1063, in thefe com- — 
mentaries. ! 

It is alfo to be remarked, that the Greek word 
Kdugra does not always fignify a pain in the joints, 
or defluxion of humours, efpecially near the hip, but 
a lafting and natural difpofition, which occupies the 
genital parts ;* for as Hippocrates, cited in the text 
Juft now quoted, that amongft the many evils to be 
dreaded from too much riding, together with the 
ifchias, mentions Cedmata, and an impotency for 
venery ; it feems probable, that he by this word 
rather intended to defcribe a difeafe of the genitals 
than of the joints. It is manifefily evident from 
what has been faid, that the dyfuria and ifchuria, 
take not always their origin from the venereal dif- 
eafe, but from other various caufes; and though 
even a perfon had laboured under a gonorrhea, and 
that fome impediment in the urethra might have re- 
mained after it. was cured, it fhould not be con- 
cluded, that the morbid virus could ftill fo lurk in 
that part as to afford no hope of an entire cure, if — 
not extricated and expelled from thence. The ure- 
thra may be contracted by hard and wrinkled fcars 
of the ulcers healed in it, after fome repeated go- 
norrheas; and the filaments placed traníverfely 
in the urethra, have fometimes obítructed the free 
fecretion of urine, and produced an invincible re- 
fiftance againft the introduction of the catheter : all 
thefe evils may be the fad reliques of a venereal con- 
tagion, though that had been totally expelled from 
the body. Will not venereal ulcers leave contracted 
{cars in the external fkin, though they are entirely 
healed, or will any more fpring up again in their 
neighbouring places ? ftill nobody will readily pro- 
mife the cure of thefe efchars, though any remedies 
may eafily be applied to them. Let us fuppofe, 
that the urethra, rendered ulcerous by a gonorrhea, 

will be alfo in like manner affected ; but whilft the 
cavity 
* Vide Foefii Oecon. Hippoc: in litera K, 
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cavity of the urethra is ftraitened by tumours, there 
may be no evil in the urethra itfelf, as often hap- 
pens when the proftatz fwell by fome other caufe, | 
{fo much efficacy ought then to be in the bougies, which 
are applied to the urethra, as that their medicinal 
power fhould infinuate itfelf into the excretory duéts 
of the proftate, and diffolve the obftacle, fo that a 
circulation of humours may be reftored through 
their obftruéted fubftance. bus 

But fuch evils are ufually taken for carunculas, 
and are treated in the fame manner; an exam- 
ple of which appears in a letter from Theodore de 
Mayerne (king James the fecond’s chief phyfician) 
to ///4amus," concerning a nobleman, who was 
thought to have had a caruncula in the urethra 
after a gonorrhea, whofe extenfion was terminated 
about the caput gallinaginis, which he found alfo 
{welled ; but as the patient was not able to urine 
with ufing his utmoft endeavovrs, and as it came 
out only by drops, Mayerne concluded, that this ob- 
itacle was to be gradually extirpated by cathartics, 
which he prudently effayed, ítill interpofing the 
mildeft of remedies, that the irritation caufed by 
the corroding remedy might be eafed, for he weil 
knew caruncule curationem plus cuniando, quam fefti- 
nando, promoveri: ** that the cure of the caruncula 
** is to be forwarded more by delay than a quick 
“pace ;” but he fays he profited fo much by this 
method, ut pateat regia [ominis &P urime via, atque 
amplo, continuo, recto, filo reddatur. lotium: * fo as 
** to open the way for the feed and the urine, that 
** its dilcharge could be made in a full, direct, and 
** continual ftream." 

The channel of the urethra was indeed free, but 
there remained an oblong ulcer, which, confidering 
the part, was rather large, and could not be brought 
to an efcar, as the patient was obliged to leave Eng- 
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land upon {ome public affairs, the cure was {tll 
left to be perfected : Mayerne therefore committed 
him to the care of Hildanus, and after adds, Us fa- 
cias Excretici noftri periculum, ejuJdem tantillum mitto, 
quod tamen fit ad quatuor ingentes carunculas penetran- 
das, €9 exequandas, fatis ; fi tardius opus perfecerit, 
animum non de[pondeas. Tuto, C9 jucundo, operari 
fatius, quam cito, EF cum periculo. Vanus nunquam 
erit. medicamenti effcéluss quem tamen. accelerabis pro 
libitu, Mercurii. precipitati rubri additione : “ That 
* you may make a trial of my excretics, I fend 
** you as much of it as may yet fufficiently ferve 
* for penetrating and erafing four great caruncule ; 
« do not defpair of fuccefs, though it fhould. but 
« flowly perfect the work, for it 1s better fuficiently 
* to operate with pleafure and fafety, than with 
* fpeed and danger. ‘The effect of the medicament 
« will never fail, yet you wil haften it at will by 

« the addition of red precipitate of mercury." 
Butit appears in another letter from Hildanus * 
concerning this fame patient, that the evil was in no 
manner amended by him, as the ulcer in the urethra 
ftill remained to be brought to an efcar, as Mayerne 
believed ; for the noble patient at his return into 
Switzerland complained of a fcalding and retention 
of urine, which {till opprefied him : thefe evils were 
indeed foon eafed by the application of emulfions, 
glifters, and bougies, but he began to feel a 
{hooting pain in the left part of the perineum, 
though not yet indeed acute, but yet conftant; but 
whenever he might have tranfgrefied his rule of diet, 
and exceeded his manner of exercife, he perceived 
a remarkable ftench in his urine, together with a 
fediment of vifcous matter, not unlike the fperm of 
frogs: this complaint was relieved by bieeding, 
emulfions, &c. he was obferved to be very much 
affifted by drinking of whey and fugar ; but this ceí- 
(ation of mifchief was very fhort lived : he was 
| eized 

* Oper. omn. Centar. V. obfer, 64. p. 454- 
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feized with a continual burning fever, a retention 
of urine, an inflammatory tumour in the perineum 
as big as a goofe's egg, with racking pain, together 
with a tumour and hardnefs of the icrotum and pe- 
nis; he had a fyncope, and all the worft of fymp- 
toms, which were by all believed to be the meffen- 
gers of death: the abfcefs in the middle of the pe- 
rineum at length broke, and yielded corruption of 
a more intolerable ftench than that of a dead car- 
cafe ; almoft the whole perineum mortified and fell 
away, and a great ulcer remained there, which was . 
at length purged and healed by the fkill of Hildanus, 
without any remaining fiftula; the fphincter of the 
‘bladder alfo remained fo fafe and entire, that he 
could contain his urine even in the very vigour of. 
fuch an evil. | | 

Thefe following circumftances affirmed by Hil- 
danus * particularly merit attention ; Ulcus nibilomi- 
nus, quod deorfum verfus Veficam tendebat, profundum 
erat, C9 ad ipfas Proffatas, quas ego a longo tempore 
male affetías exifiimo, tendebat : ** Notwithftanding, 
* the ulcer which tended downwards towards the 
* bladder was deep, and tended toward the proftate, 
* which I fuppofe to have been feverely affected for 
** a length of time.” de 

If the obftacle forming the dyfuria and ifchuria, 
. fhould adhere to the cavity of the urethra, local re- 
medies may be laid to the place affected by the af- 
fiftance of the bougies, which fhould be varied in 
proportion to the variety of the evil; but it is alfo 
an object of great caution, that the corroding force 
of the remedy be applied to the affected, and not to 
the found part of the urethra: fo fome phyficians 
have introduced fuch remedies, through a filver pipe, 
unto the obítacle in the cavity of the urethra, as 
could diffolve or confume the fungous flefh, and 
obtain a free paffage for the urine. It appears that 
| 2 fuch 


* Oper. omn. Centur. V. obfervat. 64. P. 456. 
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fuch remedies fhould be chofen fo as not to be of a 
fluent nature, left they fhould offend the found 
neighbouring part, and produce a dangerous inflam- 
mation: it alfo appears, that there is a neceffity 
that different remedies be applied by the fkilful in 
this art, according to the changeable ftate of the 
obftacle which is to be removed. Other remedies 
are required for carrying venereal and often cal- 
lous warts away, than if it were luxuriant, foft, fun- 
gous flefh, which obftructs the cavity of the urethra : 
the moft fkilful of the faculty, at this day, agree in 
this, that the more acrid and corroding remedies 
are not to be applied, as it 1s manifeft by what has 
been already faid, that they were formerly attemp- 
ted. That cruei method of rafping or filing away 
the obitacle is likewife condemned. I have feen 
fome excellent furgeons, who when they believed a 
fungous caruncula to be the caufe of an ifchuria, 
had filled the oblong holes on either fide of the ca- 
theter, near the point of it, with foft frefh butter, 
left the fungous flefh fhould enter into them and. be | 
torn, whilft the catheter enters the urethra to 
difcharge the bladder; for whilft the catheter ad- 
heres there, the butter immediately. diffolves bythe 
heat of the place, and the urine freely flows. 

But when the caufe of the ifchuria adheres with- 
out-fide the cavity of the urethra, can this evil then 
be healed by the medicinal bougies in the cavity of 
the urethra? it is fcarcely probable. Daran himfelf 
candidly acknowledges,* that his candles or bougies 
operate but in thofe parts. which can be immediately 
touched by them ; fo that neither the proftate, the 
feminal veffels, nor the bladder itfelf, can be thefe 
parts : he alfo gives the following diagnoftic figns, 
which point out where the eviladheres ; if corrup- 
tion precedes the urine, an ulcer lies in the cavity 
of the urethra, and the urine drives forth that col- 
Jeéted corruption which adhered in the channel of 

the 
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the urethra; but if corruption follows the expelled 
urine, by that endeavour by which the laft drops of 
urine are forced out from found perfons, the corrup- 
tion was not then in the channel of the urethra, 
but derived from the proftatee into the channel of 
the tirethra, by the force ufed in ejecting the urine ; 
befides, there is an obtufe pain felt, if the peri- 
neum is prefled in that part where the proftate are 
placed. In fuch an evil he has lefs to hope tor from the 
effect of his remedy, though he believes it can ope- 
rate upon the excretory ducts, of thofe parts, which 
empty their humours into the channel of the ure- 
thra, fo that thefe fame parts may be reftored to 
their entire ftate alfo; but when there is a more in- 
veterate ulcer of the proftatze already fixed, or when 
of a more malignant nature, fo as to have de- 
{troyed the fubftance of them, then he is of opinion, 
that a cure cannot be made by the bougie. 

The only hope then remaining is, to ufe as many 
exterior remedies as are neceflary, having firit 
pierced the affe&ed place in the perineum, which, 
if not done, the neighbouring parts are all corroded, 
and the moft fhocking evils follow, as appears from 
the cafe juft now related. I have feen the moft de- 
plorable fpecimens of fuch evils often bred from ne-- 
glected or ill-treated gonorrheas. 

Various were the applications and remedies for 
freeing the urethra from thcfe obftacles, which were 
by many others taken for a fungous fubftance, 
growing from the internal fuperficies of the ure- 
thra; hence fuch remedies, as were approved of 
for taking away fuch-like excrefcent carnofities 
from the external parts of the body, were applied ; 
et the more prudent applied fuch as could not 
injure that fenfible part; or if they fometimes at- 
tempted the application of more acrid remedies, 
they were exceffively cautious that they fhould 
operate but on the caruncula, and not on. its 
peighbcurirg found places: but as many were 

| | O 3 o of 
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of opinion, that thefe evils always lie under the lurk- 
ing venereal virus in the place affected, they pre- 
ferred corrofive mercurials to the reft; but ftill of a 
milder nature, fuch as mercurius precipitatus albus, 
mercurius dulcis, &c. the power of all which may be 
infringed at will, if needful, to'diminifh the quan- 
tity or to roll them up mixed in plafters of a fatter 
kind, that they may more mildly operate. _— 

Some others were more willing to attempt a cure 
by crude mercury ; as'that excites no pain, parti- 
cularly if it is agitated into a^ vapour by a quick 
fire: fo Chevalier * affirms, that he fometimes cured 
by the vapour of mercury, poured into the urethra 
by the help of a funnel, end that this method is 
preferable to that of the bougie, which always creates 
more or lefs pain and damage. —— 

That famous furgeon S£arp, T preferred crude 
mercury to all other mercurial preparations; but 
he ordered that to be firft fubdued and killed by dal- 
fam of fulpbur, to be weil mixed with diachylon, to 
which he added a little Burguzdy pitch, that the 
platter may be miore tenacious ; and he added a 
part of crude” antimony finely ground and paffed 
through a fieve, not fo as to augment the force of 

"the remedy, but fo as to beget a firmer confiftency 
and a better polifh for the fuperficies of the bougies, 
which are to be prepared from thence; the pro- 

portion of thefe ingrediertts was thus: Diachyli Em, 
pletri una cum addita Pice Burgundica, partes qua- 
4uor ; Argenti vivi partes duas," Antimonit crudi par- 
tem uiam i^ '** The plafter of diachylon, together 
** with the addition of Burgundy pitch four parts ; 
* two of quickfilver, and one of crude antimony.” 
He alfo deicrives how thefe ingredients fhould be 
mixed with each other, together with the methods 
of making the bougies; hé afterwards adds all the 


precau- 
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“precautions which fhou!d be obferved in the ufe and 
application of thefe bougies. : | 

But as it. has been faid before that fuch an impedi- 
ment in the urethra may be bred from a conítric- 
tion of the urethra alone, many have attempted to 
dilate the urethra with leaden probes, by gradually 
increafing their thicknefs that this. reguired diiten- 
fion may be accomplifhed ;* others made ufe of 
whalebone, &c. as they feared that the leaden 
probes might fometimes be broken, which might 
afily happen if they were of the fmalleít fize, or 
even of the thickeft, if dipped in quickfilver before 
‘they were introduced to the urethra, as ufually hap- 

. pens to fome of them, not only in diftending the 
urethra, but through the mercurial power which 
| Operates upon them. It is known, that lead is eafily 
to be pierced by quickfilver, which renders it brit- 
tle ; fo tuch leaden probes become fragile and are 
eafily broken in attempting to thruft them into the 
urethra; fuch a fragment left there, can. hardly be 
extricated without cutting, except it can be dif- 
folved. We read a remarkable cafe of this kind + 
in a letter, wrote by the famous furgeon Le Drax, 
to the authors of the Diarium Eruditorum : a part 
of a leaden probe four inches and an half long, and 
weighing fix drams, was fo broken, and flipped 
into a man's bladder; he every where confulted the 
moft fkilful phyficians and furgeons, who were of 
an unanimous opinion, that its extraction or cure 
could not be attempted. without an incifion, which 
they exhorted the patient to undergo, and that fome 
greater evil might be caufed by it. Where the ftone 
was before treated of, it has been proved by many 
obfervations, that an indiffolvable body adhering in 
the bladder, may form a bafe on which the ftony 
matter, {till growing and appearing in the urine of 
| d even 
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even the foundeft perfons, may form a ftone of an 
immenfe bulk ; from whence it was concluded, that 
the operation was not to be delayed very long. Le 
Dran thought otherwife, and undertook ‘to render 
the jead left in the bladder as fluid as quickfilver ; 
he tried many experiments for that purpofe even on 
live animals; and fo he faw that the lead {ticking 
in the bladder, could be reduced to a fluid without 
any damage; what is ftill more, he introduced a 
lump of.lead into another man's bladder in the fick 
man's houfe, then made him lie down whilft he dif- 
folved it into a fluid ; this experiment gave the pa- 
tient more fatisfactory hopes of his cure, which Le 
Dran perfe&ed in the fpace of eight days; for he 
rendered the lead fo fluent by injections into the 
bladder, that it could run óut ; then having brought 
it to a folid mafs again, he delivered it to the pa- 
tient: he wrote this letter in eight days after this 
cure was perfected. The author conceals that dif- 
folving remedy, by which he performed this cure; 
but.a juit fufpicion muft immediately arife to the 
reader, that quickfilver was applied for perfecting 
this diffolution ; but it is confirmed by this which 
the author affirms, that this diffolving remedy can- 
not operate upon a ítone in the bladder, but yet 
may be of great ufe in diffolving of leaden balls 
which a furgeon’s dexterity cannot extract, whilft 
the wounds they make in certain parts of the body 
are healed, and they remain, and fometimes give the 
patient great pain. | | 
 ] at that fame time received a letter from the 
learned do&or R. Sanches, who leads an honourable 
life in the eafe of literature in Paris, after quitting 
the office of chief phyfician to the emprefs of Rut- 
fia, which he bore with great reputation, and then 
returned to the mufes and his friends; he in this 
letter teftifies, that the famous Sharp, whom I fo 
often mentioned, had difcovered m London, that an 
cunce of quickfilver, brought into an amalgama 
BAUM EI IT 
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with half a dram of bifmuth, and injected into the 
bladder, had diffolved fome lead fticking in the ca- 
vity of it. | 


It appears from all thefe obfervations, that thefe | 


obítacles, bred in the urethra, were tried by a great 
variety of remedies, and indeed with various: events 
too; nor will thefe varieties eafily come toa period, 
whilft every one extols his own as preferable to all 


others; but no judgment can be formed of thefe un- | 


lefs the medicines are defcribed. This Sharp can- 
didly did, as hath been faid, and I have heard from 
men worthy of credit, that thefe bougies have been 
applied with the like fuccels as. thofe which Daran 
fo folicitoufly concealed, and. which an anony- 
mous Englifh author * had endeavoured to guefs 
at, for he puts the foals o£. fhocs burned amongtt 
his ingredients. Let the credit remain with the au- 
thor. | 

The famous furgeon Goulard + uíéd an. extraé of 
- Saturnus or lead, as he calls it, which is a folurion 
of lithargyrium plentituily faturated with wine vine- 
gar: he mixes an ounce and a half of this liquor 
with a pound of wax diflolved over a flow fire, 
then dipped fome linen cloth in this mixture, of 
which he made his bougies; if the harder obítacles 


EM 


yield not to a fecond trial, let the quantity of the ex- | 


tract of faturn be augmented, until the wifhed-for 
fuccefs is acquired: he confirms the utility of this 
remedy by many more obfervations. 


* Theor. and Practice of Chirurgical Pharmacy, London, 176 I. 
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SEC.T. MCCCCLII. 
ENCE this difeafe, conveyed to the 


limbs, creates nocturnal pains, which 
occupy the middle arteries, as it alío renders 


the flexible parts {tiff and rigid. — 


It appears from what has been faid in the prece- 
dent fections, that the virus of the venereal difeate 
is fometimes abforbed by the blood, in the very mo- 
ment of infection, then moved through al parts of 
the body, when mixed with the circulating humouts, 
and afterwards depofited in different places ; hence, 
and from the diverfity of places in which 1t 1s depo- 
fited, it produces many evils. 

But that virus is more frequently accuftomed to 
fix its feat in vifcous fat and mucous humours in the 
genital parts, and when that poifon gains dominion 
over the humours of the foundeft body; as they flow 
to the place affected, it affimilates them fo much to 
-itfelf, that they alfo become contagious : wherefore 
it appears, that, in procefs of time, the whole body 
may become infected from a {mall venereal ulcer ; 
which is obferved to happen from this inveterate 
evil, as demonftrated by many more obfervations in 
Sect. 1445. | 

Thofe evils which are ufually formed by the Lues 
in the external fuperficies of the body have been 
enumerated and defcribed in Sect. 1444, 1445, 1446. 
It afo appears from thefe fections, that the moft vio- 
lent difeafes are fometimes produced in the bowels 
from this caufe; but there has been enough íaid 
in the following fections concerning the difeafes bred 
in the genital parts by this difeafe. 

It now follows, that fomething be faid of thofe . 
evils, which are obferved whilft this foul difeafe fixes 

its 
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‘its feat in the arteries, and occupies the tendons, 
membranes, ligaments, and the very bones, which 
fo often happens in an inveterate Lues. 

It has been amply demonftrated before, that the 
tunica cellulofa is diftributed throughout the whole 
body, all the bowels interpofed, not only through 
the muícles, but that it furrounds them, that it 
has alfo a place between the faíciculi.of the mufcular 
fibres, and involves every one of them. The poi- 
fon of the difeafe ufed to be entangled with fat and 

‘mucous humours, it opens an eafy. way to the very 
bones, and the marrow alfo ; from whence the mott 
terrible evils ufually follow, as will appear in the fol- 
lowing obfervations. : 

Pains in the bones generally accompany an adult 
Lues, a recent one but feldom; as will be alío 


mentioned in Se&t. 1467, by the figns which are to. 


be taken for a confirmed Lues, which requires a 


powerful method of cure; but at that time when 


this difeafe fpread throughout Europe, and alío at 
the beginning of it, the patients were excruciated by 
thee pains. So we read in a little book of the ve- 
nereal dileafe, wrote by Ga/parus Torella * in the 
year 1497, concerning Nicholas Minor Valentine, a 
youth of twenty-four years of age, who having con- 
nection with a woman labouring with a pudendagra, 
was that fame day infected. — /nfecfio incepit apparere 
in virga, uti folet ut plurimum aliis evenire : nam fe- 
quenti die apparuit ulcus in virga, cum quadam. duritie 
longa, tendente verfus inguina, ad modum radit, cum 
forditie, {8 virulentia. | Pofl fex dies, ulcere femicu- 
rato, correptus fuit intenfifimis doloribus capitis, collt, 
fpatularum, brachiorum, tibiarum, €9 cofiarum , &9 
prefertim in eorum mufculis ; cum maximis vigiliis, a 
quitus tmolefrabatur non mifi in noe poft primum foit" 
num: * Vhe infection began to appear in his pe- 
* nis, as it commonly happens to others, for an 
.f* uleer appeared there the day following, with a 

| | *€ certain 
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* certain long hardnefs tending towards the groin, 
“in the manner of a radius with filth and vi- 
* rulence ; the ulcer being half cured in) fix 
* days after, he was feized with racking pains in - 
* the head, neck, fhoulders, arms, fhin- ones. and 
* ribs, and efpecially in their mufcles ; all which 
* were attended with a great privation of fleep ; 
** but thefe pains never attacked him but by night 
* after his firft fleep." In ten days after, many 
puftules appeared on his face, neck, and head, nor 
did the evil appear to be hghtened by the eruption 
of thefe puftules, for they and the pains remained, 
nor did they increafe or diminifh during the {pace 
of two months, and fome nodofities grew up in his 
members. : 

Another man of twenty-four years of age," in 
thirty days after an infection of the penis, and fud- 
denly after a long fieep, had his whole body in- 
fected with broad red {pots without puftules. Elap/s 
quinque diebus, fuit correptus doloribus. intenfis capitis, 
colli, fpatularum. Macule vero inceperunt. cortices ad 
modum furfuris emittere. — Pofiremo multiplicati funt 
dolores per totum corpus, infeftantes eum in mote, & 
non in die. ‘* Five days having elapfed, he was 
* feized with intenfe pains in the head, neck, and 
** fhoulders, but the fpots began to fhed fome fkins 
* or fcales like bran; the pains at length multi- 
* plied throughout the whole body, and infefted 
* him by night but not by day.” In another pa- 
tient,+ the difeafe began with the pains: having at 
length exercifed himtelf very laborioutly every day 
for two months, in that hour of night at which he 
was ufually molefted with pains from his head to his 
heels, greis crufty cinder-like puftules broke forth, 
which eafed his pains. 

It appears from this groupe of fymptoms, that 
the virus of the Lues, when mixed with humours, 
affects various places of the body, nor is it foon 

fixed 
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fixed in any certain place, but wanders through dif- 
ferent parts, whofe functions it difturbs as it changes 
its place. It oftner happens, at this day, that the pains 
are eafed when fpots and pultules fuddenly appear in 
the fkin; and vice verfa ; for when it once adheres 
fixed in the bones, the pains are not then carried 
away by a removal of matter to another place, but 
obftinately adhere there: but it has been conftantly 
held, from the infancy of this difeafe even to thefe 
times, that thefe very tormenting pains afflict the 
patient by night, but are remarkably diminifhed in 

the day-time, and even ceafe entirely fometimes. — 
Sydewbam delcribed the progrefs of the venereal 
difeafe * by a drawing, and diftinguifhed thefe wan- 
dering pains from the firft ones. Dolores, tum caput, 
tum arius in articulorum interftitiis, bumeros fcilicet, 
brachia, C9 talos, crudeliter laniant, nullo ordine inva- 
- denies, 69. per intervalla, licet noftu egrum, le&uli ca- 
lore perfufum, rariffime deftituant, mec nifi fub aura- 
ram. libenter evanefcant: “ Thefe pains thus inva- 
* ding the head, now and then the arteries in the 
** intervals of the joints of the fhoulders, arms, and 
* ancles, cruelly rack them without any order, and 
* very feldom forfake the patient at any interval by 
** night, though lull’d by the heat of the bed, nor 
* do they freely vanifh until the break of day.” 
But he alfo remarks, that the pains are lightened if 
the {kin be fpotted with crufty ícales, fcurf, and 
pimples, fuch as commonly proceed from a leprofy ; 
. fo that the more fkin thus torn, the lefs the patient 
is tormented: but. this releafe is not lafting, sam uni- | 
verja fymptomata pedetentim. incrudefcunt, dolor re 
reliquis, qui tandem eo ufque exacerbatur, ut fe ne- 
queat mifer in letio continere, fed, protinus exiliens, buc 
illuc in cubiculo curfitet, irrequietus ferme, donec illu- 
cefcat : ** for all the fymptoms gradually increafe, 
** particularly.the pain before all others; the mi- 
* ferable patient tormented with that, cannot con- 
"tal 
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* toin himfelf in bed, but continually ftamps about 
* the room until day-light.” For the evil then ad- 
heres fixed in the bones, which are raifed into 
hard knobs, fwe' lings and knots, which become 
carjous, and afterwards produce cancerous ulcers 


of a moít malignant nature in the part affect- 
ed, Tes 


SE C. T... MCCCCLAII. 


‘ROM hence the cartilages, principally 
i thofe of the nofe and palate of the 
mous are corroded. 


It is known that the extremities of the joints of 
the bones which receive, and are to be received by 
the cartilage or griftle, are incruftated by it, and co- 
vered by fat humours; from whence an eafy mo- 
tion of the joints is obtained. That articular 
imegina, gives a convenient neft to the venereal 
virus, and produces the worft of evils. Such dege- 
nerations of the bone about the articulations were 
often obferved, and I myfelf have feen them in the 
dead bodies of fome fufferers by this difeafe. 

‘The griftles, corroded by the venereal difeafe, are 
chiefly thofe of the nofe and palate of the mouth, which 
afterwards bear an incurable deformity. Itis to be 
added, that the venereal difeafe is exceeding diffi- 
. cult to be extricated from thefe places, as known by 

all who are habituated to the cure of this difeafe. 

But thefe evils were before mentioned in Section 
1445. 
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S HG DT. MCCUCLIV. 
É d HIS difeafe prefently occupies the 


middle parts of the bones, and pro- 
duces a caries, efpecially in the cranium. 


When enormous pains arife amidít the bones of 
the cranium, or in'the middle of the thickeft parts 
of the greater bones, and if, the horizontal fpread- 
ing knitings, or joinings of thefe bones be divided, 
or as if about burfting afunder, and thefe beginning 
after the fetting of the fun, bring on intolerable 
pains in a flow pace until midnight, and then con- 
itrain the tormented patient to quit his bed, until 
they fpontaneoufly grow more tolerable towards the 
dawn of day, we are then certain that the evil al- 
ready adheres to the fat of the bones.* | | 

But fince the diploe of the bones of the cranium 
executes the office of the marrow, thence thefe foul 
.evils occur fo often in the head; for it is obferved, 
that the venereal difeafe more frequently affects the 
head than any other part of the body, though even 
whilit the virus of this difeafe received by the genital 
parts, is difperfed by an univerfal mafs of humours, 
and afterwards depofited in various parts, which it 
flowly waftes away with purulent matter. 

Fernetus excellently remarks,+ the figns by which 
gouty pains are diftinguifhed from thofe which are 
venereal. Arthritis enim brevi parvoque tempore ex- 
oritur, idque ex defluxione, que repente in articulum 
incubuit. Dolores vero Luis Veneree fenfim procedunt, 
multoque tempore, ab eo excremento, quod pars male 
affecta paulatim congeffit. Ad bec, arthritis in arti- 
culo, aut circa bunc, confiftit, fixaque eft. Dolores ex 
Lue non articulos, fed medios artus, obfident , in qui- 
bus C9 plerumque tophi concrefcunt , maxime ye in 
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fronte, £8. capite, in clavibus, in medio bumeri offe, in 
medio cubiti radio, C9. in parte priori tibie y, nonnun- 
quam C9 in alii; quoque ofibus: ** For the gout is 
*-bred in a fhort and litle.time, and that from a 
* defluxion which fuddenly falls upon the joint ; 
* but the pains of the venereal difeafe proceed gra- 
* dually, and in a long courfe of time, from that 
« excrement which the part affected had by degrees 
* affembled ; and this gout 1s fixed, whether it con- 
« fifts in the joint or about it. The venereal pains 
* attack not the joints, but their intermediate liga- 
** ments, in which and for the moft part the tophi 
* grow, but moftly in the forehead, head, amidft 
* the fhoulder-boncs, elbows, in the upper part 
«* of the fhin-bone, and fometimes in other bones 
ve ditor" | 
Befides, the venereal pains have this property, that 
they' are not increafed by the tact, but are very 
often eafed by a itrong preffure on the parts ag- 
grieved; whilft the gouty patient cannot at all bear 
to be touched on. the affected place, particularly in 
any rude manner; but by this it is to be under- 
ftood, before that the bones are raifed into hard 
tophi, for they become painful at a ruder tact. 


' SE CI. MCGCCCLV, 


LU 


. N. D then, upon the parts placed upon 
thefe bones, arife impofthumes of the 
worft nature. | 


The furgeons know how difficult it is to cure thofe. 
evils which have their origin from an infected bone. 
If the bone has been affected by an external injury, 
after wounds, fuppurations, &c. indeed the cure 
proceeds more flowly, but ftill fucceeds, as the way 
for corrupted humours eafily lies open through thefe 


foft 
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foft incumbent parts, whofe union is in like manner 
diffolved ; but when thefe fuperpofed foft parts de- 
generate into malignant ulcers, after thofe noctur- 
nal pains, it is juftly to be feared, that the marrow 
of the bones was deftroyed before the foft parts 
could be affected. It has been feen that bones were 
already entirely eaten by a caries, though the in- 
cumbent foft parts {till remained whole; juft as if 
a man’s thigh-bone fhould be broke in taking off 
his garters. If the bones of the cranium, after ha- 
ving a long time laboured under an intolerable ce- 
phalagia, fhould be fo corroded, how great and many 
are the threatening evils attending them! See the 
obfervations already cited in Sect. 1445, where fuch 
fad cafes are enumerated, Thefe obfervations made 
by Foannes de Vigo * in his works, which he began 
to collect in the year 1503, and publifhed in the 
year 1513, deferve to be read; but fince he was 
furgeon to pope ulus tbe fecond, he without doubt 
law the venereal difeafe whilft it firft appeared in 
Europe. The difeafe began from puftules of the 
genitals in both fexes, which were afterwards dif- 
perfed throughout the whole body. Interdum cum 
diclis puflulis, vel faltem poft earum ortum inde ad men- 
fem cum dimidio, vel circa, patiens. laborabat doloribus 
clamofis, interdum circa frontem, interdum in fpatulis, 
C9 bumeris, C9 bracbiis, 8 aliquando in tibus, coxis, 
£93 ancbis.. A quibus doloribus aliquande. multum poft 
tempus, videlicet poft annum 69. ultra, quedam orie= 
bantur [chirrofitates, ad inflar offium, a quibus egro- 
tanies clamofis doloribus vexabantur, prafertim tempore 
notiis, C9 fedabantur in die, C9c. ** Sometimes 
* through the aforefaid puftules, or in a month 
* and a half, or thereabouts, after their rife, a 
** patient laboured with alarming pains, íome-- 
* times about his forehead, blade-bones, fhoulders, 
** arms, fhin-bones, hips, knees, and ancles, from 
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* all which pains, having lafted above a year and 
* a half, fchirrous fwellings arofe on the bones, by 
** which the fick are tormented with lamentable 
** pains, efpecially in the night-time, and are eafed 
in the day," &c. But thefe pains always termi- 
nated in the corrupting or deftroying of a bone, as 
it happened in the fpina ventofa.  Tranfalto vere 
auno cum dimidio, vel circa, quedam tuberofitates exi- 
turales, materia grofa C9 phlegmatica pleue, ad mo- 
dum non parve caftanea, albi coloris, fubflantie dure 
ad inflar chorda, aut nervi femiputrefatii, generaban- 
tur, quarum maturatio a natura tantum, abfque. aux- 
tlio alicujus medele, plerumque faciltter efficiebatur. 
Qua dere, pofl earum crepaturam, feu apertionem, 
omne genus ulcerum videbatur, Sc. “ But the year 
* and a half, or thereabouts, being elapfed, fome 
* ]ittle fwellings, not lefs than a chefnut, of a white 
* colour, and full of grofs phlegmatic matter, and 
* of a hard fubftance like a cord, or a half-putri- 
* fied nerve, were generated, their maturity was 
*<“eafily affected by nature, without the aid of any 
** medicine ; from which matter every kind of ul- 
* cer was feen after thefe had cracked or opened," 
&c. | 

He afterwards difplays this matter more amply in. 
enumerating the various kinds of evils attending ul- 
cers ; and proves, that every fpecies of pain, every 
foulnefs of the fkin, and all the diverfities of ulcers, 
concur in this difeafe: and he farther adds, Ultimo 
loco vidimus, febriculam oriri, que tot prenominatis 
salis bominem quaft ad ethicam, aut ad ultimam ejus 
diem, conducebat: ** In the laft place we faw a fever 
* arife, which, with the forementioned evils, almoft 
** conducted the man to his laft day.” 


^ 
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UT the venereal difeafe raifes hard to- 

phi on thefe incumbent parts, which 

are almoft void of pain, but gradually grow 

more acute, and then putrify thefe incumbent 
parts. 


The venereal difeafe, as hath appeared, very often 
infects the bones, and deftroys them with a real ca- 
ris ; it fometimes acts more flowly in the bones, 
. and raifes them gradually into hard tumours, which 
hold out a long time before a caries follows ; thefe 
are infenfible, but yet the pain flowly increafes, 
according to cuftom, by an approaching or an in- 
creafed corruption of the fwelling bone, which after- 
wards corrupts the foft incumbent parts alfo, from 
whence all the evils mentioned in the precedent 
fection arife. 

But thefe moft racking ofteocopal pains thus pro- 
voked by night, precede thofe tophi. Thefe tu- 
mours are bred in the middle parts of the bones, they 
are fometimes fo foft, tough, and tenacious, that 
they yield to the preffure of a finger, and they are 
called gummi, or gummata, becaufe they may be 
aptly compared to gum already ftill diftilling from 
the bark of a tree, but not yet fo much hardened 
as to become fragil, though dried by the air; if 
thefe are of a harder fubftance, and fcarcely fink 
any more under the preffure of a finger, they are 
called 7p; ; but when they grow entirely hard and 
offified, they are then ufually termed exoftafes, and 
hyperoftofes, if the whole fubftance of the bone 
wells in that place, or if fuch a hard tumour fhould 
As it were befiege fo much of the bone. Ten oe T 
P - aw 
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aw fuch a tophus befieging the fhin-bone of a failor, 
of twenty-five years ot age, who was infected by 
the venereal difeafe, and believed ,thofe tormenting 
pains he fuffered to be thofe of the gout, which 
this hardy fpecies of men mutt often fuer, by being 
expofed night and day to the inclemencies or inju- 
ries of the air. Whilft he bufily applied himfelf to 
his marine labours barefooted, the tophus, in being 
roughly rubbed by a running rope, broke open: 
a furgeon cut open the place; having then worked 
away the periofteum with his cutting and fearing 
inftruments, he endeavoured to deítroy the evil, with 
great torment, but of no ufe to the patient. Ex- 
amining then the piace more attentively, he found a 
{mall hole which hardly admitted the point of a 
probe; he cut the lamina of the bone with a tre- 
pan, fo made a way into the cavity of the fhin-bone, 
and faw that the marrow had there degenerated as 
it were into a fungous flefh, exceffively fenfible: he 
afterwards ufed the fame method which is ufually to 
be applied to the fractured bones of the cranium; 
then having devifed a cure for the venereal difeafe, 
the patient grew weil. 

This obfervation confirms the opinion, that fuch 
tophi are firft raifed by the affected bone, and are 
often from thence very difficult to be cured. 

Such tumours fometimes adhere in certain places, 
where they caufe the greateft plague; a remarkable 
example of which I have feen. A man of thirty- 
three years of age, who frequented the Indies, had 
impure connections with an Indian woman, from 
whom he contracted a gonorrhea, which he attemp- 
ted to cure with of/ of juniper, balfam copaybe,. and 
fome other fuch very hot medicines ; a phymofis fol- 
lowed, with a tumour fwelling the veins round ue 
tefticles, afid the, gonorrhea obftinately remained af- 
terwasds for a whole year: it then began to dimi- 
nibh, but prefently a large buboe fprung up in the 

| | right 
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right groin, which was cut open with a knife, and . 
cured in India: fome fiffures or cracks of the fkin 
fucceeded, with great pain and injury in his hands 
and feet, and as he was returning to his own coun- 
try, in four years after the firft infection, thefe cracks 
began to diminifh gradually as he approached Hol- 
land ; they were healed in a fhort time on returning 
to hisfriends. But the dire traces of the filthy 
Lues ftll remained as well in and about his jaws, 
as in divers bones of his body. Amongft the other. 
evils which afflicted him, a large tophus, not chan- 
eing the colour of the integument, adhered under. 
the muicle of the left temple; fuch another, but 
yet lefs, lurked under the right temple; from 
whence the unhappy patient could not move his 
mouth or jaws, fo that his life was fuftained by pot- 
tage or broth only, until he at length perifhed by 
a dropfy, which fprang from all thofe other evils he 

. fuffered. 


SEV NCCCCLVII. 


kK ROM whence the figns are eafily 
.  difcovered by which this diforder is 
known. 


Unlefs I am deceived in thefe remarks hitherto 
mentioned, the figns which indicate the exiftence of 
this venereal difeafe in the body, are therein con- 
tained ; and alfo thofe effects which attend the dif- 
ferent parts of the body affected by this difeafe. I 
have alfo feduloufly endeavoured to know what was 
tg be hoped and feared from it, through a change- 
able habit of body, the various intenfity of the con- 
tagion, its more recent or inveterate ftat-s in the body, 
thofe places or thofe parts it occupied, corroded, 
deftroyed, and the diverfity of evils, that follow, 

ae | .. together: 
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together with the facility or difficulty of their 
cure. 

Therefore as the diagnoftic and prognoftic figns 
of the Lues have been treated of, it now follows 
that its cure fhould be alío treated of. 

I will fincerely mention thofe remedies which I 
have obferved in curing this difeafe; thofe which I 
have known to be fafe and real ; I will praife thofe 
men by whom I might have profited ; I will fhew 
the reafons which induced me to prefer fome certain — 
medicines and remedies to others. I find myfelf 
fully difpofed to follow the beft methods, as foon 
as J know them ; until that good fortune happens 
to me, I will ufe my own. 


SECT. MCCCCLYII. 


Gonorrhea is cured by bathing, fo- 
mentztion, an injection, a mercurial 
purgation often repeated, emulfions, balfams, 
an ab{tinence from all {trong favory meat and 
drink ftimulating to venery, and on the other 
hand from poor and meagre victuals and drink. 


The general indication in curing thofe evils bred 
by a reception of the venereal contagion, particularly 
confifts in this, that the contagious virus be removed 
as foon as poffible from the place it adheres to, and 
be expelled from the body, that it fhould no farther 
injure the part it occupies, nor be propagated in the 
neighbouring or yet remoter parts of the body. 

Various are the effects to be feared from the 
Lues, according to the diverfity of the places af- 
fected and contagious matter, the greatér or lefs 
exciting heat, and the different conftitution of the 
infected body, as hath been obferved in Set. 1444. 


But 
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But the venereal virus manifefts itfelf ufually in 
that place to which it firft adheres: in a foft in- 
flammation, a whitifh, fcaley, corroding, mucous 
puítule, which obftinately refifts all common reme- 
dies, and afterwards diftils a foetid, mucous, flow, 
greenifh, corroding filthy corruption, and then the 
evil fpreads rather in breadth than in depth. 


If it fhould adhere to the external part of the 


yard, the place affected is called a banker, on ac- 
count of the difficulty of its cure. If it fhould at- 
tack the interior fide, fuch a corruption flows fooner 
or later from the urethra, and then it is called a go- 
norrbea, which is diftinguifhed by many kinds, in 
regard to the diverfity of the place it occupies, in 
the whole courfe of the urethra and adjacent parts, 
or the difcharge of its humours into the hollow 
channel of the urethra, which the contagion of the 
Lues had infected. That thefe evils may be exactly 
known, an anatomical cognizance of thefe parts is 
abíolutely required ; from which thefe various and 


moít tedious evils, fometimes accompanying or fol- - 


lowing a gonorrhea, can be underftood. ‘All thefe 
have been already defcribed in Sect. 1447, and in 


what followed : it now follows tbat the cure of the | 


gonorrhea be difcuffed. | 

By bathing, fomentation.] The chief attention 
Isto be applied to purging out the infected virus, 
that a free and ealy difcharge may be obtained for 
the flowing matter: hence the more prudent phyfi- 
cians endeavour to obtain this by baths and fomen- 
tations, as they perpetually moiften and warm the 


parts, fo that the received virus may be allured to - 


flow out with all the corruption it formed. 


Emoilient herbs, added to flour and foft anti- 


feptics, are proper materials for the bath and fomen- 
fation. Such a prefcription is given in the Materia 
Medica, thus; Leaves of mallows are for the emol- 


Jients, and a compofition of rue, fcordium and garlick 


for the antifeptics ; to which are added, a little 
ae Venetian 
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Venetian foap and fpirits of wine: the quantity of 
the emollients, as well as the antifeptics, may be 
augmented at will, according as a more or lefs de- 
tergent remedy may be defired : of duch materials 
pultices or plafters may be formed, to be laid on 
thefe parts : to thefe is ufually added a little feed 
oil, that this pultice may not dry too foon. Very 
great care muft be taken that no corruption may be 
collected between the prepuce and the glans, nor 
make any ftay there, for from thence a new infection, 
and corrofion of the glans, and infide of the pre-" 
puce, a phymofis and other evils are to be feared: — 
hence let the ablution be diligently made, and the 
glans be wrapped up in the emollient and light- 
ly antifeptic pultice, ~whilft the prepuce is with- 
drawn, for they draw the matter outwards-:- this 
wafhing and cleanfing fhould be often repeated in the 
day-time. 

I muft confefs, that it is very incommodious to 
thofe who are in public offices, or not at their own 
liberty, to áttend thofe frequent cleanfings in the day, 
without giving fome fufpicion of the lurking evil 
to thofe from whofe knowledge of it they moft 
anxioufly defire to conceal it. I have advifed fuch 
perfons to fteep the penis in a vefiel fill’d with an 
equal quantity of new milk and water, in which a 
little Venetian foap had been diflolved, then to wipe 
it gently, fo as not to irritate the fenfible parts of 
it; after this cleanfing, let a foft p/affer of mucilagi- 
nous drugs, or of melilot, or fuch like, be applied to 
the naked glans when the prepuce is withdrawn ; 
for though the baths, fomentations, and pultices 
ought to be ufed firít, yet thefe through urgent ne- 
ceflity may be applied in the place of them.* 

The votaries to Venus and the brothel houfes re- 
pofe great hopes of impunity in an immediate wafh- 
ing of the genitals after coiuon. 

By 


hi Apher odifiac. 1m Prefatione, 


Sect. 1458. The Venerrar DrszAsr. 215 

By inje&ion.] A careful and frequent ablution 
and cleanfing are particularly ufefyl and neceffary in 
that fpecies of the gonorrhea (fee Sect. 1447), 
where the corruption as it were exudes from the 
glans through its fubítance, and is coilected under 
the prepuce; and alfo when the feat of the gonor- 
rhea is not very diftant from the orifice of the ure- 
thra; but when the feat of the evil is more diftant, 
thefe fomentations and baths reach not the affected 
place dire&ly, though they are of ufe for cleanfing 
away the corruption of the gonorrhea, which diftils 
"from the urethra, and is collected between the pre- 
puce and the glans: hence many others who have 
applied themfelves to curing this difegfe, thought it 
would be of great fervice to apply tuch-like reme- 
dies as are oftner injected through a tunnel into the 
urethra, in the form of a bath, fomentation, and a 
pultice, that the contagion may be purged out, 
the injurious pains mollified, and the ftrangury 
amended. 

As fuch injections can wafh and cleanfe the whole 
length of the urethra, and various remedies be ap- 
plied according to the changeable ftate of the evil, 
they hoped they would cure.a gonorrhea by injec- 
tions only, as a local diforder. A celebrated phy- 
fician was of this opinion ;* who would have aquam 
cales vive, faccharum faturni, vitriolum album, ' de- 
collum guajaci, &c. to be injected into the urethra, 
by which he promifed a certain cure of the gonor- 
thea. I cenfets myfelf very averfé to this method, 
which I believe to be dangerous, tor fuch conftrin- 
gent remedies muft be certainly injurious, afford but 
falfe hopes of a cure, whilft they: ftop the flux and 
by no means produce a cure; nor does the fenfible 
urethra bear fuch acrid rem dies with impunity, but 
dometimes fuffers intolerable pains; it 1s entirely 
wrinkled until ic is hardened, by the repeated ule of 

i | dei fuch 
* Morando-Morando Prima Decade di Lettere, &c, 
P. Illy 112, 
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fuch remedies ; from whence the moft obftinate com- 
plaints afterwards follow, which, together with all 
thefe already retained by the venereal virus, are to. 
be feared. 

The more prudent phyficians only ufed injections 
of emollient and detergent remedies, that the af- 
fected placein the channel of the urethra might be 
cleanfed ; fuch a method is thus. received in the 
materia medica. lf a great heat is felt in the urethra, 
a {mall handful of the feeds of quinces, infufed in 
rofe water injected warm into the urethra, will mi- 
tigate and invifcate the corroding acrimony. 

But this is to be remarked concerning the injec- 
tions to be applied in the cure of the gonorrhea; 
but the cure is forefeen to be more difficult where 
the place affected in the urethra is more diftant from 
its extremity, and tends towards the proítatz and 
the bladder; for the gonorrheal corruption, in the 
channel of the urethra, is driven backward by the 
injections, and the contagion is applied to remoter 
places, which is very dangerous. It is indeed true, 
that the urethra, running long the inferior part 
of the penis, may be eafily clofed, fo as that the in- 
jected liquor may not reach the pofterior parts; and 
then that whole part of the urethra, between the 
place clofed or prefied by the fingers, and the open- 
ing of the urethra, may be fafely wafhed and cleanfed : 
but if the leaft negligence is here committed in a 
choice of a place for this preffure in the urethra, or 
if (through any caufe whatfoever) the urethra is not 
entirely prefled, a part of the injected liquor will 
pafs through that ftoppage and drive the poifonous 
corruption farther in. — — 

Where the admirable f;bric of the penis was de- 
{cribed in Sect. 1447, it was remarked, that the in- 
ternal membrane of the urethra is pierced by a co- 
pious number of little oblong holes, or greater or 
lefler pores, which the excretory channels of the 
glands, placed in the cavernous body of the urethra, 

produce i 
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produce: thofe channels near the internal mem- 

brane of the urethra rua through the cavernous 
_ body of it, and then obliquely penetrate the cavity 
of it, which they fmear with a mild fecreted humour, 
and fo fortify it againft the acrimony of the urine. - 
The orifices of thefe channels open by an oblique 
duct into the urethra, and therefore bear the’ figure 
of a half-moon; therefore, though the injections 
may not protrude the corruption towards the pofte- 
rior parts, whilft the urethra is preffed by the fin- 
gers, they can {till urge the virus into thefe furrows | 
or mouths, and fo propagate the evil in the caver- 
nous body of the urethra. 

If all thefe circumftances are confidered, that 
rleanfing or wafhing, formed by the urine itfelf, will 
appear moit fafe and eafy, for the whole length of 
the urethra is wafhed and cleanfed ; this is ejected 
with great force, whilft the contracted bladder is 
agitated after the vanquifhed refiftance of the fphinc- 
ter; but fuch is the direction of the urine caft out, 
that it {weeps away the corruption adhering in the 
urethra, but urges it not into thefe channels diftri- 
buted through the cavity of the urethra by any 
means, though fome of them open with orifices fuf- 
ficiently fpreading. It is indeed true, that the urine, - 
even of a found perfon, has fome acrimony in it 
which injures thefe excoriated and ulcerous places ; 
but it is in the power of art to render the urine fo 
thin and mild that it can in no meafure irritate the 
urethra; the patients are therefore enjoined to drink 
more than is needful, and to have their drink pre- 
pared of mild watery remedies infufed in pure wa- 
ter, made into a decoction of emollient herbs, fuch 
as an infufion of liquorice, milk whey, milk and 
water, {mall-beer, warmed emulfions, &c. amongft 
which thofe which are moft pleafing to the palate 


are to be chofen by the patients. 

But as the urine which is all night retained in 
the bladder, always becomes more acrid, and a. 
| guam 


\ 
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quantity of matter is alfo accumulated in the cavity 
of the urethra, during the time of a longer fleep, 
et the damages to be feared may be eafily avoided : 
1f the patient drinks two pounds of fmall drink be- 
fore he compofes himíelf to fleep, in three or four 
hours after, he will fpontaneoufly awake to make 
water; that done, he may take a larger draught of 
fome cooling liquor, and fleep again; fo the urine 
will remain thin, and will by no means be rendered 
acrid, whilft the corruption collected in the urethra 
will be alfo cleanfed away by the frequent urine, 
and the ftrangurial injuries, which fo often accom- 
pany the gonorrhea, will be avoided or much eafed. 
All that utility that can be expected from the injec- 
tions will be obtained by this method, without dread 

of any other damage. | 
If little confidence is to be repofed in thefe in- 
jections which are mild and foft, and that they only 
wipe away the matter, that which is to be imagined 
from the more acrid remedies, injected by mounte- 
banks, eafily appears: thofe which are ufually ap- 
plied to venereal ulcers, in places covered with the 
cutis, will be mentioned in Sect. 1462. If thefe re- - 
medies are liquid, they moft malignantly affect the 
fenfible internal fuperficies of the urethra with their 
corroding power, and create the moft intenfe pains: 
but we fhall fee hereafter how little is to be expected 
from local remedies alone. The fame difadvantage 
is to be expected from the wax bougies which have 
acrid corroding remedies mixed in them, concerning 
which matter fee Sect. 1451. Even though they 
confift of foft wax, unlefs they are introduced by a 
fkilful hand, they may certainly produce not the 
lighteft of evils. A man, wearied with a daily diftil- 
lation of the urethra, was perfuaded tothruft a long 
fmall bougie of this kind into it; as this introduction © 
eafily fucceeded, it penetrated the bladder, fo. that 
a remarkable part of it ftuck in the cavity of the 
bladder; being then foftened by the heat of the 
| place, 
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place, it became more flexible, and twined into a 
knot, which obftracted irs paffage out again when 
attempted to be drawn : it was at length pulled out 
by fuch force that a violent hemorrhage enfued, to- 
gether with a tumour of the penis and fcrotum, 
and fwellings of the belly ; yet he efcaped from this 
no {mall danger by the afüítance of a fkilful fur- 
geon.* 

By mercurial purges often repeated.] Many ce- 
lebrated phyficians have with fuccefs applied cathar- 
tics often repeated to the curing a gonorrhea, and 
they even praife it as the only efficacious one; fo 
Antonius Mufa Brafavolus T, and many others after 
him, have thought: but as the efficacy of the mer- 
cury, in curing the venereal difeafe, was fo cele- 
brated, therefore a mercurial purgation was by far 
preferred to any other by many of the faculty ; yet 
itis very certain, that other purgations had been 
oftner fufficient to rout away this evil; fo Sydenbam,§ 
in treating of the gonorrhea, fays, Curationis omnis 
cardo in remediis catharticis vertitur, quantum buc 
ufque ufa comperimus, quorum auxilio vel educitur bu- 
mor peccans, vel procuratur diverfio fuccorum corporis 
naturalium, qui aliter bofti in pabulum cederent : ** The 
** fole foundation of this cure depends upon cathar- 
*" tic remedies, as far as we have hitherto difco- 
* vered of their ufe ; for by their affiftance the 
** vicious or peccant humour is brought forth, or à 
* diverfion of the natural juices of the body pro- 
-.* duced, which would otherwife be given up as 

* food for this hoftile difeafe.” I alfo acknow- 
ledge that this difeafe can be cured by whatfoever 
cathartic remedies which are for a long time and often 
applied: but he chofe the ftrongeft, which purge 
the bile particularly, and alfo the foul corrupted 
matter from the blood. VD 
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It was before proved by many phyficians, that the 
contagion of the venereal difeafe is entangled, and 
then unites itfeif with the fat humours of the body ; 
they theretore prefcribed thofe remedies which diffolve 
and then bring all the flow and fat humours from 
the body. here is much to be hoped that the 
contracted virus, which was united to thefe, can be 
freed from its chains and go out of the body, for 
by the repeated uíe of ítronger purging remedies a 
fat man can be entirely emaciated, as before men- 
tioned. In Sect. 761, where the ufe of purgations in 
an intermitting fever is treated of, it was advifed, 
that even good humours were to be broken by the 
purging medicine, and then to be purged out in the 
manner as it is mentioned of Helmont, in the fame 
place, who experienced it to his prejudice, whilft he 
was curing of the itch; he was fo emaciated by the 
repeated ufe of purging medicines, that his knees 
trembled, his voice grew hoarfe, and all his ftrength 
failed him: he from hence concluded, that fuch 
purgatives had turned the vivid fubítance of the 
body into a liquid and a putrid difeafe. Such pur- 
ging remedies have fuch particular virtue in them, 
that they are ufually called hydragoge by the phyfi- 
cians, which Sydenbam™ teftifies, fola Talappe radice, 
pauperibus aliquoties fubvenerit, quorum tenuitati, C9 
rebus angu[lis domi, confulendum erat: “ A purge of 
* Jalap only could oftentimes relieve the poor, for 
* whole leannefs of body and narrow circumftances 
** at home it was to be prefcribed.” 

In the Materia Medica there are three methods of 
making up thefe purgative remedies ; the two firft of 
which contain a large dofe of mercurius dulcis, which 
feems not to be yet fo abfolutely or always requifite. 
The celebrated Boerhaave himfelf,t did not approve of 
mercurial preparations for curing the gonorrhea, but 
Falappam, Herimodaétylos, Scammoueum, Senam, impri- 
| "is. 
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mis. Hac, crebro ufurpata, poteftatem. babent diffol- 
vendi [anguinem in aquam, banc depellendi deorfum, €2 
evactandi per inteflina s bec agunt valide femper. €2 in 
urine vafa, veficam, uretbram. Hine & laudatiffimus 
borum ufus in locis buic malo nativis, Africa, 9 Ames 
ricas quin &9 probatiffimus quoque. apud optimos fere 
noftrorum in arte magifirorum : * Particularly Jallap, 
* Meadow-faffron, Scammony, and Sena: thefe, 
* often and a long time ufed, have the power 
* of diflolving blood into water, of driving that 
— © downwards, and evacuating it through the bowels ; 
* and they always ftrongly operate in the veftels 
** in the bladder and urethra: hence the ufe of thefe 
remedies became not only moft general for this 
** difeafe in their native places, Africa and America, 
** but were alfo the moft approved of by almoft all 
* our beft mafters of this art.” He praifed that me- . 
thod, whereby the recent corruption entirely adheres 
to one external place fo as to produce an ulcer; . 
then he adds, Nunquam probabo temerarios aufus tllo- 
rum, qui confulenti fuper boc malo juventuti, ilico fua- 
dent ufum argenti vivi y qued femper corpori nocet y uec 
necefarium Jepe babetur :*  ¥ will never approve 
|. * of the rafhnefs of thofe who immediately recom- 
** mend the ufe of mercury, for curing this difeafe, 
* to the youth demanding their counfel, for it always 
* injures the body, nor is it often neceffary." But 
Sydenham + juttly fays, that a falivation by mercury will 
not cure a gonorrhea, whilft it carries off the Lues, 
which is a companion to it; from whence he ftated 
the following obfervations : Qvoties Lues, €? Gonor- 
rhea, una feabulantur, vel ante falivationem, vel ea 
jam peratta, Gonorrbee curatio tentanda efl ; quod C9 
£ulius fit, me judice, €9 facilius eam, poft finitam fa-. 
livationem, cum, Luem habens comitem, Gonorrhea 
egrius dometur s que vero a pregrefa falivatione qua- 
dantenus fubatia fuit, minori negotio expugnari foleat s. 
«1 he 


^ 


€ 


[aj 


LA 


Lol 


* In Prefatione ad Aphrodifiacum, 
1 Epit.IL, Refponf. p. 432. 


224 The VENEREAL DIsEAsE. Set, 5. 


«© The cure of the gonorrhea is to. be attempted as 
** often as the Lues and. gonorrhea are coupled to- 
= gether, either before a falivation or after it, which 
** 1s, according to my Jucpmens yet more MR and 
** eafy ; for the gonorrhea being accompanied by the 
* [,ues, will be tubdued with more difficulty ; but 
* when the falivation ts finifhed, the gonorrhea will 
* be rooted out with lefs trouble.” Boerhaave * 
affirms the fame, except it fhould be that fpecies of a 
gonorrhea which makes its neft in the Cowperiau 

lands; in the cure of which he faid, Quare etiam 
fubinde bic recurrendum erit ad gravifima remedia ply- 
«fmi. Quamvis enim Gonorrbae priores eo nunquan 
curentur, tomen pofrerior bec [pecies, in parte folidiore 
glandulofa nidulans, in qua we[a TN HR CS cordis 
2mpetus, magts aGuofa deprebenduntur, mercurii vim 
longe promptius excipit : ** Wherefore recourfe muft 
** be now and then had to the ftrongeft remedies for 
** vomiting ; for though the forties gonorrheas will 
** never be cured by that, yet this laft fpecies reft- 
«< ing in the more folid glandular part, in which the 
*« arterial veffels and the impetuolity of the heart 
** are found more active, receives the power of the 
* mercury far more readily.” It is to be obferved, 
that thefe glands adhere to the ouMide of the ure- 
thra, though their ducts open into the cavity of it, 
and are corroded in fach a manner by the received 
virus, that they degenerate into deep, hollow, Cà- 
vernous ulcers ; from whence the danger of an uni- 
verfal Lues becomes very threatening, to avoid which 
a falivation was ufualiy attempted, 

Some more recent obfervations prove in like 
manner, that thefe remedies, which ufually and hap- 
pily eradicate the Lues, are but of little or no ufe 
in curing the gonorrhea, This is teftified by thofe 
famous E nelifh furgeons, who had the frequent cure 
of foldiers labouring under the vencteat difeafes, 

and ^ 


* In Prafatione Aphrodifiaci. 
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and thofe who were to be cured of a gonorrhea in. 
camp. That corrofive fublimate mercury, infufed. 
in fpirits diftil'd from corn (more of which here-. 
after) had indeed wrought a confirmed cure of the. 
Lues, but by no means of a virulent gonorrhea, 
which can be cured without any mercurial remie- 
dies, if not attended by other evils.* 

Sydenbam + repofed no manner of confidetice if 
the ufe of decoctions made of drying kinds of wood, 
 fuch as guaiacum, &c. which are prepared and ex-- 
tolled by many as fpecifics againft venereal com- 
plaints. For by thefe smiverfum agri corpus, tum 
precipue pars affetia, jam pridem mimis incalefcentia, 
ullerius adbuc inflammabantur y. nonnunquam etiam Go- 
morrbwa, que paulo ante evanuerat, quod me obfervaffe 
memini, denuo in con[pe£ium prodit: ** by heating 


** remedies the whole body, and efpecially the part: 


** affected, long before inflamed, are ftill more fo ; 
** and the gonorrhea, which fometimes had alfo va- 
*© nifhed, makes its appearance again, as I remember 
* to have obferved." | 

' "Phe celebrated Afruc i advifes the cure of the 
‘gonorrhea to be begun by letting blood, for he holds 
this to be an inflammatory difeaie, and that all the 
-confequences of an inflammation here to be feared, 
and even a benign removal of the humours can be 
here obtained; yet but feldom or fcarcely ever but 
in cafes of flighter gonorrheas, and when the patients 
were willing to acquiefce in repeated difcharges of 
blood and exact rules of diet: but this evil, if 


but light, requires no fuch lofs of blood, for a flight - 


infection, not obftinately adhering to the part. af- 
fected, is eafily wafhed away by mollifying decoc- 
tions only, and if I may fincerely fpeak, my opi- 
nion is, that no bleeding is required; for a mild 
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ftate of humours, as mentioned in Sect. 286, is re- 
quired for the removal of the venereal contagion : 
this ftate is never to be expected from the place to 
which the contagion adheres, as it is capable of 
corrupting and corroding not only the fkin, but the 
folid bones alfo : the only hope of a cure then con- 
fifts in driving out the contracted virus by a flux. 
Befides, it very rarely happens, that the patients ap- 
ly for remedies before tome unaccuftomed matter 
diitis from the penis; fo that a cure by a removal 
fearcely feems to be thought of, nor will it be worth 
while to let blood in every gonorrhea: ftill if there’ 
be a heat, and a painful erection, with a very painful 
dyfury, a celebrated man believes,* baud fegnius, par- 
ciufoe, venam effe tundendam, quam in ipfa peripneu- 
monia, vel dyfenteria: ** that a vein ought not to be 
** more flowly or fparingly pierced than in caíe of 
* a peripneumony, or a dylentery ;^ but I by a de- 
coétion of the roots of althea and liquorice only, 
when plenufully drank, together with an applica- 
tion of the moft emolhent fomentations, could of- 
tener foften and overcome fuch powerful complaints 5 
for they were thus immediately diminifhed, and the 
flux was poured forth in a larger quantity; for by 
thefe emollient remedies, and the relaxation of the 
paffage, the corruption is to be expected to flow 
out in afety, and in greater quantity than # the 
whole cure was directed to healing the inflammation : 
for the venereal difeafe is not naturally prone to in- 
flammation, as appears if the effects of the conta- 
gion, in a place confpicuous to the eye, are confi- 
dered : for the firft figns are pruritus, calor, lenis ins 
flammatio; ** an itching, heat, and gentle inflamma- 
** tion,” followed in a fhort time by pujtula fubalba, 
fquamofa, erodens; ‘“* a whitilh, fcaly, corroding 
« puftule," concerning which fee Sect. 1444. In- 
deed it fometimes happens, that the virile member is 
inflated, in youth of a hot nature, by the ufe of a 
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. plenty of rich food and excefs of wine, whilft they 
wear and totally exhauft themfelves in their fum- 
mer's heat and prime by immoderate venery y and it 

 fometimes happens, that new-married men fuffer an 
inflation of the member; attended with pain and 
redneís, after having forcibly prepared a way for 
new enjoyments: » '(Thofe who copioufly ufe acrid 
diuretics, natural or artificial’ balfams, for the cure 
of the gonorrhea, experience this fame evil. In fuch 

. cafes a fudden difcharge of blood takes place, as 

will appear in Se&t. 1460. I would only advife this; 
that the gonorrhea does not want or neceffarily re- 

.-quire venefection, and that it fhould not always be 
begun with by opening of a vein in hopes of a happier 
and fpeedier cure. 

Sydenbam, * as it is known, ufed an abundant dif- 
charge of blood in curing of inflammatory. difeafes, 
but admitted that by no means in the cure of the 

gonorrhea, efpecially in the beginning of it, as he 
did not from thence hope for a benign removal of the 
beginning difeafe : for fo he fays, Im temperamento 
admodum [anguineo, €9 affectu pertinaciori, pot menfem 
catharci datum, aut circiter, ut plurimum fanguinis unc. 
vill, velix, € brachio dextro. detrahendas fuadeo. . Ut 
 -maturius celebretur. Vencefeciio, auctor non jum, ne hac 
| wgeomca contagium penitius inferatur: **- 1f an ex- 
** ceeding fanguine conftitution, or an obftinate in- 
fection after a courfe of purges had been given 
.** fora month or thereabouts, I advife that eight 
* or nine ounces of blood at the moft, be drawn 
from the right arm; but I dont advife letting | 
- * blood more early, left the contagion be inoculated 
**-or fixed by it.” : 
Purgations by ítool principally conduce to.the 
. cure of the gonorrhea, and are recommended to be 
often repeated : @ decoétion of Tamarinds and Sena 
feaves, will often fuffice for perfons who are eafily 
work’d, and daily drink it until the fymptoms, 
2 2 namely, 
* Epif.IL Refponf. p.422, — 
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namely, the fcalding of urine, ftrangury, the fenfi- 
bility of the ftricture in the urethra, are abated, 
the quantity of flowing matter diminifhed, and the 
colour of it changed for the better; for in the be- 
giining, the flux is fometimes of a reddith colour, 
or a deep green, then grows yellow, then ufually 
thickens and grows white. Let cathartics be ftill 
given, but at greater intervals, left the ferce fhould 
be exhaufted, amd the body wa&ed by a large and 
continued difcharge of matter; let ftronger medi- 
eines be given to thofe who are not worked by thefe 
cathartics. So Sydenham,* who acknowledges that 
he has cured the poor with jallap only ; commonly 
gave hotter purges, aloes, coloquimtida mixed with 
epabalfam, of which he ordered 40 grains to be ta- 
ken every morning at 4 or 5 o'clock, during 12, 14, 
or more days, donec urine ardor, €9 materia Jemimifor- 
mis color flavus admodum, imminuantur: “ until the 
** fcalding of urine, and yellow colour of the mat- 
“ ter, were exceedingly diminifhed fo as. to render 
« the matter like feed." He afterwards gave ca- 
thartic purges every other day during fitteen days 5 
quo tempore elapfo, fufficit, ut bis in feptimana fumantur 
pilule, doncc humor, ex urethra flillare folitus, prorfus 
evanefcat; quod, ut plurimum, s nifi bof? multos dies 
eontingit : ** after that time jt will. be fufficient to 
« take the pills twice a week, until the accuftomed 
€ humour diftils not from the urethra, which in the 
* moft happens not until after many days.” 

It is very evident, that the age and confticution 
of thofe men who take thefe ftrong and frequently re- 
peated purges are to be confidered; the grofs and 
fatter bodies can bear thefe, but not the dry and 
hufky, which are to be purged with milder reme- 
dies, but ftill not fo frequently: repeated. » Such per- 
fons fhould drink the emollient deco¢tion plentifully 
during the days of exemption from the cathartics, 
and nourifh their bodies with light foft food ; they 

wilk 
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- will perhaps be more flowly cured, but the flower 
thefafer. Cel/us -- certainly faid very juftly, Pur- 
-&ationes quoque, ut interdum necefaria funt, fic, ubi fre- 
quentes funt, periculum adferunt. Affuefcit enim nen ali 
corpus, €9 ob hoc infirmum erit: ** That as cathartics 
** are alío fometimes neceffary,. fo when they are 
. * frequently repeated they bring on danger, for the 
.** body, grown accuftomed to a want of nourifhment, 
.** will be rendered infirm by it." 

It happens that thefe purgatives, particularly the 
more acrid, irritate and hardly fail of excoriating. 
the inteftinum rectum by a frequent tenefmus, 
whilft they likewife affect the adjacent neck of 
‘the bladder, and excite a ftrangury, or increafe that 
which already accompanies a gonorrhea. An author,* 
famous for curing this difeafe, excellently remarked, 
that after the quantity of the flux had: been dimi- 
nifhed, and its quality amended by the ufe of thefe 
| purgatives, the cure would be no better advanced by 
a farther ufe of them; but a frefh dyfuria might 
Apring up, and the priapifm, and quality of the 
flowing matter, become again much worfe; from 
whence the cure muft be afterwards performed by 
milder remedies: this frequently happens to men 
of a dry, hot, bilious conftitution, but thofe of a 
cold, lax, phlegmatic nature, bear thefe evacuations 
by ftool more eafily. It will prefently be faid how 
ptfenfive the erections of the penis may bein curing 
the gonorrhea ; how the priapifm aries after the 
frequent ufe of ftronger cathartics, and how the 
milder purges given at greater intervals folely con- 
duce toa cure. - | | 

It fometimes happened, that fome imprudent 

oung men, willing to conceal this filthy difeafe, 
and füll anxioufly defirous of a cure, had ufed fome 
araftic purging remedies daily for many days. I 
have known the tunica of the inteftines to be fo cor- 
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roded. in one of thefe, that the blood broke fud- 
denly and abundantly forth through the anus. I 
have known fome others, allexhauíted and pale, to 
have languifhed for months before they could in any 
meafure recover their ftrength. How many evils 
are not to be feared whilft youth expofe themfelves 
to new dangers, when fcarcely cured of repeated 
gonorrheas, by which they are feverely punithed, 
or in having recourfe to either their own counfel, 
or that of impofing mountebanks, for a repetition 
of fuch a cure; for the common worn-out  profti- 
tutes, who ferve their time in a brothel, boaft of. 
being very much fkilled by filthy experience in the 
cure of this difeafe. | | 

But though a gonorrhea is ufually to be cured by 
milder and fufficiently evacuating purgatives, yet it. 
fometimes happens, that the cure is more flow and 
the patient is*more difficultly purged; then Syden- 
bam," having increafed the dofe, gave it in a liquid, 
which ex Tamarindis, foliis Sene, Rheo, Manna, fy- 
rupo ex Spina cervina, Gc. parabantur: “ was made 
.** up of Tamarinds, leaves of Sena, Rhue, Manna, 
* and Buck-thorn fyrup." Then if a cure did not 
fucceed from thefe, he gave a dram and a half of 
the pilule ex duobus, with twenty grains of mercu- 
rius dulcis, and that twice in the week ; thefe pilule 
ex duobus confit of an equal quantity of Celeguintida 
and Scammomy; from whence it is juftly called a 
draftic remedy ; but he feems to have repofed a par- 
ticular hope in this, fi Turbitb minerale ‘ad gr. viij, 
ianium bis, wel ter, daretur. (idque interpofito debiro 
temporis [patio, ne fort aboriatur Ptyalifmus) , quod 
quidem remedium in eradicanda diffciliori: Gonorrbza 
facile primas fert : ** lf vij grains of turbith mine- 
** ral be given only twice or thrice (and that inter- 
** pofed by a due {pace of time, left that a ptyalif 
* mus fhould by chance arife from thence;) which 
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** is by far the moft excellent and certain remedy 
** for eradicating a violent and tenacious gonorrhea." 
Zurner + praifed this fame method, if the gonorrhea 
fhould be exceffively virulent, and that there were 
fhankers alfo in the genitals. | 

It appears from all that has been here faid, that 
men the moft experienced in curing thefe evils, had 
repofed particular hope in the ufe of repeated ca- 
thartics ; and that they firft gave the milder remedies, 
by which, if the evil was not amended, the more 
powerful and even the draftic purges were applied by 
them, particularly in repeated and very virulent go- - 
norrheas, fuch as thofe are wont to be when they 
only manifeft themfelves a long time after the fut- 
pected venery. It alfo appeared, that the applica- 
tion of mercurial remedies is not always neceffary, 
nor that a gonorrhea obeys a falivation. | 
The method of purging is ufually very tirefome 
and difpleafing to many, concerning which the cele- 
. brated * Boerbaave thus fays, Neque crediderim, te- 
mere excultam ujque methodum huic propofite preri-. 
puiffe: novi quippe alias plerafque, tentavi, cum hac 
comparavi. Fateor, incommoda eft. aulicis, in celebri- 
tate verfantibus, vel munera publica gerentibus ; fed tuta 
Jepe ardua funt, C9 moleffa. Novi promiffa Agyrta- 
rum, [e curaturos vel in regali natantes luxu, equitantes, 
omnia voluptatum genera exercentes. Sed mihi, €9 heec 
conanti, haud licuit. effe tam beato. Quin & dolui fepe, 
dum fic tra£iatos lllufires "viros vidi per annos vitam 
agere reliquiis veteris mali obnoxiam :. ** Neither can I 
** eafily believe, that this method had been catched 
** up readily fo as to be generally divulged and 
** fpread abroad, becaufe | have known fome, and 
** tried fome others, which I have compared with 
** this. Ll acknowledge it to be incommodious to 
** courtiers who frequent brilliant affemblies, or to- 
** thofe who. bear public offices, but every fafe me-> 
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* thod proves troublefome and difficult, I have 
s * known fome quacks who have promifed a cure 
* even to thofe perfons floating on the torrent of 
t diues, riding, or exercifing. themfelves in every 
** other kind of ‘pleafure 5 but my endeavours in 
thefe cafes could promife me no fuch happy fuc- 
** cefs, and I have often grieved to fee end illuftri- 
ous men thus treated, and pafs their'lives, ftil] 
continuing obnoxious for many ycars to the re- 

licts of the inveterate evil." 
The drinking of mineral waters has been praifed 
by many for curing a gonorrhea, or at leaft for 
extirpating the light remains of it; but Sydenham * 
was indignant at. feeing this pafs into a cuftom 
much embraced ; for he affirms cathartics to be pre- 
fcrable to all other remedies, and feverely incul- 
cated that the patients muft be very temperate in 
their ufe of. mineral waters; for he fays, that it 1s 
certainly manifeft from thefe morbi religuias, e cor- 
pore eliminandas, vi adfiringente, €9 plus fatis fanativa, 
arctius confiringt, © quafi clavo figi trabali ; unde, quod 
feepius obfervavit, feroti tumores enafcebantur, quoties 
in morbi ‘principio, « vel fatu, pejoraque adhuc [ympto- 
mata, ut caruncule, fi quando [ub exitu ejus, pota- 
e rentur : that the reliques of the difeafe, which 
** are to be driven out of the body by force, are 
** but more tightly qeogeds in, hke afpike driven 
** Into a beam, when that force furpaffes the fuffi- 
* cient meafure for healing ; ; from whence he often 
* obferved that tumours of the fcrotum were bred 
* in the beginning of this difeafe, or in the flux, 
* and yet woríe fymptoms, fuch as the caruncule, 
** when thefe waters were drank juft at the depar- 
fi ture-ok the difeafe.” Thus it appears what the 
opinion of this excellent man was concerning waters 
impregnated with iron. ‘There are mineral waters 
which contain little or none of the iron principles, 
and fuch as fufficiently purge by ftool, May not 
thefe 
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thefe be of fervice towards the end of the difeafe, as 
they do not debilitate by purging, and at that time 


only gentle.cathartics are given. The celebrated 
Hofman + praifes thofe purges or draughts working 


by ftool, for cutting away the vifcous mucous force 
of the humours; then adds, Z/ quomiam in gonor- 
rhea inveterata, €9 in morbis vefice C9. urethre ex bac 
prodeuntibus, per aliquot, exempla, mirabilem tberma- | 
rum Carolinarum potum, C9 carum injeclionem in mem- 
brum crebriorem, deprebendiffem, non dubitavi ejus 
ufum, C9 frutium, de meliori commendare :..** And 
** becaufe I had found by fome examples, that more 
** frequent draughts and injections, aquarum Caroli- 
** narum into the member, both in an inveterate 
** gonorrhea, and the difeafes of the urethra pro- 
** ceeding therefrom, proved wonderful, Í doubted 
** not of their ufe, nor hefitated in recommending 
** their operations as the beít:" for thefe waters 
purge by ttool very fufficiently. 
- Fora young country fellow labouring under a 
recent gonorrhea, accompanied for fifteen days with 
the moít violent pains of a dyfury, phymofis, and 
many ulceis by which the corona of the glans was 
covered, and the reft exceflively fwell’d, was per- 
fe&ly cured by an internal and external application 
of the Bareges waters only.* 
Therefore, where it happens that the conftitution 
of the patient is debilitated, the body exhaufted by 
repeatéd cures of a virulent gonorrhea, and the vi- 
gour wafted away by too much venery, fuch cir- 
cumftances fhould check an attempt of a cure by 
many répeated ftrong purges; then the phyficians, 
willing or unwilling, fhould ufe milder purging re- 
medies. - A man had laboured: four years under 
the moft malignant gonorrhea, his ftrength forfook 
him, he paffed the nights without fleep through a 
"11^ ee od ^ devouring 
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devouring fever, that increafed upon him every 
evening; all the remedies tried upon him proved : 
fruitlefs, for a flow flowing corruption ftill threat- 
ened fome other impending evil : it plainly appeared, 
that no more evacuations could be attempted upon 
an exhaufted wafting body. The extra of cicuta, 
together with alder flowers infufed in milk, were at ' 
length given him; then by drinking very. plenti- 
fully of that, he was in a few days greatly relieved 
from the evil; he recovered his ítrength, together 
with his appetite, and natural inclination to fleep, 
and the miferable patient in fix months after, grew 
well, found, fat and ftrong.* 

By emulfions.] For common drink thefe may be 
taken at will, as they are of a mild nature, for they 
abate the acrimony, dilute, and render the urine lets 
acrid; milk whey, only adding a fourth part of milk, 
or the like, to a decoction of althea, may be fub- 
itituted for people of low circumftances, and let 
medicinal emulfions be fometimes given of thofg 
feeds called the four greater, colder, and lefs ; when 
this emulfion 1s ftrained, let nitre, fyrup of diacod. &c. 
be mixed with it; this, according to the practice in 
the Materia Medica, 1s to be given in the evening af- 
ter the purging medicines are taken, that the ope- 
ration may be more effectual. | * 

By balfamics.] ^ 'Thetle balfamic remedies have 
been given by many of the faculty, whilft the evil 
adhered in the paffage of the urine, and when the 
urine was ufually attended with a fluor; they are. 
extolled for their diuretic power, and ufuadly ap- 
plied for curing of ulcers: the natural, pure, and 
fragrant balíams are thefe ; Balfamum de Mecca, Pe- 
ruvianum album C9 nigrum, Tolutanum, de Capayba, 
Terebintbina, (Sc. which were accounted ‘very fa- 
mous for curing of gonorrheas, and the chymiíts 
praifed ol. füllat. prepared from natural n dos 
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- fuch as that of oil of turpentine, balfam Capayba, 

&c. which are indeed very penetrating, but they 
are always more acrid and hotter than thofe balfams 
from which they are prepared, fo that they cannot 
be of fervice except by a prudent ufe of them: the 
teiticles never more frequently fwell than after a free 
ufe of fuch-like remedies; efpecially if they are. 
taken without cathartics, or applied. in the begin- 
ning of the difeafe, according to the cuftom of im- 

udent quacks. 

. Yet we fee that thefe excellent phyficians began to 
‘cure a gonorrhea by giving purging remedies to 
the patient, then gave a natural balfam when the 
evil was amended. Sydenbam* indeed added fome 
grains cf opobalfam to fome more drying remedies, fo 
as to form a. pafte pliant enough for making it into 
pills; but he had often purged the patients before 
he gave them xxv drops of cpobalfam every night 
in a bit of lump fugar.: Turner f followed the 
fame method: he was famous in curing thefe dif- 
eafes; fot he firft purged the patient, according to 
cuftom, until the flux changed to a better colour, 
then performed a cure by giving an ounce of balfam 
capayba, made into a pafte by the addition of white 
fugar, or conferve of hips made into an electuary ; 
the bignefs of a nutmeg of either fort is to be given 
to the patient morning and evening: fome milder 
purging remedies are fometimes to be mixed with 
this balfam, and it will indeed be very effectual. 
Thus it 1s directed in the Materia Medica, to be com- 
poled of one ounce of turpentine, with half an 
ounce of China rhubarb, and powder of liquorith 
added to it until it becomes a pafte fit to make 
pills of four grains each, of which let the patient 
take one every hour: here it is particularly to be 
obferved, that a limited dofe is to be given, left it 
pi ace | ij . fhould 
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fhould prove over-heating or irritating. Turner $ 
prefers balfam capayba, becaufe it is cheaper than 
opobalfam ; and becaufe this begets not that odour 
of March violets in the urine as the turpentine in- 
deed does, from which the whole family often difco- 
vers what difeafe is attempted to be cured, which 
may often occafion great mifchief to the unfortunate 
patient. | 
Thefe natural balfams can be given. fafely in a li- 
mited manner, where the difeafe is already amended 
by the ufe of purging remedies; I have always ab- 
{tained from thefe hotter artificial remedies, which 
derive their names from fulphur, for they greatly 
inflame, particularly if made up with effential and 
acrid oils, fuch as balfamus fulpburis terebinthinatus, 
anifatus, jumiperatus, fuccinatus, Sc. ** balfam of 
* fulphur mixed with turpentine, anifefeed, juniper 
** berries, amber,” &c, and plenty of emollient 
decoctions fhould be drank between the times of 
taking thefe natural balfams, that the urine may 
remain in a ftate of mildnefs, left it fhould irritate 
the affected place it wafhes. - Mees 
In confidering thefe matters, I could not under- 
ftand the reafon why fome celebrated phyficians 
practifed the fevereft diuretics in curing a gonorrhea ; 
nay, we read * that a certain phyfician of Leyden, 
had even ufed cantharides for that purpofe: Gonor- 
rheam virulentam folis. Cantbaridibus feliciter. curaffe, 
quas vino Rbenano macerabat, infufionem alio liquore 
iemperatam propinans s fed, cum initio non fine fummo 
eruciatu C9. exulceratione vefice curam. abfolveret, mif- 
cuit tandem cum oleo Amygdalarum dulcium, fyrupe 
Pernelii, fucco Tapfi barbati s €9 intra triduum, bene- 
ficie copiofe urine, malum fuaviter fufiulit: ** and 
* that he happily cured a gonorrhea with cantha- 
** rides only, pounded and infufed in Rhenifh wine, 
** which he ftill tempered by making the patient 
E | | * drink 
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* drink another liquor; but as he could not at the 
beginning perform a cure without an ulceration 
of the bladder and the moft excruciating torment 
* to the patient, he at length mixed oil of fweet 
** almonds, fyrup of Fernelius, and tapfus barbatus 
*« with it’, then by the help of all thefe, the patient 
could freely make water, and in three days time 
. * the evil was worked away." This account was 
wrote by Matthias ‘facobus Mattbiades, to his uncle 
Thomas Bartholinus living in Leyden, who wrote the 
following in a month after to his nephew ;* Jnfu/um 
cantbaridum alibi quoque in biftoriis laudavi, Gonor- 
rhee virulente, S ifcburie, remedium , cujus felicem 
fucceffum non femel ipfe fum expertus. [Notandum vero, 
ne noceant cantharides, integras effe fumendas. Ubi 
veficis exulceranda cutis, extrema abjicienda, in quibus 
benignior facultas latet; qua fervanda funt in infufo 
boc, urine vias expurgaturo. Legitimo modo miftum 
infufum, nunquam, quantum ego "viderim, vel crucia~ 
tum, vel exulcerationem vefica, provocavit, ut nec pin- 
guioribus abftergentibus opus fuerit : ** I have alfo re- 
‘© commended an infufion of cantharides in another 
** place, as a remedy for a virulent gonorrhea and an 
<< ifchuria; for I have experienced the happy fuccefs 
* of it much oftner than once : büt it is to be ob- 
« ferved, that the cantharides are to be taken whole, 
* left they fhould prove hurtful. When the fkin 
“is to be fretted by a blifter, the extremities are 
* to be thrown away, which are in this cafe to be 
« preferred, for in them the more benign power. 
* lies, which will cleanfe the urinal paffages : this 
« infufion, when properly mixed, never, inafmuch as 
* [ have feen, caufed any torment or ulceration of 
* the bladder, fo as there was no need of any more 
* fat abftergent remedies.” ‘That celebrated au- 
thor Mead,+ recommended the ufe of the tincture 
Qi 
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of cantharides for this difeafe, though not directly 
indeed for curing a gonorrhea, but for vanquifhing 
a remaining injury, fuch as a little gleet which of- 
ten remains after,a gonorrhea, though the venereal 
virus had been expelled from the body ; more of 
which will be faid in the following feétion: he or 
dered two drams of cantharides to be infufed in 
a pound and a half of fpirits of wine rectifed, to 
which were added rheum, gum guajacum, gum lacca, 
and a little cochineal; this infufion being well incor- 
porated, he gave a prudent dofe of it morning, and 
evening at bed time; it was diluted fo, as to be po- 
table in warm water, from the quantity of thirty to 
fifty drops; that quantity can be, without doubt; 
borne without dread of any difficulty of urine. It 
plainly appears, that the reft of the medicines which 
are added to the cantharides in this compofition iri 
fo {mall a dofe, can have little power, fo that the 
whole effect of this remedy depends upon the proper 

mixture of the cantharides. | 3 
It is well known, that the virus of the cantharides 
produces a violent ftrangury, renders the urine 
bloody, and inflames the .bladder, particularly the 
neck of it, efpecially if thefe infects are taken in at 
the mouth : the like effects have fometimes been 
obferved from an external though ftill a milder ap- - 
plication of them : a greater quantity taken of them 
hath frequently occafioned a fpeedy or fudden death. 
A ftrong robuft man, of fixty years of age, being dif- 
fident of his manhood in the exercife of then de- 
caying venery, of which he appointed himfelf a 
more potent fhare, and to roufe up this, had taken 
a dram of powdered cantharides : In a fhort 
time after felt a pain in the hypogaftrium, and a 
great difficulcy of urine; the morning following ‘a 
phyfician was called, who found the wretch's body 
all over cold and wet with a vifcous fweat, and 
{carce any perceptible pulfation ; the extremities of 
the body were entirely frozen and livid, the abdomen 
| fwelling 
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- fwelling and extended, fo that in a few hours he 
expired. In the body was found the peritoneum 
changed from a red to' a livid colour in the hypo- 
gaftrium ; the bladder was exceffvely diftended, 
and of a deep red at the bottom, particularly fo at 
,the neck of it; all the internal fuperficies of it was 

livid ahd mortified.* A 
, itis known that an erection for venery is excited 
by acrid diuretics, and moftly fo by cantharides. + 
We read that this erection bred from thence be- 
comes invincible, and perfifts even until death ; but 
it is acknowledged by all that nothing is fo obftruc- 
tive to the cure of a gonorrhea as venery, wherefore 
the prudent phyficians carefully ufe every method 
of fubduing an approaching erection of the penis s 
they order low diet, and an abftinence from all Ípi- 
rituous liquors, for the phyficians then allow them 
but a fmall fhare of white meat boiled, but advife 
them to refrain from eating fifh of any kind. Alex- 
_ ander Trojanus Petronius T feverely commands .42- 
Jiinere a fale, a falfis, a motu nimio, ab aromatibus, 
denique ab omnibus calefacientibus, €9 mordicantibus, 
: €? ab omni Veneris, non folum ufu. fed etiam imagina- 
Hone, Sc. Et profetto potiffima diuturnitatis caufa bec 
ipfa eft; que quoad perfiftit, purges corpus, temperes, 
opina victus ratione regas, nibil proficis : ** to abftain 
* from falt and falt victuals, from violent motion, 
* finally, from over-heating or Irritating exercife, 
** and not only from the actual ufe of venery, but 
** from the imagination of every thing conducive 
* thereto, &c. for this is truly the chief caufe of 
* the difeafe's long continuance; then let the 
* body be purged as long as it perfifts, and 
“an exact regimen be obferved, or you will pro- 
' «€ fit 
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« fe nothing ;” from whence the change of place 
has been of fervice to fome perfons, that it may oc- 
cafion ejus oblivio, quod coitum irritabat: fic etiam 
alii, quia in exilium mif: “ an oblivion of what 
«© was inciting to venery; fo fome others for the 
« {4me reafon having been fent into exile :” — others 
alfo into prifon, aut graviori animi cogitatione affeéti 
funt, ab antiquifima Gonorrhea fe vindicaverunt. Ita 
ut mirum non fit, fi viris, vel pofiquam illa incepit 
nunquam coéuntibus, diuturna iamen , illa. contingat : 
« or have more feverely punifhed themfelves by a 
« refolutioh of fhaking off the remains of an old 
* gonorrhea ; fo that the continuance of the difor- 
& der is not to be wondered at, even in men who 
« from the beginning of the diftemper have abftained 

* from venery.” | | 
Hence it is very evident, how injurious the ufe of 
cantharides may be in curing of a gonorrhea, as. 
the cure can be retarded by only one erection of the 
penis, as the celebrated Boerhaave thus fays; Vidt 
binc, fepe vanos. fuiffe bec in morbo vel probatifimos 
fanandi modos, fiy quacumque demum de caufa, quee 
bercle multiplex bic uimis, bomo arrigit, imo, fanatas 
iam jam Gonorrbeas, unico incitatee libidinis impetu, 
vécruduiffe atiutum, novamque denuo. [anationem de ine | 
tegro exigi[]e. | Quidquid ergo prurientem imaginem ti- 
tillat, in cibo, condimento, potus medicamento, vel per 
' conver [ationem cum amabili fexu, tabularum ad/petium, 
fermones, lectionem, cane pejus C9. angue fugiendum. 
Aque potus, vel feri latis, cerealia, borat fructus, 
conducunt : * I have from hence feen the beft ap- 
* proved of methods in curing this difeafe often 
* prove fruitlefs. If a man greatly encourages this 
« erection by any caufes whatfoever, which are in- 
« deed manifold, even a gonorrhea but juft cured, 
* prefently returns to its former crudenefs, and re- 
** quires an entire commencement of a cure from 
« only one fingle erection; whatfoever; therefore, 
| * that 
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* that tickles the imagination in meat, fauce, drink, 
‘** medicines, or in converfation with the fair fex, 
*« the fight of pictures, attention to books or con. 
* veríation, muft be fhunned and accounted a more 
** dreadful evil than à mad dog or a venomous fer- 
* pent. Drink confifting moftly of water or whey, 
* and food of the products of Ceres, and fummer 
** fruit conduce to a cure.” 

All violent exercifes by which the genital parts 
are (haken, fuch as fencing, dancing, running, jump- 
ing, and riding are to be avoided, for they increafe . 
the difeafe ; but riding is the moft injurious of all 
the reft, efpecially when {wift and conftant: I do 
not remember to have feen a more deplorable in- 
Ítance of this kind, than in a young nobleman who 
was one nightinfected in a common bawdy-houfe, and 
had undertaken a journey the next morning, and in 
four days after, was manifeftly attacked by a gonor- | 

‘thea; then in galloping night and day back to his 
fnends to be cured, he was almoft ruined, 


SEC T. MCCCCLIX. 


7] ^ HE cure of the gonorrhea ig to be 
|... petrfifted in until nothing more diftils 
from thé penis, or marifefis itfelf in the 
urine. . | 


The cure of the gonorrhea is fufficiently trou- 
blefome, becaufe, as before faid, it requires a repe- 
tition of cathartics ; hence how much worth while 
is it to have the limits of this cure known, when 
the patient may be fafely left to himfelf without 
any danger of a return! when fome phyficians ufu- 
ally follow this moft fafe way, many others are ac- 
cuitomed to protract the cure a little, at leaft as 
far as an exact rule of living may carry it. The 

Vor, XVII R | patients 
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patients very often alío hardly believe themfelves — 
entirely cured, and are rather willing to undergo 
new moleftations, than to remain in doubt of an 
entire reftoration to health. 

As long as any remarkable matter diftils frony 
the penis, the gonorrhea is juftly believed to conti- 
nue fill in the body; though even the quality and 
colour of the flux are amended, and the {calding 
and difficulty of urine much--diminifhed: from 
whence Sydenbam * follicitoufly adviled not to con- 
fide in a cure, quando ejufinodi icbor, qui, ardore, u- 
ring €9 flavo materie extillantis colore. difbarentibus, 
mane prajertim, in fummitate colis digitis compre[f, ad 
guttulam unam alteramve, cernitur, a debilitate tantum 
é? laxitate partium, ob diutinam virofi fomitis in eis 
moram, oritur; miferi enim experiuntur magno [uo malo, 
reliquias effe contagti non penitus. deleti, quod, licet qua- 
dantenus Juba&um, ex leviffima quaque cccafione (a potu | 
füilicet mimio, aut exercitio vehement:ort quolibct, aut 
fimili alia caufa) novas excitat. tragadias, Gonorrhea 
poftliminio recrudefcente : “ when a yellow ulcerous ex- 
-€ crement of this fort is diftilling with a fcalding of 
urine, and not ropy between the finger and 
thumb, but dropping from them when feparated, 
efpecially in the morning; it is alfo judged, 
from the debility and Jaxation of the parts, that 
e a continual fupply of the poifonous fomes is bred 
« in them; for the miferable patients, to their great. 
« damage, experience that a reli&t of the contagicn 
« ftill muft be worked away, for though it be in 
« {ome meafure fubdued, it fli at the leaft irre- 
gularity, fuch as over-drinking, over violent ex- 
ercifesy or other fuch-like caufes, excites new 
“ pain, and calls back a gonorrhea to an heredi- 
« tary ftate of crudenefs.” It cannot be denied; 
that the ufe of milder purges is ferviceable im 
fach a cafe; then it muft be particularly infifted | 
that the rules of diet be ítrictly adhered to; for 
ther; 
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then, as Sydenham excellently remarks, the evil in- 
creales or gains ground ftil as the patients recede 
from them ; but it gradually diminithes as they fub- 
ject. themfelves to a more cautious method of li- 
ving. | 

Thefluxin the beginning of a gonorrhea daily 
increafes in quantity, the fcalding of the urine, and 
Ítrangury are exceflive painful; the ulcerous green 
excrement flows out fometimes with fmall ftreaks 
of blood mixed with it, fometimes it is yellow with 
a mixture of green, which gradually as the evil 
mends, turns white; the quantity of the matter then 
alío diminifhes, and its thicknefs is increafed. A ce- 
lebrated author hath remarked,* that the yellow co- 
lour of the flowing matter {till remains in fome until 
the end of an entire cure; but the- malignity of a go- 
norrhea ufually follows this fucceffive order of colours; 
as the green with a mixture of blood is accounted the 
worít, and the mildeft that which is whitith, the appli- 
cation of proper remedies will gradually make it cor- 
refpond with the colours before mentioned, to have 
-declared fome degrees of amendment; but this one 
circumftance is to be obferved, that the yellow co- 
jour will fometimes, as I have feen, remain until 
the end of the cure. faber 

It appeared where the gonorrhea was before 
treated of, in Sect 1447, that the mucous kind hu- 
mour, which was difcharged through the excretory 
ducts into the cavity of the urethra, fmears its in- 
ternal cavity, and defends it from the acrimony of 
the flowing urine: that humour is natural and but 
a Ímall quantity flows out through the fpreading 
orifice of the extremity of the urethra; it fometimes 
.makes light fpots on the fhirts of the foundeft of 
men, who never had any cauíe to fufpect any hurt 
from a former gonorrhea, as they never had one. 
. Where I was certain of the entire purity of a man, 
I often endeavoured to enquire into this matter 
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upon every favourable occafion, and I found fuch 
marks or fpots upon the linen. It appeared in like 
manner, that this natural humour is infected by the 
venereal virus received after impure venery, that its 
fecretion is increafed, and thofe excretory ducts are 
fometimes ulcerated and corroded; from whence 
all the contagion being expelled from the body, that 
natural liquor may flow out ftill, pure from all in- 
fection, and in a greater quantity than it ufually did 
before the difeafe ; for that fame reafon, fome fila- 
ments like littie eels are obferved in the urine, and 
moftly fo in thofe who have laboured under repeated 
gonortheas. If the penis of fuch a man is preffed a 
little after a found fleep, fomething mucous and 
pellucid like the white of an egg generally comes 
out, which the Englifh phyficians ufually call a 
gleet, which has nothing infectious in itfelf, and . 
dometimes remains for many years : this fingle mo- 
leftation creates a fufpicion of a ftill lurking evil, 
-which was not fufficiently expelled from the, body, 
and makes the patient perpetually unhappy. 

Nor is iteafy to diípoffefs thofe who have impru- 
dently paffed away their prime of years, of thofe fears. 
] have known one to have dreaded a lurking evil, 
whilft an incurable flux continued upon him after 
a tenth falivation: thefe fcruples are ftill. cherifhed 
by fordid quacks, who, through a thirft of infa- 
mous gain, give large quantities of crude mercury 
to the wretched patients, in order, as it were, to ra- 
dically extirpate an evil, of which there is not even 
a trace in the body. Every one of theíe mounte- 
banks boafts of a new fecret; that he has found out 
another method of adminiftering mercury, which 
was never before known to mankind; and that he 
can extricate and expel any lurking mercury from 
any part of the body: he fells this and. many more 
fuch trifling noftrums to the credulous difeafed, who . 
find themfelves miferably deceived by them. 


If 
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It therefore the orifices of the ducts, ftill pour- 


ing out a mucous humour into the urethra, have re- 
mained dilated, or have been corroded after a gonor- 
 rhea, a perpetual flux of fuch vifcid liquor will pro- 
ceed in a greater or lefs quantity, without any dread 
of a lurking venereal contagion : fuch a flux indeed 
may beincurable. 

James Drake * had an opportunity of feeing this 
matter in the dead body of his own fervant, who, 
for fome years, endured fuch an obftinate flux of 
vifcid matter, and afterwards died of a peripneumo- 
ny; acaruncula, which is ufually placed in the left 
excretory Cowperian gland, was found, which was 
formerly fo corroded by an ulcer, that the orifices 
of both du&ts became but one. . This he explained 
by the fame figure which Cowper himfelf delineated. 
Hence an almoft perpetual flux of vifcid matter, 
called a gleet, and prepared by thefe glands, muft 
follow; and the fame mutt neceffarily happen to all 
thofe to whom fuch a misfortune befals, whether 
in thefe faid Cowperian glands which confift of a 
maís fufficiently confpicuous, or whether in the other 
lefs excretory ducts difperfed through the cavity of 
the urcthra. | 

trom hence the diverfity of the quantity of that 
flux is alfo underftood, according as fuch greater or 
leís ducts had been in like manner affected to à 
greater or lefs number. 

. Some have believed, that what thus perpetually 
flows out is feed, and thence dreaded a weakneís 
and corruption to proceed from the back ; but 
this mucous humour is entirely different from feed. 

Sull this flux is ufually incommodious, though 
unattended by a venereal contagion, of whofe lurk- 
ing evil the patients entertain perpetual fears, parti- 
cularly tuch as have fuffered by frequent gonor- 
theas; from whence they feek for remedies, that 

R 3 they 
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‘they may at leaft be freed" from thofe fears by that 
flux being dried up. It appears from what has been 
faid, that it cannot alway be cured; ftill thofe re- 
‘medies which cannot it léaft injure, but prove ra- 
ther fometimes a little profitable to ‘the’ patient, are 
‘generally recommended; and alfo that fuch patients 
have no recourfe to pernicious remedies, but to be- 
"ware of being deceived by the impofitions of quacks : 
ePingepevenks; = err er E | a 
72 "Phe frft'advice^I ‘ufually' give is, to beware of 
‘an almoft perpetual habit of touching or handling 
‘the “genitals, for the patients are generally inquifi- 
‘tive, and try whether the:flux increafes or diminifhes, 
‘changes colour,’ or if any matter ftill flows out by 
‘preffing or fqueezing’ the’ ‘penis; fo that they thus 
rather increate the fecretion and excretion of’ that 
mucous humour. “Great hope is repofed in aftrin- 
gent remedies; for the morbid relaxation of thefe 
‘parts is“ufually blamed by them. f they require 
‘the internal application of ‘inoffenfive remedies, thefe 
‘can be eafily granted them ;' Coralles rubros, cancro- 
"um lapidés, fuccinum, thafficbem, confervam rofa- 
“yum rubrarum, * Red córal, crabs egg, fucci- 
© num, .conferves of red rofes," and fuch like, 
which fome authors earneftly praife, it is then our 
duty'to- apply then feadily: but thofe remedies 
"which aré to be locaHy applied to the urethra muft 
be attended with great cgution ; for if the ftronger 
‘aftringents, fuch a$ alum, vitriol, fugar of Saturn, be 
'apphed by injection, à conftriction of the urethra, a 
“callus, dyfury’ dnd ifchury follow, and- are after- 
wards extremely difficult to be cured. ' 

“Turner colletted" mary cafes * from whence" we 
‘Jearn, that many labouring under füch a flux, tho’ 
ot only coptous but’ vifcid too, have joined them- 
felves! t marriage; begot found children, and in- 
‘feted not their wives; yet it alfo" appeared, that 
anentire cure fucceeded not without great difficulty : 
© Syphilis, p. 445, &ftq.- bie 
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he indeed made trial of various remedies for. this 
purpofe; fuch as Spaw waters, and thofe of fuch- 
like wells, but a moderate its of' balfara. Sapuybá 
was preferred to all the elt. 


SEUCQUES MCCCCLX. 


N- inflation of the penis is carried 
away by an anodyne emollient diffolving 
.pultice, fimilar to a fomentation; by a copious 

. bleeding ; and by thofe remedies mentioned in 
Sect, 1453, 


- ‘The admirable ftru&ure of the penis was before 
explained in Sect. 1447, together with the manner 
in which it increafes in bulk by an erection, and how 
it afterwards flackens or diminifhes again; the ca- 
vernous {welling bodies of the penis only, and that 
cavernous body which furrounds the urethra, and 
conftitutes the external fubftance, of the penis and 
glans, were alfo explained ; as it then appeared, as 
well as by much more faid in Sect. 1449, how that 
a fevere inflammation can. occupy ithe penis; from 
. whence a wonderful deformity of the fhape of 
the member, a diftortion on this or that fide, an in- 
eurvation upwards or downwards, a dyfury with 

racking pains, and other grievous evils may follow. 
If the penis thus afrected becomes ardent and 
painful, the application of a powerful antiphlogiftic 
cure muft by no means be delayed, or a gangrene 
will fpeedily enfue :. it was before ina, in Sect. 432, 
how difficult the cure of that is hence a large 
quantity of blood  muft be dbeord ues drawn, 
and the bleeding repeated, if needful, that the pe- 
nis may quickly fall or fhrink from its erection, 
In an urgent cafe, fuch as when the vein in the 
pace of the penis exceflively dwells, it muft:be: 
R 4 | pierced 
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pierced by a lancet at the fame time that blood is 
let from the arm. I alfo gave the patient two 
ounces of a purging decoction every hour, which 
was compofed of tamarinds, fena leaves, agyrick, 
polychreftes falt, &c. until the patient was almoft 
worked to death, and the {welling of the penis be- 
gan to abate. Ihave for fome days fupported an 
artificial diarrhoea by this fame remedy, but ftill by 
giving a lefs quantity of it; then a flux began to 
diftill from the penis of green gonorrheal ec and 
indeed very copioufly ; fo the patient efcaped the 
threatening danger of a putrefaction and mutilation 
of the penis: that and its adjacent parts were co- 
vered with a pultice of the nature of the moft 
emollient fomentations, and fome additional anti- 
feptics firft ufed; that pultice’ was perpetually ap- 
plied by night, confifting, according to the form 
in Materia Mitiva. of. foyer butter- chiles which ef- 
ficacioufly refifts all putrefaction ; to this were added 
fome {pirits | of wine, or fome other aromatic {pi- 
fituous liquid, that the affected parts might not be 
too much weakened by an affiduous fomentation ; 
for the fpirits, if not exceffively diluted, are of them- 
felves injurious, fo that fcarcely a thirtieth part of the- 
riacal fpirits of wine is mixed in this pultice. 1 have 
Íeen the penis of a young man fwollen in a 
moft fhocking manner, through a large quantity of 
{pirits of wine applied by an imprudent ignorant 
barber, who thus ‘attempted to cure him’ of a new 
flowing gonorrhea; another more prudent perfon 
was then called, who heartily applied antphlogiftic 
remedies to the patient, and a pound or more of 
blood broke forth from the penis; then the tumour 
fubfided, and the day following a foetid dreg-like 
flux, ftreaked with blood, ifued forth; yet he was 
entirely cured. of this evil in the fpace of three 
months. It is manifeft, that the pendant and loofe 
prepuce is furgifhed with no mufcular fibres, but 
with à cuticula and a thin fkin ; it alfo confifts of 
a flender 


v 
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a fiender cellular; membrane exceedingly dilatable, 
which never collects any fat or thicknefs but in fuch 
as are caftrated ; its texture is nervous and vafcular. 
Wonderful tumours are formed in the cellular mem- 
brane of the prepuce; they become as it were pel- 
lucid and inflated, cover the whole glans, and pro- 
je& beyond it ;. fuch.a tumour is then called a phy- 
mofis ; that is, when the fwelling prepuce cannot be 
drawn back, nor the glans uncover'd by it: but when 
the prepuce is withdrawn behind the glans and is 
inflated by a fimilar pellucid tumour, it fwells and 
jurrounds the penis with a turgid ring round the 
corona of the glans, which projects naked beyond 
that ring, fo that the prepuce cannot then be drawn 
forward fo as to cover the. glans, then it is called. 
a parapbymofis y. of which more, was faid in Se&t. 
1449: | »* : ; WS 
In this cafe the penis is faid to be inflated, though 
the tumour adheres not. in its cavernous bodies, nor. 
in the cavernous body of the urethra, but only in 
the prepuce ; fuch a tumour often exifts without any. 
inflammation, fo that it requires not always an an- 
tiphlogiftic cure ; but certain it is that fuch tumours, 
when increafed by any preffure, may inflame the 
glans, particularly in cafe of a paraphymofis, and 
io produce many worfe evils, which the eye cannot 
difcern; for as the glans cannot be uncovered, nor 
the internal fuperficies of the fwelling prepuce which, 
is twifted in a wonderful manner become confpicuous, 
fome alarming fears muft always attend it: this 
notwithftanding appears to be remarked, that if 
neither heat, inflammation, or other concomitant 
figns are found in the. part affected, fuch tumours 
indicate not the neceffity of a powerful antiphlogiftic 
cure. z | : | 
It alfo appears, that men who had been circum- 


, €ifed, fkinned or ulcerated, fo as that the prepuce’ 
perpetually adheres withdrawn behind the glans, 


never 
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never fuffer by a phymofis, and but’ feldom by. a 
pataphy mofis. M Sg 


LU 


"There may be often a phymofis whilft à venereal - 


ulcer corrodes the glans of the penis, or the internal 
fuperficies of the prepuce; and fo Great a tumour is 
fometimes bred’ thete, that the {welling prepuee 1s- 
tormented fo as to “obftrudt’ thé "free difcharge ot 
urine, whilit the ulcerous' matter "alfo retained be- 
tween the prepuce and the glans, becomes more 
acrid in its delay, and deeply gniws' thofe tender 
parts it wafhes ; from whence the fevereft evils are 
to be dreaded, unlef: a fpeedy exit ‘can’ be prepared 
for the retained corruption: “the” beft ‘method: for 
that purpofe ‘is to inject pure lukewarm water light- 
ly through a funnel between the {welling prepuce 
and the glans, frequently every day; and fo wath 
away the filth; for even the mildeft detergent reme- 
dies fo increafe the pain, that they cannot be 'en- 
dured : let the penis be wrapt up in the moft emoi- 
every kind of inflammation may be euarded againft ; 
but if that fhould be the cafe, let a little more of 
thé fpirituous liquor be added, left the tender cellu- 


iar membrane fhould be wafted by the perpetual 
fomentation, and’ diffolve into gangrenous corrup- 
tion whilft it begins to fall down.” | 

“When I had tried all thefe endeavours of art upon 
4 young nobleman, labouring under a very malig- 
nant phymofis, more than fifty little ulcers broke 
out in that part'of the fkin, and difcharged a great 
quantity of venereal corruption, whilft (tl! a greater 
quantity of fuch-lke matter flowed out from be- 
tween the prepuce and the. glans ; the feverity of 
the evil had inftilled a dread of a mutilation, but 
as his &rength had not forfook him, and as fo much 
danger had rendered him an obedient patient, he 
elcaped fafe from it. | TE 

We are indeed inftruéted by fome authors to in- 
troduce a flender tube, of lead or filver, into the 
| v4 urethra, 


lent fomentations and pultices- perpetually, «that 
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urethra, that the urine may more eafily low out if 
attended with pain, or regurgitating under the pre- 
uce, and to let it remain there; but {till “it is to 
be fometimes removed that the channel of the ure- 
thra may be explored, and the adhering filth wafhed 
away :* but thofe who have more frequently {een 
thofe difeafes well know, that the prepuce fo {wells 
by a violent phymofis, and becomes writhed in fuch 
a wonderful manner, that it is hardly poffible to 
thruft this tube into the urethra before the Íwejling 
begins to abate in the parts affe&ted ; nor can that 
be attempted without augmenting the pain and fe- 
rocity of ‘evéry attendantevil. TI have attempted to 
remove fuch a ftrong inflammation firít by bleeding, 
often repeated, and then by large evacuations by. an- 
tiphlogiftic purges ; thus have I gained upon thefe 
humours to fubfide fo as that a commodious op- 
E for cleanfing or wafhing all filth away 
trom the ulcers may be afforded ; yet I. ufed the 
mildeft fort of remedies, fearing, that an application 
of the more acrid would renew the evil : the more 
prudent ftep is, that the patient + fhould “Keep to 
his bed when the difeafe is more preffiüg, and in 
fuch an eafy pofition.as that the remedies or dref- 
lings may be changed and ftay on the penis, which 
is then chiefly to be bound ‘up. to the belly ; which 
is, according to the opinion of Celfus, T. very necef- 
fary 1n fuch a cafe; for, as he both faw and defcribed 
thofe difeafes, though not bred from a venereal con- 
tagion, he thus fays, Si ex inflammatione coles intu- 
suit, reducique fumma cutis, aut rurfus induci, nequit, 
multa calida aqua fovendus locus eft, ce, ifque bomm 
continere fe, C9 abluere a cibo, debet, €9 potione aqua 
tantum a fiti vindicari: * If the penis, fwelled by 
** aninflammation, admits not the {kin or prepuce 
.* to be withdrawn or díawn forward again, the 
| | HET T “ place 
* Aftruc de Morb. Vener. Lib. III. Cap. VIII. p. 261. 
+ Ibidem, p.269. wr ss Can 
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** place affected is to be fomented with much warm 
** water, and the patient ought to contain bimfelf 
* quiet, abítain from flefh meat, and only drink 
* water to quench his thirft ;"' thus he ordered the 
patient to low diet, and mild fomentations, of water ; 
vi quoque experiundum, an cutis fequatur.,.. Eaque, ft 
non parebit, leviter [umma fcalpello concidenda | erit. 
Nam, cum Janies proffuxerit, extenuabitur is, locus, & 
facilius cutis ducetur : ** and that force muft be ufed 
* in trying to move the prepuce; then, if that will 
* not do, it muft be cut at top with a knife; foras 
* the corruption then flows, the part will be exte- 
** nuated, and the fkin will be- more eafily drawn 
* on and off the nut of the penis.” ^... 

But it is granted, that a phymofis and paraphy- 
mofis, as before faid, may be frequently bred in 
found children without any. venereal contagion, 
either through a retention of urine. between the 
ftreightened prepuce and the glans, or through fome 
external injury by friction, or a'contufion, &c. for 
Celfus * farther adds, Sive autem boc modo vila erit, 
five nunguam repugnaverit, ulcera, vel in cutis ulte- 
yiore parie, vel in glande, ultrave eam in cole, repe- 
vientur: ** But whether the injury will be van- 
«© quifhed by this method, or if it never before at- 
«© tacked the part affected by an ulcer, the phymo- 
** fis and paraphymofis are found in the penis, either 
* in the hinder or outer part of the glans." He 
afterwards prefcribes various remedies for curing 
thefe ulcers. , | 

If the inflammation yields not to the application of 
proper remedies; and as a preffure and fufiocation 
of the glans beneath are to be feared from the 
{welling prepuce, fome authors $ order the pre- 
puce to be fplit by fciffars or a knife, at either. or 
both fides of the glans, thatit may be freed from 
that ftricture. The celebrated Afruc makes lefs ac- 

| count 

* Lib. VI. Cap. XVIII. p. 392. 
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Se&. 1460. The VENEREAL Disease. ors 
count of this matter, for he would have either the 
{ciffars or knife ufed at difcretion; but it appears, 
_ that the knife is to be preferred, for the {ciffars al- 
. ways bruifes, more or lefs, in cutting, but the place 
inflamed is fo very fenfible, that the incifion caufes 
much pain at any rate, which vanifhes not very 
foon after; but it is juftly to be feared, that the 
inflammation fhould be thus increafed, which I have 
known to happen. It was demonftrated in Sect. 
405, how dangerous and unprofitable it is to cut 
that inflamed part. I fincerely confefs, 1 never ad- 
vifed a fiffure of the prepuce when occupied by a 
violent tumour, nay, I even contradicted fuch an 
operation as much as pofüible: I could always make 
the tumour fubfide, and perfect a cure, by a fpi- 
ritd application of antiphlogiftüic remedies ; ‘for 
when the prepuce was greatly fwelled, and but a 
little or not at all inflamed, I applied the acid of 
Litharge, diluted in two hundred parts of water, by 
way of a fomentation, with fuccefs. If in fucha 
cafe it fhould happen, that a fuffocation from the 
mais of the tumour, or a fuppreffion of urine fhould 
. be dreaded, then Cel/us’s method would be prefer- 
able to a deep incifion, as it was juft now faid, that 
he would only have the top of the prepuce fplit, 
till the flowing of the matter fhould be dimi- 
nifhed. 

The celebrated Alexander Monro * collected fome 
medicinal cures which happened contrary to expec- 
tation, amongft which is the following : 

A found middle-aged man had greatly fuffered by 
a contufion in the extremity of the penis; that 
part of the prepuce, which conftituted the froenum 
of the glans, arofe into a cryftaline large tumour ; 
Íome aromatic fomentations and fumigations were 
locally applied, and purges were given, but the tu- 
mour decreafed not; a flender briítle was drawn 

through : 


* Medic. Effays and Obfervat. Vol. V. Part, 2. No. 47. p. 494, 
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through the tumour, fo that way might be made for 
the diftending watery liquid to run out: but the 
event deceived the conceived hope, for an acute 
pain and violent inflammation enfued, fo that the 
briftle was obliged to be drawn out again, and a pul- 
tice of bread and milk applied to the part ; the tu- 
mour was greatly diminifhed the day following, 
entirely difappeared the next day, and returned no 
more. 

If thus lightly piercing the {welling prepuce by a 
hair or briftie produced 1uch an acute pain, and fo 
violent an inflammation, it ftill appears, that yet 
worfe muft be dreaded from a deep incifion of fuch 
a tumour. ! 

. It fometimes happens, that thefe inflammatory 
tumors of the penis, being treated by copious bleed- 
ing, only are diflolved, and the fchirrus remains; 
but this chiefly if, in the decline of the malady, 
{pirituous applications are ufed, which, from the na- 
tural flaccidity. of the parts, only ferve to in- 
creafe the malady. The prepuce of a^ impru- 
dent man remained, during his life, as .^ick and 
hard as a cow's hide, by fomenting that fwel- 
ling part with fpiris of wine and camphor, with- 
out the advice of a phyfician: when this evil is 
ftill recent, it can be amended, and fometimes 
even vanquifhed entirely, if at night the fomen- 
tation is made of fix parts of wine and water, one 
of vinegar, adding a dram of fal ammoniac to every 
pound of this fomentation : In the morning after 
a light friction let the part be covered with enplaf- 
trum de Mucilaginibus or of Melilot: fuch cafes are - 
not rate in town. ‘The celebrated De la Peyronie 
often obferved fuch a hardnefs in the cavernous bo- 
dies of the penis, which refifted the power of crude 
mercury, but they happily yielded to the Baregian 
M waters, after the venereal contagion was firft to- 
tally worked away. The application of the waters 

was 
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» was external for a long while. It is believed,* 
that (la douche) a dye made of the afhes of green 
wood, fupplies the defect of thefe waters. 
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! ^ Venereal buboe is cured by diffipating 
| it by plafters, by fuppurating it ; and 
if thefe prove fruitlefs, it muft be opened 
and cleanfed by purifying remedies. 


The buboe was before treated of in Sect. 1448, 
and the-figns by which it is diftinguifhed from other 
tumours which occupy the groin, and fometimes 
eccur in other difeafes, were given. E | 

It is fometimes obferved, that buboes yield to 
diffolving remedies without much difficulty, yet they 
frequently adhere a long time, verge to a very flow 
{uppuration, are but tedious in coming to maturity, 
and degenerate into ulcers fufficiently difficult of 
cure, which they render very tedious, as they fome-’ 
times harden into a {chirrous which grows rebellious 
even againft the beft remedies. B 

If a diffipation of a buboe can be obtained, it is 
moftly.defired by many ; but as the. venereal con- 
tagion exifts in the buboe, many have alfo from 
- hence feared, that a confirmed venereal difeafe would 
proceed, if the contagion fhould be mixed with the 
blood, by diffipating the tumour. | 

Antonius Mufa Brafavolus,+ who was formerly very 
famous in curing the venereal difeafe, doubted zumquid 
immaturus aperiri debeat ejufmodi abfceffus, an ultima con- 
cociio fit expecianda ? ego femper immaturum potius d 

| cidi 
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éidi valuerim non tamen penitus immaturum y ne ob 
dolorem inflammatio exoriatur: imo, fi incifio etiam 
fieret, antequam pus adeffet, conveniret. Nam malum 
non eft, ut aliquis adfit dolor, ob quem materia ad 
locum trabatur, €9 decurrat, poftea. apertum | fer- 
vetur, quantum fieri poterit, ulcus: ‘* whether an 
* abfcefs of this kind fhould be opened before it 
** came to maturity, or whether the laft digeftion of 
*« it was to be waited for? I always would have it to 
* be cut when in a ftate of immaturity, yet not 
** entirely fo immature, left an inflammation fhould 
** arife from the pain; ftill, if the incifion fhould 
* even be made before the matter was collected 
** there, it would not be inconvenient ; for fome pain 
* is’not hurtful, as it draws and makes the matter 
** run to the place affected ; the ulcer is to be kept 
“© open as much as poffible afterwards." Many were. 
not only of that fame opinion afterwards, but 
opened thofe buboes which were hard and inflamed, 
to the racking torment of the patient; they cut 
through the whole length of the tumour, that the . 
more way might be prepared for the received conta- 
gion to flow out. Sra/avolus neverthelefs ordered 
to beware of cutting the bubo when totally 1mma- 
ture; though ftill he would not have the ultimate 
digeftion of the hard tumour waited for. — 

Where Galen * treats of the cure of an inflamma- 
tion bred in glandular flefh, he condemns the fpeedy 
aperture of fuch tumours. Quin, fi pus aliquod no- 
tabile in fuppurante parte fit contentum, non expedit 
(quod nonnulli faciunt) protinus incidere, imo difcuffi-~ 
ouem moliri medicamentis ad id valentibus, quorum ufus 
ex affetiu fit conjeciatus. Quum enim phlegmones quid- 
quam in parte refiat, acria medicamenta potius irritant, 
quam difcutiunt. Quum vere, quod ex phlegmone re- 
linguitur, fcirrbofum effecium videtur, fidenter jam va- 
lentibus medicamentis uteris : ** Butif any remarkable 

. "pere 
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** corruption fhould be contained in the fuppurating 
.** part, it is not expedient to cut it immediately 
** as fome do, but that a diffolution of it be la- 
* boured for by the application of powerful reme: 
* dies, whofe ufe may be conjectured by their effe@ : 
* for when any kind. of. inflammation refts in the 
“¢ part, acrid medicines will rather irritate than dif. 
* folve its; but when any relict of an inflammation 
** is feen to produce a fcirrhous effe&, you may 
** then confidently make ufe of ftrong remedies.” 
He orders the part affected to be diligenily infpected 
morning and evening, that fome emollient remedies 
may be applied to it when the fwelling, pain, or 
.rednefs of it increafes; and, on the contrary, to ap- 
ply more powerful medicines to it,  /cirrboffores 
phlegmone fint. Sin aliquando puris copia medicamenta 
Juperet, nec ea videantur tibi totum difcutere poffe, 
Jecare, quod fic abjcefit, eo potiffimum loco oportet, 
quo eft editifimum , quippe tenuifimam etiam illic in- 
venies culim: '* if the inflammation becomes more 
* fcirrhous : but the quantity of matter may fome- 
* times vanquifh the medicines, nor muft a pofhi- 
** bility of diffolving the whole appear to you; cut 
** therefore what thus grows into an. abícets, parti- 
** cularly in that part which is moft prominent, for 
* you will alfo find the fkin very thin there.” 

I have known fome who maintained a contrary 
opinion, and urged, that it might be, poffible that 
Galen had not known the venereal difeafe, fo that 
what he faid concerning the cure of buboes may bear 
noauthority in treating of venereal buboes: as it 
particularly may be required in this cafe, that the 
more the received contagion adhering fixed in the 
buboe is to be expelled from the body, the great- 
er incifion 1s for that reafon to be made in the place 
affected ; but that infectious contagion adheres to 
the hard part of the bubo as well as to that which 
already grows into maturity, or in that fmall fhare 
of corruption already formed, and longer left there, 

Vor. XVII. S ! that 
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that it might gradually diffolve that ambient hard- 
nefs, and change it into corruption alfo: but when 
buboes are foon cut, the contingent air renders their 
maturity much more difficult; hor do they feldom 
degenerate into a fcirrhus whilft that hardnefs much 
longer adheres in the part. vr ene 

Fallopius * tttongly inveighed againft thofe who 
cut ctude buboes ; but he orders the mature ones to 
be cut through the whole length, as far as they rn 
along the groin: Laudat tamem magis cauflicum s 
quia per illud auferimus quantitatem corii, €9 fit latius 
ulcus, nec remanent caverne; ** yet he rather recom- 
« mends a cauftic, becaufe we by that method carry 
«* away a quantity of the fkin, and the ulcer becomes 


* broader, nor will the cavities remain;" namely, . 


of the hollows and fiftulas, which are exceeding 
hard to be cured : for that reafon he would not have 
a buboe remain clofed when advanced to maturity, 
until its integuments are fpontaneoufly opened by 
the corroding matter, and fome other little openings 
from whence fiftulas are likewife to be dreaded ; 
and Botallus advifed the like.+ E 

For very grievous evils, bred from buboes and 
fiftalas, are from hence to be feared, i£ they verge to 
a depth fo as that they cannot totally be cut out: for 
the corruption fometimes bécomes virulent and forms 


a gangrene, which creeps toward the abdomen, and 
the arteria cruralis, fometimes corroded by fuch cor- 


ruption, fuddenly occafions an hemorrhage. The 
celebrated Geulard [| avers to have known two fol- 


diers thus perifh. As therefore thefe celebrated men, - 


Boerhaave and Afiruc, with many others, have at- 


tempted to diffolve thefe buboes in their firft ap- - 


pearancé, and, left that fhould not fucceed, brought 
them to a fuppuration, but never cut hard, crude, 


inflamed . 


* De Morbo Gallico Cap. XCI. Aphrodif. p. 821. 

+ Aphrodifiac p. 873, 874. 

t Remarques & Obfervat. prát. fur les Malad. Vener. Sect, 
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inflamed. buboes ; I, by following the traces of fuch 
great men, and from my own obfervations, can con-- 
firm their method of curing them. ue noa 

I have attempted to-diffipate recent buboes of no 
great bulk with efficacious plafters, called the feru- 


. laceous gums, füch-as galbanum, ammoniacum, fagape- 


d-fich-like; all which fingly or compounded 
are gethatkably powerful, and are, with many more 
of the fame kind, to be fold in the fhops by that name. 
Emplaftrum de Ranis, fo called in the fhops, is very 
much recommended for this purpofe, particularly 
that to which crude mercury is added, and that too 
in a variable quantity, from whence it is called Em- 
plaftrum de Ranis, with mercury duplicated, tripli- 


cated, &c. Still it is to be noticed, that a falivation 


is often brought on by this plafter, when a large 
quantity of mercury is mixed with it, which muft 
be carefully minded, as fuch a quantity is not al- . 
ways requifite. 7 
Buboes are not often eafily diffolved, and when 

a fuppuration is required, they are but very difü- | 
cultly brought to maturity ; hence we fee that all. 
fuch remedies as commonly adhere ítrongly to the 
{kin have been applied, but ftill have an aromatic 
efficacy and a diffolving power in them, for which 
reafon they are ufefully applied to other tumours 
of an obítinate nature; and íhoe-makers wax or 
pitch poffeffes both thefe virtues of the ferulaceous 
gums; but it is ufeful to fhave off the hairs about 
the groin firft, left they fhould occafion great mo- 
leftation in renewing thefe plafters, for they are to be - 
Ienewed. In the Materia Medica there are two forms 
of fuch plafters defcribed, to which it is to be 
noted, that a large quantity of flower of fulpbur, is 
added; and in the one above one fourteenth of the 
whole mafs confifts of faccharum Saturni, then in the 
other which has the fhoe-makers pitch for its bafe, 
only one 21 of the whole, is in like manner of 

S 2 fugar 
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fugar of lead, which, as it is well Known, is pre-. | 


pared from lead, and its calx corroded by vinegar. 

It was the common opinion that there is a ftyptic 
repellant power in fugar of lead ; hence many had 
formerly condemned thefe prefcriptions ; but Goz/ard,* 
with great fuccefs, applied a folution of lead greatly fa- 
turated in vinegar, which he calls an exzraZ of Saturn, 
for curing of venereal buboes ; he diluted that in two 
hundred parts of pure water, and applied it in the 
manner of a fomentation, (this he calls aqua vegeto 
mineralis) or boiled the crumb of bread in it for a: 
pultice, and he prepared the extra of Saturn, by 
waxing it over by way of a cear-cloth: he applied 
fuch remedies as thefe to buboes, by which they were 
diffolved, though they had been of a great bulk, 
and a fluctuation of matter had been felt, copioufly 
paffing through the pores of the remaining entire 
fin, which daily moiftened all the aparatus.] He 
confirms the truth of this affertion by proper wit- 
neffes. | | 

If the buboe fhould obftinately refitt the hoped-for 
diffolution, and increafes rather than diminifhes in 
bigriefs, then a removal of it muft be thought of by 
a fuppuration ; the remedies requifite for bringing 
it into a mature abfcefs were before mentioned, in 
Sect. 403, where this matter was treated of; but 
let thofe remedies, which powerfully foften and 
bring a buboe to maturity, then diffolve it by a 
moderate heating ftimulus driven into the part be 
chofen: the manner of making this fuppurating 
pultice, according to the Materia Medica, is this; let 
foft ripe figs a long time boiled in water, until they 
are changed into a pulp, be the foundation of it, 
to which let honey and gum galbanum, firft diffolved 
in the yolk of an egg, be added, fo that it may 
equally be diftributed through the whole mafs of the 

| | pultice, 

*t Remarques & Obfervat. prat. fur les Malad. Vener. Sect. 71. 

Cap. III. p. 90, r11, &c. 

+ Ibidem, p. 118, 119. 
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pultice, which will be of excellent ufe if applied to 


the naked fkin, and covered with a pigs bladder, cut 
fo as to fit and lie upon it, that it may be {till foftened 


- by anointing and rubbing it with oil of almonds - 


thus the humidity of the puitice, and fragrance of 
the galbanum, are obftructed from diffipating out- 
wards; but it muft be ordered fo as that the pultice 
will perpetually operate upon the buboe, for fo its 
maturity will be much fooner obtained. Great care 
mult be alfo taken that the fhirt or bed-cloaths be 
not fouled by this pultice, which is to be renewed 
morning and evening. 

It plainly appears from the prefeription of this 
pultice, that many rnore fuch-like may be compofed 
by variety of ingredients which have the laine effi- 
cacyin them. When the buboe grows to maturity, 
let there be way prepared for the contained corrup- 


tion by an incifion, that it may not only flow freely 


‘out, but that an opportunity may be had of ape 


plying various acrid and deterging remedies to the 
foul bottom of the buboe, that it may be purified 
and then healed. | 

This the reafon why a buboe when foftened is cut 
out according to its whole length and breadth or 
ambit, rather than only pierced by a {mall opening ; 
that done, the adjacent parts muft be feduloufly ex- 
plored, by prefüng the fingers to try whether any 
caverns or fiftulas occur in the ambit of the ulcer, 
that thefe may be alfo cut away if poffible with fafe- 
ty; and thus a cure will be obtained, which would 


| otherwife be protracted to a longer date. 


Strong cleanfing and even corroding remedies ate 
ufually and prudently applied to the bottom of the 
ulcer, that a light cruft, which fometimes may be 
bred there, may be eafily feparated as the fuppura- 
tion increafes and leaves the bottom more pure. 
Let thofe places already purified be covered with 
foft digeflives, whilft more acrid remedies are {pread 
on thofe which are ftill filthy, There is a powder 

$3 defcribed 
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defcribed in the Materia Medica for this purpofe, con- | 
Gifting of two ounces of the leaves of fcordium pow- 
dered, two drams of white vitriol, and one dram of 
aloes mixed. Some others apply yet more acrid re-, 
medies, compofed of mercurial precipitates. — T he 
celebrated Grafbuis publifhed a differtation concern- | 
ing the generation of corruption, which was crowned 
with the approbation ef the royal academy of fur- 
gery, and to which they added notes, wherein * the 
following opinion is teftified : Bubones Venereos, dif- 
fieulter fuppurantes, efcbarotico applicato, ex Mercu- 
rio fublimato, breviffimo tempore in tabum purulentum 
liquefcere, docuit expertentia: “ Experience hath , 
- € taucht that venereal buboes, fuppurating but with. 
«difficulty, diffolve into purulent matter in a very) 
«* fhort time by an efcharotic application of fubli- . 
. ** maté mercury ;” yet there is need of a great deal í 
of prudence for admiltering that remedy, and alío 
in its external ufe. We read a horrid cafe in Deg- 
weruss + differtation annexed to the hiftory of the 
Dyfenteria Neomagenfis, where a noble matron, ha- 
ving a rifing tumour in her thigh, was perfuaded by 
an unfkilful quack to fuffer a cauftic plafter to be 
applied to the pained part; this matter being af- 
terwards examined, the plafter was found to have 
contained a large quantity of corrofive fublimate 
mercury interfperíed with it:' the like plafter had- 
been three times applied by the impudent perfuafian | 
of this imprudent fellow 5 from whence the unhappy 
- patient, after fuffering the moft intolerable torment- - 
ing pain, fellinto a-lalivation and was fuffocated. 
{ trembled at reading of Fallopius’s T treatife on 
buboes, becatile he fays, that to a buboe already 
opened, aliquando infpergeret pulverem, ex arfent- 
co, £9 auripigmento: ** the, powder of arfenic and 
^. ERE p AES /.Ó* orpiment 
* Remarques & Obfervat. prat. fur les Malad. Vener. Se&. 71. 
" Cap. IH. p. 100. o | ! 
4 De Dyfenteria biliofo-contagiofa, p. 234, & feq. 
1 De. Morbo Gallico Cap. CM. Aphrodifiac.: p. 82:. 
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** orpiment may be fometimes applied.” — Cer- 
tainly a decoétion of arfenic is recommended by 
fome for curing the itch, and to be applied by a 
{imple wafhing. Two foldiers, having got fome of 
the decoction of arfenic from a little old woman, 
wathed the places infected by the itch with it, the 
itch indeed vanifhed by this lotion, but ziri- 
ujque genitalia tanta inflammatio, atque intume[centia, 
invafit, ut adfpeciu borreudum. effet , quibus conpunéli — 
erant. intolerabiles dolores, vebemens febris, fitis, vi- 
gilie ; totufque locus affeffus brevi tempore tantam con- 
trabebat nigredinem gangrenofam, ut de perfecto fpba- 
ceo jam follicitus effem.* © fuch an inflammation 
* and Íwellngs invaded the genitals of thefe two 
men, that it was a molt Íbocking fight; to 
** thefe were joined intolerable pains, a violent fe- 
** ver, thirft and want of reft, and the whole place 
** affected contracted fuch a gangrenous blacknefs 
* info fhort a time, that I was then dreadfully ap- 
** prehenfive of a perfect fphacelus." | 

A feparation of the mortified parts was obtained 
by the care of Degzerus, and the {phacelated wretches 
were by flow degrees reftored to health: yet the de- 
coction of arfenic was not applied to the genitals, but 
to other itchy parts of the body; which would not be 
feared if powder of arfenic fhould be ftrewed upon 
the ulcerous fuperficies of the cut buboe. 

The opened buboe ought indeed oftener be treated 


as a filthy ulcer, that it may be well cleanfed and 


then brought to a fcar; but this fhould be acquired 
by the affiftance of fafe remedies, that the phyfician's 
reputation and the patient's health fhould not fuffer | 
by it. | 
As to the reft, a buboe when under fkilful hands 
admits little or no danger, though fometimes the 
cure is tedious. If a buboe [oon arifes from recent 
fufpected venery, after venereal ulcers had been in 


5 4 the 


* Degnerus de Dyfenteria biliofo-contagiofa, P. 214, 215. 
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the genitals, and after a gonorrhea but fparingly 
flowing had ftopped, without good figns of its a- 
mendment, the cure may be hoped to be much hap- 
pier and fhorter; for the flux of the gonorrhea be- 
inp augmented, and the venereal ulcers pouring out 
much corruption, the buboe, as I have feen, often 
fubfides in its beginning, without any fubfequent ve- 
nereal difeafe; let thofe directions in regard to diet, 
as well as to the cathartic remedies recommended in 
Sect. 1458, for the cure of a gonorrhea, be alfo 

followed. 
But when a buboe has been long unfkilfully tam- 
ered with, it comes to a great bignefs, and remains 
unchangeable in {pite of an application of even the 
beft remedies ; then it requires the fame cure that 
the venereal difeafe does, as will be faid in Set. 
1467, efpecially if the other figns of the confirmed 
Lues accompany it. If it degenerates into a fcit- 
rhous hardnefs, it fometimes obftinately refifts a fa- 
livation by mercury; but when a buboe has not 
acquired à ftoney hardnefs, the celebrated Afruc 
repofes {ome hope * aquarum thermalium fuper. bubo- 
nem embrochen iterando, inguen morbofum ftillicidio 
aque fiuentis fupponendo, demum tumori limum, qui in 
aque fundo colligitur, apponendo quotidie, ut coagulata 
limpha fenfim liquefiat, S tandem refolvatur, &c. cauta 
tamen opus eft, ac, ft bubo inde vare[cere, calefieri, do- 
lere, incipiat, Thermarum ufu ffatim abjtineat, ne fcir- 
rbus in Carcinoma degeneret: § in a repeated water- 
** ing the buboe with Bath or mineral waters, by 
** Jaying the infected grein under the fpout or drip- 
* pings ofthe running water, and finally, by daily ap- 
* plying the mud found at the bottom of the water to 
* the tumour, and holding :t there until its coagula- 
** ted parts are difiolved ; {till there is need of great 
** caution; for if the buboe fhould begin to decreafe, 
** erow hot and painful, the ufe of the baths mult 
| | « be 


* De Morbis Venereis, Lib. IIT. Cap. VI. p. 236. 
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** be immediately abítained from, left the fcirrhous 
** fhould degenerate into a cancer:" he prefers the 
Baregian waters to all others; the defect of which, 
as I have before-mentioned, can, according to the 
opinion of the famous furgeons of France, be fup- 
plied by a lye made of green wood aíhes : it feems 
probable, that other baths may not fruitlefsly be 
tried. I formerly, for the fake of exercifing a prac- 
tice in places to which no baths or mineral waters 
were contiguous, have endeavoured at an imitation 
of them by art; I have therefore impregnated water 
with fulphur and the filings of iron, and let it fall 
from the height of twelve feet upon the affected 
parts of the body; nor did it unfuccefsfully fall. 

I have upon another occafion mentioned, from the 
obfervations of Ruyfchius * in Sect. 1228, that by 
cutting the venereal buboe before it arrived to per- 
fect maturity, the lymphatic veffels had been cut, 
from whence a great quantity of water daily flowed ; 
that fkilful anatomift, by laying of fplints tight- 
ly bound under the part affected, repreffed the 
courfe of the water through the afcendant lympha- 
tic veflels, and happily cured that troublefome di- 
flillation. 


SE GC. -MeECCCLXE: 


Teflicle when fwelled is to be fomented 
in the manner explained in Sect. 1460; 
if the cafe 1s urgent, blood muft be repeatedly 
drawn from the arm until the part affected. 
plainly returns to a natural ftate. 


A tumour of the tefticle bred from the venereal 
 difeafe, or at leaft from a venereal contagion, was 
before treated of by many circumftances in Sect, 
| 1450; 

9 Obfervat, Anatom. Chirurg, No. 41. p. 49. . 
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1450 ; it then appeared, that a venereal virus is not 
requifite at all times for producing fuch a- tumour 
of the tefticle, fo as to penetrate its fubftance, but 
that it is fufficient, if a free diícharge of humours 
.be prepared in the wonderful fabric of the tefticles, — 
when obítru&ed by any caufe whatfoever: it was 
alfo remarked, that a tumour of the tefticles moft 
frequently follows from a fuppreffed gonorrhea, or 
from a lefs copious flux of it than ufual, as alío 
from an imprudent ufe of acrid diuretic hot reme- 
dies: from whence let the patients be therefore - 
guarded againft the ufe of irritating diuretics as the 
flux returns ; fuch are balfam of fulphur, ethereal 
oil of tunpentine, &c. but the gtimour of the tefti- 
cle ufually fubfides, and is entirely cured in a fhort 
time, if proper remedies, are applied to the evil whilft 
it is recent, otherwife an inflammation and all its 
train of evils are to be dreaded. 

If therefore a tefticle fhould begin to fwell, and 
the tumour be foon increafed, grow hot, the fkin 
of the {crotum be extended and reddened, with a fe-- 
ver attending it, it is to be immediately fuccoured by 
a copious bleeding, which fhould be repeated until 
the fymptoms are much diminifhed. Let a purging 
and fufficient operating antiphlogiftic be then given, 
whofe compofitions are various, according to the Ma- 

. teria Medica in Se&. 396, No. 2, where the cure of an 
inflammation 1s treated of ; let thefcrotum be wrapt up 
jn fomentations the moit emollient, to every pound of | 
which add a dram of fal ammoniac, and an ounce or 
two of vinegar. Sydenbay * cured a tumour of the 
tefticle, though not a recent one, by the fame me- 
thod : Meque mibi religio eft, quocumque bujus mali. 
tempore fanguinis uncias, novem vel decem, e brachia 
ito detrabere, quod tefticulo tumefadgo refpondet, fi tá- 
soris magnitudo, t9 vehementia doloris, id mibi fua- 
deant: “ nor do I make any fcruple of drawing 
* nine or ten ounces of blood from that arm on 
* the 
* Epi& II. Refpanf. p. 425. ; 
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—.. * the fame fide of the {welled tefticle, in any time of 
* the evil, if the magnitude of the tumour, and the 
'* vehemency of the patients pain urge me to it; 
- for a diffolution of the fwelling in the tefticle is to 
— be attempted by every method, that other difcharges. 
of an inflammation may be avoided, which are here 
often dangerous and always difficult to be cured: 
|. from whence Sydenham recommends a fomentation of 
 emoliient remedies, by adding the leaves of benbaze 
thereto, which mollify the acute pains often accom- 
panying the tumour of the tefticles by a local ap- 
plication ; he applied a pultice of oxycratum and bean 
meal to the tumour; he alfo ufed cathartic and re- 
frefhing remedies, and enjoined the patient to more 
_ilender diet for vanquifhing the difeafe ; he alfo or- 
dered a plentiful fhare of nitrous diluted emulfions, 
to be drank as a íafe-guard againft a venereal 
erection of the penis, which is to be feared in this 
cafe. | 
The weight of the fwelled tefticle pulls upon 
the fpermatic chord, and ío produces very great 
pain; hence the patient is required to lie in bed, 
tor fo the teíticles will be fupported, the fomenta- 
tions will be more commodioufly applied, and can 
be more eafily renewed at will. When the tumour 
of the tefticle is by thefe means diminifhed, it fhould 
be fuftained .by a proper bandage, that the patient 
may fafely rife out cf bed; the fcrotum is then alfo to 
be covered with a foft emplafirum mucilagiuum, diapom- 
pholygos, &c. fee the prefcription in the Materia Me- 
dica tor this purpofe. Many ufe emplaftrum de vanis 
with mercury to the fame end ; or mercurial un&ion, 
with which they rub the fwelling tefticle; but fill 
a Íchirrhous hardnefs is to be dreaded after the in- 
-fHammation is already much diminifhed: but the 
mercurial friction is continued until a light faliva- 
tion is brought on, which has been profitable ;* 
S Cds aet aM hA (fag adt others 


* Hoffm. Med. ration. & fyftemat, tom. IV. part. V. p. 184. 
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others have ufed powerful mercurial purges, parti- 
. cularly turbith mineral, nor would that be unfuccefs- 
ful if the evil had been recent, and the dread of a 
AU den removed by bleeding and the antiphlo- | il 

"itic method. 

If the fuppreffion of a gonorrhea fhould precede 
"d tumour of the PS a fudden diflolution is 
to be hoped for, and that a copious flux will alfo 
return through the urethra, therefore this flux is 
to be incited, as was before mentioned concer- 
ong this matter in Sect. 1458. 

I have known the external and internal ufe of 

* cicuta to have proved very beneficial whilft a fcirr- 
hous hardnefs remained in the tefticle after an inflam- 
mation of the fame. A gonorrhea being fuddenly 
fuppreffed in a man of forty-feven years of age, by 
an aitringent injection, a hard fcirrhous tumour, 
bigger than a man's fift, arofe in the fcrotum, yet 
both tefticles were free and found: that tumour re- 
mained for a year and a half, for every attempt of 
removing it by plafters, fomentations, the ftrongeft 
mercurials, and even a falivation proved fródilets 
the extract of cicuta was given to him, and the 
dofe was fucceffively augmented ; though he had ta- 
ken an entire dram of 'the exiralt of cicuta, then 
on the twentieth day of taking it, there was no 
change of the tumour obferved : on the thirtieth day 
he took a dram and a half of the fame remedy, and 
the tumour began to foften in three days after; 
then a purge, wherein mercurius dulcis was mixed, 
was given : after forty days the patient took two 
drams of the extra& of cicuta every day, and the 

‘tumour diminifhed : he continued this dofe for five 

* months, füli interpofing a mercurial purge every 

fourteen days : the tumour wasthen totally diffolved, 

and the man entirely found ; but he plencifully deut 

a decoction made of the roots of Bardana * during 
the time of the cure. 

SES.P 
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DUBIO TO UMGUCOEXTE, 


s N D puftules, called fhankers, are to be 

| corroded to the quick by mercurials ; 
then they are gradually healed by milder re- 
medies of the fame kind. ‘ 


It was before faid, in Set. 1444, how thefe puf- 
. tules are to be known and diftinguifhed from other 
evil. . "oH 
It is eafily underftood, that there is need of great 
caution in treating thefe evils for it is evident from 
what has been before faid in Sect. 1445, that the 
venereal virus adhering in the external parts of the 
ikin, which produced venereal puftules or fhankers 
there, can be difperfed throughout the body from 
thefe affected places, and create the worft of evils. 

Some have believed, that the whole evil could be 
carried away, if thefe fufpe&ted puftules, called ve- 
nereal fhankers, had been totally deftroyed; which 
was attempted by ftrong efcharotic remedies, with 
this hope, that the contracted virus, together with 
the integuments of the fkin to which it adhered, 
Íhculd be converted into a dead fcab. 

Such a cure formerly fucceeded in cafe of fimilar 
evils, not bred from a venereal contagion, but from 
other caufes in the genitals of both fexes. Lanfranc, 
that formerly celebrated furgeon*, who wrote about 
the year 1296, and about two hundred years before 
the venereal difeafe was known in Europe, ufed a co/- 
Lyrium (which takes its name from him) for curing 
the ulcers of the penis: that remedy confifted of one 
pound of white wine, a dram of verdigreafe, and two 
drams of auripigmentum, which afforded a ee 

acri 


* LeClerc hiftoire de. La Medicine, p. 79o. 
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acrid local remedy. Other authors, who treated the 
like evils bred in the genitals by a venereal con- 
tagion by the like method, attempted to extinguifh 
the contagion in thofe places where it manifefted it- 
felf by a puftule or little ulcer. | 

So Foannes de Vigo,* in his treatife of the cure 
of the venereal difeafe, fays; that the cure is to be 
perfe&ed by the adminiftration of local remedies. 
Imprimis veniendo ad originem morbis videlicet ad 


puftulas, que folent. accidere in virga y dico, quod, ex 


quo ifie puftule (ut fuperius dictum fuit) non eveniunt » 
zif a caufa primitiva, fine aliqua. temporis iniermif- , 


fione protimus medicamine acuto, malignitatem earum 


interficiente, funt. delende, ut exinde. earundem malitia | 
per totum corpus non extendatur : ** By firft coming | 


* at the origin of the difeafe, namely, at the pul- 
* tules which ufually happen in the penis; I fay 
<< fo becaufe thefe puftules, as. was before faid, come 
* not from thence, unlefs by a primitive caule ; 
* then, without any intermiflion of time, they muft 


* be immediately worked away by an acute medi- , 


** cine, capable of deftroying their malignity, that 
* jt may not be afterwards fpread throughout the 
** whole body." 

But we can never be abfolutely certain whether 
the received contagion may adhere to this puftule 
or ulcer only; for a part of the contagion could 
have been eafily abforbed by the abiorbent veins, and 
have already infected their mafs, whilft another 

art of it is entangled in the vefíels, or cutaneous 
folliculi, and there produces a local evil. 

For it appears from what has been hitherto faid, 
that the venereal virus oftner infects the whole mats 
of blood, though no eruption may appear on any 

art of the fkin, until it in fome time after declares 
itfelf in fpots and puftules there, and that often 
with a great releafement from pains, by which the 
wretched patients are tormented, when the evil is 

depofited 
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depofited in the fkin by a metattafis or removal 5 
but although there might be fome hopes of de- 
Atroying the local contagion, with a part of the in- 
teguments, by efcharotic applications, where the 
.reft of the body is as yet uninfeéted; this fortu- 
mate event cannot be expected when the infe&tion, 
circulating with the humours of the body in the 
vefiels, and afterwards thrown upon the fkin through 
a metaítafis, has produced puftules and venereal 
ulcers; for it appears from what has been {aid in 
Sect. 1442, that fome puftules and venereal fhan- 
kers, are produced by a topical application of the 
virus, and others from the diftemper tranflated to 
the fkin by a metaftafis ; and in fuch a cafe the lo- 
cal application of remedies can never be fafely con- 

ded in. | 
Joannes de Vigo* diftinguifhed this matter alfo 
by joining the following opinion to what has been 
juft now quoted from him. Secus faciendum effet, fi 
praditie puftuie ortum accepilfent a caufa antecedenti + 
quia (nifi fatia univerfali purgatione) localia auxilia, 
ante corporis purgationem, regulariter operando, non 
effent applicanda: “ It is to be performed in another 
* manner if the forefaid, puftules had received their 
** birth from an antecedent caufe, becaufe (that un- 
lefs an univerfal purgation be made) no local aid 
is to be applied before the body is regularly 
urged ;" but a corrofion of venereal fhankers, 
and that even to the quick, is often feen to have 
unfortunately happened under this author's hands by 

- corroding remedies ; for he confeffes, that he ought 
fometimes to have repeated that corrofion ; quia in- 
terdum be puftule fanabantur, €. iterum ad crepatu- 
ram veniebant, cum malignitate carnis; unde opera 
pretium fuit, [aepenumero curationem renovare: ** be- | 
** caue thefe puftules were fometimes healed and 
* burftopen again with a malignity of the flefh, 

** from 
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<< from whence it was as often worth while to renew 
* the cure of them,” | 

Whilft this corrofion is attempted, the place af- 
fe&ed grows into a fcab, under which the contracted 
virus, which had been abforbed by the veins, often 
lurks, infeéts the whole body, and manifefts itfelf 
in a fhort time in many more places of it: this I 
remember to have happened to a young man of a 
perfect found body, who had contracted a venereal 
ulcer in the exterior fide of the fkin of the penis af- 
terimpure venery. A furgeon, boafting of a cer- 
tain and fpeedy cure by deftroying the local evil, 
touched it with lapis infernalis ; but it fell out 
quite otherwife, for in four days after, the patient's 
face was fouly fpotted over with foetid warts, which 
were in a fhort time after difperfed alfo all over the 
body; he was alfo tormented with nocturnal pains 


in all the ligaments of his joints, and he began to 


fecla pain in his jaws ; from whence the miferable 
patient, fearing fome worle evil, underwent a fevere 
falivation, that he might be radically cured. And 
Vigo* had the fame ill fuccefs after a corrofion of 
fuch venereal puftules ; for he acknowledges, that 
though he, by his method, malignitatem ulceris, C9 
puftularum, interficiendo, locum ulceratum, vel pufiulo- 
Jum, ad digeftionem materiei benigne,  mundifica- 
tionem loci, cum purgatione multarum. materierum, per- 
duxiffet, tamen, pofl cicatrizationem, pufiule [cabiofeey 
€9 ulcerofe, C9 interdum verrucofe, per totum corpus 
fpargebantur. Unde balnea, linimenta, aliaque, ad- 
hibere debuit; €2, quia aliquando bujuscemodi morbus. 
obedientiam minime preftare folet, prefertim ad dolores 
auferendos, idcirco, quum anteditla curatione. ifle mor- 
bus, cum fuis doloribus, €9 puftulis, removeri non poffit, 
tunc ad ulteriora remedia tranfeundum eff; praefertim, 
ad un&liones, C9 cerota, in quibus ingreditur. argentum 
vivum : “ had vanquifhed the malignity of the ul- 

cer 
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-** cer and puftules by confuming the.ulcerated or 
.^* puftulous place, and then bringing it. toa diyef- 
* tion of benign matter, and to a purified ftate, 
** with a purgation of much matter, yet after the 
** part, was cicatrized, fcabby, ulcerous,. and fome- 
* times wart-like. puftules, were ptead all. over 
** the body: hence baths, liniments,. and other 
.** remedies ought to be applied, and. that becaufe 
** a difeafe of this kind 1s. generally very obftinate : 
* therefore, when this difeafe, with.its pains and 
* puftules cannot be removed by the aforefaid cure, 
E: HER S muit be had to farther remedies, parti- 
** cularly to thoíe unctions and cere-cloths in Tuck 
.** crude mercury is mixed,” 

It appears from all thefe circumftances, that great 
caution is eee whilft the extinction and extir- 
pation. of the contracted venereal conta gion is at- 
tempted by corroding remedies locally applied to 
that part to which alone it is believed the whole con- 
tagion adheres.  Botallus, T. candidly acknowledges, 
that he had in his juvenile days, following: the traces 
of others, applied acrid corroding remedies. for the 
fame Popes but growing more adult, and cautious 
ja the .exercife, of his art, ,he changed 1 from that Opi- 

nion; for he learned that thefe app! lications Z/Zs P 
Jaxat fuiffe prefidio, qui recenter morbum contraxerant 
Jfc ut totum, vel pene, quod infectum erat, illo extingue- 
retur : fed bos vel etiam fanat integre fimplex aque fo- 
Ius, vel repetita. (ft aliqualis fit durities) precipitati 
afperfio, in mullum difcrimen egrum inducentia : **. had 
*- been only as a defence to thoie who rece ae con- 
* tracted the difeafe, fo that the whole or almoft 
* ail that which was infected, fhould be freed from 
* it;-.or but a fimple fomentation of water. alfo 
* cures thofe e ee or a repeated iprinkling. of 
** precipitate (if there be any hardnefs) will bring 
** the patient under no danger.” But it was often 

Vor. XVIL T faid 
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faid before, that recent venereal evils are of all 
others the fafeft carried away, if the place affected 
is fo difpofed, by fomentations, and milder corroding 
remedies, that the morbid virus, together with the 
corruption, may be difcharged from the body. 4 
adminiftratione enim eorum, que vebementer carnem 
fubditam exftinguunt, ulcus ficcum manet. acto dierum 
fpatio, quod tantum abeft, ut prodeffe poffit, ut obfit po- 
tius non leviter ; nam, quantum feri poleft, colluvies 
a parte affedta e veftigio oft eximenda y mec quia illud 
altius imprimitur, ob id plus juvat ,| mon enim omne 
infecinm enecat y fic, quod reliquum eft, occlufa per cau- 
flicum illi via, circumftam ulceri carnem valentius in- 
ficit, &&c...* For by the adminiftration of thofe re- 
* medies which powerfully diffolve that counter- 
« feit flefh, a dried ulcer remains for the fpace 
« of eight days, which is fo far from being bene- 
‘© ficial that its prefence is rather of a greater hin- 
* drance, for the filth is to be rooted out from 
** the part affected as much as poffble; nor be- 
* caufe it is more deeply imprefled, for that ftill 
** helps it, for it deadens not all that is infected, 
* fo that what is left fhut up by the application of 
* the cauftic, more vehemently infects the flefh 
* fituated around the ulcer in making way for it-- 
dE - Coe 

[t will not be incongruous to add fomething con- 
cerning venereal warts here, which often attack the 
cenitals of both fexes, and beget no light molefta- 
tions, It is known, that the internal fuperficies of 
the prepuce, and particularly the’ whole glans of 
the penis, are fometimes rendered rough and thick 
by fuch warts ; for there is a numerous feries of 
nervous fenfible’ papille,* which lie from the 
corona of the glans unto the orifice of the ure- 
thra," on the fuperficies of the fpongy fabrick, 
and fo'cover the exterior ambit of the glans, that 
| Phe caus Ra n TES thefe 
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thefe extreme nerves here, the proper inftruments of 
pleafure and pain, being conftrained under the more 
tender membrane of the glans, lie mutually incum- 
bent to each other; if therefore the venereal virus 
país'd through and gnawed this moft flender exter- 
nal membrane of the glans, thefe papilla become 
naked, and fometimes excite intolerable pain : if now 
the flender cellular fabrick is confumed by the venereal 
corruption, the papiilze grow out freed from that bond, 
and form into venereal warts, which fometimes de- 
form the glans fo as to render it like a hedge-hog, 
and almoft obftruct all the motion of the prepuce : 
fuch warts are obferved around the pudenda and anus 

in women. : e 
And I have feen fuch venereal warts bred in the 
very channel (particularly near the end) of the ure- 
thra: thefe warts beget an almoft intolerable itch- 
ing in the nymph and vagina in women, who by 
Ícratching make them degenerate into a malignant 
nature, and grew to a greater bulk; then they are 
ufually called crifte, ficus, manice. Botallus* 
faw dum junior adbuc effet, Hifpanum, glamdem. uni- 
verfam, atque preputium, magnis verructs obfitam ba- 
bentem, que ad tantam molem pervenerant, ut totam 
glandem obtegerent, preputium in fummum extendentes, 
cum maximo dolore, quem fecare fuit neceffum per lon- 
gitudinem, ufque ad glandis radicem y fic enim omnia 
patebant, &8 dolor quievit : multe autem verruce erant, 
que parvi digiti magnitudinem. excederent: ** in his 
* juvenile days a Spaniard having the whole glans 
** and prepuce befieged with venereal warts, which 
* increafed to fuch a magnitude, that they hid the . 
** whole glans, füll enlarging the prepuce to the 
* oreateit degree, and with moft intolerable pain, as 
—* there was a neceffity for. cutting it through the 
** whole length even to the root of the glans, for 
** thus allthe infide became vifible, and the pain 
: de — & ceafed ; 
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‘© ceafed ; but there were many warts which might 
« have exceeded the magnitude of a man's little 
* finger.” Henry Ab Heers law "T warts bred in the 
under part of the glans by impure venery, and 
amongít thefe was one which exceeded the magni- 
tude of an acorn, and was ftuck around with fixty- 
five little heads or infant warts. 5 J 

Phyficians know that thefe warts are always &o 
be treated with great caution, particularly if they 
adhere to the fin, as it were, by a large bale: 
when they adhere by a flender pendulant kind of a 
‘thread, they are fafely carried away by a ligature 
around, or by cutting them; but when they take 
birth from a venereal virus they are of a worfe na-_ 
ture, and fometimes. are with great difficulty to be 
eradicated, for they often bud into a greater num- 
ber. | 
^^ They have fometimes been attempted to be cured 
ina cruel manner ; for the greater ones have been 
cut away by a razor or fcifars, and the places they 
crew in were touched with aqua fortis, by the tact 
of which the fmaller ones were corroded. Botailus 
- ufed the following method ;* he fplit the prepuce 
that all the warts there might appear, then cured 
them by cutting or corrofives. Still he alfo recom- 
mended the ufe of fuch remedies for thefe as are 
ufaally to be applied for taming or eradicating a ve- 
neréal contagion. — Y^ 

I have often feen fuch warts to bud afrefh, be- 
"come more numerous, and of a more malignant na- 
ture ;-in a fhort time after being cut, I have feen 
them in no mànüer to be forced to difappear, but 
ftill grow exceffive big, and cover the glans after 
afalivation, until the prudent application of lapis 
infernalis had made them all. fall, and rendered the 
patient found. A young man had many fhankers 
y "rf os , ‘ VIS OH às Ax aC z 4 vd 4 oe, in 
Fr. 
+ Obfervat. Medicar. libro unico, p. 94. 
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in the glans and prepuce, which daily corroded the 
adjacent parts, and ftruck the patient with great 
dread, which urged him to have immediate récourfe 
to falivation. The venereal fhankers were foon | 
_ enough healed, ‘but prefently a great number of 
warts fprang up in the glans of the penis, which 
were afterwards very fafely healed by touching them 
with lapis infernalis. | 
~ But this I have learned from many fimilar obfer- 
vations, that the ufe of efcharotic remedies is by far 
fafer, or that of {trong mercurial purges, or fuch- 
like, if the malignity of the venereal contagion had 
been enervated or entirely rooted out ; and {till more 
io, if the warts had been firft fomented by an emol- 
lient decoction, before the more acrid remedies were 
applied: thus let the corrofive remedies be after- 
wards applied, that the fcabs may foon fall off. I 
have joyfully {een other men, famous for curing the 
venereal difeafe, of the fame opinion. So William 
Fordyce * relates a café of a man, who, being un- 
happily cured of a gonorrhea, had the corona of the 
glans every where befet with venereal fhankers.and 
warts ; by drinking a pure decoétion of Sariapa- 
rilla, the fhankers were indeed amended, but not 
entirely healed until fix ounces of mercurial unction 
had, by repeated frictions, confumed them: {till 
there remained fome warts after the fhankers were 
healed, but he abolifhed them by a common cauttic; 
and he therefore recommends the ufe of this remedy 
when the warts continue rebellious, after the conta- 
gion is routed by antivenereal medicines. The ufe 
of lapis infernalis has this conveniency in it, that 
it can be applied toa determined place, without flow- 
ing to any neighbouring part which ought not to be 
corroded ; for it alfo quickly deftroys the part it 
touches with fcarce any pain. An emollient fomenta- 
tion foon provokes the mortified part to a fuppuration, 
| | and 
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and if any particles of the warts remain, they are 
taken away by a frefh touch of the lapis infer- 
nalis. 

Sill there is need of great caution whilft fuch 
warts of the penis and prepuce are to be carried 
away by cutting, bringing on 4 fcab, or by liga- 
ments about them; for if they begin to itch, grow 
painful, red or livid, which is far worle ; if the mar- 
gins, particularly of the greater, fhould be inflamed, 
Í always abftain from the ufe of more acrid reme- 
dies, and am always careful that they fhould be onl 
perpetually cherifhed by an emollient decoction, 
whilft a ftrong mercurial purge was at the fame 
time given: /urbith mineral was particularly pro- 
fitable in this cafe, as I have already remarked in 
Se&. i272, where the expulfion of the worms was 
treated of: thus have I feen the warts to have fallen 
in a few days without the application of ligatures or. 
corroding remedies. | 
The famous Alexander Monro, * in his treatife of 
fortunate cures, which fometimes happen beyond 
hope, recites a cafe which was happily crowned with 
fuccefs by the application of emollient remedies to 
the difeafes in the genitals, which was muéh. acer- 
bated by another method of cure. A fmatlwart 
arofe on the extreme margin of the prepuce of a, 
young man, who cut it away with a razor; not long 
after, the interior fuperficies of the prepuce began 
to be attacked by many more fuch excrefcents of a 
pale red, which hung by a little ftalk ; when the 
prepuce was drawn up, fome greater tufts were 
feen on the glans. In vain were mercurial un&ions, 
aftringents, eícharotics, and many other remedies 
tried to banifh them, and the patient even país'd a 
íalivation with no better effect. 

The celebrated Monro tried only one of thefe 
warts by tying a wax thread tightly round the neck 

of 
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of. it, which gave the patient great pain, but that 
foon vanifhed ; then, in the fpace of two days, the 
girded wart fell, and the place it occupied appeared 
imooth and found. A young furgeon, who was 
preíent at this operation, was ordered to tie up all 
the reft in the fame manner: he tried the liga- 
ture upon another wart the day following, but as 
the furgeon was timorous though the patient was 
 Obedient, he tied not the thread hard enough fo as 
to intercept all communication between the live vef- 
dels and the wart: the patient fuffered great pain 
during that day, and the day following a great in- 
flammation arofe there, which required a copious 
bleeding: fomentations, and pultices compofed of 
emollient remedies, were jointly applied to the place 
affected, by which the inflammation was diminifhed 
within the fpace of two days, and all thefe excrefz 
cences were rermerkably diminifhed : but when the 
inflammation totally fubfided, all thefe warts became 
rough: then, by the application of emollient reme- 
dies continually, during the fpace of eight days, the 
warts all vanifhed, fo that not a trace of any one of 
them remained by which the places they emerged 
from could be diftinguifhed from the reft of the 
found fkin.. The celebrated Mozro would have the 
happinels of this cure attributed to that new-born 
inflammation, rather than to the application of the 
emollient remedies: but Beerbaave before * endea- 
voured to inculcate the ufe of emollients to all others 
of the faculty : Sz imprudens rerum Chirurgus nuda- 
tam tenui fua membranula fuperficiem vivam papillofam 
glandis acribus irritaverit, contigit fepe, ut totum pe- 
Wis corpus dirifimum in modum inflammaretur, turge- 
ret, priapifio, exquifitiffimos dolores pariente, laboras 
ret. Unde C9 ad boc mali genus emollientia, laxantia, 

 bumetlantia, anodyna, extrorfum allicientia, fecurifima 
prefidia [unt y que vel [ero applicare cogeris, ubi tur- 
454 £45, 
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bas, per vodentia excitatas, compefcere debebis. — Lacie, 
9 althea, prafliti bic, que argentum vivum nequi- 
verat y unpuento althee, aut nutrito, perfect, quod 
Aegyptiaca, €9 mercurialibus, negabatur: ** M. a fur- 
“© eon,’ through ignorance or imprudence in thefe 
** matters, fhould have irritated the nervous fu- 
* perficies of the glans, divefted of its: flender lit- 
* tle membrane by acrid remedies, it often hap- 
** pens, that thé whole body of the penis becomes in- 
* flamed in a moft fhocking manner, then {wells and 
* Jabours with a priapifm, productive of very ex- 
quifite pains ; from whence emollient, laxative, 
** diluting, anodyne, and outward-drawing reme- 
<< dies; are a moft fecure defence againft this kind 
** of. evil; which you ought thus to reprefs, or you 
<¢ will be forced to a late application of thofe re- 
* medies, where this train of evils had been roufed 
* up by corftoding remedies. I have fucceeded in 
* fuch a cafe by ufing milk and althea, when crude 
“© mercury: could avail nothing; or I have by the 
* ointment. of althea, performed that which re- 
* fifted the virtue of mercurials.” 

I have: afterwards feen that a celebrated phy- 
fician of the faculty of Paris * had with fuccefs 
applied corrofive fublimate diffolved in. fpirit of 
wine, diluted in-à quadruple quantity of warm 
water; but twenty grains ‘of this fublimate were 
diffolved in two pounds of the'fpirits of wine, fo 
that every. pound of this mixture contained eight 
pounds of water and two grains of the corrofive 
fublimate, which certainly could not be hurtful, 
not even in the exertion of its greateft irritating 
force, when applied to venereal warts.. The anus 
and perineum, being the places befet with thefe 
warts, were twice a day wafhed with this remedy. 

| The 
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‘The warts were of a pale colour, a foft confiftency, 
and equaled the top of a man’s little finger in 
thicknefs. "Phe utility of thefe lotions manifeftly 
appeared.in a few days after, for in ten days time 
they all difappeared, but perifhed not ; for fome yel- 
low {pots remained in thofe places of the fkin only 
which were occupied by the greater warts: thefe 
{pots were altogether like thofe difperfed all over the 
fuperficies of the body, and remaining in the fkin 
after venereal puftules are healed. ‘This corrofive 
fublimate was alfo internally ufed, to fuch a 
quantity that eight parts of a grain of it fhould be 
iwallowed in the fpace of five nights ; but though 
all the remaining fymptoms of the venereal difeafe 
had been chafed away by the fole internal ufe of 
this remedy, the warts ftill obftinately remained un- 
til alio extirpated by an external lotion of the 
fame remedy, diluted in a quadruple quantity of 
warm water. 

But it may be certainly concluded, that the cure 
of thefe venereal warts was owing to that external 
wafhing ; for two warts were bred in the right labium 
of a pudenda, which the female patient had never 
touched by wafhing them, for fhe was only folli- 
citous about fome others which were in the peri- 
neum and anus; fo that thefe difappeared, but the 
two in the pudenda tenacioufly kept their places, un- 
til fhe was advifed to wafh them alfo by the fame 
_ remedy, by which they in a few days vanifhed. 
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S E C T. MCCCCLXIV. 


U T thofe internal remedies I have pre- 
{cribed in Sect. 1458, are to be com- 
monly ufed. | 


. For the contagion adheres in the place affected, 
Which many have attempted to root out by acrid 
corroding remedies before it fhould infect the whole 
body: the more prudent have fomented the place 
affected by the moft emollient fomentations; then 
endeavoured to excite a fuppuration there by the 
mildeft irritating remedies, that the venereal virus 
might be expelled the fame way it entered: fo, as 
it was faid in the cure of the gonorrhea, let us en- 
deavour to promote the flux through the urethra, 
that the contagion may be alfo driven out, whilft all 
poffible care fhould at the fame time be applied, 
that it be vehemently excluded from the body, or 
rendered inactive, fo as that that part of the conta- 
gion which is abforbed, and flows through the vef- 
fels with the humours, may not be depofited in 
other places of the body, and produce new evils. 

But how and by what remedies that can be ob- 
tained, has been faidin Sect. 1458, where the cure 
of the gonorrhea was treated of. 


SEC T. 
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SEC T. MCGCCLXV. 


H E venereal fuor in women is cured 
| by the fame remedies (prefcribed in 
Sect. 1458.) | : 


The cure of a gonorrhea in women was before 
mentioned in Sect. 1447, and how that differs from 
a gonorrhea in men ; together with the manner of 
diftinguifhing that venereal fluor from the fluor al- 
bus in women. It was then remarked, that the go- 
norrhea in women can be divided into different kinds, 
according to the different places it occupies in the 
female finus; from whence a greater or lefs diffi- 
culty of a cure alfo follows: but as all that regards 
the diagnoftics and prognoftics were there ex- 
plained, it now remains that fomething be faid con- 
cerning the cure of it. 

The general direétions to be here obferved are the 
very fame which were recommended for the cure of 
the virile gonorrhea, namely, that all the contagion 
contracted by impure venery, and infecting the parts 
in women, may be purged out with this fluor: 
hence all aftringent remedies are to be feduloufly 
abítained from, for the fluor is rather to be aug- 
mented that the contagion may flow out with it, left 
that part of it which had been abforbed may attack 
the reft of the body. | 

All the prefcriptions therefore recommended in 
Se&. 1458, alfo conduce to a cure of a female go- 
norrhea ; yet itis to be known, that women cannot 
bear fuch ftrong purgations, nor to frequently re- 
peated, as men indeed can, efpecially if they are of 
a lax habit of body, and a nervous texture, capable 
of being eafily irritated. Tamarinds, manna, fena 
leaves, cafa, €Pc. are fufficient in fuch cafes for dif- 

folving 
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folving the humours, that the contraéted venereal 
virus may not eafily adhere in them. Mercurial 
purges are but feldom uted here, and then. but of 
the milder kind and in lefs ii ftirred up in thefe 
quantities. 

It was faid in treating of the virile gonorrhea, that 
much exercife Was very Injurious, and that it fome- 
times rendered that evil incurable; yet motion is 
not offenfive to the female fex but rather profitable, 
as it provokes a more happy difcliarge of the fluor 
through the vagina: the ftructure of the genital 
parts in women teaches the reafon of this, 


4 
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U T partibalarby by powerful detergent 


‘fomentations and mercurials. 


The odi In à x abe Se adheres in the ure- 
thra, where the local application of remedies 1s more 
dificult, and can only be applied in a lefs quantity 
by injections or the bougies ; befides, there is need 
of great caution in preferving the interior part of the 
urethra from being irritated by the remedies applied 
there, particularly if of a more acrid kind. There ts 
lefs to be feared in the female vagina, if that dif- 
‘charges a quantity of venereal fluor by diftilling ul- 
cers; for fponges, wetted with detergent remedies, 
can be eafily applied and contained in the vagina, 
though thefe may be fufficiently active : from whence 
fuch a detergent decoéction, by which the pudenda 
is to be often wafhed in the day, is approved of in the 
Materia Medica, particularly when. the evil adheres 
in the external parts and the nymphz of the pu- 
denda, or even if venereal ulcers were placed 
higher in the vagina, fo that they can be moift- 
ened and cleaned with a fponge full of this fo- 
| fomen- 
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mentation. .When a more prudent ufe of mercu- 
vials is required, particularly of the more acrid, if 
the filthy ulcers of the vagina fhould want them ; 
. there isa prefcription held in account which con- 
fifts of thirty grains of corrofive fublimate, are diluted 
in one hundred and fixty parts of water diftilled trom 
rue, then fixty-four parts of mel rofarum are to be 
added ; and fo the gnawing force of the corrofive 
fublimate is deadened by this mixture, fo that 
it can eafily .be endured, while it fufficiently cleans 
the fordid ulcers. From the ufe of thete the ve- 
nereal fluor at firft ufually augments, then gra- 
dually decreafes, and the ulcers thus purified are 
healed. More or lefs of the actuating fomentations 
is to be applied according to the various {tate of the 
ulcérs, and the changed nature of the venereal fluor ; 
concerning which, iee what has been íaid in Sect. 
1458, of the cure of the-virile gonorrhea; c >.” 

Ali the remedies there mentioned now take place, 
particularly when the feat of the venereal fluor is in 
the labia or nymphz of the female pudenda, or 
placed in the cavity of the vagina: it ought to be re- 
membered that, in Sect. 1447, it was faid, thata dif- 
ficulty of urine does not always accompany the firft 
fpecies of a female gonorrhea, as it doth. that in 
inten sic | | 
But it was alfo faid, that the orifice of the ure- 
thra in women is placed like a wrinkled wart 
between the nymphz, under the clitoris,’ and it 
-is pierced by many {mall ducts, from which a 
vifcid matter can be prefled: thefe mucofe fur- 
rows are fometimes infected by impure venery, 
either by themfelves or together with the vagina. 
When that glandular tubercuium (in whofe middle 
the orifice of the urethra is opened) fwells, grows 
painful, and diftils venereal corruption, either fpon- 
taneoufly or when prefs’d, then that is faid to be 
the fecond fpecies of a female gonorrhea: this was by 
Saniorimus called the depreffor mufcle of the ure- 
zm É | ! ier thra, 
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thra, which is affected by an ere&ion, and makes . 
the glandular body ftand out farther; from whence 
a difficulty of urine is bred ; for they feel a rigid 
moleftation and a tenfion whilft the urine is emitted, 
and they think that fomething falls from the 
vulva, or at leaft labours for an exit; but when 
this glandular body is eaten by a venereal ulcer, 
then a fcalding pain is roufed up by the flowing 
urine. | | ) 

It plainly appears, that thofe more acrid remedies 
which are eafily borne in the cavity of the vulva, and 
on the exterior parts of the pudenda in women, 
fhould not be applied to that place, if it had been 
affected by a venereal contagion ; for thefe remedies 
augment the troublefome erection by their ftimula- 
ting power, fo that the application of them is dan- 
gerous, left the orifice of the urethra fhould be op- 
preffed by the ambient tumour, and thereby caule a 
dangerous fuppreffion of urine: the moft kind re- 
medies are therefore required in fuch a cafe, that the 
infecting matter may be drawn outwards, and that | 
the troublefome tenfion of the parts may be re- 
laxed: a decoction made of mallows leaves, altbea, 
and longwort in water and milk, or, if the pain ls 
urgent and attended with a great tenfion, a decoc- 
tion of milk whey, and pounded Jizfeed may be uíed; 
to which garden poppy leaves, or benbane, may be 
added. Let fomentations and pultices, made of 
thefe, be perpetually applied until the tenfion of the 
parts begins to fubfide, and then the ufe of clean- 
fing milder remedies, fuch as honey, aloes, and fuch- 
like, will conduce to a cure. 

But as the urethra in women may be affected, 
though that feldom happens, there would then a 
third fpecies of a gonorrhea bé produced in them; 
for the channel of the female urethra is of the fame 
(tructure as that in men, but much fhorter; from 
hence all the directions given for curing a virile go- 
norrhea, will. equally conduce to a cure heres, If 

| the 
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the difeafe be neglected, there fometimes follows a 


filthy effufion of urine from the corroded ure- 


thra into the vagina, which fometimes remains in- 
curable. : 

Befides, there are great glands, equal in bignefs 
to large peas, commonly placed at either fide of 
the lower part of the female pudenda : thefe glands 
pour out a vilcid and copious humour through their 
ducts, which are fully confpicuous; (fee what has 
been faid of thefe in Sect. 1447 3) but as what is in- 
jected by a man at the time of coition into the 
female finus, when he labours under a gonorrhea, 
Ípontaneoufly defcends towards the inferior part of 
the vagina, where the ducts of thefe glands ‘open ; 
there 1s an evident reafon why thefe can be eafily 
infected by a venereal virus, and then that is faid to 
be a fourth fpecies of a female gonorrhea. 

Uniefs thefe infected and fwelling glands had 
poured out the contained viru: freely through their 
duéts into the vagina, the matter will be retained 
and wil infe& the whole body ; it will alfo dege- 
nerate into the moft malignant ulcers, by which all 
the adjacent parts will be corroded, not only thefe 
neighbouring parts, but the inteftinum rectum allo, 
and then the foeces alvine certainly go out of 


- vulva, and form a filthy fpectacle. All that was 
faid of the Cowperian glands, affected in like manner 


in a virile gonorrhea, takes place, and a fimilar cure 
is required here. Let the fofteft puitices, made of 
the coats of onions roafted under the afbes, and gum 
ammoniac well diffolved in the yolk of an egg, be 
perpetually applied to theíe {welling glands, that 
the virulent matter may be drawn outwards, and 
not produce the worft of evils by verging inwards. 


SNC f. 
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perfed, and accompanied with pains of 


the arteries, nocturnal inquietude, tortures of 
the bones, arifing from many endured gonor- 


B' T EHE puftules are every where dif- 


rheas; all thefe manifeft the prefent exittence. 


of the venereal difeafe, and require a mercurial 
falivation. | 


We have hitherto confidered thofe evils which 
are bred from a contracted venereal tontdgion in 
the body, according to the different parts of it to 
which it was applied, or to the circulating humours 
with which it was firft mixed, and then being de- 
pofited in one or other of thefe parts produced va- 
rious difeafes ; hence the diverfity of thefe evils oc- 
cafioned different names to be given them, and the 
diagnoftics, prognoftics, and the cure of every one 
of them, were defcribed ; in all which a great va- 
riety occurs, and that is on account of the different 
parts to which the contagion had been brought, 
though it is ftill the fame: now the method to be 
taken for curing the venereal difeafe, when ftrictly 
confirmed, is to be treated of.” | 

Certainly Fernelius * has excellently given the fol- 
lowing opinion concerning, the venereal difeafe : 
Quum ex dubiis fignis de Lue ambigitur, ejus ortgo eft 
altius inveftiganda, a qua parte initium babuerit. 
Etenim, quoniam non mifi atta£fu contrahi potefi, me- 
ceffe eft, labes aliqua, in ea primum parte comparuertt, 
per quam infertum eft virus. Hac euim prima fe pro- 
fert, in partibus obfcenis, fi concubitu, 12 [umma cute, 
fi accubitu, contratia eft , in nutricum mammis, fi in- 

| quinatus 
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quinatns erat infans , in infantis ore, C9 faucibus, ft 
nutrix infetia. Emergunt autem im obfcenis partibus 
puftule, ulcera maligna. virulenta Gonorrhea, ingui- 
num Bubones. Sed bec, nift ultius introfubeant, nom- 
dum [unt Lues Venerea, fed vudimentum © velut. cha~ 
racer ejus. impendentis: * When there is a doubt 
* concerning the uncertain figns of the venereal 
* difeafe, that part from whence it had its origin is 
** to be more clofely examined, and from what part 
‘eit had its beginning ; ahd alfo, as it cannot be 
“contracted but by the tact, it is neceffary that 
^ fome corruption had firft appeared in that part 
^ to which the virus was grafted ; for this corrup- 
** tion firft fhews itfelf in the obícene parts, if it was 
contracted deeply in the fkin by copulation or 
lying down : it is contracted by the breafts of a 
** nurie if the infant is defiled, and by the infant’s 
* mouth and inward parts of it, if the nurfe is in- 
fected ; for puftules, malignant ulcers, and a vi- 


' * rulent gonorrhea, appear in the obfcene parts 5 


together with. buboes in the eroin ; but unlefs 
** thefe advance ftill deeper, they cannot yet be called 
* the venereal difeafe, but a beginning, or as it were, 
** a mark of its threatening power." 

So one or two venereal puftules, bred in the 
body or in the pudenda, are not by phyficians called 
the venereal Lues, though even a venereal conta- 
gion, which could have infected the whole body, 
attends them; fo a buboe bred in the groin is not 


. called a Lues, though the fomes of the Lues, which 


1s greatly to be feared, may adhere there. The fame 
obfervations concerning the -reft of thofe evils hi- 
therto enumerated to have been bred from a vene- 
real contagion, hold to the like certainty ; for every 
one of thefe is ufually confidered as a local evil, and 
is to be feparately cured; but. when more of thefe 
concur together in the body, or fall into a crude 
itate again, after being mitigated in the beginning, or 
entirely ceafed, it may be juftly fufpe&ted, that the 
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whole mafs of humours is infected, and then an ef- 
ficacious cure is to be applied, that the whole virus. 
may be eradicated: this is particularly required, if 
no&ürnal pains of the ligaments of the joints excru- 
ciate the wretched patients. It was before faid, that 
the contagion was greatly to be dreaded if it had 
penetrated the bones; for they are gradually cor- 
roded by a flow caries, and with intolerable pain to 
the patient ; and the contagion, adhering in the 
bones, can but with great difficulty be extricated 
from thence: from hence the return of the difeafe 
fo often follows, even after the moft troublefome 
and long protraéted cures. The phyficians, to whom 
the cure of the venereal difeafe is moít familiar, 
know that fuch misfortunes happen; particularly 
if the patients, recovering from this difeafe, imme- 
diately indulge their appetites, whilft the body, {tilt 
exhaufted by the pains and the fevere cure it has 
endured, is quickly filled with the rich products of 
Ceres and Bacchus, with falle hopes of recovering 
its loft ftrength the fooner. This certainly proves 
vexatious and tirefome to fuch as undertake the cure 
of fach patients, whilft thefe drudges of venery, 
fcarce freed by a cure, and forgetful of their evils, 
teturn to their ufual and moft depraved manner of 
living, are infected afrefh, and cry out to have been 
badly cured. I have feen fuch a man, who, the 
fame day his falivation was ended, crept out from 
his confinement; and had connections with a filthy 
proftitute, from whom he returned punifhed with a 
moft virulent gonorrhea: he indeed confeffed his 
crime, becaufe nobody would believe him if he had 
denied it. ! 

It is therefore rhuch worth our care to confider 
attentively what the faculty have tried in vanquifhing 
this foul venereal difeafe. 

It was proved by many obfervations, mentioned, 
in Seét. 1440, that this was a new difeafe in Europe; 
which the faculty beheld with juft aftonifhment, as 

they 
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they had not treated any other fimilar to it before - 


many therefore amongfít thefe entirely declined from 


preparing medicines for the patients affected with 
the Lues ; fome others only treated it in a curíory 
manner, whilft no other method of miniftering a 
cure was yet known ; thus, being wearied by the 


troubles, and terrified at the raging ferocity of the 


incorrigible evil, they abandoned the patients to 
their own fate. : 

But as the number of the infected increafed, they 
could not longer deny their affiftance to the dif- 
eafed ; and they endeavoured to cure this new difeafe 
with the like remedies they ufually applied to other 
difeafes : they endeavoured to diffolve and render 
the morbid matter moveable, by decoctions. made 


of herbs and fpices plentifully drank, and by fy- 


rups compofed of a filly mixture of harmlefs fime 
ples, which they call magiftrales; then they gave 
itrong purges, to expel that. morbid matter already 
loofened ; that done, they returned again to that de- 
coction and fyrups, which they in like manner fol- 
lowed by giving cathartic remedies ; yet they per- 
fifted in eafing the fatigue of a cure in that manner 
by various prefcriptions, and adapted thofe to four 


varieties of conftitutions: thus they at leaft were 


willing to confult their own fame, whilft the obfti- 
nate difeafe {till yielded not, fo as to convince the 
fick that they had applied all the power of known 
art, and had left nothing internal which could be 
amended; for they, for the moft part, began 
their cures by bleeding; after which they freed 
the firít paífages from all filth by glyfters and 
milder purges, which were ufually called eccoproti- 
ca, that an entrance might be made for the reft of. 
thofe medicines which were believed to be capable of 
of chafing away the Lues: this may here and 
there be feen amongít thofe authors who wrote in 
the time of the firft birth of this difeafe, and repeated 
fuch remedies to a degree fufficient to make a man 

U2 fick : 
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fick : this was called a cure by changeable and pur- 
ging remedies. This method profiting but very 
little; fome others, believed to be more efficacious, 
were thought of. * 

As the venereal difeafe fouled and defiled the fktn 
in the beginning with puftules and ulcers, and as 
the phyficians, who lived in the firít days of this 
difeafe, knew that mercurial ointments were fuccels- 
fully applied for curing of ringwornts, tetters, St. 
Antony's fire, and the itch, they from an analog 
. tempted to cure the venereal difeafe by the fame unc- 
tions prepared with crude mercury. It is well 
known, that the Greek phyficians avoided the ufe of 
crude mercury, as if it were an injurious and deadly 
poifon.* 

But the Arabians firft ventured the application 
of mercury, as well for killing of cutaneous infec- 
tions, as the itch, St. Antony’s fire, and other ir- 
ruptions on the fkin; that was called amguentum — 
Saracenicum, which was formerly famous becaufe it — 
contained flaphys Agrium, a certain antidote for cuta- 
neous infections; for if thefe feeds when pounded 
are {cattered through the hair of the head, they kill 
the vermin there; but as that unétion contained 
about a ninth part of mercury, it ought to have laid 
many urider a falivation, though the patients anointed 
themfelves but once a week with it. 

The celebrated Aftruc + fays, that Pheodoricus, 
who was a famous phyfician about the year 1280, 
and Guido de Cauliaco, in 1363, had ufed thts Sara- 
cenic un&ion for the deftru&tion of vernmn, and had 
(een a faivation arife from it, for he firft faid, foc 
linimentum educere fuperfiuiditates per os, balneanao 
(bavando), t9 per Jubafcellas refudando.  Adattque 
Guido: Argentum vivum nocere membris principalibus, 
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-€9 dentibus, aique gingivis : ** that this liniment takes 
* away fuperfluiies through the mouth, by rub- 
* bing, fp.tting, and fweating: and Guido adds, 
* that crude mercury injures the principal mem- 
** bers, the teeth and gums." It is believed, that 
- thefe two authors were the firft who obferved a fa- 
livation to have proceeded from the external ap- 
lication of mercury ; but it is. to be known, that 
thefe two authors lived a long time before the ve- 
nereal difeafe.was Known. : 
But as crude mercury was by many others held as 
a moit dangerous remedy, and though they faw that 
the ufe of it was profitable in this difeafe, the more 
prudent began to ufe unctions, which only con- 
tained a {mail fhare of mercury, and that. was gra- 
dually increafed. Certainly it was an excellent and 
laudable undertaking, to proceed by flow degrees 
in the ule of a remedy not yet fully examined, that. 
they might fafely experience the efficacy of a new re- 
medy for this difeafe. | 
But empty quacks, who fo often divert themfelyes 
with the human fkin, and that indeed with impunity, 
and who, allured by the hope of gain, beftow unut- 
terable praifes on their fecret remedies, which they pre- 
tend to be unknown by all mankind ; boatt of an ac- 
quifition of thefe preparations by long ftudy, labour, 
and great expence. They eafily perfuade the common 
people, that the renown of fuch a fecret remedy is 
ipread both far and near, and that they alone can, 
by the power of art, work away that injury which is 
almoft by all people believed to lurk in crude mer- 
cury, fo that the venereal difeafe may be fafely and 
fpeedily cured, though of never fo long ftanding. 
Whit audacious men ,mixed a great quantity of 
mercury 1n their ointments, without any precaution, 
and copioufiy, and for a long time rubbed many. 
patients with them, fo great a falivation and tumour 
àrofe about the jaws that they were fuddenly fuffo. 
on cated, 
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cated, or if they efcaped that danger, they were fo 
exhaufted by the falivation that they perifhed; there 
are but few men who arife from a falivation with 
proper ftrength for the remainder of life, after fuch 
and fo many evils. Macilenti, luridi, [quallidi, eden- 
tati, balbutientes, ore obligato capifirati, pof miferias 
diuturnas, €9 miferrimas, lente comvale[cebant :. ** T hey 
“© became lean, pale, fquallid, toothlefs, ftammer- 
* ing, and tongue-tied, and after all this train of 
«* long-endured hardíhips and mileries, they but 
« flowly amended.” — 

Thefe calamities fo terrified the greater part of 
mankind, that almoft every body fhunned the ufe 
of crude mercury, as if it had been a mad dog or a 
ferpent, until fome more fkilful phyficians had 
taught a far fafer method by which the mercury 
could be tried, if applied with due caution. 

Nicholas Maffa, who excellently wrote concerning 
the yenereal difeafe, and acquired great reputation 
by curing it, applied fumigations and mercurial 
unétions, and profperoufly too, when a cure had not 
fucceeded a trial of milder remedies. Tametfi bec 
duo remediorum genera a quibu[dam Medicis, qui non 
ex omui parte bene difcurrunt, neque experimentis dif- 
curfum confirmant, fed, ab apparentibus nominibus de- 
cepti, remedia reprobant, accufantur, (S tanquam per- 
niciofifima increpantur, illi tamen nullum auxilium ad- 
erunt talibus, prater quedam millies exbibita, €9. mibil 
proficientia, ficque jgros im deterius, €2 in peruicieu, 
procedere finunt. Sed audiant, «9 fciant, quod im 
Magnis morbis, non obedientibus fortibus medicinis, ad 
Cortiores, €S ultimas, medicinas confugere, fi credimus 
Hippocrati, oporteat :*. “ "hefe two kinds of reme- 
« dies were neverthelefs defpiled by fome certain 
ss phyficians, who difcourfe not well of every part, > 
? TOMAS Gap ras sire OR EET 
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..*** nor confirm their difcourfes with experiment ; but 


* they, itil deceived by apparent names, condemn 
* thefe remedies, and condemn them as the moft 
pernicious of all others; yet they bring no addi- 
*« tional aid, befides that which was a thoufand times 
* unprofitably exhibited to fuch remedies; and 
* thus they fuffer the fick to proceed in illnefs 
* and ruin: but let them hear and know, that it 
* behoves them to have recourfe to the yet ftronger 
** and more powerful medicines in cafes of violent 
** difeafes, difobedient to ftrong ones, if we be- 
** lieve Hippocrates." dem 
From hence it appears, that he efteemed mercury 
as a moft efficacious remedy; but he alto acknow- 
ledges, that prudent caution is required in the ad- 
miniftration of it: but as there was ufually lefs fear in 
applying this remedy to the external fuperficies of the 
body, it feems that it was from hence the ufe of ap- 
plying crude mercury, mixed with ointments and plaf- 
ters had prevailed; and thus the remedy could be com- 
modioufly applied to local evils bred from a venereal 
difeaie, fuch as buboes, ulcers, tumours of the bones, 
&c. the fame conveniency was obtained whilft cin- 
nabar is diffolved into vapours by fublimating of | 
mercury and fulphur mixed together, and fprinkling 
them on a fire, fo that the vapour might every where 
furround the fuperficies of the body: for it was 
cuftomary to place the patients in a wooden box 
in a room thus heated, fo that the head might only 
ftick out and be expofed to that fumigation, whofe 
vapour could thus be determined to any certain 
att of the body, which was thought to be moft 
chiefly affected. There are various methods of ap- 
lying. this fumigation of cinnabar, defcribed in 
the fixth book of the Gallic difeafe, wrote by //ex- 
ander Trojanus Petronus.* He fays the quantity of 
cinnabar for every fumigation fhould not exceed 
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an ounce, nor be lefs than half an ounce; he alfo 
remarks, that this fumigation was applied once in 
the twenty-four hours by many, and by fome twice, 
but in {mall quantities; alío that many others in- 
terpofed the fumigations by a longer interval of 
time; but he believes the unctions or frictions by 
mercury to be far fafer, and at length concludes, 
Suffumigia nifi morbo jam imveterato, C9 ferme jam 
de/perata falute, viribus tamen conftantibus, nunquam 
adminifirari debere : * Unlefs it is in an inveterate 
* difeafe, and in a cafe of health already defpaired 
* of, but yet attended with ftrength, this remedy 
** fhould never be adminiftered:”” 

Eor it is certain, that mércury divided into very 
{mall parts, and agitated by the flaming cinna- 
bar, fo that the incenfe be every, where applied to 
the hot and fweating fkin, will eafily.be received 
by the cutaneous abforbent veffels, and be mixed 
with the blood; thus the effe& of the crude mer-. 
cury will fuddenly follow in the body, though but 
à {mall fhare of cinnebar has been applied. 

This we learn from the following cafe : t An ex- 
ceffive tall woman, of fixty-three years of age, la- 
boured for the entire fpace of four years under the 
venereal difeafe ; her pulfe intermitied at every third 
and fouith pulfation; the pudenda was befet with 
almoft every kind of venereal excrefcence, fo that 
fhe could neither fit nor walk without great pain; 
a head-ach and other nocturnal pains fo opprefied 
her, that fhe could not reft at night : the con- 
tinuance of the difeafe, together with repeated bleed- 
jigs and the application ot powerful purges, had 1a 
wafted away her body, that the iniferable wretch be- 
came like a fkeleton. 

* ‘Ag the difeafe was obferved to be defperate, and 
the patiept anxioufly defirous of aid, trial was made 
SE 4.4 / ha what 
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what effect the fumigation of cinnabar would be of, 


but {till in a prudent manner. 


The next morning, at nine o'clock, thirty grains 
of this cinnabar and mercury were burned foas that 
the patient could receive the fmoak into her mouth 


and noftrils ; fhe eafily bore and greedily fuck’d or 


fnuffed in the fume; from whence a light cough 
proceeded : her body being well covered, fhe began 
to {weat, and {pit fo that at ten o'clock fhe had al- 
ready difcharged a pound and a half of faliva; the 
cough ftill continued, and a ftench, which ufuall 

attends the beginning of a falivation, filled the whole 
room; her pulfe was fuller and quicker, but alfo 
very irregular and intermitting: at three o'clock 
in the afternoon, there was as great a ftench in the 
room, with three or pounds of faliva, as if many 
more had been for twenty-four hours in a falivation : 
then the power of the mercury began to rufh 
downwards, and fhe ftooled three times with oreat 
pain and a rumbling in her bowels; her pulfe beat 


quick, was deprefied, trembling and intermitting ; 


ten grains of laudanum, diluted in an aftringent cor- 
dial julap, were immediately given her, and fhe was 
put to bed itill dreís'd, then covered up with the 
bed-cloaths that fhe might fweat, which fhe copioufly 


. did; at nine o'clock that evening her pulfe was 


füll quick, full, ftrong, and intermitting only at 


every twenty-firit or twenty-fecond beat. When un- 


dreffed that night, fhe expofed herfelf to the cold 
air, and the pains and rumbling of her bowels, toge- 
ther with the flux by ftool, returned, but all that 
ceafed by the repeated ufe of the laudanum, and the 
{weat returned. 

_The day following the pains and rumbling of the 
bowels returned at every tenth or twelfth hour, with 
anxiety and intermiffion of the pulfe; but as foon as 
the liquid laudanum was given, all ceafed again and 
the fweat returned. : Say M 
Dae wy The 
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The morning following, being the third day, the 
opiate was omitted, and fhe ftooled twenty times, ftill 
attended with the fame fymptoms ; which again ceafed 
as foon as the opiate was given; and the fweat re- 
turned. | 

The fourth day paffed as the fecond; for the 
ftench, that companion of a mercurial falivation, ftill 
remained. 

She took a purge at feci o'clock the next morn- 
ing; as that had not moved her until the hour of 
nine, a ftimulating draught was given her to increafe 
the force of the purge; the patient imprudently 
took that, though fhe already had three motions by 
{tool ; from that followed fo violent a hypercatharfis 
that die; at fix o’clock in the evening, feemed to be 
dead; the opiate being again given, all that imme- 
diately. ceafed, and fhe pafled the whole night quietly, 
wetted all over with fweat. 

The pains of the jaws, and the other fymptoms of 
an inveterate venereal difeafe, were entirely carried 
away the day following, which feemed wonderful : 
fhe then walked feven Englith miles, and was carried 
two miles farther in a coach, through both wet and 
cold weather. 

The flux by ftool had often returned during fix 
weeks; fhe afterwards took fome pills, compolted of 
Sulphur of antimony and calomel, then drank a decocti- 
on of the woods after them ; ; a copious {weat followed 
the ufe of thefe whilft the weather was warm, and 
all the fymptoms of the venereal difeafe vanifhed : 
but as thé tempeftuous autumnal coldnefs returned, 
a conftant diarrhoea alfo returned; which at length 
entirely ceafed in February, being then the tenth 
month after the adminiftration of the fumigation of 
cinnabar : then her legs began to fwell, two purges, 
being then given, that evil was amended, but re- 
turned again, and was neglected; the tumour ftill 
increafed to that fhe withered away, and towards the 

end 
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end of April, being the thirteenth month after the 
fumigation, fhe expired. 

It appears from this fingular cafe, that a few grains 
of crude mercury, reduced into the moft flender va- 
pour by the force of fire, will quickly excite both a 
falivation and fweat, when fuck'd in at the mouth 
and noftrils, and TM in fuch a manner, tbat in 
three hours time the whole room fhould be already 
filled with a ftench from the new-rifing falivation. 
Ir may be juftly concluded from hence, that a fmall 
quantity of mercury is alfo fuffcient for healing a 
confirmed Lues of fome years ftanding, fo that no 
doubt of the efficacy of the fumigation of cinnabar 
remains: but whether this is a fafe method of cu- 
ring the venereal difeafe, or not, is another queftion. 
In this woman the force of the crude mercury 
fuddenly rufhed down by ftool, and excited a dan- 
gerous hypercatharfis, with vehement rumblings of 
the bowels and copious fweats, which indeed ceafed 
when the opiate was given, but then they often again 
returned and rehadined for long time’; then, when 
thefe entirely ceafed, a dropfical t tumour of the legs 
enfued, the whoie body watted away, and death put 
an end to the whole train of evils.— ' 

Befides, whilft cinnabar is burnt, a fulphurous va- 
pour exhales from it, which brings on fudden death, 
if a greater quantity than needful fhould be fucked 
in; or if that danger thould be efcaped, it leaves an 
incurable afthma, and often gives birth to a con- 
fumption of the lungs. If what has been a little 
before faid, may be juftly confidered, not lefs than 
half an ounce, nor more than an ounce, of the cinna- 
bar fhould be applied for every one of thefe fumi- 
gations, which were daily and fometimes twice a 
day repeated. It is eafily underftood what ruin and 
flaughter formerly happened, whilft fome quacks, 
the fervants of ftews and bagnios, who had a long 
eme ferved i in | thele beer places of € 
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fome others of the bafer fort of the common people, 
fo audacioufly undertook this dangerous cure. 

It feems fufficiently confiftent that the fumigation 
of the cinnabar had powerfully acted whilft attracted 
by the mouth and noftrils ; but with what danger of 
a fuffocation was that done, efpecially if a greater 
quantity of cinnabar had been added? Antonius Mufa 
Brafavolus * gives the following opinion of this. 
matter: Scitote, nonnullos Medicos iflos. fuffumigafe ; 
eapite etiam a conopeo non exerto y quod periculofiffunum 
eft. Nam quempiam vidi, qui ex fumo, caput peteute, 
in apoplexiam incidit ; €9 ftatim mortuus in terram cor- 
ruit: idcirco laudo, €3 jubeo, ut, exerto capite, fuffu- 
migentur, imo papilio circa collum. firingatur, tum ne 
fumus exeat, tum me nares feriat: ** Be it known, 
* that fome of thefe phyficians had ufed fumiga- 
« tions, and had not alio caufed the patient's head 
* to be thruft through the covering, which omií- 
* fion is very dangerous; for I have feen a cer- 
** tain perfon who, by the puffing of fmoak againft 
* the head, fell into an apoplexy and prefently 
** Jay dead on the ground: therefore I both recom. - 
* mend and order, that the head fhould be thruft 
* out when all the other parts sare fumigated ; 
** and that even a pavilion or veil fhould be faftened 
* about the neck, fo as that the fmoak may not go 
* out nor ftrike into the noftrils.” But though he 
judged this man to have died of an apoplexy, it 1s 
far more likely that he was fuffocated, for there al- 
ways paffes fome time between an apoplexy and death, 
nor could that prefent difeale be diftinguithed if that 
had not been fo. | 

Though Nicholas Maffa + had greatly extolled the 
efficacy of thefe fumigations for the moft fevere ve- 
nereal difeafe, yet he diffembles not the moft fatal 
evils to be dreaded from them; for thus he advifes 
thofe who undertake a cure by this method, quod z/te 

AE - modus 
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modus non. fit Jine timore nocumenti membrorum. princi- 
paliums immo [epe recidivant, €9 ad malas egritu- 
dines complicatas cum ifla deveniunt ; que funt, aftbma, 
b n, ydropifis, C9 marafmus 5 quare non eft admini- 
^ ftrandus, "ifi in inveteratis, C8 in virtute forti, cum 
eeritudine mala: ** that this method is not without 
<< fome dread attending it, fuch as a damage of the 
- ** principal members, which often fall into compli- 
.* cated diforders, which, together with thofe which 
* arife, are the afthma, cough, dropfy, and a con- 
* fumption ; wherefore the method is not to be ad- 
« miniltered ex ccept in inveterate cafes, and where 
* powerful help is required for the malignity of the 
* difeafe.” So that he had obferved fuch a power- 
ful diffolvent force from thele two fumigations, 
that thofe who were oftner rubbed with mercurial 
unctions without having a falivation, had, after thefe 
fumigations, not only every kind of impofthume 
diffolved dà "thé, but a nervous foftnefs alfo fol- 
lowed by a palfy, of which he made no great ac- 
count, as the patients were alío recovered from that 
in fome months after being cured of the venereal 

difeafe. | 
But he excellently pronounces the following opi- 
nion: Seas etiam, quod ommes "virtutes unctionis pof- 
Jumus fuffumigio attribuere, premia fecuritate, ut 
fupra; © ratio eft nota, cum bafis fit virtus argenti 
vivi operans ; quapropter dico, quod digerit, © pre- 
parat ad omnia, ficut unétiones: ** You may alfo 
<< know, that we can attribute all the virtues of 
** the mercurial unétion, with fecurity, to the fu- 
* migation, as before faid;, and the, reafon is 
* known, as its bafis is the operating virtue of the 
* crude mercury, wherefore, I fay, that it digefts | 
** and prepares every thing neceffary as the unc- 
* Bons do." : 
From thefe and many more obíervations, which we 
‘read, difperfed amongft the authors, concerning the 
utility of fumigations for curing the venereal difeafe, 
it 
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it plainly appears, that crude mercury, divided into 
the moft minute globular particles, and then moved 
by fire inform of a vapour, will produce all that 
efficacy when received by the cutaneous veffels ; for, 
unlefs fuch remedies as contain mercury in them- 
felves be added to thefe fumigations, it 1s obferved, 
that they are of no effect in curing the venereal dif- 
eafe, though the moft feleéted aromatics of the moft 
fragrant refins, and many more fuch-like or others 
be applied; for thofe phyficians, who univerfally 
deteft all remedies. prepared with crude mercury, 
were rather willing to try fome other methods, ima- 
gining they could expel the virus from the naked , 
burfing or porous fkin by fweat, brought on 
by a hot aromatic vapour or fume ; and fome of 
thefe firft ufed the milder and lefs offenfive fumi- 
ations of cinnabar, before the more efficacious and 
lefs fafe alfo were brought in to fubdue the obftinacy 

of the venereal difeate. 
|... So Fallopius * defcribed two kinds of fumigations, 
namely, fumigations ex materia benigna, ** of benign 
** matter," which contained no mercury, and but 
mere aromatics only, and fumigations maligna, ** ma- 
* lignant,” where fandaracha Grecorum and orpi- 
ment were added to the artificial cinnabar ; certain- 
ly thefe remedies are juftly fufpected of danger ; for 
it appears, that they believed the virus of the vene- 
real difeafe could not be deftroyed but by another 
poifon ; for fo he has it, Ut redigamus rem ad [um- 
mam, fciatis, quod tota res confifiat in Hydrargyre, 
vel in alia materia confimilis nature cum eo, ut eft 
Arfenicum, Sandaracba, Cinnabaris artificialis, © 
Precipitatum ; condiuntur ifla cum aromatibus, uf vi/- 
cera roborentur : ** That we may bring this matter 
* to a conclufion, you may know, that the whole 
** virtue confifts in the quickfilver, or in fome other 
** matter of the like nature with it, fuch as arfenic, 
*« fanda- 
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** fandaracha, — artificial cinnabar, and precipitate ; 
* thefe, with aromatics, fortify and preferve the 
* bowels from corruption." Buts they knew that 
an efficacy, from which a cure of the venereal 
difeafe might be hoped, confifted in the crude mer- 
cury, it would’be a rafh undetaking to augment the 
danger by an addition of arfenic, and expofe the 
 milerable patients to the moft malignant evils, which 
even ufually follow the external application of 

arfenic. ns | 
It feems credible, that Fallopius * had never ufed 
thefe malignant perfumes, for he put the following 
title to the feventy-fecond chapter of his book : De 
modo fuffumigandt univerfum corpus materia valida, 
fed non venenofa: “ Of the manner of fumigating the 
.** whole body by a powerful but not a poifonous 
* remedy.” Then he briefly. enumerates the evils, 
refulting from thefe fumigations, in the following 
chapter, thus ; Succedunt in fuffitibus [ymptomata que 
dam, aliquando alvi folutio, aliquando corruptio palati, 
aliquando labefattatio omnium dentium ,. que folent fuc- 
cedere etiam in inunchione ex HHydrargyro: ** Some 
** certain fymptoms follow the ufe of thefe perfumes, 
* fuch as the opening of the belly, fometimes a 
* corruption of the palate, and fometimes of all the 
* teeth, and thofe alfo which ufually fucceed the 
* frictions with mercurial unctions." But thefe are 
all the effects of a powerful mercurial falivation, for 
the vapour of arfenic produces other ‘evils far diffe- 
rent. If thofe obfervations, which the celebrated 
Afiruc + collected from various experiments in infti- 
tuted hofpitals, be confidered, it will evidently ap- 
pear, that the method of fumigating, for curing the 
venereal difeafe, can by no means be preferred to other 
cures attempted by crude mercury ; hence it is at this 
time exploded, and feldom ufed except by quacks, 
though 


e 
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though ftill the fumigation of cinnabar may now and 
then be applied to any determined place, fo as that 
the fume may touch a hard buboe in the groin, for 
example, which obftinately refifts fuppurating re- 
medies, and dangerous venereal ulcers in the not- 
ftrils. I have fometimes feen this tried by pru- 
dent phyficians, yet by a very weak dofe. It was 
recommended, as before faid, for the cure of the 
venereal difeafe by the fumigations of cinnabar, that 
there fhould be not leís than half an ounce, nor yet 
more than a whole ounce of cinnabar, in every dole ; 
fuch a fumigation was daily applied, and fometimes 
twice in the day. The more prudent phyficians, 
who tried this remedy, only applied fifteen grains 


of it, and repeated the fumigation every third. 


day, thus abftaining two days from it: ten grains 
were only applied to each dole, when the vapour 
was to be attracted at the mouth and noftrils, that 


the lungs fhould not contract injury from thence. 


Fracaftorius,* who fo elegantly deicribed the venereal 
difeafe in verfe, pronounced the fame opinion, thus : | 


At vero SF partim durum eft medicamen, CS acre. 
Partim etiam fallax, quo faucibus angit tn ipfis 
Spiritus eluclan[que ammam vix continet agrain. 
Quo circa totum ad corpus nemo audeat utt, 

Judice me ; certis fortaffe erit utile membris, 

Que papule informes, Chironiaque ulcera, pafcunt. 


But as the venereal difeafe chiefly manifefts itfelf 


in cutaneous evils, puftules, fpots, and ulcers, and 
as the phyficians had feen the remarkable efficacy 
of mercury in curing every foulnefs of the fkin, it 
is not wonderful that they fhould feek a cure for 
this new difeafe, as they were almoft all accuftomed 
to the virtue of mercury, whilft other ufual methods 
of curing difeafes fcarcely lightened this, and could 
never have cured it. 


But 
* Aphrodifiac. p. rgr. - 
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But becaufe mercury had been condemned by the 


. antient phyficians, various were the opinions of thofe 
Ü 


who undertook to cure this dileafe, concerning tlie 
application of it, for when they had feen the efficacy 
of it in fubduing the venereal difeafe, either by an 
external or internal application; many of them 
would rather that this difeaíe fhould be caft forth 


by the external ufe of it; indeed mercury fully af- 


fords fuch like effects by whatfoever way it enters 
into the blood, and may be moved with it through 
the veffels ; the humours are loofened, then go out 
by various ways from the body when freed, the 
whole body becomes emaciated, and, unlefs this re- 
medy .be applied with prudence, the miferable pa- 
tients become fometimes fo exhaufted by it that they 
miferably perifh. | 

It was faid, that mercury produced its greateit 
effe& by falivation, which from it, by an internal as 
well as by an external application of it, equally en- 
fues, as'is known to all men; for a great quantity of 
foetid acrid faliva, which often corrodes the internal. 
parts of the bones, flows out in an almoít conti- 
nued ftream from the mouth: likewife, as the fali- 
vation begins, there is a great change obferved in 
venereal ulcers, whofe colour and corruption are 
much amended ; the head-ache, and nocturnal pains | 
are diminifhed ; the puftules, and foul fpots of the 
fkin all. gradually difappear. Fracafforius feigns a 
miferable young man, infected with a cruel Lues, to 
have humbly prayed to arrive at the moft internal 
bowels of the earth, and whilft accompanied and 
guided by a nymph; that he every where there had 
leen lacus, lat undantes, liquidoque fluentes: argento : 


.** wide lakes flowing with waves of liquid filver.? 
The nymph then tells the patient : | 


Argenti ter fonte falubri 
Perfundit, ter virgineis dat. flumina palmis 
Membra fuper, juvenem toto ter corpore luftrat, 


Vor. X VII. X Miran- 
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Mirantem exuvias turpes, €8 labe maligna 
Exutos artus, peftemque [ub amne reliciam *. 


Whilft the patients are fo rejoiced that the obfti- 
nacy of the difeafe yields to the falivation, they very 
courageoufly fuffer the moleftations of it, which are 
not indeed hight. | 

But after that youth had been cured by the quick- 
filver bath, he returned from the fhades of darkneís 
to wifh’d-for day. | 


. Accepit nova fama fidem, populofque per omnes 
Prodiit haud fallax medicamen, coeptaque primum 
Mifceri argento fluitanti axungia porce. | 


He moreover enumerates various remedies which. 
are ufually added to the mercurial ointments, and 
advifes, that the whole body, except the head, belly, 
and parts about the heart, are to be anointed or 
rubbed with it; he alfo orders the body to be co- 
vered up with much bed-cloaths to create fweat ; 
then adds, | 


Flac tibi bifquinis fatis eff iteraffe diebus — . 
Purum erit, at quidquid tulerit res ipa, ferendum cff. 
Aude animis, tibi certa falus flans. limine in ipfo 
Signa dabit. liqutfacía mali excrementa "videbis 
Affidué {puto immundo fluitare per ora, 

Et largum ante pedes tabi mirabere flumen, 

Ora tamen foeda erodent ulcuftula.... 

Some have thought that the ftench proceeding 
from the faliva of patients, in the time of falivation, 
was caufed by the foetid virus of the venereal dif- 
eafe, and the humours it had corrupted, as they 
were by this outlet expelled from the body. They 
were confirmed in that opinion from beholding the 

hips, 
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lips, checks, palate, and even the tongue fometimes 
deeply corroded by the acrimony of the faliva, which 
wafhed or moiftened all the inward parts of the 
mouth. It is certain, that fome have perifhed, 
whilft it was thought by quacks, that the whole dif- 
order was carried a away from the body with this fa- 
liva; hence they daringly raifed enormous faliva- 
tions, yet not without danger of fuffocation, or 
protracting the fpitting, until the patients were en- 
tirely exhaufted. 

But it is certain, and hath been proved by many 
experiments, that even the moft found perfons, who 
never could’ have been fufpected to have contracted 
a venereal virus, have fallen into a falivation by an 
imprudent external or internal application of mer- 
cury, and have alfo difcharged a very fcetid faliva, 
in as large quantities as thole who were affected with 
the worft venereal difeafe, and underwent a faliva- 
tion for the cure of it. George Dordonus, a phyfi- 
cian of Placentia, has oppofed this error, and proved 
alfo, that a falivation in found men wil follow an 
imprudent ufe of mercury: he fays, S2bi multoties, 
in componendo talia medicamenta, tantam. bunnditatem 
ab ore refudaffe, ut fibi fummo fafiidio effet : ** that 
* he had often fpit fo much in compounding fuch 
* medicines, that it was exceffively loathíome to 
* nm 

Some have attempted to provoke the flux of a 
" falivation by acrid fialagogues, without the appli- 
cation of any mercurial remedies, in order to cure 
the venereal difeafe ; but a cure never fucceeded by 
that method. Mercury is required for curing the 
venereal difeafe, and a falivation in confequence 
thereof, certainly denotes the medicinal power of the 


mercury brought into action; but it does not from 
X2 hence 


* Aftruc de Morbis Venereis edit. fecuud. Tom. II. Lib; VI. 
P. 794. 
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hence follow, that the venereal virus is expelled from 
the body by the falivation. 

For it cannot be denied, that the infected have fome- 
times been cured of the venereal difeafe by the repeated 
ufe of mercury, though no falivation enfued: yet the 
celebrated Afiruc * judges Tuch patients to be perfectly 
cured, and congratulates them, quod illis datum fit, rara 


' fatis felicitate, ab/que Ledio &P periculo. [alvationts, ai- 


que adeo. tuliu[que commodiufque, a Venereo morbo con- 
valefcere : ** that they have been happy enough to 
« obtain a cure without the tediouínefs and danger of 
«& 4 falivation, by both a fafer and more commodious 
method? But as fuch patients are ever appre- 
henfive that the cruel contagion fill lurks in the 
body, fomewhat palliated but not totally deitroyed, 
he encourages fuch patients by the following words ; 
veritos, ne, defetiu falivationis, curatio quoque defec- 
tura fit s ach feminium morbofum prefligari non-poffit, 
nifi foras exterminetur : °° afraid that there can be no 
& cure without a falivation, as if the feeds of the dif- 
«« eafe cannot be extirpated except they are expelled 
€ through that outlet.” That he therefore may rid 
fuch unhappy patients from all their fears, he farther 
adds, Sane, cum morbus ille contrahatur abfque ullo. hu- 
more confpicuo, qui intro fubeat, nequaquam mirum V1- 
deri debet, fa perfectam. curationem recipere poffit, fine 
manifefta ullius humoris evacuatione. Adde porro, de- 
fectum falivationis plerumque fuppleri alvi fufione, diu- 
refi, fudatione, vel faltem infenfibilt perfpiratione ; quee 
fingule evacuaticnes deficientis falrcationis vicarie effe 
folent: © Truly, as this difeafe may be contracted 
« without any conspicuous humour which may have 
« penetrated the internal parts, It ought by no means 
« to be looked upon as wonderful, if it can receive 
« a perfe&t cure without the manifeft evacuation of 
« any humour: moreover add, that the want of a 
« falivation is fupplied for the moft part by copious 

«*« (tools, 
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* ftools, urine, wafting, fweating, or at leaft by an 
« infenfible perfpiration; for every one of thefe eva- 
** cuations is accuftomed to fupply the defect of a 
* falivation.” * Whilft I attentively examined all 
the circumftances which happen in venereal ulcers, 
after mercury has been applied to raife a falivation, 
1 manifeftly faw the bottoms of thefe ulcers cleanfed, 
the floughs feparated, and the lips of them, which 
were before of a livid or a deep purple colour, put 
on their natural hue.  "Thofe racking nocturnal 
pains, which affected the patient's joints and bones, 
were mitigated before the falivation began. I then 
ferioufly began to think, as thefe figns taught that 
the mercury had already acted efficacioufly upon 
this difeafe, whether it might not be poflible to cure 
thé venereal difeafe without a falivation, provided, 
the patient was kept in the fame ftate for fome length 
of time; and alfo whether the fame effect might not 
be obcained by a far lefs quantity of mercury than 
is required for exciting a falivation. We have be- 
fore feen the quantity,of mercury, contained in thirty 
orains of burnt cinnabar, prove fufficient to bring on 
a falivation, and difturb the body all over in a won- 
derful manner, when ufed by way of fumigation. 

I have been ftaggered at the opinions of men, 
excellently well fkilled in the art, who have ftated 
the admirable aCtion of mercury, as dependent on 


its great divifibility and weight. Argenium vivum 


enim, quacumque via imimifium janguimi vitali, quum 
fit fanguine ipfo decies C9 ter ponderofrus, agetur, 
vi cordis, £9 arteriarum contraffione, tanto majore 
impetu in compagem fanguinis, ut eam penitus de- 
firuat, globos rubros vefoloat, ferofas fiavas immt- 
quat fpberulas, reliquafque etiam partes ejufaem in 
minutiffmas frangat, {9 ita in laticem fubtilem, pu- 
tridum, vafis exeuntem, convertat. Sed C9. motum eft, 
elementa argenti vivi incredibiliter exigua. agnojct, 
| Ao 3. uique 
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utique globis ferofis fanguinis longe tenuiora y. fane, dum 
poros cutis, intaéla virtute, ingreditur, cognofcitur, 
quod elementis majoribus fanguimis longe fit penetrabi- 
dius. Dum vero im meatus denfifimi corporum, auri, : 
tam facile fe infinuat, ipa forte aqua magis, divifis 
in tenuitatem particulis couftare, colligitur y. licet, at- 
tractione ingenita fuarum partium, ad certum gradum 
tenacitatis fe colligat. Tandem C9 maxime. immutabile 
boc ipfum foffile videmus, omniumque forte corporum 
cognitorum minime rodens, vel acre. Quibus [ame 
cunis rite expenfis, apparet vera vis, qua ad expuge 
nandum boc malum folus efficax, fufficiens folus, Mer- 
curius babetur :* ** For mercury, by whatfoever way 
«* mixed with the blood, as it 1s thirteen times heavier 
** than the blood, will be actuated by the force ‘of 
* the heart, and the contraction of the arteries, 
« with fo great an impetuoufity on the cohefion 
«© of the blood, that it may totally deftroy it, dif- 
** folve the red globules, diminifh the yellow ferous 
« little fpheres, and break the reft of its fubftance 
* into moft minute particles, and fo convert them 
« jnto a fubtile putrid fanies flowing out from the 
s¢ veffels. But itis alfo known, that the elements 
* of quickfilver are acknowledged to be fo incre- 
s¢ dibly fmall, that they are far fmaller than the 
«* ferous globules of the blood; truly, when it en- 
« ters the pores of the fkin in its full power, it is 
** known, that it is far more penetrable than the 
** greater elements of the blood; but (ince it infi- 
* nuates itfelf into the pores of gold, the moft con- 
* denfed of all bodies, even more readily than aqua 
** fortis, it may reafonably be fuppofed to confift of 
* moft minute particles, though it may collect itfelf to 
** a certain degree of tenacity, by the natural attrac- 
** tion of its parts: and, finally, we obferve this 
s* foffil infinitely immutable, and perhaps the leaft 
** corrofiye or acrid of all known bodies. All which 
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** being rightly confidered, a fpecific power of van- 
** quifhing this difeafe appears in mercury, which is 
** folely efficacious, and folely accounted fufficient for 
* this intention." | | 

This fimple and ingenious explication of the pro- 
perties of quickfilver by Beerbaave, has given uni- 
verfal fatistaction : hence I was willing to tranfcribe 
the paffage in his own words, that the fenfe might 
,be no ways changed; yet permit me to propofe 
thofe difficulties I labour under, in believing that 
the efficacy of mercury on the human body can be 
accounted for, by its gravity and divifibility only. 

In the chapter on obfiru&ious, in Sect. 135, No. 4, 
thofe remedies which diffolve obftructions bred in 
the body by attenuating the concretions have been 
already treated of, therefore it will not be ufelefs to 
recall thofe circumftances here to memory which con- 
cern the action of mercurial remedies. 

Pitcairn ftates, that the fole gravity of quickfilver 
is fufficient to explain its admirable effects; nay, he 
boldly adds, that gold ‘reduced into a form capable 
of being mixed with the blood, will contain a power 
proportionable to its weight, and will excel all other 
medicines as much in virtue as it does in gravity. 

But can it be explained by the weight of quick- 
filver, why the humours diffolved by its force are 
difcharged through the falival ducts, rather than 
through any other parts of the bady ? 

Befides, the mercurial preparations fold in the fhops, 
given in {mall quantity, difplay all the effects which 
enfue in confequence of the adminiftration of a much 
larger quantity of crude mercury. A quack ufed red 
precipitate, which he formed into pills, one of which 
being given, the body was totally diíturbed and ve- 
hemently agitated, fo that having given fuch a dofe 
to a weak man, he fent him from among the living 
the fame day before dinner-time.* Does it appear 


X 4 | likely, 
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likely, that mercury excites fuch difturbances by its 
exceflive gravity, fince a falivation 1s excited by 
white precipitate, or mercurius dulcis, which are of 
. a far milder nature ? Can mercury, when in the hu- 
man body, be extricated from thence and affume its 
natural form, as that cannot be obtained by art, ex- 
cept by means of a very fierce fire, and by an ad- 
dition of fuch medicines as powerfully attract the 
acid united to the quickfilver, fo that a few grains 
of mercury may return to their priftine form, from 
which fuch an effect cannot be expected? 
Indeed it is ufually faid, that-the mercurial faline 
globules, loaded with faline fpiculze, by their metallic 
weight, united to the moft concentrated acid, are 
capable of dividing all concretions which they meet 
with, in a far greater degree than crude mercury alone 
can effect ; but when the mercury is diffolved in 
fpirits of nitre, it is precipitated by pouring thereon 
a folution of fea falt, then it 1s repeatedly wafhed 
with water, and the powder that remains at the bottom 
of the veffel becomes very mild and almoft infipid, 
yet twenty grains, and even a lefs quantity of it, given 
in divided dofes, are fometimes fufficient to caule a 
Glivation. ^ .— | 
— But another power lurks in the quickfilver which 
feems fo mild and gentle ; for, without any other ad- 
dition, being beaten in a glafs mortar, it produces 
a foft fine black powder of an acrid metallic tafte, 
much like that of copper. Quick-filver rendered 
exceffive pure, by fixty-one diftillations, afforded a 
greater quantity of fuch a powder: but quickfilver 
alfo inclofed in glafs veffels! of a conical form, and 
with broad bottoms, hermetically fealed, and then 
expofed for many months to a heat of 180 degrees, 
produced a powder fimilar in every quality to this. 
From a fimple diftillation of quickfilver in a clean 
olafs retort, a red powder was produced, which was 
jhining, very brittle, and of a moft acrid metallic 
imell, extremely naufeous to the tafte, and fo pene- 
ioe des ls coe er^ ro 


- & 


Bed. 1467. The VENEREzAL DisEAsE. 313 


trating, that its tafte could hardly be got out of the 
mouth ; ; it ftrongly difturbed the human body a long 
time, as it increafed all the differenf excretions ; yet 
thefe powders fo acrid, and which fo greatly ruffied 


the whole body, without the addition of any other 


matter were produced from pure mercury, either by 
mechanical triture, or by a heat twice greater than 


that of a healthy body; and what is wonderful, 


thofe powders which were diftilled in the retorts 
were, by the heat of a ftrong fire, changed into 
quickfilver again, except a few grains only which 


| remained fixed at the bottom of the retort. . 


Does the efficacy of quickfilver therefore depend 
upon the common nature or quality of all bodies, 
or does it not rather depend upon the fingular pro- 
perty of its own nature, which is only to be known 
by experiments, and ought to be attributed thereto? 
Has it ever been manitefted, by any experiment, 


that gold, though much weightier than quickfilver, 


o 
has produced fusilar effects in the body, on ac- 


count of its greater fpecific gravity Who ever 

aw a falivation brought on by gold? When goid is 
diffolved in aqua regia, by an effufion of fale of 
tartar it is precipitated ; being then often wafhed 
with hot water, a calx of gold remains, which has 
acquired fuch force, that it is by a little more heat 
difpioded with a loud report. Qiuickflver treated 
jn the fame manner produces a calx which can bear 
great heat without any explofion, whilft it again re- 


turns to its pritine form. 


Befides, it is to be obferyed, that metallic bodies 
can hardly a& in the human body, unlefs they are 
fit di ffolved in their menftrua, and fo rendered 
Ind" As quickfilver is of its own nature a fluid, 
it can enter the veffels of the body and be mixed with 


the citculating humours without any other mixture ; 


and as it is not malleable like other metals, many 


d it was an impropriety to call it a metal, 
and would rather call it a metallic water; but all 
other 


me | 
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other metals, when they are diffolved in menftrua, 
produce a new compofition, from the metal and men- 
{trua joined together, in which are found medicinal 
properties which pre-exifted neither in the diffolvent 
menítruum, nor in the diffolved metal, but from the | 
union of both frefh virtues are produced, which 
could neither be forefeen from the common laws of 
all bodies, nor can be explained by them. . 

It is not proper to dwell more extenfively upon 
this fubje&t here. The Chapter on Chemical Menftruas * 
merits attention; for there many very ufeful obfer- 
vations, as well concerning the action of menitruas, 
as of the new medicinal powers produced between 
them and divers bodies, in confequence of their 
union with each other, are contained. | 

It is fufficient for a phyfician to know, how crude 
mercury acts when applied to the human body, 
though he knows not by what manner it may act. 
] have found the fame difficulty in determining the 
manner 1n which other remedies work upon the hu- 
man body: I have read many authors who have 
wrote on the powers of medicines, and have indeed 
learned many excellent things from thence concern- 
ing the. ufe and various applications of remedies ; 
but I never could clearly underftand, why Rhubard 
fhould purge by ftool, or, why Opium fhould occa- 
fion fleep: no man of reputation will refufe to make a 
fincere confeffion of his own ignorance. 

Thofe arguments, therefore, being laid afide, the 
method and, way whereby quickfilver can be fafely 
applied to the human body, for efficacioufly curing 
the venereal difeafe, merit our confideration. 

Itis known, that men, famous in this art, have 
been divided in opinion concerning the method of 
curing the venereal difeafe by quickfilver: fome 
have recommended the external ufe of it; others 
made their patients take.it crude, or fome remedies 


prepared 
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prepared from it by art. It is no wonder, that 
many dreaded the internal ufe of mercury, for it . 
was condemned as.a deadly poifon by the antient 
phyficians, as was before faid, in Se&. 135, 4. 
Diofcorides condemns it becaule it corrodes the in- 
terior parts by its gravity. Pliny calls it the vo- 
mica of eternal liquor, and the poifon of all things; 
from whence he alfo ftates, that the ufe of red lead 
(cinnabar) in medicine, is a rafh undertaking, as’ 
quickfilver is boiled from it. Galen treats but little 
about mercury, for he acknowledges, he had no 
experience of its effect, neither internally nor exter- 
nally applied ; but as the more modern Greek phyf- 
ficians followed Galen's rules in almoit all matters, 

hence the ufe of crude mercury in medicine was 
hardly ever prefcribed by thele allo. The Arabians 
recommended the external ufe of mercury for curing 
cutaneous difeafes. 

But after the venereal difeafe had fpread through 
Europe, the ufe of mercury was tried, that the 
phyficians might encounter that new difeafe by an 
unufual remedy ; nor did they only apply itexter- - 
nally but internally alfo. ihe celebrated Afruc * 
believes Petrus Andreas Matihiolus to have been the 
firft who attempted to cure the venereal diteafe by 
an internal application of red precipitate. “foannes 
de Vigo and Nicholas Maff2, were sacquainted with 
this remedy, having experienced its efficacy in cu- 
ring ulcers, on which they fprinkled that powder; 
but it is proved by many obfervations in the fame 
place, -that it is very likely, that they were contented 
with the fole external ufe of thisremedy. But Mazr- 
thiolus,+ after having defcribed the preparation of 
red precipitate exactly, orders it to be wathed with 
plantain and forrel water, then prepared pearls, and 
a little Jacinth ftone being added, with fome 
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fprigs of the herb motherwort; he gave five grains 
of this preparation with twenty grains of the e/edf. 
conciliatoris formed into five pills, which were to be 
taken an hour before break of day, after which the 
patient was to remain five hours in bed. Brevi. 
(mihi erede) Gallici dolores hoc catapotio elidentur s 
pituita etiam, Ef atrabilis, vomitu, nec non alvi de- 
jectione, evanefcent: “ The venereal pains are (be- 
« lieve me) deftroyed in a fhort time by thefe pills, 
«& as alfo the black bile and phlegm, all vanifh by 
« vomiting and ftool.” But he fo confided in the 
force of this powder, that he exhibited five or 
fix grains of this remedy alfo in other obftinate-dif- 
eafes, and indeed with fuccefs too. 

Crude mercury waS afterwards applied in the 
form of pills, with fome purging remedies alfo 
added to them; fuch were the pills of Barbaroffa, 
fo called from that famous king of>Algiers, and 
prefident in maritime affairs among the Turks: 
thefe pills confifted of crude mercury with rhubarb 
and diagridium : a twentieth part of wheaten flour 
‘was added, with ambergreafe and mufk, which, to- 
gether, equalled the weight of the flower ; from 
whence this mafs exhaled a powerful fragrance ; the 
whole was formed into a mafs, with the. juice of 
lemons, of which a pill, the bignefs of a {mall pea, 
was daily given, in the evening before fupper, but 
{carcely four grains of mercury were contained in 
that pill.* Many other forms of thefe pills may be 
feen + which agree with each other in containing 
quickfilver and the juice of lemons fo long beaten 
up together, donec taliter fuerit extinztum, ut amplius 
internofci non poffit : until it had been in fuch a 
4 manner killed, that the globules could be diftin- 
* guifhed no longer." Many different purging in- 
eredients occur in thefe various recipes, and alío a 
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leís quantity of the ambergreafe and mufk ; there is 
one only which admits no purging ingredient. 

The celebrated frac * in another place fays, 
that fuch-like pills are even to this day cried up as 
a panacea for almoft all difeafes, and. are recom- 
mended as a fecret fpecific remedy for curing the 
venereal difeafe, under the title of the pills. 

- Bellofte, who lived in this age, and acquired great 
fame in the art of furgery, particularly by his trea- 
tfe, entitled, Le Chirurgien a’ Hópital, of which there 
have been many editions fince its firft publication in 
Paris, in the year 1695. To this little book he fub- 
joined another, which was publifhed at Paris in the 
year 1724, under the title of Suite du Chirurgien 
d' Hápital, 9c. in the firft differtation of which he 
entirely employed his difcourfe in the recommenda- 
tion of fome mercurial pills he fold ; but he care- 
fully concealed their compofition, that he might re- 
lieve inopem familie fue conditionem, quam, iniquitate 
temporum, fortunis omnibus everfam effe queritur, €9 
quam [perat fuftentatum iri pilulas fuas venditando : 
* the indigence of his family, which he bemoans, 
* as having been deprived of their eftate by the ini- 
* quity of the times, and which he hopes to raife 
* to its former condition by the fale of his pills.” 
That fame hope or intention of gain, is always the 
origin of an arcanum ; yet it is not denied, that his - 
pills confifted of crude mercury mixed with fome 
cathartics which operate gently by ítool: hence it. 
appears, that Belloffe’s pills differed not much in vir- 
tue from thofe called Barbaroffa’s pills; it is éafy 
to change the flavour and {cent in fuch-like compo- 
fitions; any one can at will add this or that draitic 
or milder purging remedy, and augment or diminifh 
the quantity of mercury, fo that any novice in phar- 
macy is capable of inventing noftrums : hence thefe 
vaft crops, which commonly {pring up every year in 

the 
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the greater cities ;-and as foon as a ftranger arrivesy! 
of an age adapted to the Paphian games, 


Porrigitur turpi charta pudenda manu, 


& A fhameful bill Íprings from a filthy hand,” 


which fets forth the hyperbolical powers of this or | 
that fecret remedy for curing the venereal difeafe in 
pompous words. 

But as thefe quacks fometimes deceived the vain 
hope of the credulous vulgar with unactive reme- 
dies, fome others, {till worle, at a hazard gave them 
mercurial remedies internally, which were indeed 
efficacious, but dangerous alfo, when not admini- 
ftered under the care and infpection of a fkilful and 
prudent phyfician: many difafters have happened, | 
and hence the moft part of mankind were ftruck 
with horror at the chemical preparations of mer- 
cury; and the profeffion were more willing that the 
cure of the venereal difeafe fhould be effayed by an 
external ufe of mercury, as they believed that me- 
thod. to be the fafeft: they therefore extolled it 
highly. 

The celebrated Aftruc + analis ufe of many ar- 
guments to prove, that thefe rough preparations of 
mercury, by their faline fpiculze injure the ftomach, 
lungs, bowels, and all the other vifcera and foft parts 
of the body ; "fo that the ufe of them is never clearly 
inoffenfive. But who ever law thefe fpiculze in mer- 
curial preparations? yet upon this account he orders 
almoft all mercurial precipitates to be abftained 
from, as they create immoderate vomiting and pur- 
giny, weaken the ftomach, nay, often corrode it. 

When quickfilver is diffolved in an acid, and is 
freed from its union therewith by an effufion of 
fome other falts, there falls a kind of powder to the 
bottom of the veffel, which is edulcorated by re- 
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peated lotions, and is kept in the fhops. Is it likely, 
that all thefe little fpiculze, of which only he was fo 
fearful, {till remain in fuch a mercurial preparation * 
When quickfilver is boiled in a glafs veffel, with the 
acrid acid oil of vitriol, until it becomes dry, there 
remains a faline mafs at the bottom, compofed of 
the vitriolic acid, united with the mercury; but the 
‘union between the acid and the mercury is fo weak, 
that pure water being poured thereon, it immedi- 
ately falls to the bottom of the veffel in the form of 
a yellow powder, by the chemifts called turbith mi- 
xeral which is. edulcorated by repeated wafhing ; 
and, in certain places, this powder is freed from all 
its adherent acid, by the accenfion of fpirit of wine 
poured on it: yet this produces a very efficacious 
remedy for curing of venereal warts, as was before 
mentioned, in Sect. 1463, and do thefe faline fpiculae 
remain here alfo ? | 

Nor does he condemn thefe mercurial preparations 
in a manner as if they were altogether injurious, but 
only difapproves of them as but of little efficacy in 
fubduing the venereal difeafe, becaufe they exert fo 
flight a power in the blood, and on the virus mixed 
_ therewith: he alfo remarks, that the atoms of mer- 
curial preparations, when they at length arrive at the 
mais of blood are full of acid fpiculze, which but faint- 
ly, flowly, and fparingly reaffume the natural form 
of mercury, fo that they can have but little efficacy 
in fubduing the virus of the venereal difeafe. But 
the celebrated author * lays it down for a certainty, 
that all the power of mercury depends upon that 
form by which it is divifible into infinitely fmall par- 
. ticles, every one of which readily affumes a globular 
form. 

But I think I have by the preceding arguments 
demonftrated, that the admirable efficacy of quick- 
filver depends in no manner upon its fpecific gra- 

| vity, 
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vity, and the fpherical figure which mercury, divided 
into the moft minute atoms, always retains. Mer- 
cury by trituration alone, or digeftion, lofes its fphe- 
rical form, and is changed into a powder of an acrid 
metallic favour, which vehemently and for a long 
time difturbs the human body when taken in {mall 
dofes; and that fame powder, being expofed to a 
ftrong fire, is changed into quickfilver again, no wa 
acrid, and is equally, nay, more fluid than before 
the procefs. — 

I readily agree, that mercurial preparations will 
never revivify in the human body; for I never 


believed that to be poffible; as it is certain, from 


numerous and repeated experiments, that to ef- 
fe this, a far greater heat 1s required than can 
ever poffibly exift in any living body: but it can- 
not therefore be concluded, that thefe fame pre- 
parations have not fufficient efficacy to cure the ve- 
nereal difeafe ; for it can be proved by direct expe- 
riments, that this may be accomplifhed by the ufe 
of thefe preparations ; and that whatever is to be ex- 
pected from mercurial unctions, may alfo with realon 
be expected from them. 


A falivation is expected to happen in confequence, 


of mercurial frictions, by all who advife the exter- 
nal application, and condemn the internal ufe of 
crude mercury, and its preparations. The celebrated 
Afiruc * lays down the following as a general prac- 


tical axiom: Compertum eft experientia, Mercurium 


exfirpande Lui Veneree parem effe, quoties legitimum 
ptyalifmum movet, Cr. Errant, igitur, qui putant, 
falivationem in curanda. Lue cane peus C7 angue vi- 
tandam ejfe, ideoque in eo toti funt, ut parciffimas ra- 


riffma[que frictiones adbibeant. Sic enim operam lu-. 


dunt fuam, fuofque deludunt agrotantes. Nec multo 
levius peccant, qui molam, vel imminentem, falivati- 
ouem intempeftivis coércent purgationibus, vel repri- 
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"munt y aique adeo Mercurium, dum optato inflat operi, 
evocant, C9 amovent fic enim id Uuntip. videntur agere, 
ut operofe nibil agant : * It has been found from ex. 
“perience, that mercury is capable of extirpating 
* the venereal difeafe whenever it raifes a proper 
* ptyaliím, &c. they therefore err who. think that 
alahvation is to be fhunned like fire and the 
** fword, and therefore advife a {paring application 
** of the fri€tions, and at long intervals, for thus 
** they lofe their labour, and the patient will be dif- 
appointed of a cure ; nor do thofe who reftrain or 
reprefs a rifing or plentiful falivation by unfeafon- 

** able purges err lefs ; for by fo doing, they expel the 

* mercury out of the conftitution at the very inftant 

** it is taking the defired effe&, and thus feem bu- 

* fied in doing nothing." | E 

This famous practitioner obferves, that a faliva- 
tion, in confequence of mercurial unctions, requires 
prudent management, left it fhould come on too fud- 
denly, and rife to too great an height, a circum- 
ftance which is never void of danger. Sed placida, 
moderata, vemifa, facile tra&alilis, que ort inflam- 
mationem nullam, vel levem, que ulcera pauca, &F Ju- 
perficiaria, inferat, que vnam, aut alteram, vel ad fum- 

mum tres libras falive, intra viginti quatuer boras f«g- 

gerat: ** But let it be gentle, moderate, and eafily 

* manageable, fo as to caufe but a flight or no in- 

* flammation of the mouth and face, and only a 

** few fuperficial ulcers, fuch as will afford but a 

** pint or two, or at the moft, three pints of faliva 

* in twenty-four hours." 

If the figns of an imminent falivation do' not yet 
appear, or if a falivation already brought on be- 
comes flow or dull, whilft the fymptoms of the dif. 
eafe are obferved to require a more copious fpitting, 
the fri&tions ought to be increafed in quantity, or 
repeated at fhorter intervals, or a larger proportion : 
of mercury fhould be mixed with the ointment, 
that it may produce the due quantity of faliva, — 
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But’ all thefe requifites for keeping up a mer- 
curial falivation, already brought on, can be more 
certainly obtained, nay, more fafely too, than by 
raercurial unctions, by mercurial preparations inter- 
nally taken. 

Nobody doubts that a falivation may be excited 
by mercurial preparations inwardly taken. “When 
thefe are exhibited in {mall and frequently-repeated 
dofes, it plainly appears, that it entirely lies in the 
power of the phyfician to promote or flacken the 
iilivation, according as the cifeafe requires ; for if it 
rifes too high, he abftains immediately, or if it more 
flowly proceeds, he quickens it with a frefh dofe of 
the mercurial preparation ; then, if it goes on with 
dae moderation, he fuftains it in that ftate by fome 
dofes given at greater intervals of. time,. that the fa- 
livation may not diminifh too much, nor ceafe fooner 
than is required. ; 

Befides, it is evident from numerous obfervations, 
that mercury quickly and powerfully operates in fome 
bodies, and very flowly and remilsly in others : 
hence a prudent phyfician will eafily determine how to 
a& according to the nature of the cafe ; for he can al- 
ways know what quantity of mercury he has admini- 
ftered, which never can be exactly determined when 
mercurial unctions are ufed : he indeed knows the 
» quantity of mercury contained in the un&tion, knows © 
| the weight of the quickfilver applied by every friction 
to the fkín, but is evermore ignorant of the quantity 
that enters the cutaneous veffels ; for the flannel, with 
which the body is warmly covered after the firft 
friction, and during the whole time of the falivation,- 
without being changed, fucks up a part of the unc- 
don : this filth increaics upon the flannel at every 
repeated friétion ; from whence a falivation fometimes 
fuddenly comes on againft the doctor's will, which 1s at- 
tended with danger, and a fudden fwelling of-the jaws 
which threatens a fuffocation : fome then, order the 
flahnels and bed-linen, thas fouled with the, mercu- 
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rial unction, to be changed, and replaced by other. 
clean, dry, warm flannels and fheets, after the fkin 
has been wafhed clean with foap-fuds and thoroughly 
dried ; but this lotion does not at all cleanfe away 
that part of the unction which adheres between the: 
Ícales of the outfide fkin, or at leaít it is difficult: 
to be done, and the wretched patients bear extreme- 
ly ill fuch tedious repeated wafhings, and the chan- 
ging of their bed-linen, during the time they fuffer- 
the grievous tortures of a high falivation. 

Befides, the place in which the patient to be 
cured by mercurial unctions lies, contains a body 
of air filled with mercurial atoms, which the patient 
continually infpires, and which moiften the whole 
jurface of the body; and the falivation may from 
this caufe be kept up or augmented, though the 
phyfician would have it diminifhed. 

We have a remarkable inftance of this kind from 
Hildamus +. A young man, feverely labouring un: 
der the venereal difeafe, was under his care; this. 
man had a wife, about thirty years of age, who was 
equally infected by him. Though the winter was 
. exceflive fharp, he did not venture to defer her huf 

band’s cure, but anointed him repeatedly with mer-- 
curial unction ; then, on account of the great feve- 
rity of the already inveterate difeafe, he perfuaded 
the woman to ftay within doors with her hufband, 
and confine heríelf to the fame hot room her huf- 
band was falivated in, left fhe fhould receive far. 
ther injury from the cold air, and the difeafe 
thereby become more obftinate. The room was 
both narrow and low. 4 fele vapore unguenti ita 
alterata, 3 ad falivationem indu&a, fuit. mulier, ut 
Sere eodem modo ipfi. atque marito pituita ad os deflue- 
ret, exulceratio quin etiam oris fuperveniret, (Sc. Tan- 
dem adeo autia fuit falivatio, ut in proprium cubicu- 
tim, a marito feparatum, collocanda fuerit. Hac, una 
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cum viro fuo, a dira ifla Lue pleniffime convaluit, etfi 
inuuEa non fuifee: “ The woman was, ,by the va- , 
** pour of the unction alone, fo changed, and fuch 
«a fpitting brought on, that the faliva flowed from 
« her. mouth almoft in the fame quantity as it did 
« fom her hufband’s, and her mouth was alfo ul- 
« cerated, &c. The falivation at length fo increafed, 
«that fhe was obliged to be placed in a room apart 
« from her hufband. She, together with him, per- 
« fe&ly recovered from the difeafe, though fhe had 
«€. never been rubbed with unction.” 

It is from hence underftood how badly the difeafed 
are treated when many of them lie in the fame ward 
together, and are rubbed with mercurial unctions. 
This takes place in hofpitals, inftituted for curing 
the venereal difeafe, where the method of falivating 
by un&ion prevails, 

“The danger of a falivation alo threatens the found 
serfons who attend the difeaíed, and are obliged to 
continue in fuch air both night and.day-s ir v 

The celebrated Afiruc * directed the fri&ions not 
to be made by the patients themfelves, but rather 
by the attendants or fervants, who are more dex- 
trous and aétive at this bufinefs,; nor would he 
have their hands covered with gloves, or a blad- 
der, while they executed this office, but naked, 
to caule a greater heat for the friction. He con- 
feffes indeed, that fuch an attendant ftands in dan- 
cer of a falivation, if he rubs many patients the fame 
day ; yet he affürms, thatthere is no danger in rub- 
bing a fingle patient, (o that the fervant well wafhes 
‘his hands after he has Gnifhed the friction. But no 
sudent man will undertake this office ; for who can 
promife that he has nothing to fear from a faliva- 
ton? The mercurial unétion is laid on the palms of 
the hands and forced by a ftrong friction into the 
cutaneous veffels of the patient intended to be fali- 
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vated; hence it may equally enter the cutaneous 
velfels of the fervant, which are very numerous and 
minutely ramefied in the palms of the hands, unlefs 
thefe parts are become callous from hard labour. 

It happens, that the palms of the hands of many 
perfons are alnjoft continually moiftened with fweat. 
When phyficians expect a falutary natural crifis in dif- 
eafes from a gentle fweat, it is known, that its firft 
traces are perceived in the palms of thé hands. This 
part of the body is therefore beft fitted for exhalation 
and abforption: hence it is, for the moft part, or- 
dered, that the patients, who are to undergo a fali- 
vation, fhould rub themfelves, left any other found 
perfon fhould incur the danger of a falivation alfo: 
or when many are at the fame time under cure, for 
the venereal difeafe, in an hofpital, they may rub 
one another T in the prefence of the furgeon who di- 
rects their cure. : | 

Thus he will be certain, that none will experience 
the efficacy of mercury but thofe who require its 
ufe, that is, as far as it is applied by fri&ions; but 
when many venereal patients he in the fame place, 
the furgeon has always reafon to fear, left the mer- 
curial'atoms, difperfed through the air, fhould enter 
the body againft his knowledge and will. Whilft 
the falivation proceeds kindly, all prudent phyfici- 
ans leave off the frictions, or at leaft apply them 
with a more iparing hand, or repeat them at longer 
intervals, that the prefent falivation may be kept up, 
but not augmented: as the mercury, in this cafe, 
{till proceeds entering the body, though the fric- 
tions may be fufpended, it is evident how many ac- 
cidents may arife from it. 

Nor is this a vain fear, as appears from obferva- 
tions +. The celebrated Goulard was aftonifhed to 
{ee thofe, who were only under preparation for the 

3 fric. 


t Goulard fur les Malad. Vener. p. 12. 
* Ibidem, p. 55. | 


326 The VENEREAL Disease. Sect. 1467. 


fritions of mercurial un&ion, fall into a faliva- 
tion, when, on account of the poverty of the charity, 
they lay in the fame narrow ward with others who 
had been already rubbed with the unction. He ac- 
knowleges this to have often happened. He re- J 
lates the cafe of a foldier who had the fcurvy,T and 
was ordered to lie in the fame room which was de- 
{tined for the reception of venereal patients to be 
cured by falivation with mercurial unctions : the 
wretch’s face fwell’d, a high falivation enfued, and 
ulcers attended with a gangrene, of which he pe- 
rifhed, arofe in the infide of his mouth, it not being 
then in the power of art to ftop its progrefs. Pesit, 
fo famous in the art of furgery, in his treatife on 
venereal complaints in the bones Ts recommends a 
{alivation excited by mercurial frictions, and con- 
demns the internal ufe of mercurial preparations, as 
inefficacem, &8 femper perniciofum : “ inefficacious and 
** always pernicious ;" yet he does not deny but that 
the dofe of mercury, neceffary to cure the difeafe, can- 
not be determined at the time of the mercurial fric- 
étion, according to the different conftitution of the pa- 
tient, as the atmofphere is filled with mercurial atoms 
in thofe places where the difeafed lie to be cured by 
mercurial unctions in hofpitals, whence the patients 
are debilitated and rendered delicate ; befides the 
mercury received by friction, they alfo inhale thofe 
mercurial atoms which float in the air, and thus 
imbibe a quantity of it no way *at all proportionable 
to their ftrength, fo that they, after a violent fever, 
convulfions, and racking Ífwellings in the head aud 

fauces, perifh. $ i: 
Wherefore he advifes, that the patients, who un- 
dergo a falivation by mercurial unction, fhould lie in 
poni abe uoc 
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feparate chambers, or at leaft that but few of them be 
in an extenfive wate together, and that the windows 
be often opened, that the air may be changed : but it 
is not fafe, asis well known, to open the windows 
during the time of a falivation, particularly if the 
weather is cold. 

Befides, that danger may indeed be diminithed if 
the patients are placed in feparate tse bat it 
will not be entirely. taken away. It is known, that 
a part of the mercury tranfpires from the fkin of the 
patients who have been anointed, or have inwardly 
taken crude mercury : hence fach patients will re- . 
main in their own atmofpheres loaded with mercu- 
rial atoms, and the fame accidents will follow if they 
are confined in. fmall rooms; but it is impoffible to 
place every fingle venereal patient in a fpacious 
ward by himfelf, in an hofpital. 

All this great danger is avoided, if a falivation is 
raifed by mercurial "preparations internally taken : 
by this method we ‘can be very certain of the quan- 
tity of mercury which is thrown into the body ; and 
thefe preparations can be given in fo fmall a quan- 
tity, that they by no means hurt the bowels, lungs, 
or inteftines ; nor do they pis — oon or 
evacuations by ftool, and yet a falivation, enfues : 
and yet milder and fafer reniedies may be chofen, by 
which the falivation, already begun, may be kept 
up, or increafed if there be need.  Befides, mercury 
operates not equally.on all perfons; for the fymp- 
_ toms which indicate a high falivation, are pretenuy 
produced from a fmall quantity of mercury taken 
by fome ; for others, a far creater quantity is re- 
quired, particularly for thofe who have had more 
frequent need of the efficacy of mercury, as hath 
been curforily obferved by all thofe who have de- 
fctibed the cure of this difeafe. Hence it appears, 
how very needful are prudence and attention for cu- 
ring the venereal difeale by the ufe of mercury : but 
“as fach miferable patients often fhun the {ki lful 
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practitioners, through fhame of the filthy difeafe 


they fall into the hands of quacks, who treat this 


diforder in a moft ignorant and improper manner, 
and miferably deftroy thefe fuffering wretches . with 
unabafhed impudence. | 

For crude mercury, notwithftanding all that 
may be faid of its mild nature, will injure the hu- 
man body, even the molt healthy, when it enters it 
by an external application of a greater quantity than 
needful, Many were of opinion, that a. more cer- 
tain and happy cure was effected by mercury when 
the patients could bear fuch copious unctions before 
the figns of a falivation appeared ; for they particu- 
larly hoped to vanquifh the venereal difeafe by a 
large quantity of crude mercury: nay, it has been 
received as an approved practical axiom, from molt 
certain experience, tanto certius fanart Luem, quanto 


, . , ; \ 
copiofius argentum vivum in corpore hereat:* 8 the. 


‘© venereal difeafe is cured the more certainly in pro- 
** portion as the mercury more copioufly adheres 1n 
* the body." Hence all pofüble care fhould be ex- 
erted in' preventing a falivation, partly becaufe the 
mercury which flows through the veffels with the 
humours, foon paffes off that way, and partly be- 
caufe-the mercurial frictions muft be fufpended in 
the time of the falivation, or at leaft only applied in 
a lefs quahtity or at longer intervals; whence the 
patient cannot take in a great quantity of mercury. 
This manner of curing the venereal difeafe, was 
called the method per extinétionem ; ** by extinction,” 
which was recommended by the king of France's 
thief. phyfician Chycoineau, in the univerfity of 
Montpellier, where he brought it into practice, by 
a public differtation he wrote thereon in the year 
1718, and it has fince been made ufe of by many. 
But it is certain, that thofe who receive a quantity, 
of crude mercury, diffolved into vapours, into the 
ia, he Reig Be T ^ body, 
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body, are rendered moft miferable, lofe all their 
{trength, become paralytic, trembling, feeble in the 
joints, and live unfit for every thing ; and, if thefe 
diforders are inveterate, the patient can hardly be 
rettored to health. Such difeafes are particularly 
incident to thofe artificers who are much employed 
imgilding of metals, or thofe who in any manner 
handle quickfilver for any long time imprudently. 
Thofe who boil quickfilver from the mines live mi- 
ferably, and often perifh in the vigour of their 
age. ass 
From whence it may be concluded, that it is not 
at all íafe to fill the body with crude mercury, for 
it fometimes feparates from the humours with which. 
it circulates, 1s depofited in various parts of the body, 
and creates {till new accidents. Antoninus Mufa Bra- 
favolus 3 has more than once found quickfilver in 
the fkulls of the dead in their graves: he faw a man. 
alío who vomited quickfilver, from being only three 
times rubbed in the arms and legs with mercurial 
unction. We read the like in Bonetus.§ Schenkius + 
relates, that a great quantity of quickfilver was 
found in the bowels and brains of a little proftitute, 
who died fuddenly. Fallopius teftifies, | fe vidiffe bo- 
mines, inuncios per triennium ante, C9, «venientibus 
gummatibus in tibiis, detecto offe, vidiffe ibi collectum 
argentum vroum. Hac ratione, inquit, ego non probo 
medicamentum : utor aliquando, quando non potui via 
Regia ajfequi intentum : ** ** that he had deen. men, 
** who had been rubbed three years before with mer- 
curial unction, having nodes and gummata in their 
legs ; and that when their fhin-bones were laid 
bare, a quantity of quickfilver was found col- 
lected there: for this reafon, he fays, I do not ap- 
‘< prove of this medicine; yet I fometimes ufe it, 
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*« when I cannot fucceed by my ufual method.” When 
Fernelius * with his inftruments {craped the bones ren- 
dered carious by the venereal difeafe, he found fome 
globules of quickfilver amongít them Many other 
teftimonies of this kind may be adduced, but I think 
thefe are fufficient to prove, that crude: mercury, 
when introduced into the body by friction, and cir- 
culated with the humours through the vefiels, can 
join into a greater mafs, and be depofited in vari- 
ous places of the body, frequently not without dan- 
ger and damage. 

That celebrated man Targioni Tozzetti + faw a 
book in manufcript, wrote by an uncertain author, 
which contained many obfervations in phyfic and 
anatomy very worthy of being known. ‘hele were 
written in the fixteenth century, from the year 
i567, to 1584. Inthis book we read as follows: 
Qui laboraverunt Venerea Lue, €9 illiti fuerunt, bis, 
dum fecatur corpus in Anatome facienda, magna fit he- 
morrbagia, etiam invito plerumque fectore: fimiliter 
ilis viventibus Aneurifma accidit: utrumque accidit, 
quoniam bi babent venarum membranas admodum te- 
nues, €9 fubtiles, enervatas longo, © forti, litu. Hoc 
de magiftro Carolo babui, qui id apprime im quamplu- 
vimis obfervavit ; €2 verum effe comperi : ** Great hee- 
** morrhages happen in the bodies of perfons who die 
** with the venereal difeafe, after having been rubbed 
* with mercurial unction, when they are diffected, 
* and that too, for the moft part, in fpite of the 
* operator. An aneurifm in like manner happens 
** in fuch bodies when living; it happens to both, 
** becaufe they have the coats of the veins exceffive 
* flender, delicate, and weakened by long violent 
* ftretching. This I have had from my matter Ca- 
* rolus, who firft obferved this circumítance in 
* many bodies, and I, from experience, have found 
* his obfervation to be true.” 
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I confefs I fhould not believe, that the texture of - 
the .veffels could be fo debilitated by mercurial fric- 
tions as to caufe ananeurifm; but as quickfilver, 
moft minutely divided in the mercurial ointment, 
can, when moved through the veffels, join into a 
greater mafs, and be. circulated through our veflels 
in its natural form, and then be depofited in vari- 
ous parts of the body ; it appears not to be a ground- 
lefs apprehenfion, that this metallic fluid, fo much 
heavier than the blood, with the whole force of the 
left auricle of the heart, propelled into the- arch 
of the aorta, at its firft rife from the heart, may 
extend the particular part of its coats againit which 
it beats, to a greater degree, than the blood pro- 
pelled therein by the fame force of the heart: but 
lthink every body knows, as it is manifefted by 
numerous obfervations, that fuch a place of the 
aorta, though but flightly debilitated by a great dif- 
tenfion, forms an aneurilmatic fac, which very foon 
grows larger, and at length burfts and caules fudden 
death. 

I think that idet: divided into very minute 
globular parts, cannot eafily gather into greater glo- 
bules again, as long as it is n moved through the ar- 
teries, namely, the. convergent veffels, and through 
which the circulation of the humours 1s not inter- 

rupted, and is carried on with fome degree of velo- 

; City ; ; but in the veins, where the motion is flower, 
it is interrupted by the valves, and particularly in 
the greater veffels, wherein the venal blood is circu- 
lated in a greater quantity, and with lefs impetuo- 
hty ; thefe are the venal finufes, the auricles, and 
cavities of the heart, wherein the divided parts of the 
mercury may gather into greater globules, which in 
a moment after may run into the curvature of the 
aorta, by the force of the heart, and with a degree 
of impetuofity proportioned to that of the [pecific 
gravity by which the quickfilver exceeds that P 
the 
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the blood; from whence. an aneurifm is to be 
dreaded. : 

— Perhaps the like happened:to the firít man among 
the chriftians, who ufed Barbaroffa’s pills, & qui ce- 
cidit repente mortuus fuper pontem Avenionis, cum ipfe 
ibi profugus effet propter prelia : ** and who fuddenly 
« dropped down dead upon the bridge of Avignon, 
« in his flight from battle." Certainly nothing can 
be more dangerous to thofe labouring under an 
aneurifm than quick motion. Yet what the celebrated 
Aflruc * remarks, is true, for he fays, that the fudden 
death of this perfon could not be afcribed to the ufe 
of thefe pills, of which only one, hardly containing 
four grains of mercury, was given to the difeafed 
every evening. But as thefe pills are faid to have 
produced admirable effects, they were, without 
doubt, given in too great a dofe, or during a longer 
time than needful, and fo, a great quantity of quick- 
filver was thrown into the blood, which at length 
became fo powerful as to produce thele evils. 

All thefe circumftances which have been hitherto 
mentioned to have attended the external application 
of crude mercury for curing the venereal difeafe, 
have occafioned fuch an application never to have 
been recommended by my advice. Nam /azta efi 
ejus inconftantia, ut nunquam omnino exate admini- 
jivari pofft y quum enim nimio ejus ufu nocere times, 
parum profiis, cum eo, quod fatis eft, jwvare cupis, 
fepenumero valde ledis , adeo difficile eft ejus vires 
meiiri, C9 velum ab co, quod non eft rectium, in illo 
difcernere +: ** For its uncertainty 1s fo great, that 
« it can never be altogether exactly adminiftered ; 
* for when you fear to injure the patient by a too 
« plentiful ufe of it, you profit but httle; when 
** you have recourfe to a copious ule thereof, you 
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* as often do miíchief to numbers with it; fo that 
* itis very difficult to regulate its powers, and to 
* difcern what is right from wrong." I have always 
preferred mercurial preparations which I knew could 
fafely excite a falivation ; for thereby I was certain 
of the quantity of mercury that entered the circu- 
lation ; nor had l any thing to fear from a longer 
{tay of the quickfilver than needful in the body, fo 
as firft to neftle there, and then be depofited in va- 
rious parts of it. | 


SOEOCCTIS MCCOCESVIIT. 


FATA T this falivation may be performed 
with fuccefs, let the difeafed for fome 
days firft be filled with ptifan. 


I always ufed the following method of exciting a 
mercurial falivation, for the cure of the venereal 
difeafe, until I afterwards began to ufe another mode 
of practice, which I fhall hereafter mention. 

_I firft examined whether the patients had ftrength 
enough or not, to undergo the tortures of a faliva- 
tion, which certainly are not flight. If they were 
obferved to have dried, withered bodies, to have 
weak lungs, to have before fpit blood, and fubjeét 
to a continual little fever, that raged with greateft 
violence in the evening, I always deferred their 
cure by a falivation, firít attempting to mend the 
condition of the body with good diet, baths, and 
country air. Some fuch patients being impatient and 
tired. of thefe delays, have fought the advice of 
more indulgent doctors; but they have almoft all 
perifhed in the courfe of the falivation : the few 
Em furvived, led but miferable and fhort lives. 

e read many more like cafes in other obfervations.* 
Unlefs the forces be increafed by this method, and 

the 
* Turner Siphylis, p. 327. 
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the body be rendered fomewhat more plump or ro- 
buft, I believe that a falivation cannot without dan- 
ger be attempted upon fuch wafted emaciated bo- 
dies : fix weeks are abfolutely required for perfecting 
this cure. 

For a whole week before mercury is taken, let 
fof light food be ufed, fuch as is moiftening and 
antifeptic, made of rye, barley, or oats, with 'emol- 
lient plants boiled in broth or milk ; alfo boiled ap- 
ples, and a fmall quantity of white flefh meats, fuch 
as veal, lamb, or fowls, rather ftewed or boiled than 
roafted : let the patients drink be pure water, with 
a third part of new milk added to it. Mild fmall 
beer may be fafely allowed thofe who T been ac- . 
cuftomed to malt liquors. 

But wine and the ufe of all fpirituous aromatic li- 
quors muft be totally fhunned. 

When the humours are diffolved by the action 
of the mercury, and the falivation produces a great 
ftench, all the parts will, as much as they poffibly: can, 
be fortified by fuch a foft antifeptic food, againft the 
injuries of putrefaction, 

Let the inteftines be evacuated by eccoprotic 
purges and glyfters, that the retained excrements 
may create no mifchief in the time of the falivation, 
when the body is ufually in a coftive ftate: let the 
patient be bathed every day during tais week, that 
the fkin may be entirely cleanfed, becaufe the bed- 
linen will not be changed during the whole-time of 
the falivation. 

If the body is. plethoric, let blood be drawn, if: 
not, let that be omitted. ‘et the body, during 
thefe eight days, be filled with an emollient aperient 
decoétion, made of the roots of China, Sarzaparilla, 
Doeg-gra[s roots, €9c. "To prepare a decoétion for 
poor perfons, take the roots of Bardana, and Marfb- 
mallows with Liquorice, which produce the fame ef- 
fe&. Such a decoction is inferted in the Materia 
Medica at this number. 


Alf 
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.. All this being done, let the. patient put on his- 
flannel drefs, which he is not to take off during fix 
wecks ; let his head be covered. warm, with a wool- 
len cap, forit is dangerous to expofe the head to 
| the cold air during the time of the falivation. 

This preparation is fufficient before the patient un- 
dergoes the falivation. Sydenham * condemned labori- 
ous and tedious preparations by cathartics, digerents, 
baths, &c. previous to a falivation ; for he confidered. 
quickfilver as a poifon needful for exciting a faliva- 
tion, which could be more eafily endured by a ftrong 
found body than by one debilitated , by bleeding and 
low diet. Haud dubie fatius efle duxerit equus rerum 
eimator, nibil agere, quam, ita fatagendo, mocere. 
Quid quod experientia teflatur, nullis evacuationibus, 
aut alo modo, infrmatos falivationis impetum. multe 
melius fuflinere, quam cos, quorum quaft. ante prelium 
incifi funt. nervi : ** Doubtleís, every judicious. per- 
* fon would. think it better to do nothing at all, 
* than to do mifchief by fuch unfeafonable attempts. 
* Befides, it is manifeft from experience, that. a fa- 
* ]ivation is better borne by thofe who have not 
** been debilitated by evacuations, or any other way, 
** than by fuch as have been weakened before enter- 
** ing upon the courfe.” 


SEC T. MCCCCLXIX. 


| HEN, every two hours, adminifler a 
fuitable dofe of mercurius dulcis, three 
times fublimed. 


He who is to undergo a cure by falivation, fhould 
conftantly be kept in warm air, fo that the mercury 
fhould mever, be depreffed in the Fahrenheit’s ther- 

mometer 


* Hiftory of the Venereal Difeafe, p. 353. 
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mometer (whofe thirty-fecond degree indicates the 
point of freezing) beneath fixty degrees; ifit (hould 
afcend to feventy degrees, it can be eafily endured ; 
but if it rifes above eighty degrees, which it hardly 
ever ought, there are but few who can bear this 
greater degree of heat without anxiety and trouble ; 
from whence the patient's reft is ufually diiturbed : 
for though the hotter temperature of air is ufually 
recommended in the time of falivation, ftill the 
more ealy or difficult bearing of heat is to be at- 
tended to, which is found to vary in different men. 

Mercury is ufually given to women immediately 
after their menftrual evacuations have done flowing, 
left in the troublefome time of a falivation, that pe- 
riodical monthly flux fhould happen. | 
- E have:made choice of fuch preparations of mer- 
cury as can be commodioufly borne by the body, 
. and neither provoke a vomiting nor evacuations by 
ftool. I always abftained from red precipitate and 
turbith mineral, becaufe they ufually difturb the body 
vehemently. I have feen thefe ufed by fome others 
to robuft men, in whom even they quickly brought 
on a copious falivation, and often a very dangerous 
one too, which was not eafily reduced to its due 
moderation. It happens, that from taking of fuch 
rough medicines, large, and debilitating evacua- 
tions by ftool often follow, {ometimes not without 
danger. 

I have ufed white precipitate, or mercurius dulcis, 
three times fublimed. I have known calomel indeed 
to be recommended, which is mercurius dulcis feven 
times füblimed, and the mercurial panacea, which is 
prepared by fifteen repeated fublimations : but I be- 
lieve I have obferved, that thefe elaborate prepara- 
tions may indeed be fafely applied, but the price is 
augmented, and their ftrength decreafed, by this often 
repeated labour; hence I preferred fuch^as were 
more efficacious, and which I could at will exhibit 
in a limited dofe without any danger. 

I have 
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_ 4 have therefore ufed the following prefcriptions : 


R. Mercur. precipit. albi gran. xxx: 
Sacchart alb. puriff. drach... 0 0 
Diu fimul irita in mortario vitreo; in xxiv. partes 
equales divifa, exbibe. 


R. Mercur. dulc. ter fublimati grau. yxxxx: 
Sive drach. 1 p. 
Sacchari albi purif. dracbiiji |, UN 
Diu fünul trita en mortario vitreo, in xxiv. dofes 
equales divifa, exbibe. 


I gave one of thefe dofes at fix o'clock in thé 
morning, atnine, and at twelve ; then at fix and 
nine in the evening. 

But left that a vomiting, à griping, of a diarrheea 
fhould come on, let the patient take a fpoonful of 
the following mixture after every dofe. 


R. Ag. fill. Cort. Citri Une. iv. 
Laudan. puri gr. ij. 
Mace; 


This quantity is fufficient for robuft men, but I di- 
minifhed the dofe for younger or weaker perfons, or 
elle the quantity of mercury in every dofe : for no 
certainty can be here generally ftated ; but it ought 
to be determined by him who has the cure in hand, 
and often vifits the patient, that he may accurately 
obferve the changes produced from taking thefe re- - 
tnedies. : 

To many I only gave three dofes the firft day s 
then; if they bore them eafily, I augmented the dofes 
the next day. PRA 

, Nine grains of mercurius dulcis are; in the Materia 
Medica, accounted a dofe ; but, to the beft of my 
knowledge, the celebrated Boerhaave never admini- 
ftered fuch a quantity of this remedy at one dofe ; 

Vor. X VIL, Z which 
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which every one will eafily believe, as it. may be 
read in the text, that a fuitable dofe of mercurius 
dulcis is to be given every two hours, but the word 
fuitable is added ; from whence it appears, that he 
had left the quantity of mercurius dulcis undeter- 
mined : but the diet ftill remains the fame as was 
recommended in the time of preparation for the fa- 
livation. | 


SEC T. MCCCCLXX. 


S foon as the breath is obferved to be- 
| come feetid, the gums to grow fore 
and painful, and the teeth to loofen, it is to be 
attended to whether the falivation fhould go 
on, remain in its prefent ftate, or be lowered. 


In thefe patients a little fever arifes fooner or later 
after the mercury is taken; it feldom happens on the 
firít day, but fometimes on the fecond, and oftner 
on the third, fometimes later; they grow hot, un- 
eafy, thirfty, and feel a troublefome wearinefs, as if 
all the ftrength of the body was gone; then an un- 
ufual ftench of the breath, very troublefome to the 
patient, and no lefs fo to the by-ftanders, follows, 
as a fign of an approaching falivation; and this. 
ftench remains during the whole time of the faliva- 
tion. 'Lhofe who are accuftomed to the cure of the 
venereal difeafe. doubt not of a future falivation, 
when they, on entering the room, perceive this ca- 
daverous difagreeable {mell. 

'The gums then begin to grow painful, the teeth to 
loofen and rife in their fockets, the inner parts of 
the cheeks grow ftiff, fo thac the utterance of fpeech 
becomes difficult ; then the lips fwell, and the whole 
head is inflated ; where the fwelled tongue touches 
the teeth, on either fide, it becomes ulcerated, and 

is 
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is fometimes deeply corroded and exceflive painful ; 
the infide of the cheeks are deeply ülcerated, and 
fometimes a violent hemorrhage flows from them ; 
then fucceeds a copious flux of vifcid faliva, both 
night and day, which is. exceflive feetid, : 

Thus many and ereat calamities accompany a 
mercurial falivation ; whence the more prudent prac-: 
titioners, as foon as the firft figns of a commen- 
cing .falivation. declare themfelves, are careful to 
fufpend the efficacy of the mercury, or at leaft to di- 
minifh the dofe, until they know that the under- 
taken cure proceeds not with too much impetu-, 
ofity, | | 

But this can be far more fafely done when a fa- 
livation is attempted by the internal ufe of mercury; 
than if quickfilver be mixed with the blood by 
unction, as appears from what has been before faid ; 
for I am certain of the quantity of mercury which I 
internally sive; but I can by no means be certain of 
the quantity of crude mercury which introduces it- 
felf through the fkin, and which fometimes fuddenly | 
_ begins to operate. | | | 

As long as it remains a doubt, whether, the fali- 
vation, already begun, will fuddenly increafe, a frefh 
dofe of mercury is to be abftained from ; if it goes 
on flowly and moderately, it muft be kept up by 
One mercurial powder or another, adminiftered now 
and then. If a violent falivation comes on, it is ra- 
ther to be checked ; which matter will be hereafter 
treated of. E | dee ; 
' During the time of falivation, a large quantity of 
mild diluting drink is required, which 1s ufually 
compofed of ftoned raifins, pearl barley, and liquo- 
rice; to theíe; when ftrained, let a third part of 
pure new milk be added. Many other fuch-like 
ptifans may be prepared according to the patients 
fancy or palate. 
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SEC T. MCCCCLXXI. 
I' Ib. iij. or lb. iv. of faliva are difcharged 


every twenty-four hours, it is fufficient, 


It plainly appears, that the quantity of faliva dif- 
charged is variable according to the difference of 
age and robuftnefs of body; generally, if the pa- 
tients {pit three or four pints of faliva every twenty- 
four hours, it is thought fufficient. I have feen 
íome who fpit five or fix pints without any great 
lofs of their ftrength. If four pints are daily dif- 
charged, an hundred and twenty pints will flow out 
in the fpace of thirty days, and more full from 
one whole falivation is longer continued, and who 
daily fpits a greater quantity. It manifeftly appears 
from hence, that the old humours of the body are 
difcharged by this evacuation, and are not replaced 
by an equal quantity of new, from the aliment ta- 
ken in; whence thofe who have undergone a faliva- 
tion rife fo emaciated and exhaufted from this cure, 
that they, for the moft part, lofe all their plump- 
nefs of body : nor can the foft drink, juít now re- 
commended, fupply that lofs when fuftained ; as the 
patients, lying in a hot place, génerally fweat much, 
 peither do they ufually difcharge a fmall quaatity of 
urine. Befides, not unfrequently, fome very debi- 
litating evacuations by ftool alfo happen during the 
time of a falivation. 


'To fpeak the truth, the vitiated humours are freed 


from the poifon of the venereal difeafe, by a faliva- 
tion, and by the fweating method of cure; more of 
which will be faid hereafter. Thefe humours thus. 
depurated are expelled from the body, and their 
place is fupplied with other new and pure hurnoursg: 
and thus the patient 1s reftored to found health : but 
as 


4 
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as more may be loft, than is reftored to the body 
during the time of falivation, it appears, that a pru- 
dent medium is required, that the falutary end may 
be obtained, and that the patient fail not of a cure, 
after fuffering fo much. 

From thefe obíervations appears a frefh reafon, 
why the miferable patients are fo unhappily treated, 
when quacks, the very peftilence of the common 
people, dare meddle with fuch cures. 

A fimilar method was recommended to procure 
longevity ; namely, that an almoft radical change 
of humours might be formed in the aged body by 
diffolvent remedies, afterwards fucceeded by an eva- 


'cuation of thefe humours, in like manner as the 


cures performed by the virtue of crude mercury, or 
by attenuant, drying, or fudorific deco&tions : thefe 


| frequently very well difpofe the body for the expul- 


fion of the old, and reftoration of the new, vital 
matter." Yet it is excellently added, Unde prudens 
ars per bas ad vitam longam ducit: * Whence pru- 
* dent art conduces to long life by virtue of thefe 
** remedies.” I believe there can be but few found 
‘who would be willing to purchafe the uncertain ex- 
pectation of old age at this price, 


SOB T.  .MCCCCLXXIE 


.F the flux of the faliva be le(s, it is to 
be excited by the fame provocative. 


Let the number of dofes, or the quantity of mer- , 
cury in every dofe, be augmented. It ufually very 
much promotes the increafe of the falivation to have 
the head and neck covered with fiannel, yet the fa- 
livation or flux muft not be over hurried. I was al- 

Z 3 ways 
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ways more willing to perfift longer in the fame 
quantity of mercury, than to a5 haftily ; for fome- 
times an immoderate falivation, furpaffing expecta- 
tion, is the confequence, which cannot be mode- 
rated by the phyfician without great difficulty, after 
the patient has taken-a large quantity of mercury. - 


SECT. MCCCCLXXIII. 


¥ F the flux íhould be greater than the pa- 
tients ftrength can bear, it is to be check'd 
by mild glytters, purgatives, or fudorifics.. 


It fometimes may happen, that the mercury bé. 


Edd a fudden and impetuous manner, particu- 
arly if an imprudent or an over-repeated doje of 
it was given ; Or if more crude mercury than need- 
ful had entered thc body by friction; then the 
head, lips, and tongue, fuddenly fwell, and all the 
infide of the mouth ; and, as the veffels of thefe 
parts are very pervious, a violent and perpetual fa- 
livation enfues, fo that if it fhould continue with the 
fame progrefs, it would fo empty the whole body in 
a fhort time, that it muft be entirely exhaufted, the 
fpirits faint, and even death enfue. Being thus pre- 
cautioned, the patients are advifed to drink freely 
of the ptifan, recommended in Sect 1470, fo that 
its quantity may exceed that of the faliva difcharged ; 
let {uch nutriment as is thin be given, fo that it 
may pafs without moleftation, and yet be fully nou- 
rifhing, though fcarcely requiring any action of the 
. bowels for its concoétion ; fuch as the thick juice 
of barley, oats, or rye, boiled in veal broth, or 
milk, in hopes that the ftrength may be fuftained, 
for enduring the impetuofity of a ftrong faliva-. 
i. RU hae "T8 TONG CN 
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If thefe prove infufficient, the falivation is to be 
. diminifhed as much as poffible, by a determination 
of the humours to fome other parts: thofe, who oniy 
ufed mercury internally, may eafily abítain there- 
from; thofe who have experienced the effects of 
mercurial unctions, mult quickly pull off their 
Ítockings, breeches, fhirt, and fheets, all which have 
been fouled by the mercurial ointment, and then 
carefully cleanfe their fkin, left the adhering mer- 
cury fhould enter the body and increafe the faliva- 
tion, which is already too profufe. 

Cathartics are alfo recommended for carrying off 
a part of this peccant matter by ftool, and thus re- 
 heving the fuperior parts, which for a long time, 
both night and day, difcharge a conftant ftream of 
faliva, whereby the wretched patients are entirely 
deprived of fleep. | : 

Yet great circumfpection is here needful; for it 
will appear, from what will be faid in the following 
fection, that it is not in the leaft to be withed 

for, that all the force of the mercury fhould país off 
by ftool.- Let this matter be tried by a lenient pur- 
ging glyíter, the formula whereof may be feen in 
the Materia Medica. It is known, that this is called 
a cathartic glyfter, which ought to operate by pro- 
curing ftools, but not by fimply expelling the feces, 
for it is to be compoted of a quadruple quantity of 
the ingredients which are ufually taken inwardly as 
a cathartic draught ; whence the reafon is evident 
why this is called a lenient glyiter. 

There is another prefcription to be taken inter- 
nally, which contains fifteen grains of diagridium, 


phur) and fix drachms of the /yrup of rofes with jena, 


we E 


erful cathartics, and much lefs thoíe. which may 
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create a vomiting. The celebrated Afiruc * only 
advifed the milder purges to be taken; but af- 
terwards adds, Imo, fi grave periculum. immineat, 
cum aqua beneditta Rulandi, feu vino emetico, ad 
unciam unam €9 dimidiam: ** nay, an ounce and 
« a half of aqua benedicta Rulandi, or emetic wine, 
«* if the danger fhould be very threatning.” Who- 
ever fhould but once fee a man lying, in the mid- 
dle of a falivation, with all the infide of his mouth 
ulcerated, his lips and cheeks fwelled, füff, and cor- 
roded, with his tongue painful, fwelled, and cor.’ 
roded at the fides, hanging out of the mouth, muft 
certainly be ftruck with horror if he fhould think, 
that perhaps within a few minutes this wretch, after 
the moft terrible ficknefs, fhould be feized with a 
violent vomiting. The celebrated author forefaw | 
this difficulty afterwards, faying, Verum tamen, fi 
eb preclufum guttur a tonfillarum tumore. voyntio dif- 
ficilior effe videatur, prafiaret, grana aliquot tartari 
flibiati. folubilis, v. g. quinque, in aque libris duabus 
folvere, €8, partitis ‘hauftibus, potanda praberes fic 
enim fratia, adeoque vomitioni promovenda impar, de- 
erfum ire perget flibii vis, que paulo fortior impetum 
farfum faéiura fuiffet : ** But if the vomiting fhould 
« beobferved to:be more difficult, on account of 
« the throat contracted by the tumour of the ton- 
« fis, it will be ufeful to diffolve five grains of 
« emetic tartar in two pints of water, and to give 
« itto be drank in divided draughts; for the dofe 
« thus broken is fo unequal to the promoting of. 
s¢ vomiting, that the emetic tartar will act. by ftool, 
« which if given in a larger dofe would have proved 
«'a violent'ametic^ie nen daos sin 

— But certainly emetic tartar diluted, often pro- 
duces a ficknefs and vomiting, though it for the 
moft part operates by ftool: it is well known, that 
the ftronger purges frequently excite a vomiting, 
when they begin to dilturb the body ; but one reach. 


j , ing 
* De Morbis Venereis, Lib. IV. Cap. VIL p. 564, 365. * 
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ing only may do much -mifchief here, if it be con-. 
fidered, what a miferable ftate the infide of the 
mouth, the fauces, and tongue are in, during the 
falivation. Even in a found man, in whom thefe 
parts are entire, flexible, and moveable, the contents 
of the ftomach are exploded with great impetuofity, 
and violent ftrainings. How much is to be feared 
then when the tongue, tonfils, palate, and fauces are 
tumefied and grown {tiff, left that any part of the 
contents of the ftomach, expelled by the vomit, 
fhould fall into the wind-pipe and endanger fuffo- 
cation, unlefs inftantly forced out by a very ftrong 
cough! What tormenting pain muft be fuffered, 
when all thefe parts, diftended and inflamed, are fo 
rudely agitated! What dread of a haemorrhage, 
which frequently happens during the time of fali- 
vation, whilft all thefe half-corroded parts are 
roughly fhakem by a vomit or cough! Whence, if I 
am not miftaken, a vomit is to be avoided during 


. the time of falivation. 


Therefore, as great caution was needful, in di- 
minifhing too high a falivation by evacuations by 
ítool, an attempt was made to derive the impetu- 
ofity, and quantity of humours from the head, and 
infide of the mouth, by fudorific remedies; for 
whilft the fkin was all over bathed with fweat, it 
was hoped, that thofe parts which feparate and dii- 
charge the faliva would be lefs ftrained ; and that 
the exceffive torrent of the falivation might be lei- 
jened by this method. | 

In Boerbaave’s Materia Medica, xxxiv. grains of 
Diafcordium Sylvii are recommended as a fudorific 
for this purpofe; but as this compofition is not al- 
ways met with in the apothecaries fhops in Germany, 
I fhall fay a few words concerning it. 

Diajcordium, ío called from the herb Scordium, 
which is a principal ingredient in this electuary, 1s 
defcribed by Hieronymus Fracaftorius, Lib. 3. de mor- 


bis contagiofis, cap. 7. and highly extolled for cu- 


ring 
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ring of contagious difeafes, particularly the plague: 
he therefore gave his patients a potion, which con- 
tained a dram of this eleCtuary ; two ounces of the 
juice of Lujula, or wood forrel, an ounce of tbe juice 
of lemons; and an ounce of vinegar ; and two ícru- 
ples /pecierum cordial. de gemmis : but he particu- 
larly feems to have attributed all the medicinal 
ower of this draught, for curing the plague, to 
the Diaftordium, three fourth-parts of which confift 
of honey; whence fifteen grains of the other ingre- 
dients together were taken in this draught. If I 
miftake not, this electuary confifted of fixteen in- 
gredients ; whence a {mall fhare of each was in this 
draught, and therefore fome were more willing to 
attribute the efficacy of this remedy to the acid: 
juices, rather than to the drachm of Diafcordium 3 
and there is alfo fome opium, but nota great quan- 
tity, in this ele&uary ; but that varied in different, 
places: in fome apothecaries fhops, a drachm of 
Diafcordium contains one third part of a grain of 
opium, but only one fourth part of a grain in Vi- 
enna. This compofition is ufually to be found al- 
moft in every apothecary’s fhop, but not exactly 
prepared like that which Fracaftorius defcribed. 
Francifcus de le Boe Sylvius * compofed another 
Diafcordium different from the former, for he took 
many ingredients from it and added new ones; fuch 
as radices angelice, folia cardut beneditii, crocum, aca- 
ciam, radicem imperatoria, nucem mofchatam: the 
ereateft difference confifted in this, that he added no 
honey to it, which increafes the bulk but not the 
virtues of the remedy, in fuch-like compofitions ; 
for he ordered all the ingredients to be digefted in 
fpirit of wine, which he diftilled in an alembic over 
a flow fire; there then remained an extra& in the 
bottom of the veffel, which neither changed nor be- 
came corrupted: thus he gave a fpecimen of the 
| manner 
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manner of compounding fuch remedies in fhops, . 
which contain great virtues in a little compafs. It. 
plainly appears, that the proportion of the mixed 
opium to the reft of the ingredients is increafed, 
as no honey is added to the compofition. The pro- 
portion of opium to the reft of the imgredients 
cannot be exactly .afcertained in the Diafcordium Syl- 
vii, as that may vary according to the confiftence 
of the extract at the bottom. Sy/viws himfelf deter- 
mines fifteen grains to be a fufficient dofe to ope- 
rate as a fudorific : twenty grains, as hath been faid, 
are prefcribed in Boerhaave’s Materia Medica. 1 
have feen thirty grains, and more, given without 
any damage to the patient. 

The concentrated virtues of the aromatics, ud 
.the aperient quality of the faffron, prove the efficacy 
of this remedy ; it would be of the utmoft fervice 
if, after the exhibition of a purge, in this cafe, it 
soni reprefs, alleviate, or lull the difturbance ari- 
fing from the operation of the cathartic, and alfo 
the extreme fenfibility of the internal parts of the 
mouth, whereby the falivation is ufually augmented ; 
and at the fame time promote the derivation of the 
humours to another part, by raifing fweat. 


S EC T. MCOCCLEXXIV, 


F the mercury runs off by ftool, opiates 
and diaphoretics will be needful. 


The effect of mercury, whether externally applied 
by friction, or internally taken, is a diffolution of 
the humours of the body, and an evacuation of thele 
humours fo diffolved, ioa copious, foetid faliva dif- 
charged by the mouth. But it fometimes happens, 
that all the mercury runs off by ftool, which is not 
at all to be withed for. A falivation no fooner begins 

in 
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in fome perfons, than a diarrhoea immediately fol- 
lows: to guard againít this, let a fpoonful of the. 
Opiate medicine, prefcribed in Sect. 1469, be taken, 
after every dofe of the mercurial preparation, and 
alfo be frequently repeated between whiles, if the 
patient complains of a griping pain or rumbling of 
the bowels ; nor have I ever given another dofe of 
mercury until thefe complaints fubfided: I alfo di- 
minifhed the dofe of mercury, and gave it at longer 
intervals, if I obferved that the inteftines were eafily 
irritated. | 
But as the mouth grows painful before the fali- 
vation begins, I fufpected that the painful, inflam- 
matory, ulcerating caufe, applied to the internal . 
parts of the mouth, might draw the putrid mafs of 
humours towards thefe places. Hence the fame is | 
to be dreaded from the griping pains, which happen 
in confequence of the internal ufe of mercury; and, 
if the whole infide of the mouth fhould be all over 
ulcerated during the falivation, how many evils 
muft enfue, if from a like conflux of humours, a 
falivation fhould be formed by the inteftines! This 
certainly may be called an inteftinal falivation, be- 
caufe it performs the fame effect, as I have learned 
in the foilowing cafe. A thin lean woman, of thir- 
ty-four years of age, afked my advice in regard to 
jome pains, which fhe had a long time fuffered, in the 
infide of her mouth, and a hoarfenefs, of which fhe 
complained. I found a hole eat through the palate 
of her mouth, which was large enough to receive 
the top of a man’s little finger. After I had 
for fome days filled this faplefs body with water 
cruel, with an addition of a third part of milk, 
the pains in her mouth, &c. were diminifhed, the 
fauces, before dry, feemed moift, and I attempted 
to excite a falivation by giving her mercurius dul- 
c:s, yet in a {mall dofe only : fhe was immedi- 
ately ruffed by a racking pain of the bowels, with _ 
a flux by ftool, and but flight traces of a falivation 
appeared ; 
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appeared ; neither did her tongue or lips fwell, fo 
_ that I could every day frequently view the ulcer 
in the palate of her mouth. I reftrained the diar- 
rhoea with opiates; I evidently faw the margins of 
of the ulcer grow moift, the width of the hole at 
bottom diminifh, the corroded flefh replaced with 
new, and the whole ulcer tend to a confolidation. 
Still I went on, with great caution, in the ufe of the 
mercurius dulcis, which feemed as yet no way ac- 
tive. But afterwards a falivation fuddenly came 
on: fhe was feized with a vomiting, and a dyfentery, 
which I fupprefied with opium; I kept up the fali- 
vation by ífupporting her with fuitable drink, &c. 
and thus fhe was perfectly cured, and for many years 
after lived found and robuft. | | 

As foon therefore as I perceived the mercury to, 
operate by ftool, I gave opiates, and that repeatedly, 
until the pains of the abdomen and bowels were 
{topped. Such a prefcription is inferted in Boer- 
haave's Materia Medica, where half a grain of opium 
is ordered to be given every quarter of an hour, un- 
til thefe fymptoms fubfide. Theriaca Andremachi, 
Ípread upon leather, and applied in form of a plaí- 
ter to the abdomen, is recommended for that fame 
. purpofe: but as a free perfpiration through the fkin 
is always recommended for the cure of a diarrhoea, 
(according to Hippocrates’ words * cutis raritas, alvi 
denfitas: ** When the {kin is moift, the belly is in 
* a coftive ftate:”) hence fudorifics, mixed with 
opiates, are alfo recommended in this cafe. Such a 
remedy, compofed of Diafcordium Sylvii, of which 
‘I have fpoken in the preceding fe€tion, is to be 
found in Boerhaave's Materia Medica. 


* Epidem VI. Charter Tom. IX. p. 433. 
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S-E C T. MCCCGLXXV. 


XY THEN the mouth, gums, and the 
NV jaws, or internal parts of tbe fauces; 
fwelltoo much, or grow very painful, a íoft 
lenient gargle or lotion is to be ufíed, or as 
in Se&. 1473. 


- It fometimes happens, efpecially when a falivation 
is brought on by mercurial unction, that the mouth, 
gums, jaws, and tongue, contrary to expectation, 
are greatly {welled and inflamed, with excruciating 
pain, fo that no flight danger of a fuffocation arifes - 
from the fudden tumour of thefe parts. When a 
falivation is produced by mercurials internally given, 
this feldom happens; becaufe, as foon as the pa- 
tients feel a flight itching in the gums, and the teeth 
begin as it were to be raifed, the prudent phyfician 
will entirely abítain from the ufe of the mercury, 
or give but a {mall dofe only, that he may keep up 
the prefent ftate, as a falivation may enfue in a fhort 
time after: for it was before faid, that the efficacy 
of crude mercury can be far more eafily reduced to 
ajuft medium when internally applied, than when 
externally rubbed into the body. 

If in fuch a cafe a ftrong falivation immediately 
follows, the {welling of the parts, for the moft part, 
ufually fubfides, and the danger of fuffocation from 
the exceffive fize of the tumour is leffened: yet 
the fkilful practitioners are generally full of appre- 
henfion when a falivation fuddenly arifes from a 
{mall quantity of crude mercury; for experience 
hath taught, that the cure of the venereal difeafe 1s 
then lefs certain, and that the fymptoms of the dif- 
eafe-oftner return afrefh. The fame hath been ob- 

ferved 
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ferved after a great inflammation of the internal 
parts of the mouth, together with a plentiful faliva- 
tion.* Whence it appears, why the more prudent 
practitioners have always attempted to apply mer- 
cury in fuch a manner that a moderate falivation 
fhould follow, as was faid in Sec. 1471. The age, 
lex, and ftrength of the patient, muft always be re- 
garded; but when the difeafed perfon lies in thefe 
difficulties, he is immediately to be fuccoured by 
perpetually fupplying the infide of his mouth with 
warm decoctions of emollient herbs; for the in- 
flamed and {welled internal parts of the mouth fuf- 
fer very acute pain from the motions required in 
gargarifing them; befides,.a part of the gargarifm 
might fall into the afpera arteria, and fuffocate the: 
patient, or at leaft prove very troublefome to him, 
if all that fell in fhould. be expelled from the tra- 
chea by a violent fit of coughing; for certainly 
the inflamed and painful parts muft be greatly fhaken 
. bya violent cough. 

Such herbs are prefcribed in Boerhaave's Materia 
Medica, at Sect. 1426, the decoctions whereof may not 
only be ufed as above directed, but alfo be drank, 
and often injected in the manner of a glyfter; for 
they relax, open, and foften the parts, fo as that a 
more copious falivation may flow. 

If fome eafe follow not immediately, the patient 
muit be bled; and it muft be tried whether the 
quantity and impetuofity of the humours cannot be 
drawn downwards by ftool, that the over-great fwel- 
lings in the upper parts may abate, as was obferved 
. in Sect. 1473. It is indeed to be feared, left the 
inteftines be greatly injured by this acrid and putrid 
filth; but nobody will hefitate in choofing the 
fighter evil in fuch a doubtful cafe. If, therefore; 
the internal parts of the mouth fhould fwell fo 
much that a cathartic cannot be fwallowed, a quad- 

ruple 
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ruple dofe of thefe ingredients fhould be injected by 
way of glyfter. | 

- Thefe evils fometimes ought not to be afcribed to 
thofe who undertake the cure, but to the patients 
themfelves. I had a young man under cure, who 
was not ignorant of thé medical art. I gave him fome 
dofes of white precipitate, and the firlt figns of an 
approaching falivation readily appeared. 1 was de- 
firous, as ufual, to defift from the farther applica- 
tion of mercury, until I firft faw the progrefs of the 
falivation. ‘The patient being diflatished, and tired 
with this delay, fent to an apothecary’s for five 
grains of turbith mineral, unknown to me, and im- 
mediately fwallowed that dofe, with a defign, as he 
faid, either to cure, or kill himfelf quickly: having 
thus done, he opened the windows of the chamber 
in cold and: ternpeftuous wet winter weather, threat- 
ening his nurfe with prefent death if fhe attempted 
to {top this unadvifed and rafh ftep. I was, in three 
hours after, haftily called to fuccour the wretch 
then at death's door: his head was all over excef- 
fively fwelled ; his eyes were bloodíhed, fwelled, and 
ítarüng out of his head ; his tongue, livid and fwel- 
led, hung out of his mouth ; his lips in like manner. 
livid and fwelled were inverted ; and he alfo la- 
boured under vaít anxiety, fo that I never beheld fo 
horrid a fpectacle. A neighbouring furgeon quickly 
bled him until he fainted ; I then prefcribed a ftrong 
purging glyfter to be inftantly given him, which - 
difcharged an incredible quantity of humours ; and 
the fwelling of the parts fo fubfided, that he could 
in a fhort ume breathe freely and fwallow liquids : 
the falivation copioufly flowed the day following, 
and proceeded happily every day after, until he was 
cured ; yet he languifhed for fome months beforé 
be could recover his ufual ftrength. 


SEC T. 
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S.EC T. MCCCCLXXVI. 


| H E falivation is to be continued until 

all the fymptoms of the venereal difeafe 

vanifh, which commonly takes up the time 
of thirty-fix days. 


The efficacy of crude mercury is evidently ob- 
ferved in the parts affected by the venereal diteafe, 
which are vifible ; for the puftules fubfide, are 
dried up, and fcale off, or are fometimes carried 
away by a fuppuration; the foul bottoms of the . 
ulcers are cleanied, and grow red ; the purple or livid 
colour of the adjacent {kin gradually changes into 
its natural hue; the nocturnal pains are diminifhed ; 
the tophi and venereal gummata grow foft, and are 
diminifhed in like manner ; and the fame is fome- 
times obferved in venereal complaints of the bones; 
particularly if recent, for this felicity is feldom ob- 
tained in thofe of many years ftanding, as they much 
longer perfift in their attack ; the thin fpongy bones of 
the nofe and palate often fall, and the lamellz of the 
fkull, corroded by the virüs, are feparated from the 
other parts which are as yet found; but time is re- 
quired for perfecting a cure of all thefe parts. Cafes 
alfo are fometimes met with, which elude the efficacy 
of mercury. Argentum enim vivum, [oa vi vite 
acium, boc malum fanat, motu expellit. | Ideo €9 ejus 
medicata poteftas baud valet corrigere Venereum tabum, | 
quando ille figitur in locis, ad que aétio cordis €9. arte- 
riarum vix pertingit. Hine cariem diploes cranii non 
fanat , fed, in cellulas ejus offeas, confumto pingui va- 
€uas, iners effufus, flagnat. Inde C9 offium medullam 
inquinatam boc malo vix repurgat. Gonorrbeas, in 
fola cellulofa penis fabrica berentes, per quas vix. ullus 
circumeuntium bumorum impetus, nunquam fanat y licet 

Vor. XVII. D d Luem, 
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Luem, fimul dominantem, perfette eo tempore tollat. 
Officula tenerrima, folis tenuibus te&ta membranis, fer- 
vare nequit, ne excidant. Sed mala Venerea, que la- 
titant in locis, per que arteria rubra, flave, ferofee, 
pellucide, cetereque, per quas. liquida cum idonea vwe- 
locitate ruunt, argentumque vivum in fe admittere pof- 
funi, atque. illud fortiter. urgere vitali poteftate, per- 
fete fanart queunt. Mercurii virtute. Que profecio 
ebfervata proderunt Medico, ue. diffidat in bis, ne va- 
nus fit in illis: * For quickfilver, agitated by the 
* fole force of life, cures this diforder, and expels 
“ it by motion : yet its medicinal power is not fut- 
« ficient for correcting the venereal poifon, when 
é¢ fixed in certain places to which the action of the 
* heart and arteries fcarcely reaches ; hence it heals 
* not a caries in the diploe of the fkull, but ftag- 
« nates ünactively in its boney cells, empty from 
* the confumption of their fat or oily fubftance: 
* hence it hardly purges the corrupted marrow of 
« the bones from this diforder thoroughly. It never 
* heals eonorrheas adhering only in the cellular 
« fabric of the penis, through which the humours 
« circulate with fcarce any impetuofity : though it 
« may perfectly cure the Lues, at the fame time 
«© predominant in the body, it cannot preferve the 
« tender fpongious little bones, covered only with 
« thin membranes, from being deftroyed : but ve- 
* nereal complaints which lurk in places through 
« which the red, yellow, ferous, pellucid, and other 
« arteries are diftributed, through which the fluids 
& circulate with due velocity, and can receive the 
« mercury, and ftrongly propel it by the vital 
* powers, can be perfectly cured by its virtue. Thefe 
obfervations, attended to, will prevent phyficians 
« from a&ing with diffidence in fome cafes, and 
& with too much confidence in others.” * Fence it 
evidently appears in what fenfe this ruleis to be un- 
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derftood ; pergendum, donec omnia fymptomata evanu- 
erint : * the cure is to be continued until all the 
* fymptoms of the difeafe vanifh ;" for if any fymp- 
toms fhould remain in places which the efficacy of 
the mercury has not reached ; if carious bones have 
not been yet feparated from the found, and the 
patient fhould under this pretext be continued in the 
falivation, he would certainly fooner fink under it 
than be cured. Thele misfortunes often happen, 
when quacks, and old women, boafting of the vir- 
tues of their noftrums, impudently prefume to un- 
dertake a cure by falivation. 

By what indications therefore does the phyfician 
judge when it is proper to ftop a falivation ? It has 
been before proved by many obfervations, that the 
venereal virus is more eafily mixed with vifcid, mu- 
cous, and particularly pinguious humours; and that 
it becomes more intricately blended with them. All 
the pinguious humours are diffolved by the action 
of the mercury, all the vifcid are attenuated, and dif 
charged out of the body through various outlets, 
together with the virus adhering to them ; therefore, 
when the patient's body is totally emaciated, when 
the venereal ulcers are cleanfed, leffened in fize, and 
when yielding laudable matter they tend to confolida- 
tion; then the falivation feems to have performed 
all that can be expected from it, and therefore the 
prudent phyfician will fuffer it to decreafe gradually 
until ceafes. | 

Nec fane altiont Mercurii, in traGauda bac. invete- 
rata egritudine, fas eflo, nifi prius, ne gutta quidem 
tntatia, univerfos corporis bumores, qui ullo modo 
pingues [unt, in aquam redigeris, expuleris de corpore, 
Jicque. fimul immiflum bis tabum Venereum ablueris 
quam perfetiifime de corpore affetio. ^ Aliter, fi quid 
refiitit, flatim ac novi ex alimentis fucci, qui femper: 
punc renalcuntur, magis quam olim. pingues, perfetie 
va[a repleverint, ilico novus recrudefcit morbus. Unde 
deducitur, rite non. curari malum, nifi pallefcat inflar 
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inortui eger, mifi emacietur prorfus, nifi alimentis inter 
curandum quam minime pinguibus nutriatur, nifi tam 
diu protrabatur ipfa curatio, donec antiqui. bumores 
omnino de corpore migraverint. Neque ideo untufcu- 
jufque efl, fortunato dirigere argentum vivum in fe- 
licem exitum :* ** Neither is it right to treat this in- 
« veterate diforder with the action of mercury, un- 
« lefs you have-firft. reduced every drop of all the 
€ humours of the body, which contain the leaft fat, 
“ into water; you may then expel them, and there- 
with effectually cleanfe away the venereal poifon 
intimately mixed with thefe humours ; otherwife, 
if any thing remains, as foon as the new juices of . 
the aliments, which then are always renewed more 
& fat than the former, perfectly fill the vefiels, the 
difeafe inftantly repullulates. Whence it is in- 
ferred, that the diforder is not perfectly cured ; 
unlefs the patient grows as pale as a dead corpfe, 
unlefs he is emaciated to the laft degree; unleís 
the dliments, with which he is nourifhed during 
the cure, be no way fat; unlefs his cure is con- 
tinued until all the old humours have been en- 
« tirely evacuated from the body. It is not there- 
fore the talent of every one, to direct a mercurial 

«€ courfe with fuccefs." 
Thus the limits of a falivation may be excellently 
well defined, and the reafon alfo appears, why thir- 
ty-fix days have been ufually appointed for the couríe 
of a falivation. It was faid in Sect. 1471, tha& a dií- 
charge of four pints of faliva cvery twenty-four 
hours was fufficient ; therefore 144 pints are dií- 
charged during the courfe of the falivation, at the 
rate of four pints per day, and 108 at the rate of 
three. But it is certain, that the flux. is not fo 
copious in the beginning, and when the falivation 
verges to an end, but when it is at its height, a 
much greater quantity cf faliva is difcharged. . if 
| the 
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the difcharges alfo by ftool, urine, particularly by . 
fweat (for the patient lies in a warm room, and well 
covered) be computed, it will appear, that all the 
old humours have migrated from the body, and the 
venereal virus with them, if the cure turns out fuc- 
cefsful: there alfo appears a neceffity of feeding the 
patient with a liquid, thin, antiputrefcent diet, no 
ways fat, during the courfe of the falivation. Let a 
decoction of barley, oats, rye, or bread, be given, 
mixed with a third part of milk, then broths made 
of white tender flefh meats, from which all the fat 
muft be fkimmed, and to which a little orange-juice 
may be added : thefe aliments alone commonly come 
into ufe, as the internal fwelled, painful, and cor- 
roded parts of the mouth, cannot bear any others. 
Let a {mall quantity of thefe be given at frequent re- 
petitions, that the ftrength may be fuftained. 


SEC T. MCCCCLXXVII. 


HEN a gentle dofe of mercury is now 
and then to be taken during thirty-fix 
days more, that the traces of a very gentle fpit- 
ting may remain. 
It may appear wonderful, that the ufe of mercury 
fhould be ftill recommended for thirty-fix days more ; 
though even but moderately taken in leffer dofes, 
or at longer. intervals, after the patient has under- 
gone a falivation: it is not here intended to excite 
a new falivation, but to hold the humours of the 
body fo diffolved, that if any part of the venereal 
virus ftill remains, whether circulating with the hu- 
mours, or adhering to fome part or other, it may 
be wafhed away from thence by a plentiful quantity 
of diluting liquids, and the patient be entirely freed. 
from this filthy difeafe: he muít alo abftain from 
. ne 3 fat 
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fat and rich diet, from wine and fpirituous liquors 
during all this time : care is alfo to be taken, that 
thefe much-exhaufted bodies fhould not be fuddenly 
filled with nourifhment, even of the beft kind. An 
oily fubftance is contained in even the pooreft and 
leaft nutritious food. A cow drinks pure: water, 
and feeds only upon grafs and vegetables which 
contain a watery juice, not in the leaft oily; yet 
many pints of milk are twice a day milked from 
this found animal, which afford a large quantity of 
fat butter: hence the prudent phyficians dread the 
ufe of fayoury or rich food after a falivation, and 
therefore enjoin their patients a fevere diet. T red 
of thefe reftrictions and their former fufferings, they 
are often found lefs obedient than they ought, but 
their refractorinefs is always attended with danger 
to themfelves, and creates their phyficians much 
trouble. : 
[| have oftentimes beheld fuch calamities ; and, 
amongft other patients, ] had a young man, uid 
fix Wecks before, had lain with a woman whom he 
knew to be infected with the venereal difeafe: a 
venereal chancre broke out the day following on 
the infide of the prepuce, and buboes afterwards 
arofe in the groin, together with an intolerable noc- 
turnal pain in the head, which ceafed upon the e- 
ruption of a great number of red fpots on the fore- 
head; then he began to complain of a pain in the 
nofe, and a little after, the infide of his mouth grew 
aintul; fearing then ‘the moft terrible complaints, 
I perfuaded him to undergo a falivation. Eleven 
grains of white precipitate were fufficient to excite 
ana keep up a falivation during the ufual period. 
I earneftly advifed him to obferve the rule of diet 
I prefcribed for him, for fear of a relapfe: he pe- 
tulantly laughed at my precaution, and fhewed me 
fome empty bottles, out of which he had drank Bur- 
£undy wine the night before at fupper, with his 
n pends ^, together with the remainder of a ham of which 
| he 
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he had alfo eaten; boafting that nothing could be 
more favoury. In feven weeks after, the filthy fpots 
broke out afrefh on his forehead, and his pains, and 
ulcerations in the infide of his mouth returned again ; 
then by a copious ufe of the decoction of the roots 
of Bardana, China, and Sarfaparilla, with now and 
then an hydragogue mercurial purge interpofed, to- 
gether with a reftrition to a fevere courfe of diet, 
the diforder was again cured. 

In another fimilar cafe, a fecond falivation was ne- 
ceffary to carry off the fymptoms of the venereal 
difeafe, for they returned with greater violence than 
at firft: but this patient paid due regard to my ad- 
vice after this fecond falivation, for I {aw him twelve 
years after perfectly found, and bleft with a fine 
wife, and healthy robuft children. 

For if any part of the old leaven ftill remains in 
the body after a falivation, the difeafe indeed be- 
comes filent and affords a falfe truce, as long as the 
vital powers are weak, or until the humours be- 
come pinguious, when the fymptoms again repul- 
lulate, 

The cure of the venereal difeafe is in like manner 
to be moft certainly depended on, if all the ulcers 
are cicatrized with firm ícars, and if no fymptoms 
of the priftine diforder bud out again after a gene- 
rous way of living, and a number of years have 
elapíed. 

It appears from all that has been hitherto faid 
concerning a faljvation, that it but feldom occafions 
danger of life, if the perfon who directs the cure is 
prudent and fkilful, and the patient readily conforms 
to the dictates of his phyfician; particularly if a fali- 
vation is brought on by mercurial remedies inter- 
nally taken, for we can much better moderate, di- 
minifh, or augment their efficacy. I never loft a fin- 
gle patient in a falivation; one only was in very 
great danger, owing to his own rafhnefs and impru- 
dence, as before appeared. 

Aa 4 Phy- 
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Phyficians in general readily allow, that the cure 
by falivation is pregnant with very dangerous and 
tirefome accidents. The celebrated Boerbaave,* who 
recommends falivation as an efficacious method or 
curing the venereal difeafe, advifes, that great care 
is ftill neceffary to recover the patient after a fali- 
vation; Nifi enim curatum jam bominem per menfem 


unum alterumve a pinguibus arcueris pabulis, atque a — 


putrefcentibus facile cobibueris, dolebis frufira, te dif- 
cruciaffe miferum crudeli durifimi remedii tortura , 
quum fere femper. aliquid bareat, unde fepultus refur- 
gat morbus, mova/que vires capiat : “ unlefs you con- 
* fine the man already cured for one month or two 
* from high living, and reftrain him from putre 
* cent aliments, you will in vain grieve to have ex- 
«. cruciated the wretch with the crue! tortures of the 
* moft fevere and dangerous remedy ; as fomething 
«© commonly always lurks behind, from whence the 
* feemingly-extinguifhed difeafe may repullulate a- 

** gain and gather new force.” Roh 
The very acute pains of the corroded tongue, 
which is fometimes fplit into deep fiffures ; the hz- 
morrhage from the internal corroded parts of the 
mouth, which often happens when the teeth are rot- 
ten, T and fometimes in fo great a quantity, that it 
requires to be repreffed with a hot iron; the difficulty 
of fwallowing, which is almoít totally obítructed 4 
the quantity of faliva flowing night and day, and 
which deprives the miferable patients of all fleep ; 
the falling out of the foundeft teeth, from whence 
the patients become toothlefs inthe flower of their age 
from this difeafe ; the internal parts of the mouth cor- 
roded, which fometimes grow to each other, fo that the 
jaws cannot be afterwards moved ; the tongue fome- 
times growing to the gums, or infides of the checks : 
Miferies thus fuffered by the excruciated patients, 
j A EN "TNT " : during 
; " 
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during the time of the cure, make them often with: 
for death, that they may be releafed from fo many 
- calamities. 2 
It is indeed true, that thefe moft. cruel evils hap- 
pen generally when unfkilful perfons prefide. over 
the cure, as too often happens in the Lues: it can- 
not however be denied, that a falivation 1s the moft 
troublefome method of cure. All the authors who 
have defcribed the method of adminiftering a faliva- 
tion throughout its courfe, may be confulted on this 
head. | 3 
Imagination cannot picture a more horrid, fhock- 
ing, miferable fpectacle, than to behold a great num- 
ber of patients in the heighth of a falivation, lying 
in the extenfive wards of an hofpital appropriated to 
the cure of the venereal difeafe. If any thing was 
capable of deterring giddy youth from the fnares of 
licentioufnefs, furely it would be this filthy and dread- 

ful fight. 
No wonder therefore that phyficians always withed 
' to be able to cure the venereal difeafe without this 
filthy falivation. .fobannes Almenar,* a Spanilh phy- 
fician, whom the celebrated fruc + (not without 
reafon) judges worthy of being numbered amongit 
the moft antient writers on the Gallic difeafe, indeed 
ufed mercurial unétions for curing that difeafe, but 
{till endeavoured to hinder a falivation from coming 
"on in coniequence thereof. ‘Thefe are his words : 
In generatione fantei febres & dolores fiunt magts, quam 
fa&a fanie , © ideo optimum, & fingulare, eo tunc "PE 
minifirare folutivum, ut, antequam bumor per 0s ex- 
pellaiur, deorfum. evacuetur , C9 fic nocumentum in ore 
evitatur, ut ego fepius expertus fum y, aut, fi pufiuias, 
gut plegas ulterofas, babuerii, ibi aitrabentia ponau- 
tur, ut humor inde evacuetur, C9 ab ore divertatur : 
* The pain and fever run higher while putrid 
«6. Matter 
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« matter is forming, than when that matter is al- 
«: ready formed; therefore the beft and only remedy 
« in füch a cafe is to adminifter a folutive purge, 
« that the humours may be evacuated by ftool, be- 
& fore they are expelled at the mouth, that fo the in- 
* juries annoying the mouth may be avoided ; as I 
« "have often experienced; or if the patient fhould 
* have puftules, or ulcerous wounds, let drawing 
<< plafters be applied to them, that the humour may 
€ be from thence evacuated, and diverted from the 
€ mouth.” Hence it appears, that the method of 
curing the venereal difeafe without a falivation, had 
already been ufed on the firft appearance of this dH- 
eafe in Europe: many others recommended it af- 
terwards, viz. Amatus Lufitanus, fo called, Leonar- 
dus Botallus, &c. Afterwards this was called the 
Montpellier method. The patients were rubbed with 
mercurial ointments, or had various parts of their. 
bodies covered with plafters which contained crude 
mercury : others gave various mercurial preparations 
internally. As foon as the breath began to {mell 
{trong, and the teeth as it were to rife, they inftantly 
purged the patient, that an immediate falivation 
might be avoided, and thus endeavoured to difcharge 
the humours by ftool, which would have otherwife 
flowed out at the mouth. The ule of purges was 
perfifted in until the patient's mouth was no more 
painful, foetid, nor hot ; then mercury was applied 
afrefh to the body, until the figns of an approach- 
| ing falivation appeared, which was again prevented 
by purges given the patient. They thus proceeded 
in this method, alternately exciting and checking the 
{alivation, until all the fymptoms of the Lues va- 
nifhed. This method was by fome called, curing 
the venereal difeafe per extinciionem, becaufe the be- 
ginning falivation was in a manner extinguifhed by 
repeated purges. 

But there is another method of curing the vene- 
seal difeafe by unction, without caufing a falivation, 
D. | MR v. and 
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and without giving thefe purging remedies to check 
the falivation. The celebrated Chevalier * fays, he © 
has made ufe of this method in America; and he 
entirely condemns a falivation as ufelefs, and even in- 
jurious, fo that he would always have it carefully 
avoided : he calls this method per exzinZiouem, “ by 
** extinction.” It confiits in this, that a fmaller quan- 
tity of crude mercury is every time rubbed into the 
fkin, than when a falivation is intended to be ex- 
cited by mercurial frictions: he deduces the utility 
of thefe frictions from this caufe, that by them a 
greater quantity of mercury enters the patient's 
body, and that no part of it is evacuated from thence 
either by {tool or falivation ; for he advifes the in- 
fide of the patient's mouth to be carefully infpected 
every day, and orders the frictions to be immedi- 
ately abítained from, if the leaft figns of an ap- 
proaching falivation appear: and alfo advifes, that 
thefe frictions are not to be repeated until all the 
threatening fymptoms of a falivation have firft to- 
tally difappeared. But as foon as thefe figns of a 
future falivation vanifh, he recommends the mouth 
to be rinced with a decoction of plantain, in every 
pint of which twelve grains of allum have been dif- 
folved. | j 

.. He attributes the happinefs of the cure particularly 
to this circumftance, that by this method a greater 
quantity of crude mercury may be mixed with the 
iumours of the human body, and may for a longer 
time be moved with them through the veffels ; from 
whence follows a greater diflolution of all the hu- 
mours, which he believes fufficient for a cure; for 
he ftates the following as a practical axiom. Redde 
fanguinem C9 lympham fluidiora, €9 deftruxifti virus : 
** Render the blood and lymph more fluid, and you 
** have deftroyed the virus." di 
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Botallus treated + young infants, infected with 
the venereal difeafe, almoit in the fame manner: 
but as remedies are but with great difficulty taken 
by them, parcius igitur in iis agendum efl, imo quam 
parciffime, leviffimeque, ftatim definendo ab illhtu, dum 
leviufculum quidquam ori apparere inceperit: *' they 
« are therefore to be very tenderly treated, and the 
* un&tion muft immediately be abftained from, as 
* foon as any flight injury begins to appear in the 
«' mouth.” It is indeed true, that he ordered them 
to be rendered laxative, by purging their nurfes with 
fena leaves, or thofe of polypody, boiled in their vic- 
tuals: but Botellus candidly confeffes to have learned 
the method of curing infants: with mercurial oint- 
ment, from a woman who had thus cured her own 
fon, hardly two years old, who had been infected 
by a difeafed nurie. The child infected the mother, 
who now and then fuckled him, without the leaft 
fufpicion of any ill confequences, and fhe unknow- 
ingly infected her hufband. The parents were, by 
the advice of Botallus, and his brother, alfo a phyfi- 
cian, cured of the venereal difeafe with mercurial 
frictions, nothing however was applied to the child; 
but fome of this mercurial unétion was by chance 
left, which the mother privately faved, and anointed. 
her fon with it, unknown to the phyfician and her 
hufband. Botallus, in a few days after, feeing the 
child both lively and cured, in his mother's lap, he 
enquired from whence fo great a change in him could 
have happened? as the hufband was prelent, and 
might have blamed her for this rafh ftep, fhe then 
sade no anfwer ; but another time Boza/lus, finding 
her alone, earneftly enquired what had occafioned the 
child, who was fo wretchedly infected before, to be : 
then fo found. The mother, upon his promife of 
fecrecy, made the following declaration. Artus, ait, 
ter illevi leviter, C2, diebus alteruis, gingivas ubi ru- 
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befcere confpexi, ab illitionibus quievi , flillavit buic 
055 fed non multum, neque dius eumque a conjuge omni 
induftria divertebam, ue, confcius fatti, culparet ine cri- 
minis, verum, divino nutu, non minus profpere infanti 
ceffit, quam nobis ipfis ; fic ut omnes firmiter domi va- 
leamus: ** I flightly anointed his joints, fays fhe, 
* three times on alternate days, and when I faw his 
gums grow red, I ftopped my hand; he fpit, 
but not much, nor for any long time ; and I was 
very diligent in keeping him away from my huf- 
* band, left he fhould find fault with me if he knew 
* what I had done: but the difeafe, by divine per-. 
* miffion, was cured, no lefs happily in the infant 

than ourfelves, fo that we are all perfectly re- 
* covered." 
Many phyficians were of opinion, that an old 
confirmed Lues could not be radically extirpated 
without a falivation, and indeed a fevere one. 

Yet the celebrated Zfiruc,* who recommends fa- 
livation, and believes it to be ufeful, judged, that 
it was not abfolutely neceffary for expelling the ve- 
nereal difeafe ; from whence he believes; /alivationem 
medentibus cynofure inflar effe, unde poffint. certius col- 
ligere, tum quanta Mercurii copia admifa fit, tum 
quantam vim Mercurius admiffus exerat in fanguinem ; 
atque adeo, unde [ciant, remedii efficaciam, pro nata 
morbi natura, aut inveteratione, tutius moderari : 
* that a falivation is as a cynofure, or guiding ftar, 
* to phyficians; from whence they can more cer- 
* tainly judge in what quantity the mercury is ad- 
mitted into the conftitution, and what power that 
** admitted .mercury exerts in the blood, and fo 
know how to moderate the efficacy of the remedy 
more fafely, according to the recent or inveterate 
** ftate of the difeafe." But it certainly feems hard 
to expofe the difeafed to the grievous hardfhips of 
a falivation, that a phyfician may better know tlie 
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quantity of mercury admitted into the body, toge- 
ther with its action, as that can be more commo- 
dioufly determined : for when it is internally admi- 
niftered, I can exactly determine both the weight and 
quantity thrown into the body ; and fhail be able to 
judge its effect from obferving the decreafe of the 
fymptoms of the Lues. But it is manifefted by no 
experiment, whether the filthy virus of the Lues is 
moft happily expelled by a falivation, as being the 
moft natural way. Afruc* acknowledges, that it may 
be expelled by other ways; from whence be fays; 
that if a falivation fails, opus fit, evacuationes alias 
guafdam fubflitui, quafi vicarias, natura quidem, per 
fudorem, vel urinam, arte vero, per alvum, ut virus 
qua data porta poffit effluere: ** It 1s neeeffary to fup- 
** ply the defect thereof by certain other evacua- 
** tions, which are as it were its natural fubftitutes ; 
* either by fweating, urine, or by ftool, affifted by 
** art, fo that the virus may be difcharged at the 
** readieft outlet." Befides, we certainly know that 
the foetid ftench of a falivation proceeds not from - 
the Lues, but from the quickfilver, even though ' 
but once rubbed into the body. ‘The foundeft men 
often fuffer a falivation by rubbing others with mer- 
curial unctions, as 1s too well known. 

Hence | began to fufpect, that a falivation is not 
abfolutely requifite for curing the venereal difeafe, 
or at leaft but a flight one only. The celebrated 
Afiruc 3 favoured this opinion, by requiring a. fali- 
vation to be fo tempered, and fo flight, as only to 
caufe a few ulcers in the mouth. He would even 
have a falivation to be induftrioufly avoided by a 
flow and {paring adminiftration of mercury ; or if 
it fhould appear, it is to be artfully reprefíed by ca~ 
thartics, at leaft in cafes where the courfe of a fa- 
livation appears not to be fuftained without danger 
vf the patient's life. 

But 
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But all who have undertaken to cure the venereal 
difeafe know, that crude mercury cannot be fo eafily 
reftrained when it begins to grow active, particularly 
when applied by way of unction. It before ap- 
peared, in Sect. 1473, 1474, that the force of mer- 
cury rufhes not forth always with impunity by ftool, 
as it is juftly to be feared, that the quantity of acrid 
faliva which corrodes the internal parts of the mouth, 
may pafs through the inteftines, and excite fimilar 
evils in them. . Befides, all men are not in the fame 
manner affected by crude mercury, for a fmall quan- 
tity foon brings on a ftrong falivation, and keeps it 
up for a long time in fome perfons, whilft the fame 
quantity fhows no figns of its activity in others 
which creates a frefh difficulty again. — | 

I attentively vifited the patients, under my care 
for the venereal difeafe, feveral times in a day; I 
compared their cafes with the obfervations I had for- 
‘merly made, and fo I believe that I have feen the 
firft figns in venereal ulcers, when the crude mercu- 
ry received into the body, began to become active, 
though I had as yet obferved no figns of an ap- 
proaching falivation. For when I faw the bottoms of 
the ulcers grow moift, the floughs loofen, and the 
colour of the adjacent fkin grow natural; I then en- 
deavoured to preferve this prefent {tate longer, by 
not haftening the falivation by repeated dofes of 
mercury, but rather poftponing them; yetl gave 
no purges : the nocturnal pains began to abate, and 
the buboes diminifhed in bulk. 

Encouraged by this fuccefs, I began to think of 
fome other mercurial remedy, which might certainly 
be of great efficacy, but yet that could be diluted 
at will, and fo tried in a very {mall dofe. 

But as the explanation of the virtue of crude mer- 
cury, folely attributed to its gravity and divifibility, 
was lefs pleafing to me, and I believed there was fome 
other virtue contained in it, as I have endeavoured 
to demonftrate by many arguments, in Sect 1467. I 

was 
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- was therefore the more induced to make fome expe- 
riments concerning its efiicacy. 

I formerly tried many experiments concerning the 
folutions of metals, in curing of difficult difeafes ; 
for I confefs, that I hoped for much fuccefs from 
thence: for vegetable and animal particles are, for 
the moft part, all fooner or later fubdued by the 
force of our veffels and vifcera, fo that they are en- 
tirely affimilated to our fluids. Metals always re- 
main, for the moft. part, unchanged in the body, 
until they are expclled from thence, for they retain 
their qualities as long as they continue there. Iron, 
for example, the moft common and falutary metal, 
is almoft conftantly found in vegetables and animals : 
it paffes through the veflels of our bodies with our 
fluids, without any change: hence it is even found . 
in the coal of burnt honey, in the red part of the 
blood, and in the human calculus, as was mentioned 
upon another occafion. 

But iron, and other. metals, are. moft eafily 
borne by the body, and yet operate efücacioufly 
when they are very much diluted ; and in no manner 
jrritate the bowels or inteftines, but introduce them- 
felves into the molt inward receffes of the body, 
without caufing any troublefome fymptom : {o iron 
is naturally drank by us in acid ferrugineous waters, 
impregnated with iron, diffolved by its menftruum, 
not as yet perhaps well known, nor hitherto eafily 
imitated. 

I have tried fome other experiments on divers 
metals converted by proper menítrua into vitriol, 
then diluted by a large quantity of water. Can-- 
not metals thus be really rendered potable ? 

The vitriols of metals confift of a diluting water; 
a diffolvent acid, and the diffolved metal: as long as 
thefe three remain intimately mixed, the vitriol is 
peliucid, which may at will be diluted in any quan- 
tity of water; and if even one grain is diluted 1n 
an hundred pints of water, a proportionable metal 

he 
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lic particle of the vitriol, will adhere to every fin- 
gle drop of the mais, as may be ocularly demon- 
itrated by chemical experiments. If you leave the 
vitriol dry by exficcation, it no longer remains pel- 
lucid; if the diffolvent acid is forced out from it 
by a greater degree of heat, a corroded metal re- 
mains, which can be no more diffolved by water, 
and 1s called ochre. ; 

But whilft thefe three, the water, the acid, and 
the metal, are united in the vitriol, there proceeds 
new virtues from thence which were not in any fin- 
gle one of thefe, but created by the union of them 
EL 
The vitriol of filver (of itfelf infipid) acquires 
a very bitter and acrid tafte: ifa thin plate of cop- 
peris put into pure water, which contains a twene 
ticth part of this vitriol diffolved in it, all the 
filver becomes infipid as before, for all the bitternefs 
 vanifhes. * 

Whilft I confidered all thefe circumftances, I was 
infpired with a thought of trying the vitriol of mer- 
cury, but very much diluted. We all acknowledge 
the remarkabie efficacy of crude mercury, in curing 
the venereal difeafe ; but I cherifhed a hope of being 
perhaps able to cure that difeafe by fuch a moft et- 
ficacious mercurial remedy, without a falivatjon, 
which I.was greatly defirous of. | | 

I indeed knew, that quickfilver readily diffolves 
in aqua fortis, and fpirit of nitre: aqua regia, and 
Ípirit of fea (alt, diffolve it more difficultly. But I 
alfo knew, * that if one part of quickfiiver, and 
two parts of decrepitated fea falt, finely pounded 
for a long time, be put together in a cucurbit, or 
crucible of glafs, and digefted five or fix hours over 
a ftrong fire, that the glaífs, when it cools, being 
broken, produces folid, dry, fublimated mercury, in 
the form of vitriol. Eft enim verum vitriolum ar- 
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genti vivi folidum, ficcum, in aére ipfo fatis conftaus. 
Bafis bujus vitrioli eff argentum vivum guriffanum ; 
altera pars eft fpiritus. [alis marim omnium meracif- 
fimus, qui ulla arte baberi poteft, bic forma . folida ex- 
‘aftens : ** For it is a real, dry, folid, vitriol of quick- 
* filver, undiffolvable in the air itfelf: the pureft 
* quickfilver is the bafis of this vitriol ; another 
* part thereof is the pureft fpirit of fea falt that can 


e 


t* ibe procured, free from adulteration, herein exift- - 


* ing in a folid form."  Befides, if quickfilver, 
diffolved in fpirit of nitre, is put into a retort, 
and if all the fpirit 1s drawn off even until the mer- 
cury is dry, by diftilling the mixture over a fand 
heat, and at laít, for two or three hours, raifing the 
fre to the firft degree; then, in the bottom of the 
retort, is found quickfilver in the form of a fo- 
lid mafs, of a more lively red colour than fcar- 
let: this, in the apothecaries fhops, is called red 
precipitate, which hath a remarkable fixibility ; 
when on the contrary, the fpirit of fea falt becomes 
a half volatile mafs with the diffolved quickfilver, 
it is called fublimated mercury, and becaufe it no 
Íooner touches any animal parts than it corrodes and 
converts them into a dead efchar, it is from hence 
juftly termed corrofive. | 4 

The known acrimony of this remedy did not de- 
ter me, for being able to dilute the folution at will 
by water, I could begin thefe experiments, even with 
a thoufandth part of a grain, it 1 was willing, The. 
opinion which we read,* and have from the moft 
excellent mafter in phyfic, certainly added to my 
courage.  Sapor bujus vitriol terribilis, aufterus, 
Granum unum, aque uncia dilutum, dat remedium cof- 
meticum prudenter ufurpantibus. Venenum omuium in- 


fe&orum cutaneorum, fimplici lotura. Si dracbma talis — 


miflurz, [yrupo violaceo. mitificata, potatur bis, [eT '065 
in die, mira praftat in multis morbis. incurabilibus. At 
grudenter, 
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prudenter, a prudente. Medico! Abftine, fi methodums 
nefcis! ** Difagreeable is the tafte of this terrible 
** vitriol: one grain of it diluted in an ounce of 
** water, produces a cofmetic remedy, for thofe 
* who ufe it prudently. It deftroys all cutaneous 
** infects by one fimple wafhing. Let a dram of 
* this folution, mixed in fyrup of violets be drank 
** twice or three times a day, for it yields wonder- 
* fuleffe&s in many incurable difeafes ; but let it 
* be prudently adminiftered by a fkilful phyfician, 
** and let the ignorant abítain from it.” 

Nor did I immediately apply this remedy to the 
cure of the venereal difeafe. I firft began with the 
twentieth part of a grain diluted in a pint of pure 
water; dividing this dofe in fuch a manner that it 
might be all taken in the fpace of twenty-four hours 

y a poor woman of fifty years of age, who for 
many years had an ulcer in her right leg, much big- 
ger than the palm of a man's hand, and which daily 
difcharged a quantity of foetid fanies, and was a- 
cutely painful, yet there was not the leaft reafon to 
fufpect it proceeded from any venereal caufe. [| 
dreffed the ulcer, with the emplafirum diapompbo- 
lygos of the fhops. I gradually augmented. the dofe, 
until fhe took a quarter of a grain within the fpace 
of a day ; but, when I augmented the quantity of 
the fublimate, I alfo augmented the quantity of wa- 
ter. As foon as I obferved the ulcer cleanfe, and 
the difcharge grow thick and lefs foetid, I continued 
the fame dofe for fome time. When I thought the 
diforder at a ftand, and the cure did not advance, I 
again added a twentieth part of a grain, and fo on, 
until fhe at length took half a grain diluted in two 
pints of water at leaft, in the twenty-four hours. I 
ordered a nourifhing emollient diet for this patient, 
who was almoft in want of every thing. That I 
might be certain that the cure could be afcribed to 
no other remedy but to that alone which I had given 
her, I only ordered an infufion of elder flowers, 
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to which a third part of milk was added, to be 
drank at will by.her, and no purgative medicine 
whatever. The ulcer was in the fpace of three 
months cured, and firmly cicatrized, and fhe en- 
joyed much better health than before, which may be 
attributed to better food, and her being releafed from 
her former uneafinefs of mind; as when cured fhe 
was able to follow her ufual bufinefs, and procure 
herfelf the neceffaries of life. 

Confirmed in the ufe of this remedy, by fome 
other Gmilar cafes, I then began to apply it in cu- 
ring the venereal difeafe, and conceived great hopes 
of fuccefs from thence. Still it happened unluckily, 
that fome perfons, a long time after having fwallowed 
this remedy, felt a very difagreeable fenfation of 
roughnefs in the inner parts of the mouth ; ast 
from thence dreaded fome mifchief, 1 greatly dimi- 
nifhed the quantity of the remedy, but the efficacy 
thereof decreafed proportionably. | | 
" [have fince feen a vomiting caufed by the two 


^frít dofes, from a large quantity of the corrofive . 


fublimate, diffolved in water; and always after, it 
created a naufea and ficknefs, with a fenfible heat in 
the ftomach, and the internal parts of the mouth, 
but without, a vomiting: moreover there followed 
eriping pains, evacuations by ftool, and borborygmi. 
But itis to be remarked, that when feven grains of 
the corrofive fublimate were diffolved in eight ounces 
of fpring water, and that a fick woman took à 
fpoonful of this folution morning and evening, io 
that the whole quantity was taken in the fpace of 
eight days, a falivation enfued in 'a fhort time, and 
then a happy cure of many very bad ulcers.* 


As I began by the moft minute dofe with my. 


patient, and never gave her more than half a grairi 
every twenty-four hours, and that diluted in a fat 
preater quantity of water, the cure was the flower, 
but was attended with no inconvenience. ' "d 
| pr eset" iwi: But 
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But whilft I was trying various experiments in 
expectation that I might be enabled to give my pa- 
tients fuch a quantity of corrofive fublimate, and fo 
diluted as not to caufe any eee in the mouth, jaws, 
Ítomach, or belly, nor irritate the bowels, but ftill 
that it fhould perform an effectual cure, I received 
a letter from Ribeira Sanchez, the emprefs of Ruffia's 
chief phyfician, a man of great erudition, whom I 
always held and do hold in great efteem : he in this 
letter informs me, that an old furgeon, morning and 
evening, gave an ounce of the following remedy even 
in the moft defperate venereal cafes: R. Mercuri 
fublimati corrofivi drachmam, fpiritus fermentati ex 
hordeo, vel fecale, parati, femel rechficati, uncias cen- 
tum C9 viginti: * One drachm of corrofive fubli- 
* mate mercury diffolved in one hundred and twenty 
* ounces of proof fpirits, diftilled from barley or 
* rye,^ He increafed, or diminifhed the dofe ac- 
cording to its fubfequent effe&is; and thus moft. 
certainly cured this difeafe without any ill coníe- 
quence. It is added, faZvationem fequi pro ratione : 
** that a falivation of courfe follows." 

I was highly pleafed at the communication of this 
remedy. I from hence learned, that as half a grain 
of corrofive fublimate was contained in every ounce, 
that a whole grain might be taken in a natural day, 
without any injury. But as it is cuftomary amongft 
chemifts to burn fpirits of wine over zur£itb mineral, 
and red precipitate, to abate their acrimony, and ren. 
der them more fafe for internal ufe, I hoped that 
the like confequence might enfue when the corrofive 
fublimate was digefted and diffolved in io large a 
quantity of rectified fpirit of corn. I therefore ap- 

lied this remedy ; but I immediately gave a pint 
of the decoétion of marfomallows after i, or [ome 
other emollient decoction, with the addition of fome 
liquorice-root, on account of its flavour ; and fome- 
times mixed with a third or fourth part of milk. I 
fometimes added a fourth part of milk to fimple 
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barley-water, or water-gruel, for the like ufe. "The 
patients eafily bore the remedy in this manner, and 
found not the leaft ill effe&s therefrom. 

Some others applied fpirit of wine in the place of 
Ípirit of corn, and with the fame effect too, as far as 
has come to my knowledge. 

] have always ufed this remedy in the proportion 
directed by Sambez; that is, half a gram of the 
corrofive fublimate to an ounce of fpirit; whence I 
was furprized to find; another proportion recom- 
mended in a letter from Sanchez to a learned phy- 
fician of Paris ;* which was, that four grains of the 
corrofive fublimate were to be diffolved in forty- 
eight ounces of fpirit of wine; fo that only the 
 twelfth part of a grain was contained in every fingle 
ounce. | doubted, whether twenty-four grains might 
not perhaps be wrote in figures in that letter, and 
the error have here happened from an obliteration of 
the firft character. 1 confulted the errata but found 
not the error there. | 

It is to be obferved, that, according to Sanchez, 
a falivation follows the ufe of this remedy : when 
feven grains of corrofive fublimate, diffolved in 
fpring water, were taken in the fpace of eight days, 
a falivation came on the fourth day ; fo that three 
or four pints of faliva were daily difcharged.T It is 
indeed remarked, that the inner parts of the mouth 
fwelled not fo much, neither was the {tench of the 
breath fo ftrong, as it ufually is when ca/emel is 
given to bring on afalivation. But as | earneftly 
wifhed to cure this difeafe without a falivation, I ap- 
plied a lefs quantity of the remedy, fuch as a table 
fpoonful, or half an ounce, morning and evening, 
that I might avoid it. If the cure proceeded flowly 
in robuft men, or in cafe of a more inveterate Lues, 
I, morning and evening, gave fix drachms, that 

is, 
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is, a table fpoonful and an half, at each time ; then, 
if the event did not anfwer my wifhes, I gave two. 
whole table fpoonfuls morning and evening: I lef- 
fened the quantity of this remedy but for young and 
delicate perfons. 3 

As I was now, by repeated experience, certain of 
the utility of this remedy, and as I plainly forefaw 
that many years would perhaps elapfe before I could 
finifh this fifth volume of commentaries; I was 
therefore willing to communicate the ufe of this re- 
medy to feveral others of the profeffion, that its 
utility might be the fooner known. Hence I men- 
tioned it to many phyficians in different parts of the © 
world, with whom 1 held an epiftolary correfpon- 
dence; as well as to thofe who confulted me con- 
cerning other diforders, ftill referving for the com- 
mentaries the dedu&ion of the reafons which induced 
me to ufe corrofive fublimate, to the honour of thofe 
by whom I have profited. . 

This is the reaíon why many phyficiaris have be- 
lieved, that the public are indebted to me for the 
ufe of this remedy, as but few had before dared to 
ufe it, becaufe it was almoft every where held in the 
moft abfolute contempt and horror. | 

St. Mark's hofpital, in the fuburbs of Vienna; 
was initituted by its pious founders, for curing the 
poor afflicted with the venereal difeafe. 

This cure was attempted twice in every year by a 
high falivation, that a radical cure might be ef- 
feéted. The numerous wretches there collected 
could not lie down during the time of the faliva- 
tion; for if they began to fleep, in that cafe, they 
were carried off by convulfions. Others were feized 
with a vomiting, fpitting of blood, and bloody flux, 
fiot without great injury and danger. 

At that time a certain mercurial remedy which was 
very carefully concealed, had been for many years 
ufed in that hofpital; the adminiftration of this re- 
medy was committed to a man altogether ignorant of 
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medicine, yet he gloried in this arcanum. When this 
man died, I at length obtained, that the cure of 
thefe poor wretches fhould be committed to a phy- 
fician ; and the famous Maximilian Locher bore 
that office for many years. When he firft exercifed 
his function, he was fhock’d at the horrid calamities - 
then reigning there, and confulted me about a cer- 
tain and milder remedy, for curing that filthy dii- 
eafe, of which he was very anxicufly defirous. I 
recommended a folution of corrofive fublimate, in 
{pirit of corn, once rectified, in the fame propor- 
tion and dofe as before mentioned. He made the 
firft trial of it, May the 1ft, 1754, on a hundred 
and twenty-eight patients, who were then preparing . 
for a falivation ; he fhewed me all thefe cured with- 
out any falivation. : 

The method of falivation was for ever after ba- 
nifhed from this hofpital ; and he from the year 
1754 to 1762, being eight years, cured 4880 per- 
fons, labouring under the venereal difeafe, with the 
fame remedy. He perfifted in the fame eafy fhort 
method until death deprived us of him, (moft wor- 
thy of longer life) in the year 1768, and {till the 
jame practice continues under the direction of his 
worthy fucceffor.* 

But he teftifies thus: Nullus ex vi remedii mortuus, 
vel gravius, SF periculofum, [ymptoma expertus, eff: 
* No perfon died, or experienced the leaft painful 
* and dangerous fymptom in confequence of this. 
« remedy."  Befides, this conveniency from thence 
arifes to the hofpital, that it is not crouded by a 
number of patients twice in the year, that 1s, in 
fpring and autumn ; for by means of this medicine 
thofe who apply to the hofpital for relief for the ve- 
nereal difeafe, may be cured at any time. 


No 
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No preparation is here required, unlefs the patient. 
is full of humours, or has a violent head-ach, then 
let him be bled or purged. | 

The patients, after taking this remedy, are kept 
in a warm room until they fweat ; their food con- 
fifts of the thinneft broths, and milk porridge or | 
water gruel, and white meats, with well baked bread : 
all fat or falted victuals, together with winé, are - 
forbidden them. The ufe of imall-beer is per- 
mitted. | | 

For common drink, barley water, water-gruel, or 
 fome other emollient decoction is prepared, to which 
milk is added for patients of a dry conftitution ; | 
who are advifed to drink plentifully, for fo their cure 
will more happily fucceed. — = | 

"Phofe who are twice or thrice a day purged by 
taking this remedy, are fooneft reftored to health. 
Locher obferving this, now and then gave a purge du- > 
ring the time of the cure. gie : 

-He obferved, that this remedy operated in fome 
by ftool, in others by urine, and in many by fweat. 

In thoufands thus cured, he hardly ever faw a . 
falivation caufed in one; except in thofe who had 
before taken other mercurial remedies. He ceafed 
from the ufe of this remedy on the firft figns of a 
falivation, ordered the patient to drink plentifully 
of fome emollient decoction, and thus the falivation 
ufually ceafed fpontaneoufly: he then returned to 
the ufe of the remedy, which he perfifted in as long 
as any fymptoms of the venereal difeafe remained. 
Many were cured in the fpace of fix weeks: but 
two or three months were neceffary for thofe in whom 
the difeafe had taken deeper root, and had produced 
deep ulcers in the fofter parts of the body. 

He obferved, that men were fooner cured than 
women, in whom the difeafe ufually manifefts itfelf 
more flowly, and therefore is often more difficult of 
cure. Befides, women are accuftomed to reject every 
kind of remedy, during the time of their menfes, 
| . and 
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and very obftinately too, fo that their cure is thereby 
prolonged : yet I am convinced, from repeated ex- 
perience, that the menftrual evacuation is not dif- 
turbed by the ufe of this remedy. 

I am certain, that the ufe of this remedy, though 
even continued for a long time, is not injurious ; for 
I gave a fpoonful of it to a young nobleman morn- 
ing and evening for eighteen months, who had been 
fo badly treated for an ophthalmy, that both the cor- 
nea and cryftalline humour had become opaque. I 
only ceafed from it when the ophthalmy grew bad 
again, which being in a fhort time remedied, I 
went on again. The cure * was crowned with the 
defired fuccefs. I-wrote an account of thefe mat- 
matters to the learned SZveffer, a phyfician in Lon- 
don, the 3d of May, 1758, and I faw the fame 
young nobleman both found and hearty this year 
1769. I have frequently ufed this remedy for a 
long time in eradicating a very inveterate Lues, and. 
never found any injury from its ufe. * 

As many of the profeffion were of opinion, that 
their gains would be not a little diminifhed if the 
old method of falivation fhould be abolifhed, they 
induftrioufly endeavoured to prejudice the world 
againft fo wicked an undertaking ; afferting, that men 
were brought into imminent danger of their lives by 
giving them a poifon, which would fooner or later 
prove exceedingly injurious, inftead of producing a 
certain cure: thus they depreciated it, and infifted, 
that fifteen grains of fublimate, taken in the {pace 
of thirty days by the patient, were fufficient to kill 
three found ftrong men: from whence they concluded, 
that a third part of the patient's life muft abfolutely 
be deftroyed by the rafh and daring ufe of fuch a 
remedy. I have in fome books read this extraor- 
dinary argument, and have known it canvaffed in 

publie 
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public phyfical difputations. Attempts were alfo: 
made to deny the truth of the facts. 

"Three hundred foldiers were fent to the hofpital 
of St. Mark, to be cured of the venereal difeafe: 
fix of thefe were rejected by Locher, the phyfician, 
as incurable; for having often been infected, they 
had almoft all the larger bones of their bodies ca- 
rious ; but they with tears and fupplications implored . - 
him not to deny them this laft trial: fo they were 
admitted with the reft. | 

Thefe poor wretches hardly found any relief, but 
all the reft departed found from the hofpital. 

In a little time afterwards, a letter was fent to me 
from the council of war, wherein the phyfician of 
the hofpital was accufed of difmiffing three hundred . 
foldiers not only uncured from the hofpital, but 
even in a far worfe condition than when they en- 
tered it. | | 

The phyfician immediately brought me the daily 
lift of the patients, wherein I found the names of 
the foldiers, the companies, and regiments they be- 
longed to, together with the days they entered, and 
the time they left the hofpital, all carefully minuted 
down. By good fortune all thefe foldiers were ftill 
within the diftri&t of Vienna. The phyfician infifted 
on a ftrict examination of the matter by law, nor 
did I neglect doing it. The delays of the law were 
{pun out under various pretexts, and the calumni- 
ator in the mean time ran away, died, and efcaped 
his deferts. Locher afterwards quietly continued 
the cure of the venereal difeafe in his ufual manner. 

Thofe who difliked this method were at full li- 
‘berty ,to ufe another at difcretion. The difeafed, 
who thought it impoffible that they could ever be 
fafely cured unlefs they endured the tortures of a 
falivation, always found fome perfons very ready to 
. acquiefce with their way of thinking. | 

I was always glad when any perfon was convinced 
of his error, by following the method which I be- 

lieved 
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lieved to be the beft : ftill I was cautious, that no- 
body fhould follow it through reftraint. I defpifed 
thofe who remained obftinate for the fake of filthy 
gain, and left them to their fate. I under fevere 
penalties forbad quacks the ufe of the remedy, and 
expelled thofe injurious, pefts of fociety, when de- 
tected, to prevent their deceiving the imprudent, and 
preying upon mankind. I fill exceeded not the 
quantity of two ounces, or four table fpoonfuls per 
day, in cafe of a more inveterate Lues; one fpoon- 
ful morning and evening is moft frequently fuffi- 
cient ; the cure then perhaps more flowly fucceeds; 
but no other inconveniency is perceived by the pa- 
tients ; and they can at pleafure fo conceal their be- 
ing under cure for this filthy difeafe, that no perfon 
can have the leaft fufpicion of it. Befides, many of , 
them can follow their accuftomed labour, and, in 
fummer time, freely take the air. I always advifed 
them to ftay at home in cold, wet, winter weather, 
while they ufed this remedy : yet many difobeyed 
this rule; for if they were fufpe&ted to have beefi 
infected. with this filthy difeafe, they went abroad in. 
all weathers. The rich went abroad in coaches, and 
wrapt up warm in cloaks, or coats lined with fkins, 
which they took off when they entered a warm par- 
lour. But as it is cuftomary to go thus -wrapt up 
to public diverfions, their appearance there in fuch 
a drefs gave no room for fufpicion. Ihave known 
many perfons who, during the time of their cure, 
have in this manner vifited their friends; frequented 
the court, plays, and other public fpectacles, without 
any injury. 

The poorer fort were received into the hofpital du- 
ring the winter feafon, particularly thofe who were 
obliged to work abroad in the cold for their living. 
A quantity of the remedy, and of the emollient de- 
coction, fufficient to laft twenty-four hours, was gi- 
ven to every one elíe who afked for it. 
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The foldiers were always permitted to go abroad 


and fun themfelves in mild warm weather: the of- 


ficers were aftonifhed to fee their foldiers do their 
ufual ducy, whilft they were taking this remedy for 
the cure of the venereal difeafe.* 5 
That celebrated phyfician general to the Britifh 
army, Pringle, recommended this remedy to the 
army furgeons, to be tried upon the foldiers in camp 
afflicted ‘with the venereal difeafe.+ This was ‘ac- 
cordingly done with as many foldiers fo infected as 
were in need of affiftance, efpecially as no oppor- 
tunity for a falivation as ufual then offered. T'wen- 
ty fuch cafes are defcribed, and he fays, that many 
eke ok the like nature could be added. Out of 
thirty foldiers cured by this method not one fuffered 
a relapfe. I 2 
Whence it was concluded, Methodum banc Luem 
curandi praferri debere Salivationi, ob brevitatem cu- 
ra, ob fecuritatem C9. lenitatem, ob corporis habitum 
poft curam finitam: * that this method ought to be - 
** preferred to a falivation, on account of the fhort- 
* nefs of the cure, for the fafety and mildnefs of 
** it, and on account of the ftate of the body when 
* the cure is finifhed." For every body knows how 
debilitated, exhaufted, and feverely punifhed, the mi- 
ferable patients rife from a falivation, fo that they 
never after recover their former vigour ; efpecially if 
the falivation is managed by an imprudent, unfkilful 
Cue o 2 a Ore ey ee : 
- Tt was obferved in England, that a few were gently 
purged by it, but only in the beginning of the cure ; 
for this evacuation by ftool never exceeds the third 
or fourth day : the remedy chiefly operated by urine, 
and brought on a perfpiration during the night. 
Some feit a flight pain about the pit of the hoe 
: | | after 
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after the morning dofe, yet that pain increafed not 
in proportion to the dofe when augmented : no pre- 
vious preparation or purging was required for this 
remedy ; and if the patients were feverifh, or la- 
boured under any inflammatory fymptoms, or a phy- 
mofis, they were only bled at firít: buboes were 
happily cured without any other chirurgical affift- 
ance; nor was there any need of any other external 
remedies befides lapis infernalis, for venereal warts, 
foul ulcers, or fungous excrefcences. 

But if venereal warts, when obftinate, during the 
time of the cure be wafhed with the fame folution 
of fublimate which is internally taken, having been 
diluted in a quadruple quantity of pure water, thefe 
warts all vanifh. We read a remarkable inftance of 
this.* A little delicate woman, of twenty-three years 
of age, being in the fifth month of her pregnacy, 
had her body from head to foot covered over with 
venerealeruptions, attended with pain, and a fwel- 
ling in the glands of the groin. The folution of 
corrofive fublimate was given her in {pirit of wine, 
fo as that fhe took five-eights of a grain in twenty- 
four hours: but fhe had taken only half that quan- 
tity during the firft four days of the cure. In fif- 
teen after, thefe complaints almoft wholly difap- 
peared : íhe however complained of being greatly 
troubled with the piles; but upon examination was 
" found to have the anus and perineum befet with 
fofüfh venereal warts, of a whitifh colour: feveral 
of thefe were in bignefs equal to the top of a man's 
little finger, and the tops of fome feemed to tend to 
a fuppuration. 

She was advifed to continue the internal ufe of the 
folution of fublimate, and alfo to wafh thefe warts 
with the fame folution diluted in a quadruple quan- 
tity of water. In ten days time all the warts difap- 
peared, but had not dropped off, for the larger ones 

had 
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had left brown fpots behind in the íkin. As her 
complaints were no longer toublefome, fhe was de- 
firous of leaving off the remedy; fhe neverthelefs 
confefied, that fhe ftill had one or two little Íwellings 
ftill remaining: being again examined, two warts 
like the former appeared on the right labia pudend. 
which fhe never had wafhed. She, according to ad- 
vice, wafhed thefe alfo, and they, in a few days af- 
ter, difappeared like the others. | 

Hence an external application of this remedy ap- 
pears to be ferviceable. 1 have feen tophs, nodes, and 
exoftofes, which had a long time refifted the fole 
internal ufe of this remedy, entirely diffolved by an 
external local application of it, when diluted in a 
quadruple quantity of water. Petrus Andreas Ma- 
thiolus * diflolved two ounces of corrofive fublimate 
in about fix pints of rain water, and with this re- 
medy, egelido omnes corporis compages lavabat, bra- 
chiaque, cum tibiis, a genu €9 a cubito, donec dolores 
cum celeris. evanefcerent: ** made lukewarm, he 
** walhed all the joints of the body, together with 
* the arms and fhin-bones, from the knee, and 
** from the elbow, until the pains and other fymp- 
* toms vanifhed.” But a falivation followed: for 
he adds, Diebus lotionis, e cubiculo pedem male af- 
fectus non efferat s fed caveat omnia, perinde acfi in- 
ungeretur. — Huic etiam, que premifimus, accidere fo- 
lent ; oris exulceratio fcilicet, defe£ius anime, ventris 
deduttio, fomni difficultas: .** I.et not the patient ftir 
** out of his chamber on the days of wafhing, but 
let us be as careful in every refpect as if he had 
** been rubbed with mercurial unction ; for thofe in- 
* conveniences which we have before deícribed 
** ufually happen to him alfo; fuch as an ulcera- 
** tion of the mouth, a deje&ion of fpirits, a diar- 
** rhoea, and reftlefs nights." But it appears, from 
what has been faid, that no great quantity of the 
fublimate is required, but that a very little will be 
| fufficient 
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fufficient to prove ferviceable by an external ufe of 


it. 

. Hitherto I ftill kept to the fame proportion, that 
is, half a grain of corrofive fublimate to an ounce 
of fpirits ; but I faw * that the quantity of corrofive 
had been gradually and cautioufly increafed, until 
fixteen grains were diffolved in fourteen ounces, or 
twenty-eight table fpoonfuls ; and as a fpoonful of 
fuch a mixture was morning and evening given, 
there was more than a grain of fublimate daily taken : 
this indeed fucceeded admirably; but a farther aug- 
mentation brought on a vomiting; whence it was 
neceffary to return to the firft proportion of fix- 
teen grains to fourteen ounces of fpirits. Yet it is 
to be obferved, that the ufe of the remedy in this 
manner brought on a falivation, though not attended 
with any inconveniency. : 

Though it may not at all feem abfurd to augment 
the efficacy of the remedy, 1 was always careful that 
the firft paffages fhould not be'affe&ted, and 1 al- 
ways, when Í obferved a falivation creeping on, 
guarded againft it by abftaining for fome days from 
the ufe of the remedy, until I jaw that all the figns 
and fear of fpitting were gone. In difficult cafes I 
was more willing to augment the quantity of the 
mixture that was to be taken, than change the pro- 
portion of fubliniate to the fpirit in which it is dif- 
folved ; for thereby the danger of a fubfequent vo- 
miting will be much lefs. For thofe who have the in- 
fide of the mouth irritated by taking a greater quan- 
tity of the fpirit, every dofe may be diluted with a 
draught of the emollient decoction. When this 
remedy was to be given’to young patients, I was. 
careful to dilute it in water, and add fome pleafant 
fyrup to it, that they might more eafily take it; and 
I diminifhed the quantity of fublimate according to 
their age and ftrength : fo that I fometimes gave only 
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,the eighth part of a grain, in the-fpace of twenty- 
four hours. 

Therefore, as we ought to be very certain of the 
quantity of fublimate we give, that method by 
which a large quantity of corrofive fublimateis dií- 
folved in.a {mall proportion of {pirit of corn, or wife, 
is juitly to be rejected ; for then this folution is given 
by drops. We read fuch a prefeription:* R. $u4-' 
limati corroffoi drackmam, alcobolis vini unciam. Fiat 
Jolutio. Ten, twelve, or fifteen of thele drops were 
given in water-gruel, or fome other diluting liquor, 
every morning, and fometimes every evening to the. 
more robuft. The dofe was gradually augmented: 
until it reached to thirty drops. A bold, and doubt- 
fal remedy indeed! But the effects which followed 
were alfo very violent; for itítrongly operated up-: 
wards and downwards: Sputationem frequenter. etiam 
per boram unam aut alteram excitat fed «eger, finita 
operatione, res [uas profequitur, nmeglea cuftodias 
** 1t excites a {pitting for an hour or two frequent- 
* ly; but when that operation is over, the patient: 
** may follow his own affairs.” Turner ‘tried this: 
method, but in a fhort time condemned it-t ^ There 
were other prefcriptions, equally rafh, then publifhed, 
but' no prudent perfon ever made ufe of them. To 
how many dangers do the wretched expofe them-: 
felves,, when they commit their health to the direc- 
tion of fuch as boaft of their arcanums! To fuch 
as deftroy the foundations of health, whilft they boaft 
of being able to cure the venereal difeafe! With: 
grief I have often feen the exhaufted patients ema- 
ciated with the bloody flux ; others with {pitting of: 
blood, followed by a galloping confumption, after 
füch rafh and dangerous cures; fome indeed re-: 
mained longer in the world, but they never reco- 
vered their former health, for they always led a lan- 

Vor. XVII. Cc guifhing- - 


..* Turner Syphilis on the Venereal Difeafe, p. 99. 
7*4 Ibidem, p.100, & feq. 
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guifhing miferable life, until they funk under their 


burthen in the very flower of their age. 
When fuch dangerous remedies are given by drops, 

the quantity can with far greater difficulty be afcer- 

tained ; for the drops are {ull greater or lefs in pro- 

portion to the mouth of the phial. 

— But though a folution of tublimate can be borne 

in a good quantity of fpirits, in fmall dofes frequent- 


ly repeated, even by tender infants; yet it fome- ' 


times though rarely happens, that fome adult perfons 
cannot bear this remedy. My moft intimate friend 
Storck, one of the imperial phyficians, declares,* he 
has obferved this in the hofpital of Parma, where 
he cured numbers of this filthy difeafe, by the ufe 
of this remedy, even after a falivation had been triéd 
in vain. ! 


For thofe who have a hufky dry breaft, are trou- 


bled with a cough, whofe nervous fyftem is excef- 
fively irritable, and are fubje&t to an hemorrhage, 
bear not this remedy without detriment, though they 
even drink plentifully of fome emollient decoction, 
compofed of the fofteft ingredients. 

He confeffes that it fometimes happened, that ve- 
nereal complaints have not for many months yielded 
to the application of this remedy : he then diffolved 
twelve grains of mercurius dulcis in water, which 
he fweetencd with two ounces of fyrup, and gave, 
four times’ a day, an ounce of this muxture, with 


good and fpeedy effect. Nor did even this remedy . 


relieve other patients ; but two grains of red mercu- 


rial precipitate, being diffolved in four pints of a 
deco&ion faturated with the roots of Bardana, were | 


of excellent fervice; and he by this remedy cured 


*- 


e 


the nioft obftinate venereal furuncles, which by no. 


means would give way to other remedies. 


Thus have I honeitly declared all that I know. 
concerning the ufe of corrofive fublimate, in curing | 


the venereal difeafe, concealing nothing here. My 
end 
# Ann. Medic. ii, p.223, & feq. 


^ rH ioi &oaht. wo + (EE 
Set. 1477. The VENEREAL DiskAsg. 387 
end was, to avoid the danger and mifchiefs of a fali- 
vation, and to ufe as fparing a quantity of crüde 
mercury as poffible in the cure of the Lues; for I 
always had fome fear of a quantity of mercury taken 
into the habit through the fkin, as it is an unma- 
nageable body, and an enemy to human nature, ag 
has been already proved by many arguments. L d 
I did not wonder, that many held this facility of à 
cure in a fufpicious light, as it was before fo very labo- 
rious, nor yet that they believed this difeafe could ever 
be fo eradicated, unlefs it was of a flight kind ; hence 
a relapíe is always to be feared; but nobody will 
deny that the Lues has returned even after repeated 
falivations. The celebrated 4fruc himfelf confeffes 
this;* but he at the fame time excufes the matter, 
laying, Probe gnarus fum, inquit, hydrargyrofin, fine 
previa preparatione, dofi nimia, breviore temporis ine 
tervallo, adbibitam, frufira fepius adbibitam fuiffe. 
At vero pernego, virus ullum. unquam effe, quod radi- 
cius non exftirpetur, fi Mercurius, premifa debita 
praparatione, parca manu, legitimis sntervallis, tempore 
Jatis diuturno, illinatur: ** I well know that a large. 
«© dofe of crude mercury, applied in a fhort interval of 
* time without any previous preparation, has been 
* often applied in vain. But I deny that there ever 
* was a virus which it could not radically extirpate, 
* if the mercury after a due preparation be rubbed 
* in fparingly, and at proper intervals, for a fuffi- 
* cient length of time.” For it was before faid, 
that he repofed particular faith in the entrance of a 
great quantity of mercury into the body. But it is 
fully convincing, from the words he immediately after. 
fubjoins, that he had feen a relapfe of the venereal 
difeafe, after a falivation had been managed with all 
neceffary care: Cave famen, credas, exflirpato femel 
leminio, omnia jam in vado effe. Si nulla quidem par- 
tibus corporis folidis iabes illata fuerit. prius, res po 
: Oe ar aan | nilfime 


* De Morbis Venercis, Edit. If. Tom, II. P- 994. 
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niffime confetta, erit, fine ullo recidive periculo. Secus 
vero, fi qua fuperfint folidarum partium vitia, ante in- 
wfla, utpote, qua non raro eo ufque latenier dedu£ia 
funt, vel partes adeo nobiles obfident, ut nullam jam 
curationem, fed palliationem tanium, admttant y 110 
plerumque pallationem non fatis diuturnam : “* Beware 
E of fancying that the danger is fafely pafied, when 
the virus or feed’ of the difeafe feems altogether 
«extirpated ; for indeed if no prejudice has been firft 
« done to the folid parts of the body, the cure will 
“© be moft evidently perfected without any danger 
* of a rélapfe. But it happens otherwife, if com- 
k plaints before firmly rooted, had remained in any 
& ofthe folid parts of the body ; as theíe evils are 
€ often latent there, or fo attack the noble parts, 
« that they only admit of a palliation, but not à cure 
t of.the difeaíe ; even the palliation is for the moft 
«part of no long duration.” ' Certainly, as the 
bones are often infected by the venereal difedfe, and 
corroded by a filthy caries, thefe cafes muft be very 
frequent, efpecially when the contagion adheres to 
the folid parts of the body. jn | 
tt'phe eelebratéd Affruc * {eems to have thought far. 
othemwife, when'he before in extolling the virtues of . 
crude meréuryj and in crying down the efficacy of 
euaiácum, wrote as follows : Quod fi que vafa in cor- 
pore toto "impervia fupereffe poffunt 5 quod quidem ra- 
rum eft, fed quod tamen de vafis, duriorum exoftofium, 
gummatum, nodorum, Efe. interdum verum ef; ea 
serle tantum, que cun momento Mercuri ineluciabilia 
fuut, vi mulla alia debiliore unquam in poflerum refe- 
randa funt y <P que proinde pro vafis omnino oblitera- 
Hs baberi. debent, bumorque, iijdem impatius, pro hun 
more nunquam réfolubili, 9 a quo nullum recidive pe- 
riculum fulurum fit: * If any veffels may be left im- 
« pervious in the whole body, which indeed is rare, — 
«but notwithftanding it is true, that this fometimes | 
Slt UMTS SEPM  * happens | 
^& De Morbis Venereis, Lib. II. Cap. IX, in prima edit: 
p- 42. » I 
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* happens in the veffels of gummata, nodes, exof- 
** tofes, and in difeafes of the bones; certainly 
** thefe, which cannot. be .reached by the force 
* of the mercury, are never to be opened by 
* any weaker power; and which for that caufe | 
* ought to be eíteemed as entirely obliterated vef- — 
P fels, and the humour impacted in them held as’. 
* a humour never more; to be diffolved, and. from 
" ud no future danger of a relapíe. is to 
* be feared." I fincerely confefs, that I never 
thought myfelf fecure, if I faw that any thing of 
this kind remained in the bones after a faliva ation 5 ; 
nor have I feen any others, who affiduoufly app! lied 
themfelves to the curing of this difeafe, promite an 
entire cure in fuch a cafe, but were always fufpici- 
ous of a relapfe, and ufed other methods to guard 
againit it.* Turner, T formerly famous in curing 
the venereal difea‘e, candidly acknowledges, that the 
difeafe, after a falivation duly carried on for thirty 
days, has budded out afrefh, and required another 
falivation, though all the attendant fymptoms feemed 
totally cured after the firft. Hence he cat itioufly 
advifes phyficians not to be over confident in pro- 
nouncing the difeafe abíolutely cured at the hazarl 
of their « own reputation. 

The cure of the venereal difeafe by dies ufe of 
corrofive fublimate, already defcribed, has this par- 
ticular advantage, that it can without any Au e 

ncy be continued a confiderable length of time, 
vs even repeated if the leaft fufpicion fhould arile of 
a lurking venereal virus in any part of the body: 
E lhave known many. who ‘obftinately preferred 

ath t to a repeated falivation. 


V 
* Medic. Effays, hom. 1. pss. Lom. Ip game 
EU Hiftory of the 2. Difeafe, p. 148, 
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SEC T. MCCCCLXXVIII. 


EITHER is there any other remedy 
, ' then required for obtaining health. 


Tt is here to be fuppofed, that all the venereal 
virus has been totally expelled from the body by thé 
action of the mercury, and that nothing elíe re- 
mains to be done after the falivation, but to fill the 
patients body, exhaufted by the falivation, with 
good, mild nourifhment, under the reftri€tions before 
mentioned. 

‘But it was before faid, in Sect. 1476, that vene- 
real cafes have happened wherein the efficacy of 
quickfilver has failed, in whatfoever manner applied. 
Thofe who confide in the efficacy of mercury alone, 
and defpife all the reft of the auxiliaries of art, re- 
peat its ufe until the difeafed, exhaufted by repeated 
falivations, die, or they pronounce the difeafe in- 
curable. 

It is worth while to confider what helps ftill re- 
main in this falutary art, that the wretched patient 
may be fuccoured by them. 

The celebrated Freind +, in treating of the firft 
origin of the venereal difeafe, gives us’ "the following 
extract from Leone, who wrote the hiftory of Africa: 
not long after this new difeafe was brought from 
America into Europe: Jn Barbaria boc morbo (Lue 
Venerea) infeéli pereunt plerumque, C9 curantur raro. 
In Numidia, & Lybia,’ vix "motus efl morbus. Unde 
Barbari, Lue infe£ii, in Numidiam, Nigritarum re- 
gionem, tendunt, (9, fola acris temperie, dum morantur 
ibi, perfetiain recuperant [alutém, €9 fant in patriam 
redeunt, nec Medici auxilio, nec medicamentis, ufi. 
Propriis oculis fe plures A ic fanatos vidiffe, T The 
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* The infe&ed for the moft part perifh with this. 
** venereal difeafe in Barbary. This new diteale is 
* hardly known in Numidia and Lybia. From 
** whence the Barbarians, inrected with the Lues, 
“ go to Numidia, and the country of the negroes, 
* and refiding there fome time, recover perfect 
* health by the temperature of the climate only. 
* They then return found to their country without 
* the ufe of medicines, or aid of a phyfician.". He 
affirms, that he has perfonally known many who 
were thus cured. - But it is certain, that thefe men 
lived in an excefüve warm climate, nor did they 
probably ufe any rich food, as they were at the fame 
time obliged to feek their food by labour. Moreover, 
the violent exercifes performed in the open air, fuch 
as hunting, racing, climbing up mountains, and 
even the hard labour of ruftics, are highly praifed 
by Fracaftorius * in his poem on the venereal difeafe, 
entitled, Syphyls. - 


Vidi ego fepe malum qui jam fudoribus omne 
Finiffet, fyloifque Luem liquiffet in aliis. 

Sed nec turpe puta, dextram fummittere aratro, 
Et longum irabere incurvo fub. vomere [ulcum : 
Neve bidente folum €9. duras profcindere glebas, 
Et valida aériam quercum exturbare bipenni, 
Atque imis altam eruere a radicibus ornum. 


But whilft the body is thus exercifed by ftrong 
labour, he ftri&ly recommends every kind of fat 
‘rich food to be avoided. 


— -- libi pinguis Anas, tibi crudior Anfer, 

Vitetur, potiufque vigil Capitolia. fervet. 

Viteturque gravi Coturnix tarda fagina. 

Tu teneros Ladies, tu pande abdomina Porce, 

Porce beu terga, fuge, & lumbis ne vefcere Aprinis, 
- Venatu quamvis toties confeccris "pros. 


C c 4 And 
* Aphrodifiac. p. 189, 199. 


L 


392 The VENEREAL DisEAsr. Sect. 1478. 


And other much approved authors, who have: 
.written of the cure of the venereal difeaíe, recom- 
mend low diet and hard labour. So Gonfalvo. Fer-> 
nandes * who lived when the difeafe was brought: 
from America into Europe, and who was afterwards 
fent to the Spanith fettlements, on the continent of 
South- America, to prefide over the gold and filver 
mines, may be. produced as the moft wealthy and 
intelligent eye-witnefs of this matter, who thus writes 
dn treating of gudiacum wood: Apud Indos baud eft 
adeo fevum malum, nec tantum affert difcrimen, ficut 
in Hifpania, £9 frigidioribus climatibus y. fed. parvo 
negotio, bujus arboris ope, incole curantur: Curatio 
multem inediam, &9 preterea aque potum, in qua lig- 
num boc decotium | fuerit, expoftulat. Et, abf Gh int- 
dia, ipfa nibil prodefe, fed obelley confuevit : This 


* difeafe 1s not fo fevere among the Indians as in 
« Spain, and other colder climates; but they are 
* cured with little trouble, and the affiftance of this 
* tree. The cure requires much abftinence from 
* animal food, together with plentiful craugats of 
* water, in NE alis wood has been boiled. And 
XEM Un will prove of no fervice without Leder but 
«* ufually on.the contrary does harm.” 

This means not an abitinence rane every kind of 
food, but a regimen of weak thin diet: A carnibus 
abjtinet, €9 pibus, fed paffulis vefcitur, C9 fecis 
edulis; iique paucis (que Jara ad fuftentandum tan- 
tum corpus fufyciant) ; (9 aliquo pas offi (bifcodium 
vulgus vocat) fr se * Let the patients abftain 
ét inb flefh meats, and fifh, but raifins and c dry 
* foods are to be eaten, but yet fparingly, and only 
* in a manner fufficient to füftain the body, toge- 
ther with fome hard baked bread, commoniy called 
** bifcuit.”? 

Antonius Mufa Brafavolus+ difplays. the efficacy 
of hard labour in curing the venereal difeafe thus : 


Denique 


* Aphrodifiac. p. 384. 1 Ibidem, p. 689. 
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Denique funt nonnulli, qui, ex vehementiffimo motu, quo- 
tidie frequentato, a Gallicis doloribus. evafere y, ut con-; 
digit Dono Batano Campanario, qui feeviffimis doloribus 
eruciabatur, fed, .cbordas trabendo magne campane 
Epifcopit Ferrarienfis, ab eifdem | doloribus. evafit : 
Finally, there are íome períons who are freed 
** from the pains of the French difeafe by daily vi-. 
olent exercie ; as it happened to Don Batanus, 
a bell-founder, who was tormented with moft. 
* cruel pains of that kind; but he was cured. of 
** thefe pains by ringing the great bell in the cathe- 
.** dral of Ferrara.” 1 have fometimes heard per- 
fons, worthy of credit, fay, that men, condemned 
to the Gallies, were cured of the venereal difeafe 
in the Mediterranean feas, without the application 
of any other remedies, than the labour by which they 
were daily fatigued, and their fcanty poor food, fuf- 
ficient on.y to fuftain life. The fame 1s confirmed 
by Fallopius,* who, in defence of the medicinal 
virtues of guaiacum wood, in curing the venereal 
difeafe, againft thofe who affirmed that decoctions of 
other woods would afford the fame effe&,, writes 
thus: £go vidi aliquos curatos ligno fagi, qui, conjecit 
in triremes, atque, inflituta victus ratione. tenuiffima, 
laborantes, ex toto liberantur. Sed ifle non eft ufus 
Medicus : ** I have feen tome men who were con- 
* demned to the treble-oared gallies cured by beech 
* wood; for by labouring with it, and keeping to 
** a regimen of the loweft diet, they were freed from - 
* the diftemper. But this 1s not a medical practice." 
Did not crue! neceffity conftrain them, hardly any 
patients could be found willing to lead fo cala- 
mitous a life, to be freed from this filthy. dileafe. 

I myfeif have feen a»memorable inftance, which 
taught me what the conítant refolution of the pa- 
tient, with a very abítemious way of living, and 
conftant hard labour, are Capable of effecting in an 
laveterate, and an almoft defperate Lues. 

; A young 
* ÁAphrodifiac. p. 790. 


594 TheVenerrar Disrasr. Sect. 1478. 


A young gentleman, who was in a moft deplora- 
ble condition, applied to me for advice. He had 
undergone four falivations, after each of which the 
difeafe, which was thought cured, ftill broke out 
afrefh. His cure was three times alfo undertaken by 
decoétions of guaiacum, but with no better fucceís. 
He had tumours on the fternum, and clavicles, and 
a fimilar one in the forehead; his fkin was defiled 
in various parts by filthy blotches, and he had noc- 
turnal pains in his bones. As he was poor and quite 
deftitute, nobody would receive him or undertake 
his cure: the poor wretch was abandoned alfo by 
all his relations. He confeffed, that he had more 
than once thought of putting an end to his mifery 
by laying violent hands upon himfeif. 

I cheered up his drooping fpirits by promifing him 
fome relief, but could not venture to infure him an 
abfolute cure of fo inveterate a difeafe. He affured 
me, that he was willing faithfully to try every thing, 
and would endure even the very fevereft hardfhips, 
provided they promifed the leait hopes of a cure. 
‘As his conftitution was naturally ftrong, and he then 
in the prime of life, I placed him with a hufband- 
man, in the ftation of a fervant, without any other 
wages than his victuals, which were very homely 
and fcanty, though he worked hard; for, befides 
bread, he was fed only upon carrots, parínips, and 
fuch roots, with other vegetables, mufhrooms, ap- 
ples, pears, barley, oats, and fuch like, boiled in 
water only. His drink was the thin four whey, or 
butter milk. He began this kind of life in the be- 
ginning of April, and refolutely and conftantly per- 
Gifted in his hard rural labours until the begin- 
ning of October following, when he met me again 
perte&ly recovered. He ftridtly abftained from 
every kind of flefh meats, fifh, eggs, milk, butter, 
and cheefe, during the whole time. I faw him fome 
years afterwards, married, and bleft with a fair and 
found progeny. | 
A won- 
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A wonderful example truly ! whence we learn, 
that the venereal contagion may be purged from 
many places of the body, to which it has obftinately 
adhered, and then be expelled from the body by fweat, _ 
excited by hard labour in a warm climate, a low diet 
being ufed at the fame time, and a large quantity 
of diluting liquids drank, which encourages fweat- 
ing; yet perfons are hard to be found who could, 
and yet more rare fuch as would, endure this method 
of cure with conftancy and refolution. 

Hence, when the efficacy of crude mercury failed 
in curing the venereal difeafe, phyficians had re- 
courfe to the ufe of the decoétion of gualacum, 
which had acquired great fame, particularly after 
Ulricus de Hutten, a German officer, had publickly 
teftified,* that he was cured by this remedy; tho’ 
he had unfuccefsfully undergone eleven falivations, 
and the difeafe was inveterate; for thus he writes : 
Tanto periculo, tam acerbo difcrimine, cum boc morbo 
nonum jam annum lu&or, non fegnius interim C9 alia, 
quibus obfifti morbo putabatur, aggref]us. Nam & bal- 
neis curabamur, €9. berbarum potu, ac poticnibus, €9 
erofione ulcerum... Ad quem ufum affumebaiur arfeni- 
Cum,  airamentun, calcantbum, viride eris, aut aqua 
que fortis vocabatur y tanta cum doloris acerbitate, ut 
credi poffent mimis vivendi cupidi, qui non mori malue- 
vint, quam fic vitam proferre : ** in how much dan- 
& ger, in what cruel contention have I ftruggled for 
« nine years with this difeafe, which I in the mean 
* refifted not negligently, but I tried every other 
method that was thought proper for the dileafe ; 
for the cure was attempted by baths, by drinks 
made of herbs, by potions, and by corroding the 
** ulcers; for which purpofe arfenic, ink, vitor 
« verdigreafe, and aqua-fortis were ufed. My pains 
* were fo fevere, that a perfon who would not ra- 
** ther die than drag outíuch a life, might be juftly 


66 


* thought too fond of | ving. ^ He was born, be- 
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fore the venereal difeafe had as yet appeared in Fu- 
rope, in the year 1488, and as he died in the year 
1523, he laboured under the venereal difeafe when 
it firft becaine known, at which time the diforder 
raged far worle than now, and the cure was more 
roughly attempted by the unfkilful, with ill fuccefs, 


as he himfelf teitifies, that after the fri@tions vix 


centefimus quifque levabatur, recidivis ut plurimum 
egris, cum vix paucos ad dies duraret ejus juvamen- 
tum:* * hardly one in a hundred was curéd, as the 
“ relief the patients reccived, fcarcely lafted longer 
.* than a few days.” But how milerably tormented 
with filthy ulcers, pains, and difeafes ot the bones, 
does he defcribe himfelf + to have been; fo that he 
was frightful to be feen or fmelt, and loathfome to 
himfelf.. He was entirely freed from fo many fhock- 
ing complaints, according to his own teftimony, by 
the ule of the decoction of guaiacum ; hence he ex- 
tols and recommends it to every body ; and toge- 
ther with the method of preparing it, defcribes the 
neceffary regimen to be obferved during its ufe; ail 
which merit to be read in the works of the au- 
thor. " 

It neverthelefs has been reported, that Hutten re- 
lapfed, and died miferably of the venereal difeafe, 
before the thirty-fifth or thirty-fixth year of his age.§ 
But it is not in the leaft wonderful, that a man, 


who had undergone eleven falivations, and was for 
nine years afflicted with the moft fevere venereal 


fymptoms, fhould be a fugitive, an exile, and fooner 
end his life than the common courfe of nature. 
Nor is it: certain, that he died of a relapfe, as a 


free way of living might have been the caufe of a 


frefh complaint, or perhaps he was lefs cautious, as 


he firmly believed, he poffeffed a certain remedy for 
all venereal difeafes. If Hutten, as it is faid, was 


the author of the little book, entitled, Epiftole ob- 


Scurorum 


* Aphrodifiac. p. 281. T Ibidem, p. 304. 
S Aftruc de Lue Vener. Edit. zda p. 650. 
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Jcurorum virorum, in which the obicenity, of thofe 


times is pleafantly touched up, it does not appear, 
that he can,be much praifed for his morals... 

But the method of preparing and taking the. de- 
coéction of guaiacum was explained in SeGt.;529, i 


the chapter de morbis offium, and fach a econ is 


likewife inferted in the Materia Medica. "The indica- 
tionis, to fill the body with the decoétion of. guaia- 
cum. Hence fome ounces of a ftrong decoétion, of 
gualacum, are given four times a day, in a greater 
or leis quantity, according to the age, confitution,. 
and ftrength of the patient. The. patient fhould 
continue drinking as much as he can bear, «/ique 
in fingulas. vices ut minimum uncias forbeat odlo s. fi 
plures, tanto reciius : ** until the patient drinks eight 
“< ounces at leaft at every draught; if more, fo much 
* the better.’’*.. The patient is to. be confined in. a 
very warm room, that he may be almoft Ípontane- 
oufly inclined to iweat. 

He muft abftain from all kinds of meats and li- 
quors which are any way fat ; he is only to .be.nou- 
rifhed with hard-baked bread, fuch as bifcuit, and 
raifins ; nor is he to be induloed with any kind ‘of 
drink, except a weak decoction of guaiacum. This 
drink is ufually made of the refidue of the guaiacum 
wood, left after preparing the ftrong decoction; for 
all the medicinal virtue is not extracted from this 
wood by one boiling only, and: the fecond.: decoc- 
tion is well impregnated with the flavour of, the 


.guaiacum, though the wood. was boiled in a great 


quantity of water, and may conveniently ferve for 
common drink. 
When. phyficians firft began to ufe the siamese 


tion of guaiacum wood, that drug was [paringly 
- brought from America into Europe; hence it was 


— fold at a dear rate. Nicolaus Maffa + iays, that an 
ounce of this wood had coft undecim a aufeis, 
* eleven 


* Herm. Boerhaave in Przfat. Aphrodif, 
T Aphrodifiac, p. 71. 


98 '"TheVrzNsnEAL Disease. Sect 1478. 


* eleven golden crowns.” Hence the lefs opulent. 
were the more faving of it, and often boiled the 
fame wood again in frefh water, and fo extracted 
all its medicinal virtue before it was thrown away 
ds ufelefs : yet he teftifies, that fuch decoctions | 
were fo efficacious, that a man who had laboured 
under the French difeafe for many years, with noc- 
turnal pains, and various humours, was entirely 
cured by a decoétion prepared from one pound of 
this wood, which he had boiled over and over above 
twelve times, as long as the decoction retained any - 
of the flavour and {cent of the firít, which was the 

ftrongeft of all. Hutten* fays, that almoft five 
pounds of this wood were neceffary to be thus ufed ; 
fome others faid eight, and fome ten pounds. But 
as Hutten lived before Antonius Maffa’s time, perhaps 
this wood was then bought at a dearer price; at 
leaft it is complained of in the preface of a treatife + 
concerning the cure of the French difeafe by guaia- 
cum wood, that much money was required for the 
cure of the difeafe with that remedy. 

As guaiacum wood:can at this time be purchafed 
at an eafier rate, it is not preferved for a fecond 
or weaker decoction; but a lefs quantity of frefh 
wood is ufed for the fecond decoction, fo that half 
an ounce is fufficient for every pound of the decoc- 
tion which ferves for common drink. | 

Yetit is ufeful in preparing thefe decoctions to 
fteep the guaiacum wood for fome hours in water, 
which may ferve for the decoction ; for then it be- 
comes more highly impregnated with the medicinal 
virtue of this wood. | 

The decoétion of guaiacum, particularly that which 
has all the ftrength boiled out, has a very pungent 
flavour, fo that it fometimes flightly irritates the 
inner parts of the mouth: but this inconvenience 
fpontaneoufly vanifhes in a fhort time after it is drank. 
his may be guarded againft, or at leaft be remark- 

ably 

* Aphrodifiac, p. 285. T Ibidem, p. 277, 278. 
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ably diminifhed, if the root of liquorice is added to 
the decoction, in fuch a quantity as to equal half 
the weight of the guaiacum wood. But the liquo- 
rice root is added, which 1s alfo called yavuus pia, only 
when the boiling is finifhed, and the decoétion is 
poured thereon, and it is infufed therein half an hour. 
For the fweetnefs of the liquorice is loft by the 
boiling, particularly if continued for any long 
time. 

Thefe decoétions were therefore drank in a larger 
quantity after the courfe of fome days ; then agrotz 
corpus plenum eft boc liquore ligni, cujus. penetrabilis 
acrimonia, €9 acuta balfamica virtus, talis eft, ut 
omnem fere pituitam folvat, pingue diluat, tenax atte- 
nuet, putridum a fracedine ulteriort condiendo prefer- 
vet, cobibeat. Tum medicatus ille liquor fovit, ma~ 
ceravit, malos humores; reftat dein, ut, velociffime 
motus, perque omnia vafa trajedus celeriter, intima: 
queque. abluat, detergat, repurget, atque ita pinguia, 
corporis infecta de corpore quam accuratifime eliminet, 
ficque, continuata bac expurgatione, fanet :* “ the pa- 
* tient’s body is full of this liquor, whofe penetra- 
.** ting acrimony, and fharp balfamic virtues are fuch, 
* thatit is capable of diffolving almoft all vifcidt-. 
* ties, of purging grofs and fat humours, attenu- 
* ating what is tenacious, and preventing farther 
* putrefaction. When this medicinal liquor. has 
** fomented and macerated the bad humours, it then, 
* by the velocity with which it is fpeedily conveyed 
<< through all the veflels of the body, wafhes, cleanfes, 
* purges, and entirely expels all the fat and grofs 
_-$ humours from the moft infected parts of the body, 
* and thus a cure is effected by a continuation of 
* this purgation." | 

'That ultimate intention will be obtained, if the 
patient's body is expofed naked to the hot penetra- 
ting vapour of burning fpirit of wine that he may 
{weat, by which the liquor drank will be difcharged 

| our 
* H, Boerhaave in Prafatione Aphrodifiac. 
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out of the body, and a írefh opportunity will be — 
given for filling the body with the lke décoétion. 
This operation was performed in a two-fold manner : 
the:one method was, in a wooden box made for this 
purpofe, where the patient fat upright with his head 
out of the box, whilft the fpirit of wine was burned 
under a gridiron, that the vapour of it might every 
where reach the body. “A copious fweat ufually fol- 
lowed, which was kept up in this manner for -half 
án hour. The patient was then taken out of the 
box, and put into a dry warm bed at hand, and left 
to fweat for an hour, either more or lefs, according: 
as ‘his ftreneth could bear. But as it would be dan- 
gerousif the heated body, all bedewed with iweat, 
fhould be expofed to the cold air, many preferred the 
application of the vapour of burning fpirit of wine to. ~ 
the patient's naked body in bed, by a long tube 
thruft under the bed-cloaths; which may be very 
conveniently done ; forío the removal of the patient 
from the box is avoided, and there is lefs danger of 
the;patients fainting whilft he lies in a horizontal 
fituation, than if he (hould fit upright in the box. If 
any part of a bone had been intected by the dileale, 

it was wrapped up in flannel fteeped in the {trong 
decoétion of guaiactim during the time ot the fweat ; 
and the vapour of the fpirit of wine was alfo direc- 
ted to the part by the tube, that it might partieu- 
larly act on that part ; all which can be moft conve- 
niently done when the patient lies in bed. “Hae arte, 
intima offium, €9 reconditifimarum partium. abdita, 
purgantur penitus y etiam, quo mercurü virtus um 
efficacia baud pertingebat. — Etenim videre meunrmi, ju-——— 
venem, penitiffime ad offa. ufque. infe&itm, bac tratta-’ 
tum methodo, tanto impetu. ejeciffe fudores, ut, in vi- 
gore operationis, fubviridis a Guaiaco Judor elevaret Je- 
pararetque ulcerum. efcbaras, vacillantes jam, 65 m-. 


ferne labefatiaias :+ ** By thele means the inmoft 
H3. . recefies 


+ H. Boerhaave in Prefatione Aphrodifiaci. 
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** receffes of the bones are entirely purged, as well 
** as thofe places which the efficacy of the mercury 
** had not reached; for 1 remember to have feen a 

* young man, who was infected even to the very 

** bones, treated in this manner, and he fweated fo 

** violently, that the fweat in the height of the ope- 

** ration was tinged of a greenifh colour, from the 

** gualacum, which raifed and feparated the floughs 

* of ulcers, that were already growing loofe and 

* undermined with purulent matter." 

The fweat, caufed by means of burning fpirit of 
wine, fhould hardly be continued above half an hour. 

The fpirit being extinguifhed, and the tube then 

taken away, let the fweat continue, but more mode« - 

.rately, in bed; which the patient can eafily bear for 

an hour, efpecially if he take eight or ten ounces of 

hot, weak, lean veal broth, with a little rice boiled 
in it. The prefence of the phyfician who directs 
the cure is neceffary during the time of fweating, 
that he may correct any miítake of the affiftants, 
and fpeedily fuccour the patient if he fhould be 
feized with a fainting fit, or any other fudden acci- 
dent. Then let the body be wiped with a warm dry 

Dannel, and then the patient may rife out of bed. 

I.et the fweating be repeated in the evening, with - 

the fame precautions and in the fame manner; let 

the ftrong decoction of guaiacum be alfo continued 
to be drank, as alfo the weak fort for common 
drink. Let the fweating be repeated twice a day 
during fourteen days ; then once a day only, for four- 
teen days more, in the morning : that done, the cure 
is finifhed. And now let the patient be ftrengthened, 
by gradually increafing the quantity of his food, 
which muft be no ways fat; for in the time of the 
cure, as well as during the time of fweating, a {pare 
regimen of diet, except the lean veal broth, muft 
be obferved. Nicolaus Maffay} in his time famous 

Vor. XVII. D d | for 
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for curing the venereal difeafe, writes thus: Notan- ." 
dum eft, quod infecit, ultima infeélione morbi Gallici, T 
non fanantur nifi fortifimis 9. ultimis remediis ut eff — 
Polus diffi decosti, cum tenuifimo victu , fcilicet, cum 
abftinentia a carnibus, ES vino, C9 ideo, tam in pran- 
dio, quam in coena, bifcotium panem ad uncias tres, - 
€9 paffularum uncias duas, comedant, modo virtus to- 
lgyet : * It is to be remarked, that thofe who are | 
« infeéted by the French difeafe, in its utmoft viru- — 
« lence, are not cured unlefs by the moft powerful 
and laft remedies, fuch as drinking the faid decoc- 
tion, with the loweft diet; that is, an abftinence 
from every kind of flefh meats and wine; and | 
therefore, as well at dinner as at fupper, let them 
eat three ounces of bifcuit bread, and two ounces 
« of raifins, which will have a good effect.” —More- 
ever Maffa * gave a very ftrong decoction of guai- 
àcum ; for he mixed two pounds of that wood 
grofsly powdered with fixteen pints of water, in. 
which he had fteeped the gualacum à day or two 
before ; then boiled it until one half of the, liquor 
was wafted away : he gave this decoction hot in the 
morning, from fix to twelve ounces, and the fame 
dofe in the evening. He ordered his patients in the 
intermediate time to drink as much of the fecond de- 
coétion as they could. . | 
Yet he in this place advifes, that the phyfician 
fhould always attend to the habit and ftrength € the 
patient : Sunt enim bomines, non tolerantes famem, 
Jlomacbi aut confuetudinis defectu y, quare efto prudens & 
EF iflis dabis plus de pane, &9 etiam de carne; ut puta 
uncias fex panis, €P quatuor carnis: “ for there are 
« men not able to bear hunger, either through à 
weaknefs of the ftomach or from cuftom ; where- 
* fore be prudent, and give them more bread and 
« meat, fuppofe fix ounces of bread and four ounces 
« of meat." But he feems to have preferred the 
white meats, fuch as veal, lamb, kid, and che 
à 


&c 
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and fometimes permitted them the ufe of fmall wild 
fowl, but in a {mall quantity only. 

Leonardus Fuchfius, * who practifed and taught 
medicine in Germany, allowed more food to the pa- 
tients who ufed the decoétion of guaiacum for cu- 
ring the venereal difeafe by fweat ; for he gave them 
from four to fix ounces of leavened bread, well baked, - 
and moderately falted, with a fowl ftewed in water : 
he advifed that no more fhould be taken at fupper 
than at dinner; /mo, fi caput defluxionibus idoneum babet 
eger, cena multo levior, 69 minor, fit prandio : * but 
** if the patient is fubjeét to defluxions, let the fup- 
* per be much lighter and much lefs than the din- 
* ner" But he remarks, that the Germans havé 
ereat appetites, and drefs their food much more than 
others ; hence they require a greater quantity of ali- 
ment: wherefore they may eat more freely whilft 
they ule the decoction of guaiacum ; otherwife they, 
from that exceeding low diet, together with the 
evening fweats and violent pains, which prodigioufly 
exhauft the ftrength, would fall into hectic fevers, 
and die confumptive. 

For as all fudden changes are faid to be dange- 
&ous, and may prove fo, this will particularly turn 
out true, if any perfon, a long while accuftomed to 
high living, fhould be fuddenly put upon very low 
diet. From whence Hutten reaíonably advifes, that 
thofe who are to be cured by the decoction of euai- 
acum fhould be gradually deprived of their ufual 
food, firft by a fourth part, then by a third, and a. 
little after by the half, wt efurire difcat : ** that the 
** patient may learn to be hungry.” Wine may be 
given then alfo, but greatly diluted with water. + 
From whence it appears, how badly patients are treated, 
when this difficult treatment is committed to unfkilful 
perfons, which never can be fate, unlefs adminiftered 
by a fkilful and prudent phyfician ; for the quantity 
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of fweat is to be determined according to what the pa- 
tients can varioufly bear; Whether it fhould not be 
brought on once or twice a day? Whether or not 
the quantity of food allowed for fuftaining the pa- 
tient’s ftrength is fufficient ? Many other occurrences 
may happen during the time of this cure, which re- 
quire a phyfician’s pretence and aid: for example, 
in cafe of the patient's fainting; with refpect to the 
augmenting or diminifhing the fweat, heat, &c. 
Huttenus * noverat quemdam fic medentem, qui tres una 
die viros agricolas, cum intra hypocauflum plus equo 
afiuans conclufiffet, ac. illi, Jalutis, quam fic adepturos 
e fperabant, ftudio, patientius quam par erat conjifte- 
vent, donec, defectis per caloris vehementiam cordibus, 
mori non fentirent, mifere jugulavit : ** klutten knew 
“ a certain empiric who undertook this cure, who 
« fhut up three hufbandmen one day in a room or 
« (tove, which was hotter than it fhould have been : 
« they, in hopes of recovering their health, which 
* they expected to obtain thereby, {tood the opera- 
“ tion more patiently than needful, until they were 
« fuffocated by the heat, and. thus milerably | pe- 
« rifhed.” A good thermometer fhould be hung 
up in the patient's room, which will eafily inftruct 
the phyfician and the by-ftanders if the place is over- 
heated, or if the heat is not fufficient.” 

But as this evacuation by fweat becomes fo very 
powerful, and indeed fo fudden too, a fkilful phy; 
fician will not attempt this cure upon weak and 
emaciated bodies: fuch as have undergone repeated 
falivations, as are totally exhaufted, and almoft worn 
out by a confumption, in vain have recourfe to the | 
decoétion of guaiacum. For unlefs a firmnefs of 
the bowels ftill remains, and that they can be re- 
cruited again with nourifhing food, and their col- 
lapled veffels be filled, fo as to augment the corpu- 
lence of the dried body a little, they will die in the 
height of the operation. 

| Whence 
* Aphrodifiac. p. 281. 
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. Whence I have been obliged to recruit, with a nou- 
rifhing diet, fuch patients fometines for two or three 
months, and longer, before I could venture to at- 
tempt a cure by the decoction of guaiacum. If the 
conftitution was not mended after fuch nourifhing 
food thus for a long time taken, I advifed them ra- 
ther to try another method; of which fomething 
will be hereafter faid. In the mean time, it is cer- 
tain, that flo frm hope of a cure longer remains in 
fuch a cafe. As the fibres of the inteftines and vef- 
fels have been weakened by the virulence of the in- 


.Veterate difeafe, and yet oftener by imprudent me- 


ET 


thods of cure, and thus the quantity of huinours 
diminifhed, and the nature of them become fo de- 
praved, that the moft nutritious aliments cannot be 
converted into good chyle, or blood, whereby the 
loft ftrength may be reftored ; in fuch cafe, the wretch- 


_ed patients are often wafted away by an incurable 


coniumption, or a flow fever. 
Hence the reafon is alfo underftood, why pruden 

phyficians will not provoke a {weat by the vapour 

of burning fpirits of wine, before they have plenti- 


fully filled the bodies of their patients. with the de- 


coction of guaiacum, during eight days, fo that 
they fometimes begin to fwell and are bloated with 
it. For the penetrating vapour of the fpirit of wine, 
which every where reaches the naked body, creates 
fo great a quantity of fweat, that unlefs the veffels 
are firft filled with plenty of fome fluid, the patients 
will by fuch a fudden emptying of the veífels faint, 
and even incur danger of death. 

Therefore, as this method was not free from dif- 


'ficulty and danger, and was lefs pleafing to many 


on account of the ftri€t diet and violent fweats at- 
tending 1t, phyficians began to confider whether they. 
could not expel the venereal virus from the body by a 
move commodious method. Thus the celebrated Aftruc* 
Dd 2 relates, 


* De Morbis Venereis, Edit. IL Tom. IT. p. 844. 
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relates, that Alexander Maffaria believed, that the 
deco&ion of guaiacum might be adminiftered in the 
fame manner as Bath waters ; that is, by drinking 
it plentifully, even unto ten oF twelve pints at in- 
tervals, walking about during the time of drinking : 
he wonders, that this method was thought of by 
nobody but Maynard ; teflatur. autem, fe mon femel 
boc modo ligni decotium dediffe, fumma cum facilitate, 
€2 felicitate: ** for he tefifies, that hee had more 
« than once given the decoction. of guaiacum in 
« this manner, with great eafe and fuccefs."" 

Yet it is certain, that Antonius Maffa,* who wrote 
about the fame time, had attempted a fimilar me- 
thod ; for we read the following in his works: Quo0- 
niam non pauci funt homines, qui inediam, vel cibi et potus 
preferiptam abjlinentiam, | minime ferre poffunt, ideo 
ti mon funt im mediocri dbi quantitate detinendi, fed 
dentur illis carnes optime, C3 vinun mediocre, ifla de- 
coctione dilutum. Etemm plures liberati [unt ex fola 
perimiftione decoétionis ligni Indict, tam prima, quam | 
jecunda, bibita in prandio, &F cana, copiofe, feu libera- 
liter, comedentes etiam. optimas carnes, és exeuntes ad 
propria mua. Sed, qui hac via Janati funt, non brevt 
tempore, fed per aliquot menfes, ufo funt hac regula. 
Notandum étiam eft, quod infecti ultima infectione morb 
Gallici non fanen‘ur mifü ultimis &9 fortifimis remedis, 
f?¢; For there are many men who cannot at all 
« bear the prefcribed abftinence from meat and 
« drink ; they therefore are not to be deprived of a 
« moderate quantity of meat, but let the lighteft 
.«* be given them, together with a reafonable quan- 
« tity of wine diluted ,in the decoétion ; for there 
* have been many perfons cured by only this mix- 
« ture of the decoction of the Indian wood, as well 
« of the fecond as firlt boiling, when plentifally 
*« drank at dinner and fupper, who alio eat thg 
* Jight meats, and went about their neceffary bufi- 
& neís. However, thole who were cured in this 
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** manner ufed not this regulation for a fhort time, 
* but for many months. But it is to be known, 
* that thofe who are infected with the utmoft feve- 
* rity of the French difeafe will not be cured un- 
lefs by the ultimate and moit powerful reme- 
* dies,” &c. 
I have, with infinite delight, feen in ao learned, 
' ufeful, and elaborate works of the celebrated Mor- 
gagni,* whofe erudition, perfpicuity, and immenfe 
labours are admired by all phyficians, and will be 
the admiration of the lateft pofterity ; to whofe works - 
J, who have learned fo much from him, do grate- 
fully acknowledge myfelf indebted for this method 
of drinking the ‘GecoGuan of guaiacum, in the fame 
manner as medicinal waters. The celebrated Val- 
falva thought of ufing this decoction only in the 
fame manner as we ufually drink Spaw water. Da- 
bat primum duas trefve libras, animadvertendo, an fa- 
cile €9 per veficam, non per inteftina aut cutim, ut ali- 
quando, redder etur. Nam fi non facile, aut fi per has 
duas exiret vias, defiftebat. Sin facile, €9 tantum per 
urine "ids, prodiret, pytridie pondus, C9. fic. magis 
‘magifque 1ndies, augebat ; donec perveniret ad libras de- 
cem. Sic multum, citoque, proficiebat ; ut aliquando 
atra tres, haud amplius, dies vetufia ulcera Janart, 
gummata deprimi, confpexerit: ** He firft gave the 
** patient two or three pints of it, obferving if it 
* eafily paffed by urine, and not by ftool or 
* fweat, as it iopietiies did; for if it did not 
«© fometimes thus readily país off, or by thefe two 
* ways, he ftopped his hand. But if it was: dif- 
* charged by urine only, he the day after increafed 
-$* the quantity until it amounted to ten pints; thus 
** it foon became fo very efficacious, that he fome- 
** times faw the old ulcers healed in three days, and 
* all the gummata fubfide.” — Morgagzi witnefles to 
have ufed this fame method with good fuccefs; for 
Id | he 
* De fedibus: & caufis Morborum per Anatomen indagatis, 
T0h.li.p.- 370, 571. 
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he faw a woman, who had been plagued with vene- . 
real ulcers for two years, cured with it. She had a 
large one on either knee, and three or four {mall 
ones corroded the palate of her mouth, fo ‘that the 
food fhe attempted to fwallow came moftly- out at 
her noftrils. He alfo knew a man, who had the hy- 
pogaftric region and thighs filthily ulcerated by tHe 
venereal difeafe, fuccefstully cured by the fame me- 
thod. From whence he proves, that thofe greatly 
err who have fuppofed, on account of the celerity 
with which mineral waters, drank in large quanti- 
ties, pafs off, fome paflages whereby they get to 
the bladder without entering the circulation ; for un- 
lefs the deco€tion of guaiacum was received into the 
blood, and had been with it circulated through the 
veflels io as to have waihed all parts of the body, 
venereal ulcers, fo diftantly fituated from each other 
in various parts of the body, could not have been * 
fo foon and: happily cured. 

It is eafily underftood, that when this decoétion 
of guaiacum is drank in the fame way as mineral 
waters, to about ten pints, it cannot be fo ftrong 
as that which is ufed for curing the venereal difeate 
by fweating ; which is fo faturated, that it much ir 
ritates; nay, flightly -inflames, the inward parts of 
the mouth fometimes, particularly i in the beginning 
cf the cure; but the patients grow more accuftomed _ 
to it, and bear it hore eafily afterwards. Care may — 
however be taken to ‘add liquorice root to the de- . 
coction, when: taken off the fire; as I have before . 
faid ; or if the patients eat a‘ fig before and after | 
they take the decoction, the inward parts of their -— 
mouths will be far lefs feitalk being defended by 1 
its mucilaginous juice. ^'^ | 

The deco&tion of guaiacum may therefore be taken 
in a two-fold-manner ; forthe body 1s filled with this — 
decoction and epe by ftrong fweats, brought om . 
by the heat of the place, and the vapour of “burnt if 
fpirit of wine, » together with a fevere courfe of low 
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diet, void of all fat ; for in this cure artificium con- 
Siftit in eo, ut rurfum omnia pinguia refolvantur, cor- 
‘pufque ita emacietur, mibil ut olei retineat y unde banc 
‘exficcationis curam vocant :* * the whole artifice con- 
“© fifts in entirely diffolving all the fat or grofs hu- 
** mours, fo that the body may be emaciated to fuch 
** a degree as to retain no oily particles; from 
** whence this is called the cure by exficcation :” 
then there are hopes of expelling the adherent ve- 
nereal virus, together with all that is fat from the 
the body. The other manner of ufing this decoc- 
tion of guaiacum is, to drink a great quantity of it, 
prepared much weaker, in the fame manner as mi- 
neral waters, that it may país by urine, and wafh 
away the venereal contagion from the body. As 
manifeft traces of this method may be ftill found 
amongft thofe authors who, about the time of the 
firft appearance of this difeafe in Europe, wrote con- 
cerning its cure, and as the utility of this method 
ftands confirmed by the unexceptionable teítimonies 
‘or thefe yet greater men Valfalva and Morgagni , it 
ícems well worth the notice and trial of others; for 
itis by far lefs injurious than the dry cure, which re- 
quires fo fevere a courfe of diet, that it difoutts al- 
.moft every one ; neither 1s the body undoubtédly fo 
debilitated here. — i iets ena 

[t was before faid, in the preceding fection, that 
the quantity of urine was increafed by day, and the 
cutaneous difcharge by night, after the ufe of the 
deco€tion of guaiacum for the cure of the venereal 
difeafe; ana that 1t operated in fome others by (too! : 
from whence it appears, that the venereal virus is co 
be expelled thro’ various ways from the body. Bur 
Valjabia àbftained from the ufe of the decoétion of 
bualacum in the fame manner as mineral waters, 
ünlefs it folely operated by the urinary paffages. 
Perhaps a gentle fweat or purging woufld not prove 
yery prejudicial, provided the greateft part of the 
m : décoc- 


* Aphrodifiac, in Prefatione, 
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decoction was evacuated by urine. But this is only a 
conjecture ; and as fo quick and fafe a cure was. ef- 
fe&ted by this method, it feems beft rather to infift 
upon its operation by urine, when this method is | 
tried. But the celebrated Boerhaave * gave the fol- 
lowing advice concerning the ufe of crude mercury, 
and the decoction of guaiacum, in the cure of the 
venereal difeafe: Quum ad fumma haecce mala, ut 
plurimum, piyalifmus, €F hac decotiorum methodus, 
foleat adbibert, femper obfervanti conjiitit, ptyalifmo’ 
feliciter fudoris expulfionem fuccedere; fed, quoties 
Guaiact liquore humores corporis penitiffme prius diffo- 
luti fuerant, ut ad banc curationem. | defideratur, tum 
falivatio, poflea mercurio excitanda,  prajeripta vix 
beni quid preeflitit 5 quin imo, vel thaxima datus copia, 
aut per fritiiones corpori applheatus, nibil quidquam 
falivationis excitavit. Credidi inde, poftquam illud ali- 
quoties videram, argentum vivum in attenuatos penitus 
bumores nibil fere agere, j led fine offenfa dilabi, atque 
iLeruim exire,: Vix turbata " fanguine : * When a fali- 
* vation and this fweating courie are ufed to 
expel this train of evils, copious Íweats are ob- 
* ferved ufually to break out happily after a fa- 
* livation: but when the humours of the body 
** are firft totally diffolved by the liquor of guaia- 
* cum, as often as it 1s required for this method 
* of cure, then a falivation afterwards by mercu- 
or is hardly ever prefcribed ; becaule even the 
* greateft quantity, given or applied by frictions to 
* the body, brings on no falivation. 1 from hence 
* believed, having often feen this, that crude mer- 
+ EIER acted very ‘Tittle upon the humours entirely . 
** attenuated, but glided through, and pafled out of 
* the body ‘without offence, or fcarce any diftur- 
** bance to the blood.” 

But a decoction of the roots of farfaparilla has 
been alfo taken for the cure of the venereal difeafe ; 
nay, many phyficians have given it fuch wonderful 

encomiums, 
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encomiums, that they preferred it to the decoction 
of guaiacum ; and many more judged it not to be 
an ufelefs remedy, though they expected not fuch 
great effects from it. Nardus Antonius Reccbi * 
affirmed it to be the /milax afpera, already defcribed 
by Dioefterides ; whence he fays, De forma ejus nibil 
dicam s quoniam illam affabre defcripfit Diofcorides : 
* [ fhall fay nothing about its form, becaufe Diof- 
.« corides has judicioufly defcribed it.” He has men- 
tioned and defcribed four kinds of farfaparilla, and 
firmly believed, that the fibrous roots of the /milax 
afpera have the fame virtue which is highly extolled 
in this American plant. Mos eff bominum ita admi- 
rari extera, ut nibil putent apud fe nafci, quod, longius 
devetium, in maximo babeatur pretio: “ It is cufto- 
* mary among men to value foreign commodities 
fo highly, that they think they have nothing good 
* at home, becaufe what is brought from. far 1S 
* fold ata very high rate." He praifes the fude-, 
rific virtue of this root, by which pains of the joints, 
and other parts of the body, are eafed, and obfti-, 
nate and incurable venereal diforders are vanquifhed. 
"phis plant has a very thick and fhort root near the 
(talk, from which many other roots, not thicker 
than goole quills, branch out, and horizontally creep. 
under ground. The druggifts fell thee fibrous 
roots rolled up in a little ball, and the apotheca- 
ries only ufe thefe ; yet I have often feen the thick. 
root, from which the {maller ones branch, which 
fome call the mother of farfaparilla ; but that 1s not 
ufed by the apothecaries, but is kept as a curiofity 
ufually, as they, for the moft part, have the {maller 
roots rolled up in a ball, which can be wound off 
again to a great length. 

The outlide of thefe roots is of a brown colour, 
the inüde white, and they can be eafily fpht from 
ehd to end, as the apothecaries ufually do before 

they 
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they are cut into fmaller parts for the decoction, 
for fo the water can better penetrate their inward fub- 
ftance, and extract all their medicinal virtue. 

I have very often tafted the roots of farfaparilla, 
and found them of a mealy mild flavour. I have 
made a very ftrong decoction of them, in which I 
found an unfavoury mealy tafte, as 1f it were a lit- 
tle faltifh. I always found this root perfectly ino- 
dorous. I particularly wondered at that, as JVicoaus 
Maffa * (who, amongít other authors who have wrote 
of the venereal difeate, merits great reputation) fays 
as follows: Si quis, maflicando, €9 in ore detinendo, 
ejus gufoum fcire voluerit, manifeftam amaritudinem, 
cum aliquali flipiicitate, fentiet, €2 qualitatem guftum 
offendentem cogno[cet , Cd ideo fileant, qui eam injipi- 
dam ex omni parte,  inodoratam, effe dicunt , expe- 
rientia enim, € fenfus, contra eos" pugnant : ** It any 
** one is willing to know the tafte of this root, by 
** chewing and holding it awhile in the mouth, he 
* will find a manifeft bitternefs with fomething of 
** of a füpticity in it, and will acknowledge that 
* the quality of. the tafte is offenfive.” Let thofe 
** therefore be filent who fay that it is wholly infi- 
.** pid, and affords no odour, for experience and their 
* own fenfes contradict them.” He indeed confefies 
it to have no odour in it when dry, as the root is 
brought to us; but he affirms, that the decoction, 
exhales one which is rather unpleafant and  dif- 
guiting. 

Though he extols the deco&ion of farfaparilla,. 
for curing the venereal difeafe, he nevertheleis con- 
feffes, that j its effect cannot be compared to that of 
the decoction of guaiacum: verum effe medicinam fe- 
curitatis, (SF fine difcrimine dari poffe: ** but it is a 
* very fate medicine, and may be given -without 
* danger ;” for it is much weaker. Siguidem, qui 
cum bac medicina fanantur, facile ex caufa, & non 
mullum poft tempus, im eandem egritudine revertun- 
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fur :* * Wherefore thofe who are cured by this me- 
** diciné eafily relapfe into the fame difeaie again in 

Pea non time. à 
 Fefalius, who clofely examined and perfectly de- 
Ícribed the farfaparilla (which the Spaniards call 
fparta parilla, ;. e. the humble of manners) fent 
from the Indies, in his Epifjela de radice Chine +, 
thus teftifies; Siipites bos, aut farmenta, non minus 
quam Chinam, dicas effe infipida, imo magis omni ma- 
nifefta qualitate, que in ejufmodi medicamentis merito 
defideratur, quam Chinam, defiituta: ** You may 
* fay, that thefe roots are not lefs infipid than 
* China root, nay even more fo in all the mani. 
* feft qualities fo defervedly looked for in medi- 
* cines of this kind, than the China root." For 
we read in an annexed fchedule concerning the roots 
of farfaparilla, that a purge being being firft given, 
a cup of this decoction, made by boiling an ounce 
of farfaparilla in two meafures of water, was to be 
drank warm in the morning, and before fupper: the 
fame deco&ion was given as common drink at din- 
ner and fupper, without any reftriction with refpect 
to diet. “‘Thofe who ufed this decoction were alfo 
allowed to appear any where in public : linnen cloths, 
fteeped in this fame decoction, were applied to ul- 
cers and pained limbs. The decoction of farfapa- 
rila was drank in this manner for twenty-four days, 
then a purging remedy being given, the cure was 

finifhed. | 
Vefalius feems not to have repofed any great 
confidence in the efficacy of farfaparilla, for he 
confeffes, that he never had made trial of it; 
quandoquidem, cui ab amicis, divint auxili vice, bac 
farmenta miffa funt, Guaiaci decocto jam videretur re- 
fiitutus ; €2, neglettis farmentis illis, eorum portiones | 
quafdam a[Jumere, ac amicis, ut Indicas bas impofruras 
expendant, tranfmittere, aliifque medicis propouere, mibi 
liceat : * Forafmuch as the perfon to whom thefe 
roots 
* Aphrodifiac. p, 81. + Ibidem, p. 594. 
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* roots were, as a divine affiftance, fent from his 
« friends, was already cured, to all appearance, by 


« the decoction of guaiacum, whence thee roots being 


« neglected, I have taken fome portions of them, and 
*€ fent them to my friends, and other phyficians, with 
& 3 view that this Indian impofture may be thorough- 
* ly examined, as I think itis my duty fo to do.” 
Gabriel Fallopius lived. almoft at the fame time 
that Vefalius did, and we have a treatife of his on 
the French difeafe ; but it is a pofthumous work, 
publifhed by his pupils, who feem to have acknow- 
ledged more medicinal virtue in the farfaparilla ; and 
he confeffes that he beliéved it to be the root of the 
ebulus, until a Spaniard brought an entire plant of 
it to the duke of Florence; he then faw that the 
root of fmilax afpera was farfaparilla, which was 
proved by experience ; for as he in monte Jancii Fu- 
ani, Pifis, “ in the mount of St. Julian at Pita,” 
had feen the Jmilax afpera growing, he was careful 
to have the roots of it dug up, which femper ufus fuit 
loco falfeparille ; £2 per biennium illud, quo ibi fuit, 
femper felici cum fucce[]u. plurimos a Lue Gallica libe- 
ravit ;* * he always uled inftead of the farfapa- 
« rilla, and with that, conftantly for two years, 
« cured many of the French difeafe very fuccefs- 
ie EUIS on dois he remarks, that the farfaparilla 
brought from Spain has greater, thicker, and plumper 
roots; the {milax afpera has fhorter ftrings or hairs 
about the roots, which he believes to happen be- 
caufe the plant growing in a ftony foil receives lefs 
nutriment. In reliquis, idem eff fapor, idem cortex; 


eadem medulla, €8. faculiass imo vivacior in nofra i 


« it is the fame in every other refpect; has the 
<¢ fame rhind, the fame pith, and the fame virtues ; 


** nay, our own {milax afpera is even the moft ac- 


1€ five, 


"But as to the virtues of farfaparilla, it has fuch’ 


as appear hardly poffible to reconcile together: Jiao 
fale. 
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_falfe magis, quam ligno (Guaiaco) ; imbecillior eff certe 
“ligno, babet tamen ©& ipfa nobiles vires, quibus fu- 
perat Guaiacum y S eff, quod, fi poft fuperatum mor- 
bum Gallicum reftent ulcera, aut. Rbagades circa fe- 

dem, duplo citius fanat hac quam lignum Indicum: “ Y 

* confide more in farfaparilla than in gualacum ; 
it is certainly weaker than that wood, yet it pof- 
feffes noble virtues, in which it excels the gual- 
acum; namely, if any ulcers remain after the 
French difeale is vanquifhed, or if any fiffures re- 
main about the anus, it cures them half as foon 
again as that Indian wood.” He from hence ap- 
pears to have repofed hopes in the farfaparilla, when 
the contagion of the venereal difeafe had been, by 
more efficacious remedies, chafed away in fuch a 
manner, as that only fome flight reliéts of the dif- 
eafe ftill remained, always fufpicious ; which feems to 
be confirmed by more recent obfervations. Yet Fal- 
lopius acknowledges, that if the firft trial by the 
farfaparilla does not fucceed, the fecond, or third, at 
leaft, will be effectual. For he thus fays: Cum ergo 
in Gallico adfunt ulcera, ad boc medicamentum confugio, 
tanquam ad certiffuntim C9. tutiffimum auxilium y &, f 
non facit prima dieta, facit [altem fecunda, vel tertia. 
Praftans eft Guaiacum, tamen ego utor. Salfa in levi- 
bus. Soleo etiam mifcere beec duo fimul; ** When ul- 
* cers, therefore, attend the French difeafe, I have 
* recourfe to this medicine, as the moft certain 
and fafeft help; and if it proves not effectual the 
* firft time, it will the fecond, or at leaft the 
* third.. Guaiacum is excellent, yet I ufe farfapa- 
*€ rilla in flighter cafes. I alío fometimes mix thefe 
* two together." ‘This he alfo defcribes* in the fol- 
lowing chapter; and he adds the guaiacum : Firft, be- 
€aufe the decoction of farfaparilla flightly. offends the 
{tomach, and fometimes caules ítools: Secondly, 
quando volebat eradicare morbum, 6&9 opus erat uti 
falfa: * When he was defirous of eradicating the 
, **' difeafe, 
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* difeafe, it was needful to ufe farfaparilla alfo: ^ 
Thirdly, When he had an inveterate Lues to cure, 
utrumque fumebat, C9. lignum, C9. falfam; “he then 
** ufed both guaiacum and farfaparilla.” 


This method of adding guaiacum to the decoction 
of farfapatilla takes place fill: thus the deco&ion 
of farfaparilla, to which a fmall quantity of guai- 
acum is added, is given to the infected with the ve- 
nereal difeafe in the hofpital at Florence, called, 4r- 
cifpedale de gl'incurabili :.** The hofpital for incu- 
* rables." Lallopius made his decoctions of an equal, 
quantity of guaiacum and farfaparilla; but the ce- 
lebrated Targioni Tozzetti * tefüfies, that fix hundred 
and fifty pounds of farfaparilla, and only fix pounds - 
of guaiacum wood, are yearly confumed in that 
hofpital. That famous rhan would rather have a 
greater quantity of the guaiacum added to the de- 
co&ion, by which the cure of the venereal difeafe is — | 
attempted in this hofpital, at leaft for the ule. of | 
thofe patients who are moft feverely afflicted with | 
this difeafe. | | 

And he even fhewed the + directors of this hofpital — | 
how ufeful it would be to give the decoétion of | 
guaiacum only, together with the low diet already 
prefcribed, to patients labouring under am inveterate — | 
Lues; particularly to thofe whofe bones might have — | 
been corroded by a caries ; for it is eafily conceived, . | 
that fuch a cure is not to be expected from the de- | 
coction of farfaparilla. | 

The famous Fordyce { relates many cafes of pere — | 
fons labouring with the venereal difeafe, who found — | 
very remarkable benefit from the ufe of the decoc- | 
tion of farfaparilla ; particularly in intolerable noc- | 
turnal pains and head-achs proceeding from this dii- — | 
eale, — | 

| 
| 


* Prima Raccolta di offervationi Medica, p. 157- 
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eafe, and the decoction was prepared in the follow- 
ing manner: $ 

R. Rad. Sarfaparille unc. Vj. decoque in libris fex 
aque fluviatilis, vafe aperto, ad colaturam duarum li- 
brarum (civilium mempe, que faciunt triginta. duas 
uncias.) He advifes the farfaparilla to be chofen as 
frefh as poflible, neither worm-eaten nor decayed by 
the falt water in the paflage : he fometimes added a 
Ímall quantity of liquorice root to this decoction, to 
mend the tafte of it. He ordered the above quantity 
of decoétion to be taken at two or three draughts in 
twenty-four hours, either hot or cold, as might be 
mott pleafing to the patient's palate. The decoétion 
.was prepared frefh every two days, and what re- 
mained was kept in a cold cellar. A low diet was 
alfo recommended, together with a total abftinence 
from wine. 

He tried the farfaparilla in powder and decoétion 
upon younger perfons ; but he could not thus radi- 
cally extirpate the venereal difeafe: perhaps becaufe 
the ufe of crude mercury had not preceded, or be- 
caufe they were unwilling to ufe the farfapatilla a 
fufficient length of time. 

This decoction has been found exceedingly fer- 
viceable to thofe of a lean and phthificky confump- 
tive conftitution, caufed by the venereal difeafe ; for 
it reftored the ftrength, appetite, corpulence, and 
natural colour.* 

He particularly expected much benefit from 
the ufe of farfaparilla, when crude mercury and the 
decoction of guaiacum had not entirely cured the ve- 
nereal difeafe. + 

From whence he concludes, that mercury, gene- 
rally {peaking, cures venereal diforders for the moft 
part ; and that farfaparilla cures perhaps thofe which 
refift the power of mercury : fo that it is probable, 

Vor. XVII. Ee that 
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that every venereal complaint may be cured by a 
combination of both thefe remedies, of which we 
read am example in the fame volume. | 
Sterck* alfo has confirmed the efficacy of the decoc- 
tion of farfaparilla, in his practical obfervations, and 
found its efle& fometimes to be far greater than he 
expected ; which he proves by a very wonderful 
cale: A woman, labouring under venereal buboes, 
applied for affiflance to a bagnio-keeper, who, by 


the application of mercurial un&tion, difperfed the | 


tumours; but fhe prefently felt a violent pain in the 
bottom of her belly, which, towards the evening, 
became extremely excruciating, attended with a high 
fever, and the paroxyfm ended with a copious per- 
fpiration. She was not uneafy ; for in the morning 
all the pain vanifhed, and her pulfe was natural. 
In the afternoon all her complaints returned, and in 


the fame order. She was carried to an hofpital, | 


where fhe concealed the caufe of the difeafe, but 
when different medicines, and even the quizquina it- 
felf, could afford her no eafe, fhe {pontaneoufly 
confeffed the origin of the difeafe. "Trial was then 
made of the decoction of bardana, together with a 
folution ef mercurius dulcis in water, in fuch a 
dofe that fhe might take four grains a day of it; 
whereby the pains diminifhed, and the fever became 
milder in two days. But though fhe was treated 
for a fortnight in this fame manner, no other change 
was obferved. The corrofive fublimate was then 
tried ;. but that caufed great heat in the fternum, a 


drynefs of the breaft, thirft, and pains of the head ; _ 


{o that it was left off. Mercurial purges were alío 
given, with plentiful draughts of emollient decoc- 
tions, but without fuccefs, for her ftrength decreafed 

every day. 
She at length took the decoétion of farfaparilla, 
and, on the fourth day after, difcharged a great 
quan- 


+ Medical Obfervat. and Inquiries,. Tom, I, p. 406. 
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quantity of vifcous brown matter by urine. On the 
fifth day, the urine was thin, but an acrid thick 
foetid brownifh matter was difcharged from the va- 
gina; the pains, together with the fever, greatly 
abated ; and in a fortnight nothing more came from 
the vagina; the pains and fever entirely vanifhed, 
her ftrength daily increafed, and the woman reco- 
vered perfect health. She was advifed to ufe the 
fame decoction, but more diluted, for fome weeks 
longer, that if any morbid matter ftill lurk’d in the 
habit, it might be cleanfed away. 

China root began to be brought into Europe about 
the year 1535. This was extolled as an incompa- 
rable remedy for fubduing the venereal difeafe. As 
a far lefs exaétnefs of diet was obferved during the 
whole time of drinking the China-root decoction, a 
moderate ufe of wine diluted in this decotion was 
granted to the patients, and the root was fold ata 
very high price. This remedy foon grew into efteem 
amongft the more opulent, becaufe that it was alío 
productive of moft certain relief in pains or difeafes. 
of the joints; for which reafon this deco@ion was 
drank by the emperor Charles tbe Fifth. It was pre- 
pared in the following manner. ‘One ounce of jg 
was fhaved into fmall chips, about the thicknefs of 
a man's nail only. Thefe fhavings were fteeped in 
a fmall quantity of water for twenty-four hours, then 
boiled in twelve pints of water, till a third part of 
the water was confumed. But the veffel in which 
this decoétion is thus prepared, fhould be very large, 
left any part fhould overflow in the boiling ; it 
fhould alfo be covered clofe that none of the virtue 
of it may exhale. When it was ftrained, the fhavings 
were preferved for other ufes. "The deco&ion fhould. 
be made frefh every day, becaufe, if kept longer, it 
will grow four. © 

A large cup of this deco&tion was given warm to the 
patient in bed, at the dawn of day ; then being well 
covered up, he tried to bring on a fweat for two 

Ee3 hours, 
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hours, for the more. the patient fweated the more 
benefit he received ; then being well dried, he arofe 
and dreffed himfelf in warm cloaths, and was care- 
ful of catching cold. He drank of the fame decoc- 
tion in the day-time rather warm, but the hotter it 
was the more beneficial it proved. Chickens and 
fowls, ttewed without falt, were allowed; the pa- 
tient kept his room until the eighth day, then went 
abroad warmly cloathed. He was to abftain from 
all acids and roafted meat for fourteen days. The 
ufe of honey was recommended, to prevent coftive- 
nefs ; Ex quocumque tamen ferculo Jumendum medio- 
eriter eff y conftat enim, non minus beneficii accedere 
a diei norma, quam ab aque (decolti Chine) fump- 
tione :* “ yet every difh that comes to table muft 
« be but moderately eaten of; for it is manifeít, 
« that a fpare diet, is not lefs beneficial than the 
« taking the decoétion of the China-root 3 TE 
was any other liquor to be ufed during the whole 
time of the cure, which laíted twenty-four days. 
The ufe of venery was forbidden during this whole 
time. | 

The China-root fhavings which had been ufed in 
preparing this decoétion, were dried, and then taken. 
to the amount of two ounces, and boiled in the 
fame manner as at firft in twelve pints of water to 


a third part: this decoction, after the expiration of | 


the twenty-four days cure, was given to the patient 
for common drink for eight or ten days more.. The 
ulcers (if any) were fomented with this decoction 
whilft the patient remained at home; if he went 
abroad they were covered with fome other dreffings, 
and the fame decoétion was again applied upon his 


return home. A little roaft meat was allowed him | 


after the fourteenth day of the cure. The China- 
root, which is fold in the fhops, is a very thick, pro- 
tuberant, Knotty, woody fubftance; the outfide is 

| | light, 


P. 584, 599. 


* Andr, Velal. Epit. de radice Ching. in Aphrodifiaco, , 
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light, and of a brown colour; the infide is almoft 
of a rofe colour; it fcarcely has any evident tafte or 
Imell. I never found it otherwife, though I have 
often tafted it. Nicolaus Maffa * is neverthelefs an- 
ety at thole qui banc radicem. inodoratam dicunt, &8 
| Jeribunt y. cum fenfus illos redarguat : Ego, inquit, non 
femel tantum fruftum iftius radicis volui mandere, €9 
dentibus confregi, fed C9 alüs dosis €9 fenfatis viris 
ad mafticandum dedi (ne forte in proprio fenfu. deci- 
perer)s qui omnes, C9. ego etiam, affirmant, poft mafti- 
cationem, faporem aliquem amarum fentiri manifeftum, 
ts flipticitatem quandam. Similiter poft ebullitionem 
odoravt, C9 altis ad olfaciendum dedi, qui mecum 
omnes odorem aliquem levem percipi affirmant, 69 cog- 
nofcunt, ut ego cognovi, C96 : ** who fay and write 
** that this root has no fmellin it; as their fenfe 
* of fmelling contradicts them. I, fays he, not 
* only broke and chewed a piece of this root many 
* times, but alío gave it to be chewed by other 
* learned men of lively fenfations, (left my own fenfe 
** fhould be ‘deceived) who all, as well as myfelf, 
** affirmed, that they perceived fome manifeft bitter 
.** tafte, and fomething of a ftipticity after chewing 
* it," I have in Itke manner fmelled it when boiled, 
** and caufed others to fmell the decoction, who, 
* with me, affirmed, that they perceived fome light 
** odour in it, and know as I know," &c. 

It is much to be lamented, and brings difhonour 
upon the falutary art, that phyficians, fkiiful in their 
profeffion, fhould fo much differ in opinion about 
the qualities of a known remedy, which their fenfes 
can determine. Ve/ahus,+ who examined the China- 
root, being then a new remedy and highly extolled, 
with no indifferent, circumfpection, and whofe vir- 
tues the emperor Charles the fifth directed an enquiry 
into, wrote as follows; Ufcumque Cbinam, modo ah- 
oqui ficcam {© lignofam, maftices, ac dentibus conteras, 

| oie ag oak null 


* Aphrodifiac. p. 86. T Ibidem, p. 538, 589. 
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nullo illam fapore preditam afirmare pots , longeque 
-adbuc minus (quantum in illius, non autem in adjacen- 
tium pharmacorum, natura efl) odorati quidquam pre 
fe fert 5. neque unciuoft quidquam, quod alii in ipja ob-. 
fervaffe contendunt, deguftanti, aut alias pertraciantt, 
offendit : * In whatioever manner you chew thé 
* China-root, which is no otherwife than dry and 
* woody as you break it between your teeth, you 
* cannot affirm it poffeffes any flavour, and ftill 
** far lefs (according to the nature of it in the apo- 
** thecaries fhops) is it productive of any Ímell ; 
* neither does it appear any way oily to the tafte, 
* or as it is otherwife handled, as many others have 
« contended to have obferved.” He afterwards fub- 
joins a long catalogue of the medicinal virtues which 
are ufually attributed to the decoétion of China-root, 
and finally concludes : Interim ditius jam antea ffu- 
pidus fapor, citra omne adftritionis indicium, in China 
occurrit, meque, quantumvis fumplici aque incoguas, | 
alium faporem, quam ex hordeo corticibus non emun- 
dato, €9 minima dulcis radicis portione, confurgere ani- 
madvertas, vube[cente pariter! nonnibil Chine decofto, 
fulvi adniodum vini inflar, aut ejus, quod ex longa in 
cantbaro mora ruborem contraxit , adeo ut binc, quod 
ad snauifeflas qualitates peat, vix tantum in fudoris 
urinaque provocatione, C9. illis virtutibus, quibus China 
bodie probatur, ex ipfius decoéo, quam ex horde, [pe- 
randum fit: * An infipid flavour occurs in China 
* root, without the leaft mark of an aftringent 
* power, as has been ‘already mentioned. You 
* will perceive no other flavour in it, though you 
* boil it ever fo long in fimple water, than what 
« proceeds from barley boiled with the hulls on, and 
4 a very fmall portion of the fweet root. There is 
* fomething of a reddi(h caft in the decoction of 
* China-root, refembling that of red wine, or the 
*« rednefs which is contracted by its being kept a 
* long while in a decanter, fo that hence from its 
** manifeft qualities, with refpect to the urinary and 
ife ui-t ce pee ar PM eee 
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** cutaneous difcharges, and thofe virtues for which 
** the China-root is at prefent extolled, there is fcarce 
** more to be expected from this new decoction than 
** from barley-water.” 

Neither did Gabriel Fallopins * attribute much 
virtue to the China-root, in curing the venereal dií- 
eafe; who otherwife, with great acrimony, carps at 
Vefalius in his anatomical obfervations. Sle gave a 
much ftronger decoction of this root to his patients ; 
for he boiled two ounces of the root in twelve pints 
of water until the half was confumed. But though 
he believed this remedy ferviceable in other difeafes, 
he forbids the ufe of it for curing the venereal dif- - 
temper; for he teftifies that he had tried it three or 
four times unfuccefsfully in this difeafe : whence he 
thus fays, Ego ufus fum ifto medicamento, in infirmi- 
tatibus vifcerum, in cancris exulceratis, C9. in lippitu- 
dinibus, felici. fatis facce[fu y. fed non in morbo Gallico. 
Nota tamen, quod ex ufa radicis illius valde pinguis 
fiat homo: Reliqua miracula in nofiro orbe edere refpuit : 
* [ have ufed this medicine for infirmities of the 
“© bowels, ulcerated cancers, fore and bloodíhot 
* eyes, with very good fuccels, but with none at 
** all in the French difeafe. Remark however, 
« that a man grows very fat by the ufe of this 
« root. The reft of its miraculous virtues in our 
* part of the globe I do not think equally well 
** founded." 

Profper Alpinus + {ays he was an eye-witnefs to 
that effec whereby the decoction of China- root in- 
creafes the fat of the body ; for the people of Afia 
efteem it for fattening the women in their 1e- 
raglios. 

Though it may appear from what has been faid, 
that this root is not endowed with fuch remarkable 
virtues, yet by reafon of the water in which it is 
copioufly diluted, its efficacy merits a place in that 
| Jj hBES 4 clafs 

* Aphrodifiac. p. 803. 
+ Medicin. ZEgypt. III. p. 16, & feq. 
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clafs of remedies which are by phyficians ufually 
called fanguinem depurantia, ** purifiers of the blood ;" 
becaufe thefe without any increafed motion of the 
hamours can by attenuating, thinning, and pro- 
voking the excretions by urine and fweat, wath away 
all acrimony from the humours, and fo difpofe the 
veffels at the fame time, that they may eafily tranfmit 
the humours. All phyficians know, that water 
alone is an efficacious remedy, to which if a fpa- 
ring diet be joined, much good may be expected 
therefrom. | 

I oftener gave a decoction of the roots of Bardana 
to people of low circumftances, who could have 
them at an eafy price every where ; and I have found 
them as effectual, and even more fo than the decoc- 
tion of China-root. | | 

It appears from very recent obfervations, . that 
the ufe of cicuta, or hemlock, has been remarkably 
profitable in venereal cafes, which neither a faliva- 
tion, other mercurial remedies, nor decoctions could 
any way fubdue. 

A hard fcirrhous tumour, bigger than a man's fift, 
arofe in the fcrotum of aman above forty years of 
age, after a fudden fupprefüon of a gonorrhea by 
an aftringent injection; yet both tefticles were un- 
hurt and found. He had laboured under this tu- 
mour a year and a half, and a falivation and other 
internal and external remedies had been tried without 
fuccefs. 

The cicuta was then given him, together with 
plenty of the decoétion of bardana ; but though the 
patient had already taken a whole drachm of the ex- 
tract of cicuta, on the twentieth day, there was no 
change obferved in the tumour. A drachm and a 
half was given him on the thirtieth day, the tumour 
feemed fofter on the thirty-third day, and the patient 
found his health no way affected by the remedy. 
A mercurial purge was given him on the thirty- 
fixth day. After the fortieth day he daily took two 
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drachms of the extract of cicuta, and the tumour — 
grew lefs. | | , 

The patient continued this dofe until the fifth 
month, a gentle mercurial purge being interpofed 
every fourteenth day : then the tumour was totally 
diffolved, and the man perfectly cured.^ A young 
man, nineteen years of age, had venereal ulcers ail 
over his body, and both his fhin-bones deeply cor- 
roded with a caries.  Antivenereal remedies of every 
kind were given the poor wretch, which fo injured 
him, that he became greatly debilitated, and ema- 
ciated to the laft degree. . Stérck,+ doubtful whether 
thefe remedies had been adminiftered in a proper 
dofe and with due precaution, tried various others, 
but to no purpofe. 

He therefore ordered a trial of the efficacy of 
cicuta: he took care that the ulcers and carious 
bones fhould be covered with linen cloths, wetted in 
a fomentation of cicuta. The extract of cicuta was 
internally given, with a large quantity of the decoc- 
tion of Bardana, and the addition of a third part 
of milk. This in a few days caufed a great change 
for the better, and the patient's ftrength increafed. 
About the end of the fecond month all the floughs 
feparated, and moft of the ulcers were firmly Clca- — 
trized, and the noéturnal pains that tormented the 
patient entirely ceafed. | | 
' Nor was there need of a very large dofe of cicuta, 
as the higheft quantity taken in twenty-four hours 
exceeded not a drachm. At the end of the third 
month of the cure, his health appeared perfectly re- 
eftablifhed, his pains all vanifhed, and his ftrength 
returned, The remarkable effects of cicuta [ are 
alfo mentioned elfewhere. —.— 2:1 


It 


* Anton. Storck Libel. fecund. de Cicuta, p. 169. 

+ Ibidem, p. 171. | ; 

1 Henr. Jof. Collin Nofocom. Civic. Pazmanniani Anni tertii, 
p. 131, &íeg. —— | ; 
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It furthermore appears by the famous Storck’s molt _ 


ufeful experiments, that the herb aconite or monkf- 
hood itíelf has cured this difeafe. This formerly 
was an infamous plant, for it was a common faying 
in every perfon’s mouth, 


Lurida terribiles mifcent Aconita noverca. 


Linneus + was furprifed to fee an old woman in 
Lapland preparing a mefs of thefe herbs (aconites) for 
her family, which was eaten with impunity : whence 
Storck thought of trying what ufe this herb might 
be of in curing inveterate venereal diforders. A 
woman, forty years of age, had laboured eight years 
under the venereal difeafe; fhe had ulcerated tophs 
on all the bones of her body, particularly on the 
(ternum ; the inner parts of her mouth were ulce- 
rated, and the palate of her mouth much corroded. 
Every method of cure was tried upon this difeafed 
woman; many of the ulcers were healed, moft of 
the tophs difappeared, but the inner parts of the 
mouth, and the fternum remained in the fame ftate ; 
nor were her nocturnal pains lefíened: whence the 
patient was reduced to a very feeble condition. 

Storck gave her a grain of the extract of aconite 
three times a day, powdered with thirty grains of 
fugar, and made her drink two large cups of the 
decoction of the roots of bardana after every dole, 
of which íhe had already ufed a large quantity 
before. 

The nocturnal pains abated in a fhort time, nay, 
they even entirely ceafed, and all the ulcers feemed 
changed for the better, her ftrength and appetite re- 
turned, and fhe moved her limbs more eafily. 

The nocturnal pains being quieted, the diforder 
feemed at a ftand, nor did the tumours any more 
diminifh, nor were the ulcers confolidated, though 
he increafed the dofe of aconite, and daily gave her 

t Flore Lapponice, p. 179. 
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fix grains of it for five weeks. He then changed 
his method, and added as many grains of mercurius 
dulcis to the fix grains of the extract of aconite, and 
with three drachms of white fugar mixed the whole 
into a powder, of which he gave half a drachm 
three times a day, with a draught of broth or fome 
diluent infufion after each dofe. | 
All the tumours of the bones difappeared in two 
months and a half by the ufe of this remedy ; fome 
great pleces of the carious bones feparated, the ul- 
cers healed, and the loft parts of the velum pendu- 
lum palati, and uvula, grew again; fo that fhe 
could fwallow very well, and {peak diftinctly. Being 
now perfe&ly cured, fhe returned to her ufual la- 
bours: whence he concluded, that extraé? of aconite 
might not only be given with fafety and with a falu- 
tary effect, but that when conjoined with an equal 
quantity of mercurius dulcis, it is fometimes a more 
effectual and powerful remedy than any other mer- 
curial preparation. | 
Thus have I enumerated many temedies, and the 
xarious methods of taking them, which I have 
known to be ferviceable in curing the venereal dif- 
eafe ; all thefe act more or lefs by evacuation through 
various paffages of the body. Many of thefe dif- 
turb health, and hurt the conftitution. I confeís, 
that thofe remedies which are capable of carrying 
away the difeafe, without difturbing the body by 
their action, have always beft pleafed me, though 
they effected the cure more flowly. I have indeed 
known many cured of the venereal difeafe by draftic 
remedies, which operated in a rough manner, and 
often not without endangering the patient’s life ; but 
] have feen more fall into incurable difeafes, and 
others languifh out the reft of their days unfit 
for the ufual occupations of life, troublefome to 
themíelves and others. I confefs, that I myfelf have 
| ufed 


* Anton. Storck Libellus, quo continuantur experimenta, &c. 
p. 117—123. Ve yi Vs Rei. (1 
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ufed a very rough mercurial remedy (corrofive fub- 
limate) for curing the venereal difeafe, and recom- 
mended a trial thereof to others ; but I gave fo fpa- 
ring a dofe, and with fuch a regimen, that I never 
faw any injury proceed from it; for I was always 
attentive in obferving every fymptom the leaft alarm- 


ing, and immediately leffened the dofe, or entirely - 


laid afide the medicine, and tried other remedies, as 
I have repeatedly faid in the preceding fections. 

- Nor do they attempt the cure of the venereal dif- 
eafe, by any one certain remedy, in America, for many 
have been tried and recommended. Thus we read;* 
LLuem Veneream non requirere. certum, 8 fpecificum, 
aliquod remedium, quod tota. fubjiantia, vel ex occulta 
aqua caufa, buic morbo medeatur, cum «videamus, 
plurimas plantas, inter fe diverfiffimas, ab. Americanis 
ad bunc morbum ‘debellandum adbiberi. Que tamen 
omnes in eo conveniunt, ut fint acres, vel amare, ba- 


beantque vim, vel purgandi, vel diapboreticam y ut ab - 


authore nominantur in boc opere, Convolvuli, Tithy- 
mali, Corymbifere multe: ‘ The venereal difeafe 
** requires no one certain and fpecific remedy, which 
** from its whole fubitance, or through fome occult 
** caufe, cures this diftemper ; as we fee many plants, 
** very different from each other, are ufed by the 


* Americans for fubduing this difeafe. Yet thefe . 


** plants all fo far agree,' as to be acrid and bitter, 
** and have adiaphoretie, or purgative virtue; whence 
* they are in this work, called by the author, 
** Convolvuli, Tithymali, and Corymbiferz of va- 
* rious kinds."  Gonfalvus Fernandez, i confirms 
the fame thing I have mentioned in this paragraph, 
who lived when the venereal difeafe firft appeared 
in Europe, and was afterwards fent into Hifpaniola 
on the continent of America ; for in fpeaking of the 
gualacum wood he thus adds, Nec folo boc ligno Indi 
curantur s 

* Rerum Medicar. nove Hifpanie Thefaur. Lib. VI. 

P. 200, in notis. 
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curantur; maximi enim funt berbaru, multarumque 
plantarum tenent cognitionem, quarum facultates. ad 
bunc aliofque complures profligandos effectus experimento 
didicere : ** Nor are the Indians cured by this wood 
* alone, for they are moft excellent herbarifts, and 
** have a knowledge of many plants whofe power in 
* curing this difeafe, and effects in removing others, 
* they have learned from experience." 
For, as Sydenbam * excellently well obferves, zon 
inventum eft immediatum aliquod. fpecifieum, cujus ope, 
| fine evacuatione pragre[]a, Lues debellari queat 5, neque 
enim, vel Mercurius, vel Ligna. exficcantia , dicia, fpe- 
cificorum titulo funt donanda, nift, exemplis in medium 
allatis, probare quis pofft, vel Mercurium ab[que fa- 
livatione, vel Lignorum deco£tum mullo. fubfequente fu^ — 
dore, Luis Veneree curationem. quandoque. abfolviffe : 
** as yet no immediate fpecific is difcovered, whereby 
«* it may be cured without any preceding evacu- 
“ation. For neither mercury, nor the drying 
* woods, are to be accounted ípecifics, unlefs it 
can be proved by examples, that mercury has 
«* fometimes cured the venereal difeaíe without a 
« falivation, or a decoction of the woods without a 
* fweat.? The folution of corrofive fublimate 
mercury cures this difeafe without a falivation, but 
not without fome evacuation: indeed it but rarely . 
caufes a motion to ftool, yet it excites fweats, and 
operates by urine, which has frequently a thick fe- 
diment in it; hence this remedy, cures not without 
evacuation. It was before faid, that hard labour in 
a warm air, together with a fpare low diet, has 
fometimes cured the venereal diíeafe ; but the.co- 
pious fweats exhaled under fuch a cure almoft con- 
fume the whole juices of the body, to which the 
venereal contagion adheres, as I have particularly 
endeavoured to prove in the preceding fections. 


ee 


Hence 


* Epiftola Refponforia fecunda, p, 418. 
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Hence it does at all appear wonderful, that a | 
great number of remedies are to be found, which | 
relieve, and fometimes cure this cruel difeafe, name- 
ly, by evacuation ; though they are for the fake of 
lucre cried up as fecrets, and fold under this title 
at a great price to the credulous. The honeft, ge- 
nerous, and noble-minded phyficians, who have tlie 
public good at heart, conceal not fuch ufeful reme- 
dies as come to their knowledge. Hence it is to be 
hoped, that later times will perhaps teach the ufe 
of more and better remedies than thofe already 
known. | 

Thus I have learned from a phyfician, moft worthy 
of credit, that the root of Jobelia llowly fimmered, or 
infufed in pure water, produces a certain and fafe 
remedy for the venereal difeafe, and cures it in the 
{pace of ten or twenty days at the moft. This de- 
coction is drank upon an empty ftomach; a large 
doíe of it brings on a vomiting, a lefs dofe purges, 
and a ímaller ftill brings on a fweat. The plant is 
thus defcribed, Lobelia, caule ereéfo, foliis ovato lan- 
ceolatis, crenatis, floribus lateralibus. Prodrom. Flore 
Leydenfis. Linnet hort. Cliffort. p. 426. Rapuncu- 
lus Americanus flore. dilute ceruleo, Boerhaave Index 
plantar. Tom. I. p.25: “ The plant lobelia has a 
* ftraight ftalk, oval, fharp pointed, and indented 
** leaves, with flowers on the fides. Prodom. Flore 
* Leydenfis. Linnzi Hort. Cliffort p. 426. The 
* American Rapunculus has an azure or light 
** blue flower. Boerhaave Index plantar. Tom. I. 
* p.25." But this remedy cures alfo by evacua- 
tion. 


ee ae 


Sec.1479. The VrNEREAL DisrAsE. 432 


SEULT MOCCCLXXBÉ . 


OPHS are diminifhed by fpecific 

plafters, (1461) or, by fcraping the 

bone when laid bare, having removed the in- 
teguments. | 


What tophs or nodes are was faid in Sect. 1456. 
They, for the moft part, yield to the general cure 
of the venereal difeafe. It was alfo faid before, that 
thefe tophs are very difficultly diffolved. But let 
the folution of the corrofive fublimate, which is in- 
ternally taken, be diluted in a quadruple quantity 
of water, and applied to them in the nature of a 
fomentation. If they yield not to this application, 
the bone may juftly be fuppofed carious; where- 
fore, let all its integuments be cut away, and that 
cure be had recourfe to, which was mentioned in the 
chapter on the difeafes of the bones. 


The 


The RIcKETS. 


$B OR MECCEERRR: 


BOUT the middle of the feven- 
A teenth century there arofe a new 
difeafe in the inland parts of Great 

Britain, fpreading itfelf from thence through 
that whole kingdom, and all the northern 
parts of Europe, called The Rickets ; at pre- 
fent avery common diftemper. 


Gliffon, profeffor of phyfic in the famous univer- 
fity of Cambridge, the firít author who accurately 
wrote of this difeafe, teftifies, that (by as ftrict a 
fcrutiny as he could make from the relations of 
other people) he learned that this difeafe firft be- 
came known in the weft of England, about thirty 
years before he wrote his treatife upon it. But as a 
fecond edition of this work came out in the year 
1650, and the firft was publifhed much earlier, the 
learned Floyer * inferred, that this difeafe had firft 
appeared in England, about the year 1620. Giiffon 
teftifies,T that this difeafe afterwards fpread all over 

the 


* dvxponcla, or the hiftory of the Cold Bathing, p. 77. 
T De Rachitide, p. 3, & feq. 
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she fouthern’ and weitern parts of E neland ; but. 
this difeafe occurred very^ rarely’ in the northern 
counties, fo that it is fcarcely yet known in thofe 
places by the common people. : 

This difeafe was in England named ‘the rickets v 
but it is uncertain who firft gave it that” name, or 
upon what occafion ; whether through any certain 
cafe, or advice, it was fo called. es ( 

cor Ts very likely, as the backbone is by this 
difeafe, at leaft in an advanced ftate, greatly injured, 
that it was fuppoted to: bea diforder of the back 
bone; (ev tis bz9xeos; and, as'the Greek phyficians: 
exprefied the difeafe and pain’ of the fides aepow 
Moor xal moror in One word areupiris, fo in like man- 
ner this difeafe was called fxs; in which the 
back-bone is fo miferably deformed, and which, in 
the very beginning of the difeafe, aufually by degrees’ 
Jofes its natural ftrength, whereby the ^ fhould: 
be fuftained, particularly i in an erect pofition. This 
name feems properly applied, becaufe it compre- 
hended fome femarkabie ftate of the dieafe, and: 
was fufficiently different, from the names of other 
fymptoms and difeafes, was alfo ealy of pronunci- ' 
ation, and readily retained in memory. But it ig 
eafily conceived how the Greek word Pens, by 
the error of a common pronunciation might be 
changed into the word rickets, which name. is to 
this day incommon vie in I:ngland to denote this. 

dileate. | 

After the rickets had fixed its feat in moft of the 
other parts of Europe, where the Enolith language 
was not natural to the inhabitants, they called © it 
after the country they thought it firft ap ppéared in$ 
and thus, for the moft part, it was called the E.nelifh 
dileafe." Some chofe another name for it, from cer- 
tain fymptoms which aré’ Obvious ‘in it.’ "YHhus, as 
the joints are greatly enlarged, the Germans called 
We’ 4rhiculos duplicatos ; the French enfanis mouex; 
from whence others have alfo divided the "idis into 
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perfect and imperfeé?. As long as the epiphyfes of 
the bones are only fwelled about the joints; and the 
patient can {till walk, it is called the “imperfect 
rickets. But when the patient’s motion in walking 
becomes more flow, and lefs firm, fo that he eafily 
totters or falls, whence he perpetually defires to. fit 
orlie down, it is called the perfec? rickets. I have 
often had children brought to me to be cured, fup- 
pofed‘by their mothers to have been troubled with 
a great liver, when they manifeftly had the rickets. 
We fhall hereafter fee that in this’ difeafe the liver 
is found of a vaft fize, though no other diforder can 
be difcerned in this vifcus after death. The above 
may fuffice concerning the various names of the dif; 
caíe. A qu 

Glifon, who, with feven other phyficians of Lon- 
don, carefully examined this difeafe, having held a 
con{ultation with them concerning the origin and 

nature of it, together with its diagnoftic and 
| prognoftic figns, ahd maturely weighed their diffe- 
rent opinions, concluded the rickets to be a new 
difeafe; for when he compared the difeafes incident 
to childrén, hitherto defcribed, together with the 
rickets, li& could find none that exactly agreed 
with this diftemper then fpreading in England. But 

even this noyelty of the uncommon diftemper im- 
pelled thofe famous phyficians to fearch out the na- 
ture of the difeafe with ‘united abilities, that they 
might more happily difcover the beft method of cus 
ring it. Hehce they áffiduoufly and faithfully con- 
fidered and deicribed the collected figns of the be- 
pinning’ and increafe of the difeafe, how, and by 
what fymptoms it changed into health, death, ot 
other difeafes; they remarked all the appearances 
found in bodies of children that had died of this dif- 
eafe ; and from all thefe circumftances deduced the 
/^turatiye indications. Jd Rua. ox 

ue xa Thes 
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Three out of thefe eight phyficians, viz. Gijon, 
Bates, and Regemorter, were appointed to arrange 
thofe matters which had been approved of by 
the common fuffrages of the reft, and then commit 
them to print. But left that a diverfity of ftile 


* fhould be the confequence, when thofe three ha- 


ving divided the tafk, fhould fet to writing the trea- 
tife, thefe famous men changed their minds, and 
left Gliffon alone to {pin out the firft threads of it. 
He undertook this tafk upon condition, that the 
other two fhould hold a conference, and form a 
judgment of his work according to their own obfer- 
vations.. | 

Thus a regular method, together with a fair ex- 
ample, is fhewn, for examining a new difeafe, as alfo 
how profitable fuch concord may prove to human 
kind, when honeft phyficians, without fcholaftic dif- 
putes or envy, tend to one general object, namely, 
the public utility. All phyficians agreed not in point - 
of the novelty of the difeale ; fome were of opinion, 
that it was known by the antients, but defcribed 
under another name, and afterwards called the rickets 
by Giiffon. Upon another occafion, in Sect. 1279, 
where the hiftory of the fmall-pox was treated of, 
I have remarked, that I always felected what I 
thought would be hereafter moft profitable for cu- 
ring of difeafes, from thofe antient and modern phy- 
ficians and authors I read. I arranged thefe col- 
lections in my minute book, in fuch a manner, that 
I could find whatever I had read or obferved, con- 
cerning any certain difeafe, almoft at the firft view. 
Upon examining what I had collected about the rick- 
ets, I faw that 1 had tranfcribed nothing concerning 
this difeafe from the antients : from whence it will be, 


at leaft, lawful for me to conclude, that the rickets 


is not altogether fo obvioufly defcribed in the wri- 
tings of the antient phyficians as to be readily res 


marked by every one. 
| IT A very 
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A very learned phyfician * endeavours’ to’ confirm 
the antiquity of this difeafe by many arguments, 
which take up a whole chapter, in which are col- 
lected thofe arguments which particularly impugn 
the novelty of the rickets, and which certainly merit 
the reader’s attention. p | | 
He will have it that all the fymptoms, at leaft 
the principal ones, of this difeafe were enumerated, 
either feparately or united, by the antients : but cer- 
tainly the united fymptoms define the difeafe. "They 
may be feparately in other men, and ftill the defined 
difeafe may not be in them. For a concourfe of the 
fymptoms of the difeafe are required to determine a 
difeafe, and not one or two only. | 
' ] particularly wondered, that the famous Zeviani T 
believed, that the other phyficians, who together 
with Gliffom laboured in perfecting the treatife of 
the rickets, did not think the rickets a new difeafe, 
‘and therefore would not fubfcribe their names to 
the work, unlefs they firft fhewed’ themfelves to be 
of a contrary opinion to Giiffon’s, becaufe this mat- 
‘ter was far more intricate than he indeed thought it. 
But in the notes, the preface. which is prefixed to 
this little work is quoted. I have read this preface 
over and over, but could difcover no difference of 
opinion amongft the eight phyficians. Thus the 
error feems to have arofe from inaccuracy. 

The fame author I afterwards endeavours ta 
prove, that Glifon has contradicted himfelf. But if 
the places quoted be attentively read, it will appear, 
that he only much wonders that he could not find 
himfelf to be the firft author of the name given it. 
Certainly it is not unufual to,give a name to an un- 
known difeafe, in thofe places it firft appears in, 
which it afterwards retains when: it has fpread itfelf 
£o other places. It feems very probable, that this 
à lido ded MO "e : name 

*. Zeviani della cura di Bambini attaccati dalla Rachitide 
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name was given it by the common people, as nobody 
before GZffom, according to my knowledge, had 
wrote on this difeate ; neither is it very certain, that 
an author could be found for a narne given it thirty 
years back ; or yet any patient to whom the firft 
name of it could be fuited.: -Gliffon * himfelf gives 
the reafon of this. Sari cendi Populus, uomen morbi 
nactus, quaft re gnaviter gafta,. acquiefeit, neque ulte- 
vius fe follicitum vult de nominis autore, aut re ipfa 
** The people having. obtained. a name, in fome 
** meafure a pertinent one,» for the difedfe, acqui- 
* efced, and fo it remained, neither were they fol- 
*« Jicitous about the author's namé, or the matter 
* itfelf.” To prove a‘greater antiquity of this dif- 
eafe, it ought to be demonftrated, thatthe word 
rickets) was ufed in England before the time that 


“a 


the diforder was heard of there, or at-leaft:a reafon - 
Íhould: be. given why a: difeafe,. fo ‘long known, 
fhould have a new and unum name given it ees the 


common people. | 
Butrwhen the rickets Lis sdilcn poten in Gier 


countries,.-a new name was: in like manner'given it, 
‘either from the name of the country 1t firít appeared 


in, or elfe from fome other manifeft isi dn of 
the difeafe; as was a little:before faid.^ 
After; thé» rickets began to. be ati fia in ide 


don; the phyficians there: doubted not ofthe. no- 


velty of the unufual evil but they; in’ conjunction 


-with Giiffon, took upon them the tafk of fearching 


out. the nature of this! new difeafe: hence they 
judged not by hear-fay»of others, but faw the whole 


-courfe-of the difeafe with their own eyes, attentively 


examined the bodies of thofe who died of this dif- 


-eafe, and thofe changes which they had manifeftly dif- 
i rosée during the time of the illnefs, and as they 


x 


had not before obferved all thefe in any other dif- 


Ms they concluded, that this muft be a new one; 


EI and, 
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and; as they propofed to write a hiftory of it, they 
meritorioufly fought the firft place of its appearance, 
and what name it bore there. They candidly con- 
fefs to have collected thefe particulars from the re- 
lations of others, but were ocular, fufficient, and at- 
tentive witneffes of the reft. 

Zeviani * alledges, that Sydenbam, + of great au- 
thority in the practice of phyfic, has confounded 
the rickets with the atrophy of children, which hap- 
pens after autumnal fevers, continual as well as 
intermitting ones, and even cured it with the fame 
remedies : for the bellies of infants appear inflated, 
Íwelled, and hard, after long autumnal fevers, and 
frequently a cough with other confumptive fymp- 
toms attend: but he immediately adds, that thete 
Rachitidem plane mentiantur : ** may plainly refemble 
* the rickets.” He treated this difeafe in children 
by gentle purges, many days repeated; and then 
ordered the abdomen to be rubbed with fome pene- 
trating ointment. But as the abdomen of ricketty 
children often fwells, and that diíeafe fometimes 
terminates in an hectic; the reafon appears of the 
fimilitude between thefe two difeafes, though they 
are very, different from each other. Sydenham adds, 
that he cured many infants even labouring under 
the real rickets in the fame manner. Nobody doubts, 
that purges after long autumnal fevers are proper, 
if prudently applied, and the infarcted abdomen 
fwells : but in the rickets, when there is not always 
fuch a quantity of dregs in the firft paffages, but 
the liver fwells, the inteftines are inflated, and the 
abdomen of courfe becomes tumid, they who la- 
bour under this difeafe have far lefs need of pur- 
ging. Let us hear Sydenbam himfelf [ in another 
place advifing as follows: Quoad Rachitidem boc no- 
tandum, quod in tumoribus ifiis, qui ventres infantium 
pot longas. intermittentes febres. olim. infejearent, vere 

Rachitidi- 
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Rachitidi non multum abludentes, repetita catbarfis 
omnino videretur indicari , cum ante ufum. corticis Pe- 
ruviani ifle febres in diuturnitatem longam fe extende- 
rent, ac proinde fedimentum deponerent, hujufmodi tu- 
morum caufam, que ideo non mifi purgatione repetita 
aligi poterat. — Attamen in Rachitide Vera catbartica 
locum non babent, mifi ut femel vel bis utplurimum 
eger purgandus, antequam ufum. alterantium aggredi- 
atur, Cc. Denique boc, quod innui, diligenter adver- 
tendum volo, cum non paucos infantes atque pueros & 
catharticis [epe repetitis (que forte tumor ventris in- 
vitaverat) interemptos fuiffe fatis fciam : ** With re- 
* {pect to the rickets, this is to be remarked, that 
«© in thofe tumours which formerly infefted the bel- > 
« lies of infants after long intermitting fevers, which 
«* bear no great diffimilitude to the real Rachitis, 
& repeated purging feems abfolutely indicated ; as 
& thefe fevers lafted a long while before the Peru- 
€ vian bark came into ufe, and for that reafon de- 
« pofited a fediment which caufed this tumour ; 
& which therefore could not be expelled unlefs by 
«* repeated purgation. But cathartics are improper 
€ in the real rickets, unlefs it be once, or twice at 
« the moft, that the patient is purged before the 
€ ufe of alterative remedies, &c. Finally, I am 
* willing, that what I have diligently collected to- 
* gether fhould be known, as 1 well know, that. 
€ not a few infants and children have often been 
é killed by repeated cathartics, (the ufe of which 
« a {welling of the belly had perhaps feemed to 
« indicate.") | 

It is evident from the above, that Sydenbam has 
not confounded the rickets with the decay of in- 
fants in confequence of long autumnal fevers ; nei- 
ther did he cure both thefe difeafes by the fame 
method, though they may appear to have fomething 
jn common with each other; namely, the fwelling 
‘of the abdomen, and tha: both fometimes terminate 


jn a confumption, 


^ 
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But that no doubt t may, remain, the following paf- 
fages are to be attended to : Sydenlam had wrote a 
compendium of the practice ‘of phyfic, with his owh 


hand, for the ufe of his fon, a doctor of phyfic, and. 


out of his | iumanity alfo gave it to be ufed by a fa- 
mous phyfician, who, that the moft ufeful remarks 
‘of a man f» famous in the medical art fhould not 
‘efcape his treacherous mémory, had about twenty 
copies printed for the ufe of his friends. But as 
that fame treatife was afterwards found amongft 
fome curious mifcellamies, though ufelefs from its tri- 
fling fize;,hé nor only communicated the genuine 
compendi um to his friends, but to the public alio ; 
whence all his works were afterwards annexed to 
this treatife. If now the defcription of the rickers,* 
"which is contained in. this treatife, be compared 
with the ftate of thofe children's bodies in which the 
abdomen has fwelled after long autumual fevers, 
‘it will appear, that a great difference manifettly Oc- 
curs between thefe two ‘difeafes, which’ aré altdge- 
ther different in themfelves. And it appears, | that 
Sydenbam did not recommend the fame  cure' ‘for 
both thefe difeafes; "for there" we thus read,’ Iz 
tumoribus infantum ventres occupantivus, ab £va- 
cuationibüs nimiis procedentibus, anguis LI vifcera 
herbis corroborantibus confortentur, ut in vera Rachi- 
tide, mifi quod axille etiam nireque inangantur, at 
‘non arius: “ ln thofe tumors which occupy the 
«© bellies of infants, proceeding from too great t eva- 
** cuations, the blood and vilcera fhould: be com- 
** forted with corroborative "herbs, "as im ‘the real 
.* rickets, except that both the arm- pits dre to be 
* anointed, but’not the fimtis^* ^ ait 

In as much. ds regards Bootius, T found + that one 
Arnold Bodtius had wrote a treatifé de aff tribas ‘omif- 
Jis; POS, at London, in ae r6£9,, it in izino, 


ut 


eu 
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‘but I found not the rickets, amongft the titles of 
the difeafes he treated of, nor could I find that au- 
thor when T was ‘writing about thefe matters. But as 
‘Gliffon’s Second edition came Out In 1650, it is. cre- 
dible, that this author had {een Gliffen’s firft edition. 
And itis‘ faid, that Bootias’$’ treatife was publifhed 
at Francfort, and Leipfic,. in .1676, together with 
thé four centuries of hiftorical ha medicinal obfer- 
vations, wrote Oy Peter Borelli. But by bad for- 

une ‘Thad’ only’ Boreili’s edition at hand, which 
was publifted “in ‘the’ year 1656, at Paris, in which 
that treatife of Boorius i is not inferted. Pen, this 
teftimony that the rick ets was common in France 
before Gliffon had obferved that. difeafe in England, 
sae" Zeviant.aterts, ^ I leave’ a8 “it “is, as’ we lead 
thus only in the ‘place he. quotes : Morbum non it 
‘Anglia dumtaxat: 9. Hibernia, fed C2 im aliis; quoque 
regionibus, grüffari verifimile oft, Fc. Boot. de affec- 
tibus omifis, Cap. 12. ** That this difeafe is not only 
*« deftructive in England and Ireland, but very like- 
soil S ae ado gas other countries alfo." There is nó . 
mention fiatie Or Ffanct here at teait. |. 

*’But the’ teftimony produced from Boyle + Oar no 
‘means proves, that’ he denied the rickets to’be a 
mew difeáfe; “bit only that he neither affirmed, nor 
"'denied the point; Befides, that famous man was 
not a phyfician, and he fpeaks but in a curfory 
‘manner of^this difeafe, in order to recommend the 
"utility of the flowers of fleel, in the cure of it, of 
"which remedy more will be hereafter faid. 

*— It certainly muft appear wonderful, that the En- 
hh phyficians alone have been aftonifhed at the 
"novelty of this matter, when they perceived the 
Fickets, which they certainly examined not in a neg- 
ligent manner, whilft fome amongft the Germah 
phyficians, boldly afferted, that no new difeafes are 
"bred, but. all the calamities of mankind: 'efé- 


ribs 
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ribus non folum utique innotuiffe, fed jam ante Hippo- 
cratis tempora mortale bominum genus affixife, cre- 
duntur fimul ac demonfirantur, licet aliis atque. diverfis 
nominibus indigitati : * ** not only were known to 
* the antients every where, but are believed, and 
* alfo demonftrated to have afflicted mankind be- 
* fore the days of Hippocrates, though pointed 
* out by other and different names." Indeed I 
have known fome phyficians of that opinion, but 
am ignorant of the demonítration of it; nor do I 
know, that any antient teftimonies have exifted be- 
fore the time of Hippocrates, which have been handed 
down to us, from which it may be proved, that 
all thofe difeafes, which later times have feen, had 
been alfo known by the remoteft antiquity. Where 
I have treated of the fmall-pox, epidemical difeafes, 
and the venereal difeafe, I believe I have brought 
fuch arguments as prove the contrary. 

But when the cibi Boerhaave wrote of this 
difeafe, he did not revive the opinion concerning the 
novelty of the rickets, which is now almoft entirel 
exploded ;+ tho’ many phyficians amongft the i 
and elfewhere believed the fame. It is true indeed, 
that he ftated the rickets to have appeared toward 
the latter end of the fixteenth century ; but I knew 
that to be an error, and have therefore corrected 
it in his text. The reafon was this: as the cen- 
tury is defcribed in numerals, the name of the 
elapfed century remains in the whole courfe of the 
following one, and from hence the error eafily ariíes 
when Arabic figures are defcribed in Roman cha- 
raGters. For I certainly knew, that this excellent 
profeffor was entirely of GZf/oz's opinion concerning 
the epocha of the rickets, nor was defirous of ren- 
dering that time nearer to the origin of the vene- 
real difeafe, as Zeviani [ believed, becaufe; in his 
hiftory of this difeafe, he had remarked, in Sect. 1482, 

that 


* Zeviani de Rachitide, p. 34, in notis. 
T Ibidem, p. 55. 1 Ibidem, p. 36. 
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that it much more infefts thofe children whofe pa- 
rents have been fubje& to the venereal difeafe and 
repeated gonorrheas. But what is noted in Sect. 
. 1488, merits attention, where he defcribes the proxi- 
mate.caufe of tHe rickets, he does not affirm, that 
the venereal-difeafe concurs to the proximate caufe 
of thé rickets, but only propofes the following fen- 
tence by way of a doubt: Latente forte lent labe 
Venerea permifia: ** perhaps mixed with a flight la- 
“© tent venereal virus." We will hereafter fpeak 
Z^ of this matter, and now go on with the 
reft. | 

But this difpute would be immediately fettled, if 
it could be manifefted, that the more antient phy- 
ficians had defcribed this difeafe, though diftinguifhed 
by another name ; and it could be fhewn, that the 
difeafe was attended with thofe fymptoms of the 
rickets, which, by careful obfervations of this dif- 
eaíe made by celebrated phyficians, are defcribed and 
known at prefent, in that order in which they mutually 
enfue in the beginning, increafe, and maturity of the 
diftemper. But, to the beft of my knowledge, fuch 
a demonítration has not been hitherto made. 

The famous phyfician Navier,* in his excellent 
treatife of the morbid foftnefs of the bones, relates 
fuch an inftance concerning an author, a phyfician | 
who wrote about a whole century before the faid 
. epocha of the rickets, and is believed to have de- 
{cribed this difeafe fo exactly, that no doubt cam 
remain but that he knew it, though he called it the 
cachexy, nor gave it any other particular name. 
Sobannes Baptifta Theodofius, a phyfician of Bologna, 
wrote medical epiftles, which his fon Philippus The- 
odofius collected after the death of his father, and 
dedicated to the cardinal de Cefarini, in the nones 
of April, 1541; they came out in March 1554, in 
the city of Bafil. Now in the front of the forty- 

| fecond 
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fecond epiftle + we read thus: Pro puero ex canfri. 
& bumoribus multis malis effectibus laborante Fini lium : 
* Advice for a boy labouring under. a canfrix and 
* many bad humours.? Behold now. a deícription 
of the difeafe : Ejus temperamentum. declinat. ad frigi- 
dum C9 bumidum, ex quo color totius; cutis pallidus 
redditur, ita ut ad cack. xiam Lendere videatur, & 
mult in eo cruditates generentur. Affettus eft debilitas 
virtulis motive, ila ut, cue menfium jam feptendecim 
fii, non poffit ullo modo fe movere, nec flare, C9, cum 
in ulnis a nutrice defertur, vix caput poteft. erecium-te- 
ere. Symptoma aliud. omnium fevifimum eft verte- 
rarum trium in coftis notis ad exteriora declinatie, € 
er modus ‘gibbyfitatis, C9 in modum. arcus. cofte etiam 
sncurvari videntur : “ The temperature of him. de- 
*: clines to cold and humidity, by which .the colour 
* of all the fkin is rendered pale, fo that he feems 
* inclined to a cachexy, and many. crudities are 
* engendered in him. . The complaint isa weak- 
« nels and inability to move, fo. that this child. of 
* feventeen months oid.can in no manner move it- 
« felf nor ftand, and when it 1s carried in the nurfe’s 
* arms, it can fcarcely hold its head. upright. . Ano- 
* thet fymptom, the moft cruel, of. all, is, that 
* three of the vertebres of the true ribs bend out- 
* wardly and form a kind of hump-back, and the 

* ribs appear to be arched in the manner of a bow.” 
If any one compares thefe with the diagnoftic figns 
of the rickets, which are enumerated in Sect. 1485, 
1486, and 1487, he will plainly fee the great diverfity 
there is between them and thefe figns...There is no 
mention made of the fwelling of the abdomen in 
the text; of the protuberance of ‘the. bones at. the 
joints ; neither of the premature fharpnefs of the 
wit, nor of the appetite, and very, good digef- 
‘tion, &c... Moreover the ribs are. faid to be i incur- 
vated in this boy, whereas, in the rickets, the thorax 
becomes, 
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becomes clofely prefs’d to the fides, and the fternum 
rifes to an‘ edge, the extremities of the ribs beng 
Knotty and enlarged. . dat ig 
" Nobody ever doubted, that the more antient ply- 
ficians have obferved both cachectic, crooked-back d, 
and weakly children; but it has not been yet demon- 
ftrated, that they knew the difeafe at prefent called 
the rickets.. But as many more contentions deem to 
be marfhalled up in regard to the novelty of this aif 
eafe, it may be lawful for me to follow this opinion 
until I am ‘convinced by better and more certain 


proofs, - 


DROIT MCOCELXLAAI: 


*' HIS difeafe is never born with infarts, 
mE. and rarely bred in them before the 
ninth month of their age, hardly ever after” 
the fecond year of life, but frequently hap- 
pens in that intermediate fpace of time. | 


The rickets very feldom or never is born with a 
child, nor do I remember to have ever feen a. new- 
born infant which already laboured under this dii- 
eafe: for though the vices of the parents, as willbe 
mentioned by and by, might have begot fuch a aif- 
fition of body in their children, as might hive 
rendered them liable to be attacked by this difejfe, 
yet it but very rarely happens, that the rickets 
breaks. out into aétion before the birth of ‘he 
foetus; Whence GZffo] has wrote the follow- 
ing account: + Teflatur aliquis noftrum, fe femel, 
(9 femel. tautum, vidiffe puerum recens natum boc 
morbo afflicium. Atque in eo [pina dorft, C9. collim, 
adeo debilia, ut nulla ratione valuerint grandiufcdum 
| : dd epu 
+ Gliffonius de Rachitidie, Cap. XV. p. 1725. | 
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caput fuftinere. Obiit hic intra tres menfes pofl par- 
ium. Quibus patet eum gravifime fuiffe affecium: 
* One amongft us teftifies, that he once, and only 
** once, has feen a new-born child affected with this 
* difeafe; and that his back-bone and neck were 
* fo very weak, that his head, larger than natu- 
«ral, could at no rate be fuftained. He died 
* in three monhs after his birth, during which 
* time it appears that he was grievoufly affected." 
And where he afterwards treats * of the prognoftic 
figns of the rickets, he has abfolutely ftated as 
follows: Morbus bic proprie nativus, five qui ante 
partum invadit, periculofifimus eft, &2 rarifime, fi un- 
quam, 1n fanitatem terminatur. Quo citius a. partu, 
boc eff, quo juniores, bic morbus invadit, eo ceteris 
paribus periculofior eft tanto enim debiliores funt vires. 
Similiter etate grandiores junioribus, pedibus incedentes 
mou incedentibus, facilius curantur: ** This difeafe 
* properly native, or if it invades the patient be- 
* fore his birth, is dangerous and very feldom, 
if ever, cured. The fooner it happens after 
** birth, and the younger the child whom the dif- 
** eafe attacks, caeteris paribus, it is the more dan- 
* yerous, for the vital powers are more weak. In 
* üke manner, older children are more eafily cured 
* chan younger ones, and children that can walk 
«¢ than fuch as are unable to walk.” 

[t is ftated in a pofthumous work of the cele- 
brited du Verney,+ that the difeafe of the rickets, 
foi the moft part, makes its attack in the fifth or 
fixh month of the patient's age ; nor can it indeed 
bedenied, that traces of the beginning difeafe have 
fonetimes been obferved at that time; but the dif- 
eae for the moft part begins later, as will be fhewn 
in Seét. 1486. This difeaíe very frequently attacks 
chldren after they begin to walk; and the firft 
| fign 

*Gliffonius de Rachitide, Cap. XXHT pe 285. 
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fign of it is commonly reckoned an inaptitude to 
motion, and a tottering gait; at length they are by 
he increafe of the diforder much weakened, and 
obliged to lie down continually. If no fiens of the 
rickets declare themfelves before the fecond year of 
life, the child has for the moft part efcaped the 
danger of this difeafe ; and the bones are then be- 
come fo folid, that they can fuftain the weight of 
the body without being eafily incurvated. It hap- 

ns, that infants at this age are very active, and 
almoft in perpetual motion, unlefs ftrictly watched, 
whereby they attain more firmnefs and ftrength of 
of body. Whence alío toffing, fhaking, carrying, 
fwinging, and friction, are recommended for the 
cure of this difeafe, until children can move their bo- 
dies themfelves ; which will be treated of in Sect. 
1489. 


S-E-C ‘Fe MCOCCCBEXXXIL 


UT this difeafe is chiefly accounted 
 moft fatal to children whofe parents 
dre of a lax, weak, conftitution of body, are 
indolent, delicate, live luxurioufly, are fond 
of rich or fat meats, and confectionary, who 
eat little bread, drink fweet wines, and much 
warm water, who have been exhaufled by 
chronic difeafes, age, venery, and particularly 
if infected by the venereal difeafe, and weak- 
ened by repeated gonorrheas, for fuch gene- 
rally afford no other than decayed feed in the 
getting of their children, — - 


When the phyficians very carefully examined all 
the circumftances which preceded this difeafe, Bas 
they might difcover the caufe of it, they obferve 
that thofe children particularly became ricketty whofe 


parents 
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parents were of a weak conftitution, who led thi 
lives in an eafy, indolent, languid manner, and w 


were incited by the daily ! famptuoufnefs of a fplen-. 


did table to eat more than was fufficient ; whence. 
Gliffon * fays, Morbum bunc potifi mun infeftare gers 
neroforum cunas, prefertim eorum, qui molliter vuivunt, 
deinde eorum, qui Jedentariam SF fecuram vitam agunt : a 
Minime omnium cunas eorum, qui mediocris Junt fer-. 
Hte EF qui laboribus dfueis funt: © That this dif- 
* eafe chiefly infefts the cradles of the rich, efpeci- 
* ally of thofe who indolently live at eafe ;, 2h next, 
« thofe of fuch as lead a fedentary inactive ned 
* but leaft of all, the cradles of thofe who are of 
* middling Rond and are accuftomed to labour, 
e DE which they muft provide for themfelves and fa-. 
& milies." For the children of the lower clafs of 
people are oftenett affected with the rickets, when 
they, together with the parents, are through want 
obliged to ufe food unfit for them, and alfo as they 
generally dwell in little, cold, humid huts, not tho- 
roughly defended from the inclemency of the ‘air,’ 
which is highly injurious in this difeafe, as will be 
hereafter Ve a 
Many of the nobility and gentry, by d accuf-. 
tomed to hunting, riding, tennis-playing, and other 
exercifes of the body, remain free from this difeafe; 
which ufually proceeds from conftant high living; but 
all the parts are weakened in the fair fex, princi- 
pally from fuch a kind of life, who aifo ufually i in- 
dulge themíelves with more fleep, and lead fedens 
tary inactive lives. The wife Lycurgus, as I have 
remarked upon a PEAK occafion, in Sect, 1291,. ha- 
ving the care of a future progeny at heart, come 
siidnded that, corpora virginum, curfu, lattes" difto- 
rum €3 telerum jaéiu, exercerentur, ut €9 fetus radix, 
velidum in valentibus exordinin ‘fumens, germinare 
melius: ** the bodies of virgins fhould be’ crite 
$ by running, wreftling, throwing of quoits, and 
He launces: 
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** Jaunces, that the rudiments of the foetus, taking a 
.* ftrong beginning in a healthy mother, might 
B branch out the better in thefe very ftrong and 
** healthy ladies.” Thus he was careful, that foft 
delicate women, though married to robuft itrong 
men, fhould not bring forth weak and diíeafed chil- 
dren. | | 
Confectionary.] It may be at leaft doubted whe- 
ther fugar is fo injurious to health, as certain períons 
think. The celebrated Beerbaave * thus {peaks of | 
that admirable fubftance, whofe likenefs can hardly 
be found. Saccharum in corpore bumamo, naturali 
latice dilutum, lixivium prebet faponaceum, quod oleofa, 
vifcofa, vi vite adjuvante, difoloit , binc pituitain 
nunquam generat, fed diffolvit, nec bilem auget, aut in 
iam convertitur, fed aperit, attenuat, dividit. Inte- 
rim tamen, olea mimis folvendo, macilentiam inducere 
poteft y, ut C9. attenuatione mimia debilitatem producat, 
© laxitatem nimiam. | Quare €9. Racbiticis C9. fcorba- 
ticis nocuiffe vifum: ** Sugar diluted by the natural 
* juices of the human body forms a kind of foapy 
_  Jye, which diffolves oily vifcous matter by the aí- 
** fiftance of the vital powers; hence it never gene- 
<< rates phlegm, but diffolves it; nor does it aug- 
* ment the bile, neither is it converted into it, but 
* opens, attenuates, and incides. Yet its oily qua- 
* lity may, by overloofening the parts, cauíe a lean- 
** nefs of body; and alío by its attenuant proper- 
* ty it may bring on too great a weak nels, and 
* too great a relaxation ; ; wherefore it has been ob- 
* ferved to prove injurious both to the ricketty and 
* {corbutic.” He a little before had faid, Sine 
culpa male audit Saccharum quafi noceret bominuin fa- 
Juti, cum nunquam boc probatum fuerit : ** that he 
.** wrongly heard that fugar was injurious to the 
** health of men, but that it had never been proved. 
lftoo greata quantity of it be taken, it perhaps 
Mor. XVII. Gg may 
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may be blamed for its great folvent property. I re- 
member to have read of Bernard Coffer, * a famous — 
counfelior in Holland, who led a fedentary life, yet 
lived" very foberly ; but loved to have his meat 
and drink fo much fweetened, that he alone took as 
much fugar as was fufficient for five or fix other 
men; yet he never felt any naufeas, or any bilious 
eructations from thence; neither was he fubjec&t to 
any difeafes whilft he lived, but having paffed the 
age of ninety years, exhaufted by old age rather 
than any difeafe, was found dead in his bed. In 
another author many examples are related of meri 
who ufed great quantities of fugar and honey, T and 
yet lived to a great age. | 

A fond mother archly fmiled at a morofe phyfi- 
cian who had prefcribed a fmall mixture, among the 
other articles of which was one ounce of fyrup, 
and at the fame time ordered her, with a ftern and — 
grave countenance, not to give the leaft particle of | 
fugar to the patient her fon, if fhe was defirous of | 
preferving his life. The phyfician had forgot that 
all the fyrups in the apothecaries fhops contain two 
third parts of fugar. © © s | | 
- "Health is much more evidently perceived to have 
been injured in thofe perfons who weaken their bodies 
with perpetual drinking of aqueous liquors; fuch is 
the very bad cuftom which prevails amongft the Dutch, . 
who indulge themfelvesiin a fedentary life, and all 
day long ufe thofe Afiatic drinks, made of the ber- 
ries of .coffee, or leaves of tea. I have feen fuch, 
who for the year round drank neither cold water, 
beer, or wine, efpecially when Bontekoe, a famous 
phyfician formerly in “Holland, and his followers, 
had filled all perfons there with a ‘notion, that no 
remedy could be more ufeful for difeafes, or could 
more effectually preferve health, than a copious ule 
of thefe warm drinks, by which the humours of the 
i : EO ne SS. "body 
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. body are rendered extremely fluid, fo that they 
may be freely moved through all the vefiels. Hence 
the chlorofis, abortions, the fluór albus, and bad la- 
bours in women are fo frequent, and often baffle the 
fkillof the phyfician, when thefe women, -hardly 
cured, afrefh indulge themfelves with thefe warm 
drinks, and fo frequently fuffer a relapfe. But as fugar 
has falfely acquired an ill character in the notions of 
many perfons, I have known feveral who entirely 
abftain from it, or at leaft ufe it but very {pa- 
nngly. . P 
Exhaufted by chronic difeafes, venery, age.] No- 
body doubts that fuch parents beget weak, morbid, 
and languid children. Hence amongft the figns of — 
perfect health are reckoned f the being born of 
found robuft parents, who are of full age, and rarely 
but fervently ufe venery. Lycurgus, who fortified 
the bodies of virgins before they were fuffered to 
cohabit with men, ordered, that the new-married 
people fhould -not live together, but privately, and 
as it were by ftealth only, creep into one another’s 
embraces, fo that the act of venery might be more 
rare and fervid. Such care did he take to procure a 
robuft and warlike pofterity. It plainly appears 
what kind of a child 1s to be expected from decre- 
pid parents, and alfo from thofe who in the vigour 
of their age, exhaufted by a libidinous and de- 
praved kind of life, enter into the married ftate, ai- 
ready old and impotent before they have arrived to 
the age of thirty years, and fhamefully deceive the 
beauteous virgins they are wedded to. —— : 
Particularly by the venereal difeafe.] The hiftory 
of the venereal difeafe, which is at large difplayed 
in the preceding chapter, has taught us what a mul- | 
tiplicity of diforders happen from this filthy difeafe 
to the genital parts of both fexes. Now if it be 
confidered, that the genital humour is wathed by the 
; '"G'g* QUENDAM 
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filthy venereal virus, and that.a part of the c | 
gion is attracted by and mixed with it, it will be | 
eafy to underftand what kind of a progeny muft be » 
expected by the republic from fuch parents. It is 
certain, that infants come often infected with the 

venereal difeafe from their mothers’ wombs, Thefe 
~ infants, when delivered to their nurfes, infect thefe 
wretches, and they their hufbands ; many inftances 
of which misfortune have been already recited. 
But whether fuch infants are fooner or worfe af- 
fe&ed by the rickets than others, is not yet tho- 
roughly afcertained ; for the rickets, as will h reafter 
appear, js a different difeate from the pox; it is 
alo more eafily cured, and requires quite a diffe- 
rent method of cure: befides, infants are born with 
the venereal difeafe, but not with the rickets, which 
never or very feldom begins at their birth, but ufu- 
ally manifefts itfelf at fome particular time after- 
wards. I do not doubt but that the rickets. may 
fucceed a congenial Lues; but I am certain, that 
infants though born perfe&ly healthy have been | 
feized with the rickets, although no trace of the ve- - 
nereal difeafe had ever appeared in their bodies, nor 
any figns of a former precedent Lues could be difco- 
vered in their parents. | | 

Thus, fince it is evident that the venereal difeafe: 
and frequent gonorrheas fometimes fo weaken the 
organs of generation, that the wretches become al- 
moft incapable of begetting children, it feems that 
it may be concluded, but it is in no manner certain, 
that the origin of the rickets may alío be derived 
from thence: befides, the venereal difeafe is, by a 
whole century, more antient than the rickets. It may. 
perhaps be true, that the vices of the parents men- 
tioned in this fection may pre-difpofe the infant 
to fall into the rickets even from flight caufes, 
which thofe endowed with firmer bodies are rapenig 
of vanquifhing by their.own ftrength. 
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.. But how much the laxative, weak, and mucofe 
| "difpofition of the mother's body may make that of 
‘the child tend to the rickets, may be learned from 
the following obfervations. * A. celebrated au- 
thor treating + of the fimple fluor albus, un- 
mixed with any venereal acrimony, &c. fuch as 
fo often occurs in lax, delicate, inactive women, 
who alfo feed, upon rich diet, fays, that, fuch 
women, if not entirely cured before marriage, will 
eafily mifcarry if they fhould conceive. When abortion 
is guarded againft by a proper treatment, that the 
fcetus may come to maturity, he has remarked as 
follows: ales autem famine pariunt plerumque in- 
fantes craffos, pingues, robuftos, {SF bi tales manent per 
plures menfes; poflea vero emaciantur, laffi fiunt €9 
membra pendula gerunt, tandem fubfequitur peffima 
Rachitis, que raro buc ufque fanari potuit: * But 
|. fuch women generally bear chubby, fat, and ro- 
** buft children, and thefe remain fuch for many 
** months, but afterwards become emaciated, re- 
** Jaxed, and their limbs hang pendulous ; at length 
* a rickets of the worft kind follows, which as yet 
** can but rarely be cured.” 


SXR-C€ T. MCOCCLXXXIH. 
| UT if the nurfe is likewife affected by 


the fame evils, the difeafe is the more 
increafed in the child, as he grows too haftily 
in bulk. 


As new-born infants almoft live by the milk 
alone fucked from the breaíts, it plainly appears, 
that if a nurfe in whom fuch defects occur, as 

Gig 3 have 


* Anton. Storck Ann. Medic. fecund, p. 21 5 
T lbicém, p. 211. 


E 


“4 e "The R:cEkETSs. ‘Sect: 1484. Y. 


have been enumerated in the preceding fection, af- 


fords nourifhment to the infant; then this nurfe 1 


fhould be changed, that a ftop may be put to the - 


invading difeafe. But though I always advife mo- 
thers to fuckle their own children if they are 


healthy women, yet in this cafe I would prefer - 


the milk of another found robuft woman to that of 


the mother, if fhe leads an inactive luxurious dfe, . 


is weak of body, and alfo totally difturbed in mind 
from any flight eaufe. The rickets ofteneft invades 


the children of the rich ; hence a fkilful and pru- 


dent phyfician can chufe the beft from amongft 
many others who offer: which fubject has been men- 


tioned in the chapter of the difeafes of infants. But. 


as the rickets ufually attacks children later; it is 


often time to wean it before the commencing dif- . 


eafe makes a great progrefs; for it goes on but 
flowly, and is not fo foon known in the beginning 
by the-common people at leaft. 


- 


*c^ 


jT 0 


i 


Sea. 1494. The R1 CKETS ASS 
SECT. MCCCCLXXXIV. 


(HIEFLY if the child is kept too cool 

and wet; if it is fed with watery, 
mucilaginous, unripe fruit, fifh, unfermented, 
mealy, and fugared aliments ; if it has a long 
time laboured under an autumnal intermitting 
fever, a chronic, or acute difeafe ; if it has 
been ill cured of any fort of fcurf, ulcers, 
. $t. Anthony's fire, or the itch, or the fame 
have been improperly fuppreffed ; if it has 
been enervated by warm bathing, fomenta- 
tions, liniments, ointments, or moift vapours ; 
if it is continually kept fitting {till in ah open- 
bottomed chair with the lower parts of its 
body naked. 


. The circumftances which are often obferved to pre- 
cede the commencement of the rickets, and which 
remarkably augment that difeafe when prefent, are 

now to be confidered. — ' fe fs j 
. 1f kept too cool and wet.] Over-moift air loofens, 
diffolves, and weakens the fibres; fuch air affects 
- the lungs on account of their perpetual refpiration ; 
it retains, increafes, and accumulates the ferum_ of 
‘the lungs, and. prevents their perfpiration.* But 
“as the aerial cellules of the lungs would, if unra- 
velled, by far exceed the whole fuperficies of the 
body in extenfion ; hence the perfpiration by the 
lungs is exceffively great. "Now if cold fhould be 
joined to a moift air, a ferous defluxion is to be 
feared both in the lungs and in the cavities of the 
.fhorax ; as has more fully been faid in the chapter 
G g 4 wherein 


* H. Boerhaave Inflit, Medic. Set. 748. 
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wherein the dropfy of the breaft was treated of. 
This feems to be one of thofe caufes why diforders of 
the breaft fo often accompany the rickets. 

Whence it alfo happens, that this difeafe not only 
attacks the cradles of gentlemen, but alfo vifits the 
hovels of the laborious poor, who, through want, 
cannot warm their rooms, nor keep their infants’ 
clouts properly dried. Now if thefe wretches are 
obliged to live in moift, damp places, an increafe 
of the complaints muft enfue. It will hereafter, 
where the cure of this difeafe will be treated of, 
appear how ferviceable a dry and warm air 1s; for 
if heat be conjoined with humidity, every thing foon 
tends to putrefaction, and threatens almoft certain 
deftruétion. | | 

If fed with watery, mucilaginous, unripe fruit, 
er. [Por all thefe relax, debilitate, weaken, and 
in the end enervate the action of the organs of di- 
cefüon. t fpontaneoufly appears, that fuch per- 
nicious food can only take place in more adult chil- 
dren, às the nurfe's milk is fufficient for the younger. 
Some poor women indeed ulually give a pap of 
flour and milk now and then to their fucking chil- 
dren} particularly to fuch as are almoft ftarved, and 
even eram the poor creatures fometimes, trying to 
appeafe every cry of the infant by offering it a 
fpoonful of this pap; but as the clammy nature of 
- the foar is not thinned by a previous fermentation, 
as in making of bread, the whole abdomen foon 
becomes infarcted with a glutinous matter, and fwells ; 
(o that the infants miferably languifh. The ufe of 
fifh is therefore particularly condemned, becaufe that 
it follows its own nature in weak habits, and eafily 
erows putrid: befides, there is in many kinds of fifh 
à quantity of oil, which being eafiy rendered acrid 
and rancid, may prove remarkably injurious. 

The ufe of fugar was mentioned in Sect. 1482, 
yet Glifon * has thus remarked : Od/ervatum eft, 

bec 


* De Rachitide, Cap. XXI. p. 272. 
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boc morbo. laborantes dulcia, ut fyrupos, tum  bellaria 
multoque faccharo aut melle condita, que aliis pueris 
in delitiis efle folent, averfari: ‘* It has been ob- 
.« ferved, that children who labour under this dif- 
« eafe deteft all {weet things, fuch as fyrups and 
Íweatmeats made up with much honey or fugar, 
* of which other children are ufually ío fond." He 
feems to doubt whether thefe perhaps may not be 
offenfive to them, becaufe they thicken the hu- 
mours. An highly faturated folution of fugar, 
namely, fyrup, has a glutinous fubftance in it; but 
if a fourth part only of water be added to the fyrup, 
it immediately runs, and lofes its viícofity : thus 
fugar, as was before faid, diffolves and attenuates, 
but thickens not. | e 

If the child has laboured under an intermitting 
autumnal fever, &c.] That fuch diforders by de- 
 bilitating the bodies of infants may pre-difpofe 
them to the rickets feems very probable ; and it even 
feems that this has induced phyficians not to believe 
-that the rickets was a new difeafe, but that it had 
always infefted mankind, though under another 
‘name; as the abdomen in young children was ob- 
ferved to fwell after long fevers, and chronic dif- 
eafes, and the fame is alfo likewife cuftomary in rick- 
etty children. | 

But I have by many circumftances endeavoured 
.to demonítrate, in Sect. 1480, that Sydenbam, that 
moft excellent judge in diftinguifhing difeafes, has 
fet a wide difference between a tumour of the belly, 
which ufually follows long fevers in young children, 
and that which accompanies the rickets ; for he thus 
|». Ápeaks of this matter ; * OZfervatu non indignum. eft, 
quod, cum febres autumnales teneram aetatem. diu. cru- 
ciarint, nulla [pes fit eafdem abigendi, donec abdominis 
regio, circa lienem precipue, indurari aique tumefieri 
occeperit , iisdem. enim gradibus, quibus boc fymptoma 
fupervenerit, febris etiam fugam meditatur. T. 
: oríe 
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forte ex meliori prognoftico aliquo morbum bunc brevi 


abiturum dixeris, quam fi [edula. obfervatione fuboriri _ 
boc fymptoma perfpexeris: “ It is worth obferving, . 
€c 


that when children have been long afflicted with 
* autumnal intermittents, there is no hopes of van- 
“© quifhing the difeafe till the abdomen, efpecially 
* that part of it near the fpleen, {wells and grows 
* hard, the diftemper abating in the fame degree, 
* as this fymptom manifefts itfelf. Nor can we 
** perhaps more certainly foretell that the. difeafe 
* will go off in a fhort time, than by carefully at- 
* tending to the {welling of the abdomen in chil- 
* dren.” He alfo fays, that when thefe autumnal 


fevers gain a predominancy, thefe tumours then. 


tangentis digitum non aliter feriunt, quam fi materiam 
aliquam continerent in [cbirrum induratam, cum qui 
alis ausis, fimili licet wwe, contingit, tatium ita 
afficit, ceu tenfio tantum foret. bypocbondriorum a fub- 
jectis flatibus : ** appear to the touch as if the vifcera 
* contained matter hardened into a fchirrus, which 
* in other years yield to the touch, as if the hypo- 
* chondria were only diftended by wind." We alío 
read in the abridgment which Sydenbam wrote * for 
the ufe- of his fon, where he enumerates the diag- 
noftic figns of the rickets, ddominis repletio, by- 
pochondriorum tenfio : * a repletion of the abdomen, 
<< a tenfion of the hypochondria.” 

If it has been ill cured of any fort of fcurf, ul- 


cers, St.- Anthony's fire, &c.] In young children - 


the {kin is often corroded by an acrid ferum, and 
the hairy fkin of the head is more frequently thus 
affected, which begins to grow moift, with an 
itching; whence the child continually rubs its head 
againft the bolfter of the bed, or fome other foft 
thing. As in the beginning of fuch a diforder, 
a fourifh and very difagreeable fmell is perceived 
from the humour; hence fome would have fuch 
eruptions of the fkin to be called Acores. The fkin 

after- 

* Sect. I. Cap. V. p. 778. 
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afterwards begins to grow red, and becomes as it 
were granulated, then it is called Herpes miliaris ; 
becaufe the evil fpreads and ftands prominent in the 
fkinlike fo many feeds of millet. Others called it 
Herpes ficofus, becaufe that in a fig when cut open 
fome little round feeds appear like thofe little fwel- 


‘lings in the fkin. The flux of ferous humours is 


then increafed, and foon grows into foetid crufts, 
which fometimes become very thick and are pierced 
with many little holes, which ftill afford a paf- 
fage for the vifcid humours; that begin to adhere 
every where to the fcab, and augment the thick- 
nefs of it: at length the ferous humour, difcharged 
by the fkin, is collected under thefe fcabs, putrifies, 
and corrodes the fkin; and thefe fcabs degenerate 
into deep ulcers, which difcharge a moft foetid acri- 
monious fanies, which deftroys the fkin as moths 
do a garment; whence it is ufually called timea. 1 — 
have upon another occafion, in Sect. 586, faid, that. 

I preferved the bones of a child’s head which were 
eaten quite through by this fanies, and though cleaned, 


exhaled the fame ftench for many months after, 


which feemed intolerable to all who faw this mife- 

Every body knows how difficult the cure of this 
diforder is, when it arrives to fuch a degree that the 
bones of the head already become affected by it, 
and what fatal effects are to be feared if the dif- 
charge of this acrid fanies is imprudently fup- 
prefied. - 

That this is particularly injurious to young chil- 
dren who are inclined to the rickets is teftified by 
Güffon. * Ad bec, quod intempeftivam impetiginis aut 
feabici fuppreffionem fequatur, ut frequenter obferva- 
vimus, quando, rurfus erumpente [cabie, atque pruritu 
excitato, indeque aucio in externis membris calore, 
tales pueros facile reftitutos vidimus: ** As to thefe 
** evils which follow an untimely fuppreffion of the 

«s Mch, 
* De Rachitide, Cap. V. p. 36; 
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. ** itch, ring-worms, or any other cutaheous erup- 
* tions, as I have frequently obferved, when the 
* eruptions break out again, and an itching is 
* caufed, and thereby the heat is increafed in the 
* external parts of the body, we fee fuch children 
** eafily reftored to health." Which he alfo after 
confirms in another place, * where he collects the 
prognoftic figns ; Scabies C9 puftule im cute, pruri- 
iufoe buie morbo fupervenientes, ad curam ejufdem 
multum conferunt : * Scabs and puftules upon the 
* (kin with an itching, in this difeafe, are very 
* conducive to its cure." 

If weakened by warm baths, fomentations, lini- 
ments, ointments, &c.] It will appear from the 
following obfervations, that in the rickets all the 
folid parts of the body are foftened and relaxed, 
without even excepting the very bones, whilft the 
fluids alío degenerate into an unactive, flimy, frigid, 
cacochymy. Now if the things above recited in . 
‘the text are for a long time continued, they render 
,the body of a found infant very flaccid, and weaken 
it, and fo bring on -a difpofition which favours this 
-difeafe, and if this difpofition is already in the body 
they foon increafe it: but it will appear, where the 
cure of this difeafe will be treated of, that remedies 
the reverfe to thefe are profitable, namely, a dry 
and warm air, dry comfortable warm clothing, dry 
frictions, &c. $ d 

If it perpetually fits fill in an open-bottomed 
chair] Nothing can be more injurious to.ricketty 
children, or fuch as are inclined to this difeafe, than 
to be obliged to fit conftantly in {uch open-bot- 
.tomed chairs. This cuftom takes place in many 
places, particularly amongít people in low circum- 
ítances. lt is convenient to the mothers, that 
they may apply themíelves to their domeftic la- 
bours, and take care of the reft of their families ; 
and thus the fouling of a great many clouts is alfo 

p 
* De Rachitide, Cap. XXIII. No. 27. p. 289. 
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prevented. To this end the children are made to 
fit with the lower parts of their bodies naked, in an 
open-bottomed chair which is all round clofed up 
to keep. out the cold from the naked parts. The 
trunk of the body, the head, and upper extremi- 
ties proje& through a hole made in the top of this 
machine, upon which rattles and toys are laid, that 
the child may divert itfelf and remain contentedly. 
fhut up thus for feveral hours, . without hindering its 
mother from doing her bufinefs by its cries. In 
winter-time the child is’ placed with its feet to the 
fire, that it may not grow cold; thus the inferior 
parts of the trunk and lower extremities are perpe- 
tually in a warm air, filled with the vapours that 
exhale from the body of the infant, and its urine 
and excrements accumulated in a receptacle placed 
underneath for that purpofe: moreover, as the rick- 
ets alío in its beginning creates a defire of fitting 
ftill, the children fit quietly almoft the whole day 
long in this machine, and when they are taken 
from thence, a filthy ftench is every where diffufed 
around, which the poor little creatures muft breathe 
in: hence it plainly appears, that all the evils at- 
tending ricketty children are increafed even from 
his. cal alone vs | ien 
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SECT. MCCCCLXXXV. 


HE commencement of this difeafe is 

known in thofe who cannot yet walk : 
aft, By their age. — 2dly, By the precedent 
caufes. 3dly, By the brothers, or fifters being 
affected with the fame diforder. 4thly, By a 
flaccid tumour of the head and face. sthly, 
By the loofenefs of the fkin. 6thly, By the 
{welling of the abdomen. 7thly, By the 
leannefs of all other parts, particularly of the 
mufcles. 8thly, By the protuberance of the 
epiphyfes of the joints of the wrifts, elbows, 
fhoulders, knees, and ankles. gthly, by the 
 largenefs of the jugular arteries and veins, 
while all the others grow lefs conípicuous 
and flat. 


It is neceffary to fearch out thofe figns which de- 
monttrate the commencement of this difeafe, that a 
fafe and effectual remedy may be immediately ap- 
plied, left the difeafe fhould increafe. For, ceteris 
paribus, difeafes are the ‘more eafily cured in pro- 
portion as they are more or leis recent. But as was. 
faid in Sect. 1481, the difeafe may begin at different 
times of life; hence let us treat of the figns of-an 
incipient rickets, in children who cannot as yet go 
alone. | 
ift. This matter has been already mentioned. 

ed. And the figns have been alfo enumerated, 
which might be obferved in parents and nurfes, as 
well-as thofe which occur in the infant itfelf. 


3d. In 
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ad. In a medical difpute, which, in 1754, the fa- 
mous 7f. Peter Buckner held at Strafburgh; concerning 
the perfect and imperfect rickets, we read * of eleven 
ricketty children born of the fame mother, who was 
troubled with the king’s evil, and whofe face denoted 
her to be an old barren woman at the ace of forty 
years, fo that a phyfician was aftonifhed to hear her 
complain of the irregularity of her menfes. It 
. often happens, that many, though not all, in the 
fame family, labour under. the rickets, as it hap- 
pened in this rare cafe; but as the father was always 
remarkably healthy, both before and as long as he 
begat children, the king's evil alone, with which the 
mother was afflicted, may be reckoned amongft the 
predifponent caufes of this difeafe. (See Sect. 1482. ) 
For there can be no evident fufpicion of the other 
caufes recited in the fame place, as this married cou- 
ple, who led a laborious life, are to be numbered 

among thofe who earn a livelihood by hard labour. 
Such cafes have not, without fome appearance of 
_reafon, raifed. a fufpicion whether the rickets may 
not país from one to another by means of contagion. 
For this difeafe, undefcribed by the antients, firft 
“invaded the weftern parts of England, and in a few 
years that whole kingdom, and ‘afterwards was, allo 

difperfed through other countries. 

I have, upon another occafion, remarked, in Sect, | 
1382, that difeafes may be bred in a man from ma- 
nifett caufes, of which caufes thefe difeafes may be 
the effects; and yet the body of the fick perfon be 
- fo changed by thofe difeafes, that he, by contagion, 
may infect other men who were not expoted to thefe 
manifeft caufes through which the fick perfon con- 
tracted the difeafe himfelf. A. contagion is therefore 
bred in the human body in that time when the difeafe 
pope in it without contagion is prefent, and the 
difeafe 


* Difputat. ad Morbor. Hiftor, Opera Kalle Tom. Vi Pag. 
28 e : 5 
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difeafe may be widely fpread abroad by this conta- 
gion when once bred. I have endeavoured to ex- 
plain this matter by many arguments in another 
place. | 

And the following proofs may perhaps increafe 
the fufpicion that the rickets are contagious: AA ce- 
lebrated profefior of the art of furgery at Flo- 
rence,] opened the body of a gentleman’s child, two: 
years of age, which died of the rickets; having re- 
moved the fternum, he found the lungs entirely co- 
vered. with white lamella of an irregular figure, 
each of the bignefs of the piece of coin called a 
*ulius, fomewhat of a polypous fubftance, loofely 
adhering to the lungs; ío that fome. of thefe la- 
meliz fpontaneoufly dropped into the cavity of the 
thorax. 

A man famous in our art, and known by his 
moft ufeful obfervations, || found a large collection 
of purulent matter in one cavity or another of the 
bodies of thofe who died of contagious fevers. He 
found nothing but what was natural in the abdomen 
of a man who died, in eleven days, of a yellow fe- 
ver, except that the bile was thicker and more gru- 
mous than natural; but there was a quantity of yel- 
low water in the left fide of the thorax, wherein 
fwam fome large pieces of yellow {cabs or glue, 
which perfectly refembled the pellicle which co- 
vers the blood when drawn by venefection from the | 
arm. ‘Thefe lamella refembled a membranous fub- 
ftance beginning to be converted into a purulent 
jelly. Similar lamina covered over the internal and 
external fuperficies of the pleura, and the external 
membrane of the lungs, loofely adhering in fome 
places, and more firmly in others. 

Therefore as thefe lamella, above defcribed, were 
found in a difeafe which was manifeftly contagious, 

in 


+ Anton. Benevoli Differtazioni & offervazioni, &c. pag. 246, 
247. || James Lind's two papers on fevers and infections, pag. 
9s ge ul | : | 
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in the cavity of the thorax, and on the füperficies of 
the pleura and lungs ; and as fimilar ohes are found 

_ in the dead bodies of ricketty children; fome fufpicion 

may at leaft be harboured; whether the rickets does 

not alio propagate itfelf by contagion. The ob- 

_fervations, made in $. 1409, may alío be feen, where 

the contagion of epidémical difeafes was treated of, and 

it was demonftrated, that a common caufe adhering in 
the air might poflibly produce epidemical difeates, 
and, indeed, of a bad kind too, fo as to affe& many 
perfons at the fame time, and ftill not pafs from one 
man to another by a communicated contagion. | 
Gliffn *, in his difputes concerning this matter, 
feems not to have been very diftant from a fufpicion 
of contagion, faying : Forte equidem nonnullam levi- 

_ufculam inclinationem. alteri. corpori. poffit UMnDrimere s 

imo interdum ipfam forte morbi invaficnem in corpore 

infigniter ad eum predifpofito acceleret aut promoveat s 
 Héque tamen propterea nomen morbi proprie contagio 

mereatur: “ Indeed it perhaps may imprefs fome 

- * flight inclination upon another body, nay perhaps 
** accelerate or promote; in a body remarkably pre- 
** difpofed thereto, the very invafion of the difeafe ; 
** and yet not properly merit the name of a contagious 
* difeafe.” He afterwards, inquiring induftrioufly 

into this matter, frequently obferved, Pueros, feu 
coctaneos, feu prope coetaneos, in isdem «dibus enu- 
dritos, quorum unus aut alter boc smorbo affliius fuerit, 

dum alius aut plures eorum minime laborarent. Imo 
novimus pueros, non tantum communibus edibus, affidu- 
| eque mutua focietate gaudentes, fed @ quotidie communi 
cmenfa  letto utentes, quorum alter boc malo affeétus 

s focium convitius C9 concubitus nullo modo infecerit : 
^ quod fane vix videtur contingere potuiffe in morbo pro- 
egre contagiofo. ** Children of equal ages, or there- 

** abouts, nurfed in the fame houfe together, one or 

*« other of whom had been infected with this difeafe, 
| Vou, XVII, Hh * whilft 


* De Rachitide, Cap. xvi. pag, 185, & feq. 
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ss whilít the reft of them were entirely free from it. 
* Nay, I have known children who not only lived. 
..* together in the fame houfe, were conftant playfel- | 
: e lows, and companions at bed and board aifo, yet. 
* though one of thefe was affected with this difeafe, - 
* he by no means infected his playfellows, or bed- 
* fellows; which truly could fcarce pofiibly happen de 
* in cafe the difeafe was actually contagious.’ a 
In the king of France's treafury of "natural curio- | | 
fities, defcribed ij thofe eminent naturalifts Buffon, 
and Aubenton,+ whofe writings will be admired by@ 
late pofterity, a kind of dog i is defcribed and deline- — 
ated ; which on account of "his low ftature 1s called 
Baffet ; though his length of body is very remark- 
able. Sometimes a deformity is found in the fkele« 
ton of thefe dogs, in the bones of the fore extremi-7 
ties, and then they ave} called Crooked fhanks : A fi- 
milar detect | is oblerved at the ends of the bones of? 
ricketty children. No deformity appears in the other a 
bones of juch fkeleton ; nor is there any diforder ob 
. ferved in the fubftance of thofe bones that are de- 
formed, but they are perfectly found; on the con- 3 
 trary, the fubftance of the bones of ‘ricketty chile 1 
dren, manifeftly degenerates from its natural ftatez 
Hence the celebrated Aubenion doubts, whether the. | 
firt dog of this fpecies had not firf& laboured. un- 
der a kind of rickets, which. might have given rif 
to that deformity; and afterwards the difeafe by 
degrees vanifhing, the. effeét. remained, and. the S 
deformity of the bones was thus transferred to po 4 | 
fterity by hereditary right. Nay, he even feems & 
believe, that infants, born of ricketty parents, may 
convey the fame deformity of body for a long i io | 
of generations ; the deformity fill remaining 2 | 
the difeafe is cured: but, to the beft of my kno 
ledge, this has not been yet ablerved. in the, hur ma 
sie ; ^ 


a 


* 
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‘ Hiftoire natur. generale & particuliere, Tom. ¥. pag, 300 
got. ‘Lab. 35, & g1. 


9 


Sé@. 148%. The Rickers. . 469 
"74th. It is obferved, in all who are, ricketty, that 
the head is bigger than. natural, and the face more 

Íwelled than it ought to be in proportion to the other 
, oe of the body ; the face cften looks fufficiently 
florid, but is always flabby alfo. Thole who would 
have it, that the rickets was known by the antient 
phyficians, though defcribed under another name, 
' believed that it was concealed in their writings under - 
the title of Hydrocephalus, * watery head,” and 
have endeavoured to prove it from the magnitude of 
the head, which always accompanies this difeafe. It 
“3s certain, that ricketty children have fometimes an 
hydrocephalus ; but in many more the head is bigger 
“than natural, though it contains not the leaft quan- 
tity of hydropic ferum: befides, thofe who labour 
under the hydrocephalus become foolifh, ftupid, and 
forgetful, whilft the quantity of extravafated fluid 
increafes ; on the contrary, as will appear in the fol- 
lowing fection, ricketty children: are diftinguifhed 
from others of the fame age by their fharpnefs of 
wit, and free exercife of their fenfes. — 

- All authors, who have written of this difeafe, 
have mentioned this increafed magnitude of the 
head; nay, Giiffon* teftifies, that he had found this 
‘increafed bulk of the head in all bodies he had hi- 
therto examined of children who died of this difeafe, 
‘except in one only, who, together with this difeafe, 
had a fuppuration of the lungs, and died of a con- 
fumption; but he alfo had a large head, and full 
face, during almoft the whole courfe of the difeafe, 
But fourteen days before his death, the flefhy parts 
‘of his head fell away, and his face became fo meagre 
and withered, that all his relations were aftonifhed 
at fuch a fudden change in him. FA 
sth. And this is perpetually obferved: for as the 
muicular flefh in the body and limbs is decreafed in 
bulk, and confumed; as if it were by an atrophy, 
Hh 2 . theretore, 


* De Rachitide, Cap. ii. pag. ro, 
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therefore, cutis univerfa, tum. vera, tum membrana 
carnofa €9 adipofa, flaccida €9. quafi pendula, laneque — 
inflar cbiroibece, apparet, ita ut mulio plus carnium — 
eas continere po[fe putes*: “ The whole fkin, as well — 
-« gg the flefhy and adipofe membrane, appears flabby, 
Je and, as it were, pendulous and lax, in the manner 
‘ of a glove; fothat a perfon would imagine it could . 
-¢ contain much more flefh.” Nay, the flaccid body — 
grows not (tiff after death ; nor does it immediately — 
jofe its innate heat, as other dead bodies ufually | 
do T. 1 
—— 6th. The abdomen always fwells either more or © 
-lefs ; the fat is indeed confumed, and the plumpnefs — 
of the mufcles waftes away, yet the abdomen fticks — 
'eut. Gliffon j has prudently remarked this, where he 
relates the appearances obferved in the dead bodies - 
ef ricketty children before diffection. . Abdomen ex- 
~ gerius quidem, refpecin nempe partium  continentium, - 
sacrum eft, interius "vero, re[peciu partium contenta- 
^um, nonnibil prominens 69 tumidiufculum.  fentitur 2 — 
« ]ndeed the outfide of the abdomen, with refpect — 
-4 to its containing parts, is lean, but the infide of. 
.€ jr, with refpeét to its contained parts, feels fome- — 
« wliat prominent and fwelled." | u 
It is to be remarked, that a tumour of the abdo- 
men often happens in young children, though they - 
are not ricketty. For after they have cut their irk 
teeth, they are very, ravenous ; and the parents are - 
delighted to fee them greedily devour what 1s givem | 

- them to eat, though even hard and.of an indigefti- 
. ble nature; hoping from thence that their ftrength — 
of body will in future be remarkable. Mothers | 
often over-ftudious to forward the growth of their chile - 
dren, ftuff them with flour-pap, or pudding made 
of flour; fo that fometimes their bellies and inte- 
fines are found diftended after death. In fuch cafesgt 
jn. catharticsg | 

* De Rachitide, Cap. it. pag. 19. T Difputat. ad morbo. | 
Kiftor, opera Halleri, T'om. vi. pag. 287. i De Rachitidey” 
Cap. i, pag. 11. & Cap. xa. pag. 270. $* 
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cathartics, to expel this collected filth, ufed with — 
prudence, prove of vaft fervice; as alfo after long- - 
fuffered fevers, autumnal or intermitting, when the. 


abdomen fwells, as was before faid in $. 1480. But 
the {welling of the abdomen, in ricketty children, is 


different ; and therefore it was then remarked, that. 
Sydenham would not have phyficians copioufly ufe: 
purging medicines in the rickets, as one or two pur-- 


ges were fufficient. 


- Gliffen*, upon examining the dead bodies of 


ricketty children, thus teftifies : Hepar in omnibus a 


nobis dille£is jufto majus, alias autem non male colora-. 
ium, neque valde induratum, aliove aliquo notabili vitia 


contaminatum: — ** The liver, in all I have diffected, 
** 1s greater than it fhould be, but otherwife is not 


** of a bad colour, nor greatly indurated; or, in 
* other refpects, contaminated by any other remark- - 
** able vice." -LHle exceptis fome dead bodies in* 


v 


which other difeafes had been complicated with. the 
‘Tickets before death ; as he remembered to have ob- 
‘ferved in a dropfical and extremely tabid patient. 
 From.hence the reafon appears, why the rickets has, 
4n fome places, been diftinguifhed by the name of a 
great liver: he found no fault in the magnitude,’ co- 
‘dour, or fubftance, of the fpleen; yet he denies not, 
‘that it might happen otherwife from a complication 
of the rickets with other difeafes. | 

. Hefaw a dropfical ferum in the cavity of the ab- 
domen ; but not frequently, nor in very large quan- 
‘tity. It is known, that there is almoft always fome 


quantity of extravafated ferum found in the cavities | 


of dead bodies after chronic and languid difeafes, 

X He obferved the ftomach and inteftines fomewhat 
more diftended by wind, than thofe of found chil- 
dren; and he, from thence, deduces the caufe of 
the tenfion in the hypochondre. : 

^ Hefometimes found the mefentery perfectly found, 
and fometimes full of large glands, if not ftrumous 
D Hh 3 {wellings. 
ed | * Ibided, p. 11. E 


n 
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fWellings. But as the pancreas is placed tranfverfly © 
under the ftoinach, wrapped up in the duplicature of. 
the pofterior part of the mefocolon, it does not oc- : 
cur to the fenfes when the abdomen is diflected : 

hence Glifon would ftate nothing certain with refpect | — 
to the condition of it, but left that to be enquired) | 
into by others. And he, for this reafon, merits an 
implicit faith in’ thofe matters which he afferts to 
have feen jn ricketty, dead bodies. — » | 
' "He found the uropoietic vifceras yery found in 
ricketty bodies, unleis fome other difeafe had alfo 
been prefent." ^ ^ SCRI WIES TERM 
' He, from all thefe obfervations, ' concludes as fol~ 
lows, in regard to the fwelling ‘of the belly in 


ricketty children, ^ Notamus in genere de ommibus vif- 
ceribus in boc entre contentis, quod, licet partes ea con- 
finentes, ut [upra monuimus, multum extenuate 63. ema- 
Hate ocrrant, ibfa tamem eque magna C9 plena, fi 
non majora, ut de bepate dicum, quam in fanis depre- 
bendantur*. ** Wein general remark, concerning 
«all the vifcera contained in the abdomen, that tho? 
«« the parts containing them, as we have above faid, = 
« may appear much extenuated and emaciated, yeu @ 
« thelé'vilcera are of equal magnitude and fulnefs, 
* if not larger, as was faid of the liver, than thofe ~~ 
6 tie Hand bodies. T. omae avro tha trip ms 
Beneveli +, upon opening the body of a ricketty: 
child, found the abdominal vifcera increafed in | 
bulk’; that is to fay, the inteftines fuller than they 
ufually naturally are, in proportion to the fize of the 7 
body; he found the fpleen and pancreas greater than — 
ufual ; the liver ftill larger in comparifon to the reft 5 
yet nothing" Unnatural was found in this vifcus, ex- - 
cept the increafe of its bulk. The celebrated X 
Heifter T; who lived three years at Weflar, that he mE 
&.u4*.ExXÀ 4 CEE) LAE ILME, 20 45 "Or TS TES Ie Ps ; might 


— * De Rachitide, Cap. il. pag. 12. + Differtazioni & offer- 
vazioni, &é. pag. 246. — ' f Medicin, Chirurg. und, Anatomif- 
ché Wahrnehmungen, pag. 25. "^^ » x xw 
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might more accurately enquire into the nature of 

the rickets, diffe&ted the dead bodies of fix or feven 

ricketty children, each two or three years old, du- 

ring that fpace of time; and remarked that the ab- 

doinen was fwelled in every one of them: but when 

the abdomen was opened, he neither found water or 

wind in the cavity of it, but the inteftines were ex- 
ceedingly diftended with wind. ln the inteftines, 

for the mot part, were found worms, with a great 

quantity of phlegmatic matter; and, in many, he 

found indurated glands ; and, indeed, of fuch a buik, 
in the meíentery, as to equal a man's fift: and, 

moreover, the abdomen feemed harder to the touch, 

in thefe bodies, than in the others; which is not at - 
all to be wondered at. He has not taken notice, 

that the liver was increafed in bulk ; of. which, in- 

deed, he makes no mention, neither has he of the 

{pleen or pancreas. But as the celebrated Hez/er 

was of fuch great reputation in his profeffion, and 

fo converfant in anatomy, a doubt may from hence 

arife, whether the increafed bulk of the liver fo. fres 

quently occurs in ricketty bodies as Gliffow has af- 

firmed. | : 
- But, in regard to this matter, it fhould be re- 

marked, that thefe diffections, of riCketty dead bo- 

dies, were performed by Heiffer, in his juvenile days, 

while yet a ftudent of medicine, under the aufpices 

and inftructions of the learned Moller, a phyfician of 

the Imperial chamber, celebrated for his fuccefsful 

and extenfive practice. Now he publifhed thele ob- 

fervations, after the feventieth year of his age, being 

fill healthy and robuft; whence it feems probable, 

that he had then particularly attended to the morbid 
parts, which occur in dead bodies, and that the li- 

ver, although increafed in bulk, was, as before 
faid, ufually perfe&ly found in thofe who died of 
the rickets. As, therefore, other grave authors, 
very worthy of credit, agree concerning this increafe 
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of the liver in ricketty bodies, * it appears, that the’ | 


liver'increáfed in bulk, may be alfo confidered as a 
concurrent caufe of the tumor of the abdomen, 
which i is óbferved in ricketty children. 

But anatomifts know, that the vifcera are fre- 
quently very different in fize, not only when morbid, 
but alfo when their colour, confiftence, fituation, &c. 


fhow nothing unnatural in them, but an increafed: 


bulk alone occurs to the fenfes. Nor were there 
often any figns before death, which could caufe a fuf- 
picion da any thing morbid lurked in the vifcus, 
which is found of an Punufual large bulk i in the dead 
body. I remember to have leen, in the dead 
body of a youth, the fpleen in its natural fitua- 
tion, but fo long, that the extreme part of it de- 


Ícended to the {pine of the os ileon : the colour of — 


this vifcus was: natural, arid nothing preternatural 
was difcovered in its fübftance, though carefully ex- 
amined by an able anatomiít, and feveral phyficians 


prefent. ‘But although I had thé care of the aetédi T 


fed, from his firft : appearance in this world, I never 
could difcover any thing that could caufe even the 
leait fafpicion, | that the fpleen had ever been af- 
fected.: | 

""TPheantient phyficians feem to have made the like 
obfervation, and to have denoted it by a peculiar 


name; for they called perfons fo affected, in whom - 


fome of the vifcera were preternaturally" large and 
tumefied, Heyarscomacyyves, For though they believed 
that fuch people lived fubje& to difeáfes, and fome- 
times ufed the fame name, when the enlarged vifcera 
were difeafed,’ yet they appear to have acknow- 
edged, that there were men who naturally had large 
vifcera; concerning which aon the obfervations 
of Fei us p^ may be fcen. 


7th. 


*- Vide Schenckium Obfervat. lib. ij. de Phthit Obigrvat. 5p 
ag. 258. A 
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~ th. It was remarked in number five, that all the fat’ 
is perpetually diminifhed, and at length almoft totally 
confumed : but as it is known, the mufcles arenotonly 
every where furrounded by the cellular membrane, buc 
alfo the fame membrane infinuates itfelf between every: 
one of the fafciculi of the mufcular fibres, of which’ 
the greater mufcle is compofed, even to the very 
ultimate fubdivifions; whence the mufcular fibres 
cannot grow to their neighbouring parts, but al- 
ways remain feparated from them. Hence, when a 
very great emaciation happens, the plumpnefs of the 
muicles is diminifhed beyond imagination. Indeed. 
it is true, that in the ultimate {tage of old age, when 
the withered juicelefs body becomes rigid, there . 
Ícarcely remains any fat in 1t, and yet the motion of 
the mufcles is not entirely deftroyed, neither is it 
loft in the moft confirmed confumption, when the 
fkin alone feems to cover the bones; but the muf- 
cular fabric itfelf itil remains found, which is by 
degrees diminifhed in the rickets, and is finally ob- 
ferved to be deftroyed when the plumpnefs and bulk 
of the mufcles, as it were, are abolifhed, and that. 
which remains languifhes from an inert flaccidity. 
For the caufe of mufcular motion is not in the 
mufcles, but is derived to them from elfewhere, when 
they are put in action; but, that this action may be 
performed, a due ftructure of the mufcle is required, 
that the moving caufe brought by the nerves to the 
müfcles may yield its effect. Let what was faid 
concerning this matter, in $. 1058 and 1059 be re- 
peces cen 
— The famous D'aubenton,* in his natural hiftory, 
where he defcribes the fkeletons and particular bones 
of ricketty bodies preferved in the royal repofitory 
at Paris, remarks, that the flefhy parts of the body 
Jofe their due firmnefs for want of good nourifh- 
2n TORUM ANDUIPRSCUR M ment ; 
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* Hiftoire natur. gener. & particul. avec la defcript. de 
~~ Cabin. du Roy, Tom. III. p. 56, &c, | 
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ment; and that the bones cannot be fufficiently con- 
folidated whilít they are growing: hence the verte- 
bres, .whofe fubftance is very porous, are foftened 
and fubfide ; whence foilows a preffure of the fpinal . 
marrow, and of the nerves which emerge from the 
back-bone, and the power of exercifing the muf- 
cular motions of the trunk and lower limbs is more. 
and more obítru&ted, and at length almoft entirely 
loft, whilft the diforder;,daily increafes.. There are 
indeed. wonderful depravations of the back-bone, 
obferved i in ricketty fkeletons ; nor does it feem im- 
probable, that the. {pinal marrow.contained in the 
canal of the vertebres, and che nerves,emerging from | 
the Ípinal marrow. between the- commiffi lures ‘of the 
vertebres may be compréfied : yet a real palfy. is 
hard] ly ever, obferved in a. ricketty body. . Amonett 
chofe miferable wretches whofe cure. has. been totally. 
neglected, we fee fome fo totally deformed, and the 
fpine- ‘of the back dittorted to fuch a degree, that it 
{carcely feems poffible that this. could happen with-_ 
out the nerves and fpinal marrow. being greatly 
compreffed, and yet no palíy.is obferved 1 in them. 
Moreover Gliffon,t+ whofe teftimony is of the greateft 
weight in the hiftory of the rickets, thus teftifies : | 
Nunquam, quod eiminimus, Peralyfi in, aut Apoplex- 
iam, buic affectui fuperveniffe novimus , deberet. autem 
neceffario [pius (altem in morbo confirmato) | evenire, 
Si laxitas C9. debilitas bec nervorum a defeflu influxus 
cerebri originem duceret ::.** 1 do: not remember to 
* have ever known a palfy, or an apoplexy happen 
** from this caufe ; but it neceffarily muft often en- 
« fue (at leaft.in the difeafe when confirmed), if this 
* laxity or debility of the nerves was caufed by a 
* defect of the influx of the brain.” Thefe diftor- 
tiens of the back or chine-bone are the lefs dange- 
rous, becaufe they are flowly and gradually formed 
in ricketty bodies ; and that the cafe of the verte- 
bres, as it diverges — a ftraight line, forms a re- 


markable 
* De Rachitide, Cap. IV. p. 26. 
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markable fegment of a circle; whence the fpinal . 
marrow gradually accommodates itfelf to the changed 
figure of the bony canal through which it pafies. 
‘The fame happens in regard to the nerves, which di- 
verge from the vertebres throughout the whole length 
Sb the canalh- i58 62 

.. 8th. The bones ferve to fuftain the human body ; 
they afford a firm prop to the fofter parts adhering 
to them; nor could mufcles fo large exercife a power 
which is found to be fo very ftrong, in the human 
body, and in the bodies of greater animals, unleds 
the extremities of thefe mufcles were affixed to hard 


bones. | 


The body of an animal in its firft formation is 
like a maís of foft glue; nor have its bones more 
folidity when firft. produced, which yet afterwards. 
acquire fo much ftrength and hardneís. The cele- 
brated Haller was pleated to fearch into thofe mat- 
ters, which happen in bones when they are changed 
from a flexible glue, into fo hard a fubftance, that. 
they will for a whole century withítand the injuries 
of the air when expofed thereto in public church-. 
yards, and ftill remain almoft found. He by.his 


 ufual and incomparable induítry made thefe experi- 


ments on eggs during incubation. He obferved this 
glue quickly and readily converted into a manifeft 


'griflle, for a greater folidity only feemed to be re- 
quired; but he could not fo eafily underítand how 


a flexible and elaftic griftie could be changed into a 
hard and brittle bone, The grille, or cartilage, 
— whilft yet tender, is pellucid, The firft fign of this 


eriftle, or cartilage, becoming offifed is its opa- 
city and yellowifh colour; likewife in that very 


place, the bony fibres then begin to appear. This 
 £hange happens in the bones of the chicken about 
the eighth day of incubation, The firít rudiments 


af blood appear in this offifying griftle, or cartilage, 
on the tenth day ; there is a rednefs in it on the ele- 


. yenth day, and the arteries are now fo dilated, that 


they 
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they are capable of tranfmitting through them the 


red olobules of blood, and a bony hardnefs is ob- 


ferved in the fame place of the cartilage: and all | 
thefe phenomena appear in the callus of a broken © 
bone, before it is confolidated into bone. I have. © 
explained all thefe matters upon another occafion,; . 


in Sect. 1261, where the gouty lime was treated. of. 
But what is brought to the griftle, or cartilage, 


through the arteries, whofe magnitude is already ío: ^ 


increafed, that they are capable of admitting a 


thicker fubftance, feems to be earth; which, depofited _ 


between the different lamina of the cartilaginous 
fubítance, is the caufe that a hard and fragile bone 
is formed from an elaftic and flexible griftle. — 


Whence it follows, the if that earth, which by its. 
mixture converts the griftle into a bone, could be. 


taken away from the bone when formed, then that 
bone would be changed into a griftle again. — 
This is demonftrated by a fure and curious expe- 


riment. (vide Se&. 1261.) For a fkull, which had 1 


lain for many years in a church-yard, being fteéped 
in aqua-fortis diluted with a quantity of pure water, 


became entirely flexible and elaftic, fo that being | | 


thrown’ on a pavement it hopped like a tennis ball. 
Hence it is very juftly concluded, that a griftle dit- 
fers from a bone, in wanting that terreitrial fubftance 
which is diffolved in acids; and if that earthy fub- 
ftance is taken from the bone fteeped in acids, the 
griftle, latent for fo many years in the real bone ex- 
ofed in the church-yard, will appear. - 
" Befides, it appears from the experiments of the 
celebrated da Hamel, and others, that this earthy 
fubftance is ting'd with a red colour, if madder-root 
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be mixed with the food'of animals; and that all the .— 


colour vanifhes when the earthy particles of thofe - 


: 
[ 
Y 
à 


bones are diffolved by fteeping them in an acid li- 
quor, and that the griftle remains no longer co- 
leute | : 


| But * 
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But it alfo appears from hence, that the’ necefrary - 


actions of life perpetually confume the folid parts 
-of the body, not excepting even the bones; and that 
the loft parts are reftored by the fame actions of an 
healthy life. For when he alternately fed animals with 
«their accuftomed food, fometimes adding madder to 
it, and fometimes not for fome time, he found their 
bones variegated with white and red circles; and he 
-alfo learned, that in the fpace of a month a re- 
_markable quantity of earth had been brought to the 
bone, which he could eafily diftinguifh by its co- 
Jour. It in like manner appeared, that in fix weeks 


- all that redneis vanifhed, if the animal ufed its com-. 
-mon food without any addition of madder; when 


-fome other fimilar matter fupplied the lofs of the 


- earthy fubítance of the bones, but no longer tinged | 


of a red colour. 

Hence it may be concluded, that this earthy mat- 
ter, which added to the eriftle converts it into bone, 
— had circulated with the healthy humours through the 
veffels, and had reftored to the bones what they had 
. daily loft of their fubftance, as alfo that which is re- 
- quired for the increafe of the bones in young ani- 
mals: whence a chicken js hatched from the ege in 
twenty days, which already ftands upon firm bones, 
* and runs every where about. d 
. But this fame earthy matter when it is changed 
by fome difeafe, or cannot be properly applied to 
the boney parts, is depofited in other places, or 
 .-even purged away from the body, as was faid in 

.. Se&. 1261. Quere, Does not fomething of the like 
- nature fometimes happen in ricketty bodies ?. Glifon * 
-thusífays; Aquis uoftrum teftatur, fe femel vidiffe 
glandulas firumofas, tam numerofas, ut viderentur. 2- 
--quare, fi non fuperare, magnitudinem. ipforum pulmo- 
dum: fie autem fuerunt. utrimque inter pulmones €9 
znediaftinum, & a tbymo ufque ad diaphragma proten- 
| fe: * Some one of us teftifies, that he has once 
' K Icen 

"* De Rachitide, Cap. IL. p. 15. 
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* feen ftrumous glands fo numerous that they 


equalled, if not exceeded, the magnitude of the 
lungs themfelves: but they were fituated on ei- 
ther fide between the lungs and the mediaftinum, ~ 
.** and reached from the thymus to the diaphragm." - ri 
in the dead body of a ricketty child the membrane 3 
that furrounds the lungs was rough, and befet with T 
protuberances and tubercles, not unlike warts. Aper- - 
- tis pulmonibus, in pluribus locis tartarea feu gypfea 
fubftantia concreverat: + “ "The lungs being opened, 
- * there was a tartareous or gypfeous fubftance found 
* concreted in many places." Benevoli [ in the 
- body of a noble child who died of the rickets, upon 
cutting through the fubftance of the lungs, found 
them ftuffed with a thick white glutinous matter, 
which oozed from the lungs when prefled, as from a 
Íponge: he believed the lungs were full of chyle, 
collected and indurated there; but this fcarcely feems — 
probable... We read a fimilar obfervation of a rick- — 
etty child $, in whofe right-arm, above the elbow, - 
was found a thick fubftance, as it were of a grif- ~ 
tly nature, from which when opened flowed a white 1 
j 
; 


» 
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matter like curdled milk, or coagulated cheefe; a 
fimilar thick cartilaginous membrane was found in 
the right thigh, which wrapped up a tumour from ~ 
which when opened flowed a liquid like the former, — 
but rather thicker, white, cheely, not in the leaft . 
foetid, about three ounces in quantity. 4 
Now if that terreftrial matter, on which the . 
ftrength and firmnefs of the bones depends, is not — 
applied to them in a due manner and quantity, 
their flexibility will be the greater ; whence, whilft . 
the weight of the body refts upon bones not yet . 
confolidated, the preffed epiphyfes begin to grow . 
prominent and fwell; and in young children who — 
cannot go alone, fuch knotty íwellings particularly - 
appear - 
f Borieti fepulchret. Tom. T. p. 912. ; 

I Differtazioni & offervazioni, p. 247. ' | | 
§ Aga Phyfico-Medica riátur. ¢urioforum, Tomy I. . p. 192. 


aka a 


Bex. d149.. .VDhe Rack ees. ‘ 479 


appear in their wrifts, becaufe, when in a fedentary 


-- poiture, they often reft on their hands, as Gliffon hath 


^ their epiphyfes: nay, if thefe knobs or fweliings of 


remarked. Thefe fwellings, if examined, are not 
in the flefhy or membranous parts, but are fituated 
in the very extremities of the bones, particularly in 


the bones are os away with a file, it appears, 
that they are of the fame fimilar fubítance as the 
reft of the bones. * Now he thought this wor- 
thy to bel remarked, becaufe + cozjeZarunt aliqui, 
efla in boc affettu interdum elfe fexibilio infar cere. 
Sed nos nufquam id vidimus, neque ab oculaio tefle fide 
digno relatum audivimus. . Quare, ut fabulofum, boc 


5 fienum plane rejicimus: ** fome conjecture that the 


** bones in this ftate are fometimes flexible like 
* wax; but we have never yet feen that, nor heard 
* of it from any eye-witnefs worthy of credit; 
* ‘wherefore we flatly reject this fien as fabulous. : 
Indeed it has been often obferved, that in adults 
the bones have. been entirely fofi tened, but they be- 
come lefs firm in ricketty children, are incurvated 
from the incumbent weight, the prefied epiphyfes 
become protuberant, and thus the body is miferably 
disfigured, and, unlefs the difeafe is entirely cured 


Jn time, thete creed bones again become hard, 


and the deplorable traces of the patt difeafe remain 


during life. 


The increafed fize of the veffels paffing up to, or 
returning from the head, fo frequently occurs in 


** ricketty bodies, that fome authors, who have treated 


- of this OE ag would have it, that its effence con- 


... fifted in that depravation of nutrition alone, through 


which fome parts of the body are overloaden with 


_nutriment, hence are too much augmented in bulk, 


and other parts, inafmuch as they receive lefs, 
alfo neceflarily wafte away. The increafe of the 
vifcera in bulk was before mentioned, and it was 

remarked, 


| De Rachitide, E ag. II. p. 10, * Ibidem, p. 11, 
T Ibidem, Cap. XXI. p. 269. 


alfo that the head and face appear enlarged, though 
the other parts of the body rather decreafe. Perfons 


attentive to the caufe of the increafe of the upper . 


parts of the body, have obferved, that the arteries 


and jugular veins grow large, whilft the other’ vef^ | 
fels are fmaller than natural. —GZffem j indeed af- © 


firms the fame, but adds with his ufual honefty, 
that this augmentation of the veflels hath often ap- 
.peared in corporibus moviffume apertis: ** in bodies 
-** very lately opened." Yet he dares not conclude 


from thence, that this circumftance is perpetually © 


found in this diforder, though he fufpected that 
it always is fo. . He gives the following reafon 
why he could not produce an occular witnefs of 


this matter; Non venerat nobis im mentem, id amtea |. 
ab initio noftre Anatomice circa boc fubjetium indaginis — 


* 
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remarked, that they feem not always morbid; and | 


ferutari : “ We did not imagine that this fubject of © 


** enquiry was to be fcrutinized from the beginning | 


**.of our anatomical difquifitions.” | | 


;:$ ECT. > MCCCCLXXXVI. 


K 3U T the growth of this difeafe is known i 
- in thofe children who have already be- | 


| gun to walk. ift. From all the before-men- 


tioned fymptoms having preceded. 2d. From . 
their flow, tottering, feeble manner of walk- 
ing, their being unable to ftand firm or long; | 


but always inclined to fit down ; which foon 


changes into an habit of perpetually lying | 


down, and at laft into an impofüibility of 


3noving any limbs, with a loofe hanging ae 
an 


f De Rachitide, Cap. IL. p. 193 
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and nodding of the head. 3d. By a prema- © 
ture acutenefs of wit, a clear apprehenfion and 
quick fenfe, while the appetite and digeftion 
or the moft part continue unimpaired, 


— lt was before faid, in Se&t. 1481, that the rickets. 
3s hardly ever born with children, that it feldom 
begins its attack before the ninth month of a child's 
age; and if no trace of the commencement. of the 
difeafe had appeared in the child before it arrived 
tothe age of two years, it will hardly ever.be in 
danger of fuch an attack afterwards : the figns of 
this difeafe in children who cannot walk, have al- 
ready been treated of; now the figns of the difeafe 
in fuch as have begun to walk are to be exa- 
mined. 

1ít. Thefe figns have been already treated of. 

2d. Sound children are hardly ever ftill, as long 
as they are awake, but perpetually move their bo. 
dies and joints, unlefs hindered, run here and there, 
catch at all they fee, and are no fooner in poffeffion 
of thefe things than they immediately throw them 
away, and haften to grafp at new objeéts; thus 
nuríes are much fatigued with their little ones, It 
is known, that almoft all difeafes, particularly the 
‘more fevere, begin with a fpontaneous laffitude and 
heavinefs of body; fevers, or other acute difeafes, 
follow foon after thefe preludes of difeafes. When 
therefore the agility of body and petulancy begin to 
 diminifh in young children, though no other difeafe 
immediately follows, there is reafon to fufpe&t the 
rickets ; which fufpicion is more ftrongly confirmed, 
X this unufual laffitude of body, and diflike to mo. 
tion, are of any long duration. This debility of 
motion in the mufcles begins from the very firft ru- 
diments of the difeafe. If children are attacked 
with this diftemper within the firft year of their 
age, or thereabouts, they are then flower than ufual 
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in getting the ufe of their feet, fo that.they, for the 
molt part, fpeak before they can walk, which is 
‘held to be a bad omen in England.* If they have 
already begun to walk before they are attacked by 
the difeafe, they walk flowly, ftand weakly, ftagger, 
totter, and fall. When they are pleafed, they laugh 
not fo heartily, neither are they fo vigorous, of 
vibrate their limbs as if they»were capable of 
fpringing or leaping out of the hands of thole 
who hold them; neither do they when angry plunge 
. ahd kick, or cry with fuch animofity as found chil- 
dren of the like age ufually do. ‘They are not de- 
lighted with fwinging, toffing, or other violent mo- 
tions, like other children; nay, they rather abhor 
all fuch exercifes, as the difeafe increafes. When 
they cry they are quieted by mild, foft treatment, 
and not with any manner of rough play ; neither are 
they much delighted with rattles, play-things, or 
childifh plays, yet they are not ftupid, but in- 
genious and ferious ; and as Gliffon, whofe words 1 
ufe in defcribing the figns of this dileafe, excellently 
remarks,+ Vultum videre eff magis compofitum CS fe- 
verum, quam «tas poflularet, ac in rem feriam. ali- 
quam neditabundi effent: “ The face appears more 
** compofed and grave than the age of fuch a child 
** requires, as if it were meditating {ome . ferious 
“ matter." nag 
But-as the firmnefs and plumpnefs of the reft of 
the mufcles, except thofe placed about the head and: 
face, is gradually diminifhed, fo that they may be - 
felt loofe and pendulous under the flaccid fkin,. 
hence the conftant inclination to fit fall, at length. 
changes into a defire of perpetually lying, down s- 
becaufe they cannot in a fitting pofture hold their 
bodies upright, but fometmes incline them for- 
wards, fometimes backwards, and then to either fide; 
in fearch of. fome prop or fupport, to reft upon and. 
à; indulge: 
* De Rachitide, Cap; XXL p. 263, 264. : 
} Ibidem, p; 265. — | 
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indulge their floth. It is fhocking to behold, how 
the head, increafed in bulk when the dileafe has 
taken deep root, can no longer be fuftained by the 
then too flender neck, but continually nods or wags 
to one fide or other. A fimilar weaknefs is obferved 
in the back or chine-bone ; whence GZffos j alfo 
' gives us this prognoftic fign : Quo enormior eft moles 
capitis, eo longior C9 difficilior curatio. Quo debilior 
eft fpina dorfi, eo gravior SF periculofor morbus: 
* 'l'he more enormous the bulk of the head be- 
** comes, the longer and more difficult is the cure, 
* The weaker the back-bone, the more fevere and 
** dangerous the difeafe.” 
_ 3d. Thefe children, though weak and flugeifh in 
moving the body and limbs, are endowed with more 
acutenefs than could in reality be expected from 
fuch a tender age: befides, the free exercife of all 
their fenfes remains unimpaired. Hence the func- 
tions of the encephalon remain pretty entire in this 
difeafe ; that alone which prefides over the volun- 
tary motion of the mufcle decays, or Janguithes. 
Perhaps the caufe of impaired mufcular motion 
exifts not in the head, but depends rather on the 
loft plumpnefs, and inactive languor of the muf- 
cles, which are obferved in the rickets ; for whea 
| the vapid cacochymy attending this difeafe 1s arneaded 
"by proper remedies, and the ftrength ufual at fuch. 
an age reftored to the folids, tlie mufcular motion 
returns as faft as thefe diforders of the folid and 
fluid parts of the body are corrected. 
Yet the following opinion of the famous Peter 
Buchner $, who affiduoutly inveftigated the fymptoms 
of this difeafe, is not to be país'd by: Ego faltem 
|glures fiupidos Rachiticos, quam facultatibus antmali- 
bus "valentes, battenus vidi: Etfi bos quoque viderim : 
5 But I have hitherto feen more ricketty children 
: Iis * who 
+ Ibidem, Capite XXII. p. 286. 
§ Difputat. ad morbor. hiftor. opera Halleri, Tom. VI. 
p. 285. 


484. The Rickets, Sect. 1486. 
* who were ftupid, than fuch as were poffeffed of 
« found animal faculties ; though I have alío feen 
* many of thefe too:” But it is to be remarked, 
that we are here treating of the figns of the ap- 
proach of this difeafe in children who were capable 
of walking before the difeafe attacked them : hence 
it would be no wonder, if the ricketty fubjects 
in the beginning of the difeafe poffeffed a fharp- 
nefs of wit, and the perfect exercife of their fenfes, 
and afterwards became ítupid and foolifh in the 
courfe of the difeafe: this might particularly hap- 
yen if an extravafated ferum. fhould begin to be 
colle&ted in the cavity of the fkull. GZffos * thus 
teftifies concerning the heads of fome difle&ted rick- 
étty children: Inter duram 6$ piam matrem, atque 
in ipfis ventriculis cerebri, ferofas aquas im nonnulls a 
nobis diffe&lis reperimus , unde patet, affectum bunc cum 
Bydrocepbalo complicari poffe. Cerebrum in aliis a nobis 
diffectis fatis firmum  inculpabile, neque illuvie ferofa 
inundatum, deprebendimus: — ** We have found in 
*t fome ricketty heads, diffected by us, a waterifh 
« ferum between the dura and pia mater, and in the 
«* very ventricles of the brain: from whence it ap- 
** pears, that this difeale may be complicated with 
« a hydrocephalus. We have found the brain very 
« firm and unblemifhed in fome others diffected by 
«€ us, nor inundated by a ferous colluvies.” Whence 
that idiotifm, if it fometimes accompanies the rick- 
ets, proceeds not from the genius of this difeafe, as 
on the contrary, an acutenefs of wit is ufually and 
very often admired by phyficians in ricketty chil- 
dren; but it takes birth from fome other additional 
difeafe, fuch as a collection of an aqueous ferofity 
in the cavity of the fkull. , 
For Glifon + wifely admonifhes phyficians, that ir - 
progrefs of time almoft all difeafes are affociated with 
others of a different kind, and that therefore fome .- 
chronic |. 
* De Rachitide, Cap. II. p. 15. 
j lbidem, p. 8. 
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chronic difeafes had, for the moft part, been com- 
plicated with the rickets before death. Therefore; 
it is not to be believed, that every thing przterna- 
tural found in the bodies of children who die of the 
rickets has appertained to this difeafe, as perhaps 
‘it rather may proceed from fome other difeafe com- 
‘plicated with the rickets before death. In order, 
therefore, to determine any thing certain with re- 
gard to this matter, many dead ricketty bodies 
ought to be diligently infpected, that a juft diftinc- 
tion may be made between thofe circumftances 
which conftantly, frequently, or rarely occur in the 
bodies of thofe who die of this difeafe. He alfo ad- 
yifes it to be remembered, that thofe bodies which 
are diffected, muft have fuffered grievoufly from 
this difeafe, as they have died of it; and therefore 
the fame fymptoms are not to be expected in the 
living who are but recently affected, nor the fame 
violence of the difeafe, the effects of which are 
found in the dead body. He who fhould conclude 
after an empyema found in a dead body, that the 
purulent matter had given rife to a pleurify, which 
Áuppurating had afterwards produced the empyema, 
would expofe himíelf to the danger of a miftake. 

But, particularly in the commencement of this dif- 
eafe, the appetite and digeftion remain very perfect ; 
whence the evil fubtilly creeps on increafing by de- 
grees: but as it has appeared from what was before 
faid, that the abdominal vifcera are indeed enlarged 
to a great bulk in ricketty children, but in other 
. yefpects are very found, it does not appear fo won- 
. derful, that their actions fhould ftill remain no ways 
. defective in the incipient difeafe. 
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"HEN the difeafe is at this height 

thofe affected therewith have a large 
head, with very wide apparent futures ; the 
thorax is fat and fqueezed as it were on the 
fides, but raifed high and pointed on the 
breaft, with nodes at the extremities of the 
tibs ;° the abdomen projects outwards; the 
teeth are rotten and black ; all which increa- 
fing daily, often leave diftempers of the fame 
kind, troublefome all the reft of their days, 
chiefly the fpina ventofa, and : a caries of the 
bones. | 


Thofe Bids which are obferved in an advanced 
ftate of this difeafe now follow. 

A large head, with very wide apparent EU 
The fkull, as it is well known, ‘is not wholly offifie 
jn a new-born infant; for the bones of the head are . 
‘as yet: feparated igit ‘each ‘other, and a membrane 
fupplies the deficiency of bone, for this purpofe, 
that the head of the infant, which in the time of 
pith! paffes through the ‘traits’ of the pelvis, may 
yield to the ftrong efforts of the woman in labour, 
and: more eafily come into the world.’ “Ia’ that part 
of the fkull where the bones of ‘the forehead are af- 
terwards united ‘with the parietal bones by'a future, 
there is a great opening of an irregular figure, where 
no bone, - "but a mere- membrane only, ds felt by 
touching the part, which is ufually called the fonta- 
pel, Ás the child advances in age this membrane 

xradually changes into a bone,’ either fooner or later; 
ig different children, l more than once have feeri 
i99 irf) Pw oO uud wed snif , the 


| 
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the fontanell ftill remain membranous until the fe- 
venth or eighth year of a child's age. The bones 
of the cranium are afterwards united by futures, all 
the membrane difappearing ; therefore, all that {pace 
between the bones of the fkull not as yet rendered 
contiguous to each other, comes under the name of 
the futures, which are therefore the wider in propor- 
tion às the bones of the fkull continue more diftant 
from each other. MK | 

— ]tis well known, that the cavity of the fkull is 
naturally always full; and it has appeared, in Sect, 
295, where wounds in the head were treated of, 
that unlefs the bones of the fkull reftrained the con- 
tained foft encephalon, it would eafily burft out when 
a man forcibly raifed any great weight, endeavoured 
to remove any obftacle with all his ftrength, ftrained 
himfelf violently at ftool when coftive, was agitated 
by fudden, and protracted laughter, or fhaken by 
violent repeated fits of fneezing. Whence it hap- 
pens, if this boney covering ts wounded, or if 
a circular portion thereof is cut away by a chirur- 
sical operation, to prepare an iffue for the extrava- 


fated humours collected under the fkull, which com- 


prefs the foft encephalon, that furgeons fo care- 


- fully defend the injured place, fenfible that if they 


neglected it, the encephalon, in the part where 
the trepàn was applied, would in a fhort time emerge 
in the form of an over-grown fungous excreícence, 


which would grow again as foon as cut off, and not 


only fill the hole made by the trepan, but would 
fwell out every where beyond its margins, 

As therefore a confiderable part of the fkull is 
ftill naturally membranous in new-born children, 
and is to be gradually changed into bone, the 
reafon is evident why the heads of young children 
though healthy are proportionably greater ; which 
is alio always obferved by painters and ftatuaries ; 
but in ricketty children the bones are fofter, and 
the membranous fpaces between the bones of the 

| 114 fkull 
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ones, of to their corrupt union with the other cone 
üituent partsof the bone. ^ °° — 
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— We meet with fome excellent obfervations con- 
eerning this matter in the celebrated Boerhaave *, 
where he treats of the folvent power of fimple water ; 
which not only diffolves pure terreftrial bodies, but 
if they are corroded by acids, they may. be di- 
luted in water, even fo perfe&ly that the liquor will 
appear very tranfparent. In like manner, thofe real 
ultimate earths of animals, flefh, bones, teítacea, 
&c. may be diffolved in acids, and thefe folutions 
may be diluted in water, and thereby a very eis 
liquor produced. 

But the contrary happens when earthy bodies are 
intimately united with alcaline falts; for the earth 
united to thefe cannot afterwards be diffolved or di- 
luted in water. Glafs evidently proves this, which 
confifts of an alcaline falt and earth intimately con- 
joined ; ; and becomes the leis diffolvable 1n water in - 
proportion as thefe two bodies are more clofely 
united together: for thus a fubftance is formed which 
. refifts the diffolvent property of water more than 
any other. This great man therefore believed, that 
the author of nature had created all the aliments of 
animals, excepting a very few, of an acefcent na- 
ture : for fo the acid falts predominant in the firít 
paffages, more happily difpofe the nutriment taken 
to a diffolution, the firm parts of which chiefly co- 
here together through the earth they contain, and 
therefore would be far more difficultly converted into 
liquid chyle: but, when a matter fit for faftening the 
folids together is ‘after wats to be formed from this. 
chyle, then the acefcency which was neceffary for 
preparing the chyle is totally loft, and an alcalefcent 
falt is produced, which feizing on the terrene par- 
ticles forms a fubftance not to be diffolved by wa- 
ter, but capable of propelling the humours: From 
all which circumftances he finally thus concludes ; 
Utique, quando vis mutandi acefcentia in alcalia in cor- 
gore bumano deficit, ofa tum, cartilagmes, dentes, li- 
gamenta, laxa, debilia, mollia, flexibilia, redduntur s 


ur 
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ut in Rachiticis animadvertitur quotidie : * Likewife 
*€* when the power of changing acids into alcalies 
** failsin the human body, then the bones, griftles, 
** teeth, and ligaments, are rendered lax, weak, 
* foft, and flexible, as may be daily obferved in 
** ricketty children,” [ | 
_ The thorax preffed to the fides, &c.] Where 
Gliffon + defcribes the figns of the rickets which ap- 
pear before diffection in the bodies of thofe who 
have died of this difeafe, he remarks the following 
appearances about the thorax: JPeZws exterius ma- 
erum, C9 valde auguflum, praefertim fub alis, & a 
lateribus quafi compre[[Jum confpicitur 5. flernum | vero 
nonnibil acuminatum, iuflar carine navis, aut pectoris 
galling. Cofiarum extrema, quibus cum cartilaginibus 
frerni committuntur, nodofa funt, quemadmodum. de ar- 


ticulis carpi C9 tali diximus: ** The breait is ob-: 


** ferved externally lean and very narrow, and as it 
* were flattened and compreffed, efpecialy under 
** the armpits, and on the fides; but the fternuni 
** fomewhat fharpened like the keel of a fhip or the 
* breaft of a fowl. The ends of the ribs by which 
* they are affixed to the cartilages of the íternum 
** are knotty, exactly in the fame manner as we 
** have defcribed the joints of the wrifts.” For the 
boney ribs have not the requifite firmnefs ; hence 


«Ji 


they are eafily preffed inwards when the nurfe, with 


her hands applied to both fides of the child, raifes 


it from the ground, or carries it in her arms. It is 
in fome places cuftomary not to feat a child fome- 
times upon the right, and then on the left arm, but 
on a horfe-hair cyfhion tied round the loins of the 
mother or nurfe, whilft both hands are applied to 
the fides of the thorax to prevent the child from fal- 
ling on either fide, and to keepsit in an upright po- 


fion with the legs hanging dawn. But when the 


fides only are preffed, the column of the vertebres 
wil give way backwards, and the bones of the fter- 
num 

T De Rachitide, Cap. II. p. 11, 
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pum will be elevated kg osh and as the verte- 
bres afford moft refiftance, the bone of the fternum 
will rife the more upon. that account; and thus the 
cavity of the thorax be rendered narrower when the 
fides are compreffed, and the lungs more diffi. 
cultly dilated in infpiration; whence an afthma and 
other dangerous difeafes of the breaft fo often enfue, 
and this difeafe fo eafily turns to a confumption if of 
any long continuance. 'Hence it is ftated * in the 
prognoltics of the rickets, Afbma ( praefertim Or- 
ibopnea, atque ea Jpirandi difficulias, in qua decubitus 
in neutrum latus admittitur) valde periculofum : Ante 
obitum tabem fibi comitem perpetuo fere. adftifert, D 
forte alius morbus aut [ymptoima grave interveniens, ac- 
‘celerata morte, tabem adventantem preveriat: ** that 
“© an afthma (efpecially an orthopnoea, and that dif- 
* ficulty of breathing which permits not the patient 
« to lie on either fide) is very dangerous ; it con- 
** ftantly for the moft part before death brings on a 
** confumption, unléfs fome other fupervening dif- 
* eafe or fatal guy 7 hea it bye a iue. 
. ** death." - 
The abdomen projects outwards. ] This was treated 
of in Se&. 1485, No. 6. 
* Rotten black teeth.]- As. iie ÉChE frequently 
attacks the patient about the time of cutting the 
teeth, the firft teeth are ufually badly affected, and 
even the fecond teeth alfo if the difeafe has conti- 
nued.any length of time. So that I have feen fome 
youths ^ who had been negligently t treated in the be-- 
ginning of this difeafe, “continue toothlefs during 
life: indeed this but feldom happens, but it is oftener 
obfervéd, that through a fevere difeafe tome of the 
téeth are wanting , particularly of thofe cailed the 
incifores s fome bf which, however, are renewed 
‘about the feventh year, or fometimes later, when the 
&rít, called We or milk teeth, ufually fall out; 
for when the difeafe is violent, and of along con- 
 tinuance 


3 
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tinuance, as the bones are feverely affected, it is no 
wonder that the teeth are in like manner affected. 
Under the adamantine fhell, or enamel (fo called), 
which projects above the gums, is concealed a more 
tender boney fubftance, which when corrupted the 


tooth crumbles to pieces. Ghffon* obferves, that. 


when dentition is joined to the rickets it very much 


accelerates the progrefs of the difeafe: and he alfo 


fays, Dentes nigrefcere, aut fruftillatim excidere, pe- 
riculo mon vacat s. atque id eo pejus efl, quo tardius 
ali in eorum locum fuccrefcunt: “* "That when the 
* teeth grow black, or crumble to pieces, the child 
** js not void of danger; and that it 1s ftill the more 
* dangerous the longer time that others take in 
* fpringing up in their places.” For a phyfician 
may from this circumítance learn that the difeafe 
is violent, if the fecond teeth ftill lurking in the 
fockets have been affected by the firft decayed teeth 
placed over them, or at leaft, that it will more dif- 
ficultly yield to the prefcribed remedies, and be 
more flowly eradicated. ‘The famous Bwcbzer, al- 
ready mentioned T, has obferved, 74 dentibus oriri 
snorbum,, unde, fi infans ferius, poft primum annum, 
v.g. anno uno C9 dimidio, aut quadrante, aut plane 
expleto jam annorum. binario, dentes edat, utut. antea 
vegetus FP alacris fuerit, metuendum eft, ne in fpiua- 
lem morbum incidat, five convulfiones dentitioni accedant, 
vel nog. Iu Rachitide imperfetta dentes, carie. ejetii, 
feptimo anno reparantur, im perfe£ia vero non: ** that 
«. the difeafe begins in the teeth; whence, if an in- 
* fant cuts its teeth late, viz. after the firft year, 
* in a year and half, or three quarters, or at the 
* expiration of two years, though he had been be- 
* fore robuft and lively, it is to be feared, that he 
* will fall into the fpinal difeafe, whether convul. 
* fions accompany dentition or not. In the imper- 

* fecl 


* De Rachitide, Cap. XXIII. p. 287, 288. 
+ Difputat. ad morb. hiftor. opera Halleri, Tom. VI. p. 286, 
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* fect rickets the carious teeth are fupplied by new 
** ones in the feventh year, but not in the perfect.” 
It is to be remarked, that this author calls that the 
perfect rickets, when no hopes remain of curing the 
difeafe : Rachitts imperfecta difficulter, perfecta vix aut 
raro curatur. Saltem, oblata licet occafione, curam pe- 
viclitari noluit : ** The imperfect rickets is with dif- 
** ficulty cured, the perfect, feldom or never. At 
** Jeaft he would not hazard a cure, though an op- 
* portunity offered." Which fentiment, however, 
cannot be commended, as patients have often reco- 
vered from this and other dileafes, though given over 
by all who faw them. | 

But he obferved, that the. difeafe commonly 
proved fatal, if a remarkable ftench of the mouth 
accompanied the caries of the teeth. Moreover he 
has confirmed * that prognoftic of Gliffon concerning 
the flow eruption of the new teeth in a ricketty child ; 
for the firft teeth were cut flowly, and with almoft 
continual convulfions ; then all the figns of a com- 
mencing rickets declared themíelves; the teeth be- 
came yellow, then black, and dropped out, fo that 
the child lived for five years toothlefs ; one tooth 
{prung up in the eleventh year of its age, which re- 
mained until death put an end to its miferable life 
in its fourteenth year. A copper-plate, annexed to 
this differtation, exhibits the wonderful deformity of 
a body fo long affected with the rickets. 

For though ricketty children often fall much fooner 
victims to this difeafe, yet many recover from it; but. 
they are deformed, and lead a miferable life, almoft 
incapable of every kind of occupation, unlefs pro- 
per remedies are in time applied ; which will be here- 
after treated of. Hence Giiffon, + treating of the 
prognoftics of this difeafe, thus fays: Qui flatum 
morbi attingunt, quo nhempe is non amplus augetur, 
omnes, fi rette tratientur, evadunt, nifi forte alius mor- 

bus 

* Difputat. ad orb. Hiftor. opera Halleri, Tom. VI. p. 280. 
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bus fet conjuntlus, aut cafu aliquo, fuperveniat, egrum- 
que in augmentum ulterius deturbet. — Declinatio fymp- 
tomatum fimiliter, fed certius, fanitatis reftitutionem 
pollicetur : ** All thofe who reach that ftate of the 
* difeafe, wherein it appears to be at a ftand, efcape - 
* if they are rightly treated, unlefs fome other dif- 
* eafe is by chance complicated with it, or acci- 
** dentally happens, and hurries on a farther aug- 
* mentation thereof. A declenfion of the fymptoms 
“in like manner, but more certainly, promifes refto- 
** ration of health.” 

Which, daily increafing, often leave fimilar perni- 
cious difeafes during life, chiefly the fpina ventofa; 
and a caries of the bones.] It was before demon- 
ftrated, that the bones have ‘not a due firmnefs in 
ricketty bodies; hence they retain ‘not their natural 
fituation and figure when they are prefs'd by the in- 
cumbent weight of the body in an ere& pofture ; 
whence the {pina dorfi is fo often deformed, and. 
allo the inferior extremities: the fame happens in 
the fuperior extremities, when thefe little patients, 
in a conftant fedentary pofition, or as they lie in 
their beds, ftrive with their hands and arms to change . 
the fituation of the body, which, if it remains for 
a long time in the fame pofture, begets an uneafy 

 fenfation even in found and robuft men: whence it 
1s alfo obferved, that the healthy fometimes as they 
fleep change their pofture, to remove the uneafinets 
they feel from a long preffure of the body on a par- 
ticular part during the time of fleep. For unlefs 
this change of fituation was now and then obtained, 
the circulation would be ftopped in thofe parts we 
lie on, and a gangrene would enfue in the parts thus 
exceedingly compreffed ; as phyficians lament is fre- 
quently the cafe when ftupid and foporific patients 
feel not that uneafinefs, and their nurfes, though | 
advifed to fhift-them from fide to fide, are negligent 
in performing that duty. But as a perfect exercife 
of the fenfes ftill attends ricketty childre, thefe mi- — - 
' | ferable 
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ferable little creatures the more frequently uf their 
hands to change their pofition of body; hence the 
epiphytes of the radius, ulna, and os humeri protu- 
berate, and the middle parts of the bones between 
the joints, wanting a due firmneds, begin to be in- 
curvated. ‘The action of the mufcles affixed to the 
bone might alfo change the natural figure of thefe 
bones, which are exceffively flexible in this difeafe : 
but it before appeared, that the amplitude and 
ftrength of the mufcles are diminifhed, and that 
their activity decreafes in the rickets; whence this 
is perhaps to be lefs dreaded, for the preceding rea- 
fon; but when their loft ftrength is by a happy 
cure reftored to the mufcles, and a firmnefs alfo gra- 
dually fucceeds in the bones, then the figure of 
thefe incurvated bones is often amended by the fole 
power of the muícles afixed to them. ‘This matter 
will be more fully difplayed when we come to the 
cure of this difeaíe. D’ Aubenton, who was very ac- 
curate not only in defcribing the ftructure of the 
human body, but was incomparably curious in that 
kind of anatomy ufually called comparative, which de- 
{cribes the parts of animals, and compares them with the 
human parts of the fame names, whereby the Know- 
ledge of all the functions is much enlightened, (in 
his defcription of the moft precious mufeum of na- 
tural hiftory, * the care of which is committed to him, 
and in the difcharge of which duty he has acquitted 
himfelf with fo much reputation) deferibes many {pe- 
cimens, fome alfo by very accurate drawings, which 
evidently teach us in what a wonderful manner the 
human bones may be changed in this difeafe ;- and 
even how the very fubftance of thefe bones is at 
length fometimes miferably deítroyed. But as the 
morbid ftate of the bones can be more accurately 
ebíerved in dry bones, he therefore has kel 

eli- 


* Hiffoire naturelle avec 1a defcription du Cabinet du Roy, 
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delineated fome fkeletons, in which the bones re- 
mained annexed to each other by their own liga- 
ments. All thefe things deferve to be attentively 
read and confidered. | 
Bucbner,* has delineated a girl who, for fourteen 


years, was affected with the rickets before the died - 


of that difeafe. In this figure appears indeed a very 
great deformity of the limbs, but the ftate of the 
bones ftill covered by the foft parts is not feen; but 
in the diffection of the body of the fame girl + we 
thus read: Supra modum molles S fciflu faciles carti- 
lagines erant. Ipfa vero ofla cartilagineam maturam, 
&S mollitie, €9 facie ipfa, emulata funt. Cultro ana- 
fomico ab[que vi totum os femoris difcidi. Articuli 
a naturali fua conftitutione, uti totum corpus, degene- 
raverant. Ita contracia & collapfa pelvis offa erant, 
ut digitum ano immiffum vix admitterent, atque ut 
inde tota vefica in abdomen expuifa peregrinaret. Cavum 
ofium fiftuloforum ex binis oppofitis lateribus admodum 
eompre[Jum erat, ut cavitas cylindrica in planam &8 
paralelogrammiformem mutata. effet: ** The cartilages 
* were beyond meafure foft, flexible, and eafily 
“ divided. The very bones themfelves refembled 
* cartjlages, both in appearance and foftnefs. I cut 
** the thigh-bone through with a diffecting knife 
** with all imaginable eafe. ‘The joints as well as 
* the whole body had degenerated from their na- 
“tural form. The bones of the pelvis were fo 
** contracted and collapfed, that they would hardly 
admit of the introduction of the finger up the anus, 
** and thereby the whole bladder was forced out into 
“* the cavity of the abdomen. The cavity of the fiftu- 
lous bones had been fo much compreffed on the 
** oppofite fides, that their cylindrical cavity had 
been changed. into the form of a parallelogram." 
D’ Aubenion t alfo obferved like wonderful deformi- 
ties in the bodies of perfons who died of the riclfets, 
bio hw ur. / but 

* Difputat. ad morb. Hiftor. opera Haller, Tom. VI. p, 300. 
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ut they were fo various, that he defpaired of giving 
an exact deicription of them, though the bones of 
this fkeleton, connected by its real ligaments, re-- 
mained in as natural a fituation as poffibly could be 
expected. Whence he. thus finifhes his account of 
this {keleton: Uno verbo dicam, pleraque offa compla- 
nata fuifle diverfimode fecundum. illerum longitudinem, 
** I fhall, in one word, fay, that the bones were, for 
** the moft part, flattened divers ways, according to 
eth.” "This fkeleton was three feet, two 


inches, long ; though from the dimenfions of one. of 
the bones, and from obferving the progrefs of the 
offification, the patient had probably been fubject to 
this difeafe for eighteen or twenty. years before it 
proved fatal. lr was before remarked in §. 1316, 
where difficult labour was treated of, that the mid: 
wives always dread a difficult labour, when they af- 
fift thofe lying-in women who, in their youth, had 


‘laboured under the rickets; efpecially if any re- 


markable deforinity remains about the ultimate ver- 
tebres of the loins, and the bones which conftitute the 
cavity of the pelvis; which may.-nat only caufe a 
dificult labour, but fometimes alfo a total impoffi- 
bility of excluding the infant, See what has been. 
farther faid in that fection. po din | | et 

Similar inconveniences may arife from the fame 
caufe, when the cavity of the thorax is ítraitened 
through the deformity of the back bone, fo that the 
lungs cannot be freely expanded; whence trouble- 


 fome and perpetual coughs, an incurable afthma, an 


incredible anxiety, the face livid, and fwelled by an 


increafed or flight motion 6f the body, impofthumes 
| of the lungs, an incurable confumption, hard {chire 


‘ruffes, and adhefions of the lungs with the pleura, 


| enfue ; as appears from the preceding obfervations, 


. But wonderful defects have alfo been obferved 
in the. reít of the bones of the body. D’Au- 
genton +, in the ricketty fkeleton juft now men- 


You. XVII. | tioned, 


T In loco eitato, p. 74. 


498 The RicKxeTs. Se. 1487. 
tioned, cut through a part of the occiput and offa 
parietalia, and found the parietal bones, in fome 
places, half an inch thick, but fo thin in others, 
that light might be feen through them ; he found alfo 
fuch thin places in the bones of the forehead, of the 
temples, and in thofe of the hinder part of the head. 
Quere, are fuch thin places found in the bones of 
the extremities ? in which danger of a fracture is to be 
apprehended from the leaft force. In another fkele- 
ton, whofe figure he fhews in an annexed * copper- 
plate, marked with the letter E, appeared the 
traces of fome joinings, as it were, all round the 
circumference of the middle parts of the bones of 
the radius, ulna, arms, thighs, tibia, and fibula ; 
and even fome fimilar traces appeared in the ribs. 
This famous man doubted whether thefe were 
not the traces of fractures confolidated by means of 
a callus. The difficulty which feemed to oppofe 
this opinion was, how fo many bones could be 
broken in this body, and the fra&ures be again fo . 
well confolidated. He was, therefore, more willing 
to believe that they were to be attributed to the 
rickets: and that this difeafe, which fo difturbs the 
growth of the bones, had inverted the natural order 
of offification, which begins in the middle, and pro- 
ceeds towards the extremities of the bones; but, 
that in this difeafe, the middle part of the bones had 
remained a long time cartilaginous, whilft the offifi- 
cation had, in the mean time, begun to proceed 
from both extremities towards the middle; and that 
both thefe offifications, which began from the extre- 
mities, meeting in the middle, might have produced 
thofe traces of the joinings; nay, formerly, before 
the bones had become intirely hard, they mighe have — 
been bent in the middle, particularly in early infancy. | 
From whence he infers, that if a mother of fuch 
an infant, in the time of her pregnancy, had feen 4 
malefactor broke on the wheel, the infant born rick- 
| | t ety 
* Difputat. ad morb. hiftor. opera Halleri, Tom. VI. p.76. - 
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etty, with the bones flexible in the middle, would 
afford a fpecious argument for thofe who endeavour 
to defend the power of the imagination of the mo- 
ther on the foetus contained in the womb. . 
But it is worthy of obfervation, that the rickets is 
feldom or never a difeafe born with the foetus, as ' 
has been fupported by many arguments in $. 1481; 
and though the foetus were already infected by this 
difeafe, in the mother's womb, the diforder could 
not have gathered fuch ftrength, in the early period 
of time after nativity, as to occafion fo many broken 
bones. For the whole hiftory of the difeafe teaches, 
that the rickets begins its attack later, and makes a 
much flower progrefs. | | ; 
But íeveral authors have taken notice, that the 
bones are eafily broken in ricketty children. The 
celebrated Petit *, where he treats of the morbid 
change of the bones in the rickets, fays, that the os 
humeri is indeed fcarcely changed in figure, as it is 
every where girded with mufcles which are of almoft 
equal ftrength, neither is it obliged to fuftain the 
weight of the body like the os femoris; yet he re- 
marks, that when the bones have been already much 
foftened by the difeafe, then in the part where the 
deltoid and anterior brachial mufcles are inferted, the 
os humeri is fo incurvated, that the anterior part be- 
comes convex, and the pofterior concave: erum 
— fepiffme in boc loco os invenitur femifratium, quod 
— pluribus vicibus viderat. Hoc infortunium non tantum 
ef bumeri accidit, fed fepe etiam coftis, uti © media 
parti ofium femoris €9. crurum. ** But the bone is 
** very often found half broken in that place; which 
* he had frequently feen. This misfortune not 
' * only happens to the os humeri, but often alfo to 
. * the ribs, as alfo to the middle parts of the bones 
* of the thighs and legs.” Buchner + obferved, 
that the thigh bone was broke, by a very flight 
Es ftroke, 
DUE Traite des maladies des Os, Tom. ii. p. 547, 548. __ 
—— * Difputat. ad Morbor. Hiftor. opera Halleri, Tom. VI. pag. 
| 279- 
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ftroke, in the latter days of a girl who died of the - 
rickets, in the fixteenth year of her age, though fhe — 
was not able to fit, much lefs walk, in the ultimate 
 ftage of this di feafe. Another girl, who was fuckled 
almoft two years, and perfectly healthy during that 
period of time, afterwards became ricketty ; and, ui. 
the third year óf her age, by only running in the ftreet, a 
broke her thigh bone ; ; and though that fra€ture was 
found confolidated, upon diffe&ing her body after » 
"her death, which happened in the tenth year of her 
age, yet fhe was, by the violence of the difeafe, de- 
prived of the power of walking, i in | her life time, 
after that fracture;  *' 

‘I believe thefe circumftances are (üfcient to 
prove; that the diminifhed folidity of the bones, in 
this difeafe, often occafions fractures of thefe bones. - 
Befides, itis worthy of notice, that the epiphyfes of. — 
the bones grow protuberant at the joints, (vide $. — 

1485. NO. B ) whence all the bones generally fwell | 
about their joints, às D' Aubenton thas obferved in — 
the fkeletons of rickety perfons ; - particularly, the # 
bones of the thighs and legs labour under this defect 
at their joints ; nor have the Cavities of the | joints an 
amplitude large enough in proportion, to receive the 
head | of the articulating bone, as its bulk is in- 
creafed 'by the difeafe : hence arifes danger. of an eafy 
 diflocation of the joint; ‘which perhaps more fre- 
quently happens in the rickets than is believed. — 
Whillt Gliffon'|| recites the prognoftic fiens of this 
difeafe, | ‘he, amongít others, obferves : - Oui crura 
furfum: trabunt, neque ea lubenter! extendi patiuntur, 
difficulter’ curantur. «.** "T hofe who draw their legs. 
d upwards, and fuffer them not to be extended wil. 

* lingly; are difficul tly cured.” ‘If the head of thé 

thigh bone ‘enters’ not. deep enough into its focket; 

in a ricketty child, where the ligaments are relaxed, — 

it eafil falls out ; and when it has thus flipped out — 
of the j joint, it is again LOI WUT upwards by she muf- - 


é é cles ; : 


1 Hifoire naturelle avec la defeript, du Cabinet du Roy, Tom. 
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cles; whereby the limb is fhortened, nor can it be 
extended without great pain.. Perhaps this ultimate 
prognoftic alfo refpects this circumftance: Qui faci- 
cilius tolerant omnimodam jatiationem corporis, ceteris 
paribus, facilius curantur: ‘ Thofe who moft eafily 
** bear a toffing of the body every way, caeteris pa- 
** ribus, are moft eafily cured." For this patience, 
in fuftaining every kind of motion, fhews that the 
joints are not only good, but that the breaft is alto 
free ; which is a very good fign. Whence thefe mi- . 
ferable little patients are incapable of moving their 
own bodies; nor can their fituations be changed by. 
others, without danger of an immediate fuffoca-. 
tion, when the rickets is far advanced, and a fatal 
event is apprehended. Buchner * faw the whole train. 
of fuch miferies in a ricketty girl, who, in the lat, 
period of her life, integro pede brevior reddebatur, €2. 
magno capite, ac inter elevatas fcapulas quaft gompboft . 
immiffo, bracbiis S pedibus curvatis mirumque intortis, 
elevato frerno C9. eminente abdomine, ex bomine in mon- 
firum degenerabat.. Tunc, nequidem federe valens, €. 
bracbits C9. dorfo, miferandum [pe&aculum! fufpendenda 
erat, Et retro, nifi caput perpetuo muniretur, mox 
totum cadebat ; quo nempe curvatura vertebrarum colli- 
 divertebatur, ** was rendered fhorter by an entire 
** foot; had a large head, funk in, as if faftened by 
* the future called Gompbofis, between her elevated 
** fhoulder blades ; her arms and legs incurvated and 
** diftorted in a furprizing manner; the fternum 
.** raifed up and fharp, and the abdomen. prominent ; 
. fo that from a human being the had degenerated 
.** into a monfter ; being then unable to fit, oh piti- 
© ful fpectacle! fhe was obliged to be fufpended by. 
“the arms and back. And if the head was not 
.* perpetually propped behind, it quickly fell backs 
.** wards : by which means the curvature of the ver- 
|t tebres of the neck was even turned on one fide. 
It alfo feems very greatly to be feared in thofe who 
recover from a long continued rickets, left that be- 
b ARX ~ fides 
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fides the deformity of ftature, there fhould from 
thence remain fuch a change of the fabrick in the 
bones, as afterwards may produce bad difeafes of the 
bones, very difficult to be cured, namely a caries, 
and the fpina ventofa. 

It has before appeared, that, by the very neceflary 
aétions of health, thofe particles are wafted in a firm 
and found bone, and as it were, vanifh out of the 
body, on which the firmnefs and ftrength of the bones 
depend; which, if not reftored by the action of the 
veffels and vifcera, from the aliments converted into 
the nature of the fluid and folid parts of the body, 
the ftru&ure of the bones will degenerate from its 


natural genius, and at length become morbid, iP 


the fame defect remains a long time. But as the 
whole hiftory of the rickets teaches, that the dif- 
eafe injures the folid parts of the body, particularly 


the bones, it will not appear wonderful, that traces — 


iof the diforder remain in the bones where the difeate 
has been a long time endured; which will manifeft 
themfelves upon the recovery of ftrength and 
health, and will fometimes require to be feparated 
from the found parts of the bones; which indeed 
might fuccefsfully be done, if a way was prepared 
for the exfoliation of the affected bone, by a plenti- 
ful fuppuration of the foft parts; but this good 
luck feldom happens, as a great difpofition to putre- 


faction attends this difeafe when grievous, which, 


fometimes attains fuch a vaft malignity, that Buch- 


ner * faw a miferable girl, who, the laft day of her - 


life, adeo tetram ore exfpiraffe mephitim, a qua fanifi- 
mus volucris, cavee, qua puelle vertici perpendicularis. 


imminebat, inclufus, mox enecatus efl, ** breathed fo. 


* foul a ftench from her mouth, that a very healthy 


* bird, in a cage which hung over her head, was. 


* immediately killed by it.” 

But as every thing, that regards this matter, was 
before treated of, in a particular chapter on the di- 
feafes of the bones, in §; 512, and the following, 
thoíe paffages may be referred to. 

SE C T, 

* Difput, ad morbor, hiftor. opera Halleri Tom, vi p. 279. 
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N D during thé whole couife of this 
| difeafe, a flow, flight fever doth con- 
fume the body until death; and then do all 
the fibres, membranes, veffels, and vifcera, 
appear foft, and withered, the humours all 
diffolved and flimy. So that we may conclude 
the proximate caufe of this difeafe, to be a 


fluggith, flimy, cold, and vapid, cacochymy; 


perhaps with a mixture of a latent venereal 
virus, together with a very loofe fabrick of 
the folid parts. : 


The rickets proceeds flowly : and not only rriakes its 
progrefs for many months, but alfo for years, before 
it deftroys the body ; as may be eafily collected from 
what has been betore faid. For it has been proved 
by many inftances, that the firft fymptoms of the 
cómmencing difeafe manifeft themfelves after the 
firft cutting of the teeth; and that a miferable life has 
been dragged on to the fourteenth or fixteenth year 
of the patient's age, before death put an end to its 


train of calamities. But it is to be confidered, that 


many, who are afflicted with the rickets in a tender 
age, Ítll fuffer much longer. Giliffon* remarks, 


‘that thofe who are not perfectly cured before thé 


expiration of their fifth year, afterwards furvive 
as miferable, ailing, creatures, and die afthmatic, 
cachectic, or confumptive, before they arrive af 
manhood; Vel faltem gibbofos, nanos, curvos, aut 
aliter. deformes, poftmodum fuperefé, ‘* or they at 

Kk 4 ** leaft 


* De Rachitide, Cap. xxiii. pag. 289, 
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* leaft remained hump-back dwarfs, or otherwife 
* deformed.” But it is a known fact, that every 
difeafe is terminated in a threefold manner: for it 
either ends in health, death, or turns to another di- 
feafe different from the former, to which, as the 
caufe, it owes its origin. Thus a hump-backed 
perfon is no longer called ricketty, though that de- 
formity of the back may proceed from a preceding 
rickets: the fame is true with refpect to other defor- - 
mities, the confequences of the rickets. But here it 
is affirmed, that a flow, flight, fever, gradually 
preys upon the body until death, in the real rickets, 
though it often ceafes, when that difeafe is afterwards 
Changed into another. 

Yet it may be doubted, whether a flight fever 
accompanies this difeafe in the very firft period of 
its invafion. RÀ b» ity 

Gliffon *, who examined this difeafe with fo much 
care, confeffes as follows: deo lente [enfmmque ob-- 
epit, ut ad plures meufes vix fui manifefia veftigia pro- 
dat, mifi forte a vebementifimis caufis ejus progrefus 
promoveatur, ut a morbo violentiore aut colliquantes feu 
antecedente, feu fuperveniente. ‘ lt fteals on fo 
* flowly, and gradually, that it hardly difclofes any 
* maniteft traces for many months, unlefs that its 
progrefs is accidentally promoted by the moft ve- 
hement caufes ; fuch as a very violent or colliqua- 
tive difeafe, whether preceding, or coming. after."* 
It-is by all agreed, that this flow, {mall, fever at- 
tends the difeafe when more advanced ; but it is tar, 
ditas moius bujus morbi in [ua prima invafione, “ flow 
* of motion in the firft invafion of this difeate." 
iut the figns of the commencement of this difeafe in 
young children, who had not as yet begun to walk, 
were treated of in $.. 1485 : where the unufual flac-, 
cid ftate of ricketty dead bodies was alfo remarked, 
in No..5 » whereasit ufually happens, that thofe. who 
die of other difeafes,. grow {tiff not only after, but 

fometimes: 
* De Rachiüde, Cap, cxvull. p. 219. * 
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 Íometimes before death alfo: whence the parents or 
relations of a dead body pay it their laft. duty by 
clofing the eye-lids and mouth of it, left it fhould: 
be a horrid fpectacle, thefe parts remaining open after 
death : they in like manner place the head in a right 
fituation, and join the hands. If this duty was too 
long delayed after death, the body would become 
fo ftiff, that this pious work could no longer be ex-: 
ecuted, or at lealt not without great difficulty ; but | 
all the joints remain flexible in ricketty dead bodies, 
and the large head falls, from its weight alone, to 
. this or that fide, if not fupported. 

The humours all diffolved and flimy.] ©The ob- 
- fervations made in the chapter de morbis vifcerum: 
debilium et laxorum, ** on weak and lax vitcera,” 
in Section 41, and the following fections, merit at- 
. tention here, as alfo the remarks on the difeafes of 
weak and lax fibres, in Sect. 24, and on the fimilar 
defects in the veffels, in Sect. 38, &c. for all thefe' 
alfo take place in the rickets. it was demonftrated, 
in Sect. 25, that a defect of the mufcular motion is’ 
to be defervedly recited amoneft the primary caufes 
of the weaknefs and laxity of the fibres ; it appeared, 
in Sect. 30, that the fibres are weak in infants, grow- 
ing children, and fuch as lead fedentary inadtive 
lives; in Sect. 35, 2. that the folid fibres, when too 
{tiff and elaftic, are amended by reft and much found 
fleep in a humid and cold air, for thus they are ren-- 
dered weaker and fofter ; in Sect. 43, 3. that flug- | 
gifhnefs of the fluids circulating through the greater - 
veffels, which depends upon the diminifhed quantity _ 
of aqueous fluidity, and languid mufcular motion is. . 
from thence deduced ;. but all thefe matters are men- 

tioned in the hiftory of the rickets. In Sect. 44, 
the diforders that arife from a debility and re- 
laxation of the veffels- and vifcera are enumerated, 
particularly the cachexy, and cachochymy, together 
with. their fatal confequences, conjumptions, ihe empye- 
ma, dropfy, and atrophy, all. which are obferved in 

| hee: i the 
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the courfe of the rickets. It was proved, in Se&t. 
48, that the blood in very robuft bodies is exceflive 
denfe, tough, and mild, but in very tender bodies 
diffolved, thin, light, and acrimonious. 

All thefe circumítances therefore confpire together 
in the rickets to caufe a diffolution of the humours, 
nor has the blood an healthy firm confiftence, but 
only a clammy, glutinous lentor, which has been 
treated of in Sect. 69, and the following fections. 

Obfervations worthy of credit confirm what has 
been juft now faid: the celebrated du Verney * af- 
firms, Carnes Rachiticorum albas, molles, decolores, 
effe, fanguinem autem aquofum, { valde. diffolutum : 
* that the flefh of ricketty children is white, foft, 
<¢ and almoft colourlefs, and the blood watery and 
* very much diffolved.” Buchner + teftiGes, that 
in the dead body of a ricketty girl fanguis fummo- 
gere tenuis, refolutus, €& rutilus, erat: ** the blood 
** was extremely thin, diffolved, and florid.” 

‘Wherefore we may conclude the proximate caufe, 
&c.] From the whole hiftory of the rickets, hi- 
therio defcribed, follows the proximate caufe thereof, 
fuch as is here defcribed. That is called the proxi- 
mate caufe of a difeafe which directly conftitutes 
the whole prefent diforder; the prefence whereof 
founds and continues the difeafe, and the abfence of 
which removes it. For the humours. degenerate: 
from thofe qualities which are required in. health,. 
and then a cacochymy is faid to exift ; which may 
be of various kinds, but is in this difeafe found to: 
be inert, vapid, and flimy. The fabric of the folid: 
parts of the body here is alfo too lax, as has been: 
demonftrated ; but our humours are fo concocted by 
the ftrength of our veffels and different vifcera, that 
they acquire the natural qualities required for: health; 
and therefore they gradually degenerate when the 
ftrength of the folids is debilitated. 

| And 
* Traite des maladies des Os, Tom. II. p. 291. 
t: Difputat. ad morb. hiftor. opera Halleri, Tom. VI. p. 281; 
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-* And it is alfo propofed by way of a doubt, whether 
there is not perhaps fomething of a venereal virus 
in the rickets, but of the mildeft kind. 

— » The celebrated Affruc * believed, that the conta-: 
gion of the venereal difeafe may fometimes: be of a 
very mild nature, fo as to be gradually broke down 
by the vital powers, and decreafe in quantity, 
and finally vanifh totally from the body. But he 
fays, that this happinefs is never to be expected un- 
lefs the venereal virus has been benign, and fmall 
in quantity, the blood alfo pure, and its component 
parts duly mixed and perfectly elaborated ; and if 
the virus was not in this manner entirely diffipated 
from the body, he conceived, that part of it might 
{till lurk a long time there, fed ita coércitum & re- 
frenatum, ut effeciu careat y feu, quod idem eft, lates 
bit quidem in fanguine, fed latebit innoxie, quemadmo- 
dum in praxi videre obvium efl, * but fo reftrained 
* and curbed, as to be incapable of producing its 

ufual effect; or which is the fame thing, it will 
indeed remain in the blood, but will continue there 

* entirely harmlefs, as may be obvioufly feen in 

* practice.” But if the blood degenerates from its 

found nature by a fever, or any other difeafe, by 

errors in diet, lofs of reft, a furfeit, &c. eadem ra- 
tione venenum antea latens viribus C9 copia promte in- 
valefcet, naturali ferocie veflituetur y; unde Lues ma- 
azifeffa, ** for the fame reafon the poifon before la- 

* tent may quickly increafe in power and quantity, 

** reaffume its natural fury ; aad hence a manifeft 

'CiLiues;? : 

He endeavours to confirm his opinion by an at-. 
gument drawn from uncultivated trees, the fruit 
of which yields a rough four juice, but becomes fo 

mild when planted and cultivated in gardens, that 

- its flavour is very pleafing to the palate; but if the 

hand of the gardener ceafes from a due culture of 

fuch trees, the fruit returns to its former roughnefs. 
He 


€c 


€c 
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He affirms this to be the cafe in the venereal difeafe, 


ey 


which inoffenfively lurks inthe body : quamdiu fan- 


guis purior largiorem fimilis veneni renovationem re- 
frenaturus eff ; fue vero redditur. native ferocie C9 
virulentia, ubi primum depravata fanguinis integritate 


datur latenti veneno mocendi locus: ** as long as the_ 


* pure blood prevents a renovation of fimilar poi- 
* fon, but is reftored to its natural fiercenefís and 
* virulence, when the blood, being firft depraved in 
* its quality, an opportunity offers for the latent vi- 
* rus to exert its virulence." | 


Hence heexplains, why the Lues may fometimes fol-- 
low, when either of a married couple carries the lurking ' 


venereal virus in the body, though they hàve a long 
time lived togéther in wedlock totally free from a 
declared venereal difeafe. Id enim fupponit, quidpiam 
ex alterutra parte mutatum fuiffe, unde contagium, 
quod ab infeti2 viro manat, jam efficacius fit, vel fan- 
guis mulieris, qui inficiendus eft, ad concipiendum ve- 
nenum agis comparatus: ** For it fuppofes that 


** fomething has been changed in one fide or the other ;. 


from whence the contagion which 1s emitted from 


* or the blood of the woman which is to be in- 


* feéted more predifpofed for the reception of the. 


3 


*.poifon." But as that famous man ftates, that 
ftrumous and ricketty difpofitions are fymptoms of 
a degenerated Lues: hence he from the fame foun- 
dation explains, why out of many children begotten 
by the fame parents, fome afterwards labour under 
the rickets, and feveral others of them do not. Jd 
enim arguit, bunc aut illum, nativa corporis conftitu- 


tione, vel morbis, qui, dum utero geftantur, matrem de- 


bilitant, ceteris imbecilliorem effe, unde contagio altius 
infiiaiur : “© This argues, that this or that child, 
* by its natural conftitution of body, or from fome 
* difeafe that debilitates the mother during preg- 
«c 
* more deeply infected with the contagion,” But it 

— - «tas 


M 


the infected man becomes now more vigorous, 


nancy, is weaker than the reft; whence it 1s 
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_ fas appeared from the hiftory of the venereal difeafe, 
that the moft perfect and robuít health weakens not 
the virus received into the body; but on the con- 
trary, that the healthieft youths who are moft full 
of juices are the worft infected by impure venery. 
. Nay if any part of the venereal contagion ftifl 
lurks in the body after a cure has been attempted, 
all the fymptoms of the difeafe are hufhed and lie 
dormant as long as the miferable patients languifh, 
and are exhaufted by rough mercurials, and a fevere 
courfe of diet ; but the fymptoms again repullulate, 
asíoon as the body is filled with good nourifhment, 
and the ftrength has returned; and fometimes the 
cure muft be repeated. Befides, the fymptoms of the 
‘venereal difeafe are entirely different from thofe which 
accompany the rickets, as may be feen in Sect. 1482. 
. But the celebrated Afiruc-feems, in the fecond 
edition of his moft finifhed treatife. de Lue Venerea : 
** on the venereal difeafe," to have more accurately 
determined what he thought concerning the venereal 
difeafe, as a caufe" of the rickets. For although we 
read what I have juít now recited in the fifth chap- 
ter of the fecond book, yet we meet with fome 
things in another place * which are. not found in 
the firft edition. Where he treats of the various’ 
periods of the venereal difeafe, he fays, that he in 
filence had prudently paffed over not a few of thofe 
kinds of new difeafes which are by. many perfons 
believed to be bred or revived by the venereal dif 
eafe,; and he afterwards fubjoins, that numbers have 
; imagined, that the rickets proceeds from the fame 
fountain. Sed qui ita putant femper chorda oberrant 
eadem 5 fcilicet prabant. quidem egregie virus Vénereum 
degener producende Rachitidi [ymtalam ' conferre, ut 
{5 producendis mon paucis morbis alüs: probant vera 
ininime, venenum idem effe conjuntiam (5 adequatam 
toy By iA ^ ; x ape PL a PE ; caufam 


* De Morbis Venereis, Lib. I. Cap. XHI. Tom. I. p. 
FOI, 102, rears vd | is | 
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caufam Rachitidis; cum certum fit Racbitide faepius 
4entari infantes plurimos, quorum parentes omni Luis 
Veneree contagio perfettiffime [emper vacavere: ** But 
** thofe who are of that opinion always touch the 
** wrong {tring ; they indeed excellently prove, that 
** a degenerate venereal virus conduces towards the 
“ production of the rickets, as alfo towards the pro- 
* duction of many other difeafes ; but they do not at 
* all prove, that the fame virus is a conjunct and 
** adequate caufe of the rickets, as it is certain, that 
** many children, whofe parents have always been 
** perfectly free from the venereal difeafe, are often 
** attacked by the rickets.” 

It therefore does not appear, that the venereal 
difeafe can be enumerated amongft the caufes of the 
rickets ; as it is certain, that this difeafe arifes in in- 
fants without any fufpicion of a venereal contagion 
previoufly communicated. 

This opinion is farther confirmed, becaufe the 
rickets demands a very different cure from that of 
the venereal difeafe; and alfo becaufe thofe reme- 
dies which are recommended for the extinction of the 
venereal virus cannot in the leaft prove ferviceable 
in this.difeafe. For Giiffon * fays, Obfervavimus, 
pueros nounullos, unguentis mercurialibus illitos ad ne- 
candam fcabiem, in bunc poflea morbum incidiffe : « We 
** have feen fome children rubbed with mercurial 
** ointment to kill the itch, who have afterwards fallen 
** into this difeafe.’ 

Tt now remains that fomething may be faid of the 
cure of the rickets. 


* De Rachitide, Cap. XVI. p. 188. 
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^J T is beft cured by a light dry diet, not 
fat, of eafy digeftion, feafoned with the 
mildeft {pices, given often, but always in a 
. fmall quantity : By generous liquors drank in 
moderation, either wine, or well brewed beer, 
not ftale, but of the nature of Brunfwick 
mum: By a dry and warm air: By dry warm 
woollen clothing in preference to any other. 
. By lying upon mattraffes filled with aro- 
matic, ftrengthening, drying herbs, placed 
upon a wooden bedítead in the higheft and 
drieft apartment of the houfe: By toffing, 
fhaking, fwinging, dancing them, or by let- 
ting them ride in a coach up and down over 
the ftones, to fhake their bones and bowels, 
and thereby to ftrengthen them: By repeated, 
hot, dry frictions with flannels, or fumigations 
with the fmoak of aromatic herbs principally. 
applied to the abdomen and back-bone : By 
bliftering them fometimes, and giving gentle 
but repeated vomits, though with due pru- 
dence: By purging them for fome days fuc- 
ceffively with rhubarb, or fome other ftoma- 
chic purge: Laftly, By a long continued ufe 
of corroborant, drying, antifcorbutic, and ex- 
hilerating medicines. It is a query, Whether 
the cold bath would not prove advantageous to 
them, and whether any good can be done with 
any kinds of liniments { 


It 
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It is manifeft from what has been hitherto faid of 
the rickets, that the ftructure of the folid parts of 
the body is very lax, and wants due elafticity and 
ftrength ; whence almoft all thofe things. which 
were advifed before, in Sect. 28, for the cure of 
the folid fibres over-weakened and relaxed, are ge- 
nerally conducive to a cure here alfo ; except that 
for curing the rickets, rather drier food 1s ufually 
recommended, fo that phyficians advife ricketty pa- 
tients to refrain from the ufe of milk, panada, and 
broths, and advife in preference thereto a drier 
ciet. | 
By light dry food of eafy digeftion, &c.] Thofe 
aliments which.are eafily digefted, and have nothing 
glutinous in them, are made choice of, and thence 
are the more readily concocted by the force of the 
chylopoietic veflels, and changed into good chyle, 
It was remarked, in Sect. 1486, No. 3, that the ap- 
petite and digeftion remain unimpaired in this dif- 
eafe, which otherwife could not: be fo long endured. 
Yet thefe aliments are given in a. moderate quantity 
and often in the day, left a large quantity of chyle 
fhould load the lungs, more or leís prefléd on ac- 
count of the change in the cavity of the thorax. 
See Sect. 1487. Every thing that is fat is forbidden 
in the victuals of ricketty children, becaufe too 
great a foftnefs and debility of the folid parts already 
exift; and it is juftly to be feared, that. this kind 
of nourifhment may degenerate, in debilitated habits, 
into a rancid acrimony, which is the worft of all 
others. | | 
The aliments which particularly conduce to health 
in this difeafe are recited at this number in the Ma- 
teria Medica. | ! | 
- Bread, well fermented: and thoroughly baked, 1s 
principally recommended, for flour is of a remark- 
able clammy nature, which is corrected by ferment- 
ing the pafte or dough made of flour and. water, 
and raifing it into a greater mafs, before it is put 
| into 


| 
5 
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,Antó the oven; and baked into bread. | Robuft bo 
dies, exercifed by hard labour, can beat thefé lumps 
of dough, made of flour and water, when made into 
puddings, or bread made without a previous fer- 
mentation ; but weaker perfons, and thofe who are 
obliged to get their living by fedentary trades, mi- 
ferably languifh from fuch glutinous food. Bread 
thus well prepared and baked, is cut into thinner 
flices and again baked in the oven; from whence 
it is called double-baked, or bifcuit-bread ; which is 
then very dry, and may be preferved a long time 
from contracting any moifture or mouldinefs from 
the humid air, when clofely fhut up in wooden cafks. 
Tt is known, that the moft healthy food given to 
feamen on long voyages is bifcuit-bread. The bif- 
cuits for the ricketty fhould be made of the pureft 
wheat flour, with fome pleafant corroborant fpices$ 
or feeds mixed with them, but in a fparing quan- 
tity, that they may have a more pleafant tafte, and 
excite the languifhing ftrength by a gentle ftimulus. 
Children are fond of fuch bifcuits on account of 
their pleafant tafte, for they are immediately pene- 
trated and foftened by the faliva, fo that they feem ag 
it were to melt entirely in the mouth, and thus af- 
ford a very ufeful nutriment, which is alío very foon 
and eafily digefted by weak ftomachs. Moreover, as - 
the cutting of the teeth is often flow in this difeafe; 
and thofe teeth which firft appear become rotten and 
crumble to pieces; thefe thin bifcuits are therefore 
convenient for thofe who want their teeth, becaufe 
they are immediately foftened in the mouth. It is 
hardly credible, how very beneficial this bread is to 
the ricketty. I remember to have often feen the 
difeafe cured by this alone in its commencement : 
"whence the Dutch bakers fhops abound in a variety 
of thefe bifcuits, with which careful mothers coni- 
inonly indulge their darling children. 
Lean flefh meats of the animal clafs, patticularly 
the younger forts, are allowed, but either roafted of 
Vou. XVII. LI broiled ; 
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boiled ; the outfide. brown or cruft, produced by - 


the force of the fire, together with fome of the 


meat, drefíed in its own juices, immediately beneath © 


the outfide which prevents the exhalation. of. the 
finer particles, is taken off and minced with bifcuit 
feafoned with a little falt and the mildeft kind of 
fpices ; and thus a favoury meal is prepared which 
may alfo be profitable to thofe who.want their 
teeth. | | 

There are alfo fome very pleafant difhes made. of 
the produéts of ceres and raifins boiled till foft in 
water, to which a little wine is afterwards added with 
fome of the milder aromatics. 

By little drink well brewed, &c.] Beer is prin- 
cipally recommended in this cafe as a very antient 
kind of drink: for various nations, to whom nature 
has denied the culture of the vine, have devifed no 
unpleafant potable liquors for themfelves by brew- 
ing of corn with water, that allurements to drunk- 
ennefs might no where ceafe : whence the Egyptians, 
taught by Ofiris, made a drink of barley, of a fla- 


vour little inferior to wine, which they called éivo» 


uev ** wine: of barley.” But though a fimilar 
drink may be made of wheat, and the other pro- 
ducts of Ceres, that name ftill for a long time -re- 
mained in ufe : hence it is ufually called beer and 


ale; a Cerere, id eff fruge, vocata: eft enim potio-ex 
femrinibus frumenti, vario modo parata : * ** So called 


* from ceres, that is from corn, for this drink is 
“© made of the feeds of corn prepared in various 
** ways :" whence it was alfo called the wine of 
Ceres all over the feptentrional parts of Europe: 
for provident nature, the culture of the vine ceafing 
there, on account of the inclemency of the air, gave 
plenty of corn with a liberal hand to the inhabitants 
of thofe.countries ;; from whence they might. not 
enly furnifh themfelves with aliments in abundance, 

a Teque but 


* Videatür de his-Nonnius de re Cibaria, Lib. IV. Cap. 
XVL & XVII. 
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but drink alfo, like wine, neither unwholefome nor. 
difagreeable. Tacitus, treating of the manners of 
the Germans, teftifies, that they had ufed this drink 
from the remoteft ages. — Potus bumor ex. bordeoy aut 
frumento, in quamdam fimilitudinem vini corruptus : 
* "Their drink is the juice of barley, or corn, fer- 
*" mented into a certain fimilitude of wine.” 
It is known, that all kinds of corn abound in fuch , 
a fubftance, that men, and the moit part of animals, 
may be commodioufly nourifhed by it: but in all. 
grain there is more or lefs clammineis, which is di- ; 
vided and thinned by the fermentation excited in; 
dough made of corn; but when this corn is prepared 
for making of beer, another artifice is ufed to correct 
‘that glutinous quality. | | 
The barley is firft fteeped in water until it fwells ; 
then a germ or fprout buds out in every grain of it; . 
when fo germed, it is dried by the help of fire in 
a kiln conftruéted for that ufe: this can be feldom | 
accomplifhed without the affiftance of fire, and in 
the fummer months only, in the heat of the day; 
ittthen is turned up often, in the day upon a high 
boarded loft, that all the humidity left from the . 
fteeping' may be evaporated, and the commenced. 
germination be ftopped ; for if that fhould proceed 
much farther, the germ of the plant quickly growing . 
. would confume the nutritive part, which is contained _ 
in every fingle grain of corn, and ought to enrich | 
the beer brewed from it. It is a matter of great | 
importance, in making malt, to obferve nicely the . 
time when the commenced germination has fuffici- . 
ently attenuated thé mealy part of the corn, that the . 
germ which lurksin it may begin to be unfolded 
and grow; yet the increafe of the germ is not to . 
be affifted longer by the heat and humidity, left the 
 mealy part of the corn, on which the ftrength of 
the beer depends, fhould be too much coníumed; 
wherefore a farther germination is obftructed by dry- 
ing the cofn. Barley, wheat, and other kinds of 
j L132 corn, 
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Corn, ufed for making various kinds of beer or ale, 
Do longer retain their names after they have under- 
gone this commenced germination, but are gene- 
rally called maltum, ** malt.” eius * called it 
Buiuy; eff autem bordeum madefattum, deinde cum enatis 
ligulis toftum : ** but it is barley firft moiftened, and 
* then roafted with its budding blades :” hence the 
. brewers hire men well verfed in the art of making 
malt, and give them good falaries, unlefs they ra- 
ther choofe to attend this work themfelves. 

This malt is broken in a mill fo as to produce a 
coarfe kind of meal, which is infufed in {cald- 
ing yet not boling water; the liquor, ftrongly 
impregnated with the fubftance of the malt, is at- 
terwards more or lefs boiled according as the beer 
is required to be ftronger or weaker, which is drank 
at meals thus new, or after 1t has acquired from fer- 
mentation an inebriating power, and a fpirituous fra- 
grance, when it ought to be ufed with great cau- 
tion, for if drank to any excefs it brings on a more 
durable drunkennefs than is obferved to proceed 
from wine. Plimy, aftonifhed at this matter, ex- 
claimed, Heu mira vitiorum folertia, imoentum eft, 


quomodo aqua inebriaret : ** Alas, how wonderfully in- 
* genious is vice; a method has been difcovered of | 


* making men drunk with water!” 

The kinds of beer or ale, recommended for the 
ricketty, are not fermented, but are exceedingly fatu- 
rated with the nutritious fubftance of the corn, fo 


that they are defervedly called potable meats, can 


hardly be brought to ferment on account of their 
great denfity, unlefs they are firft diluted by a far- 
ther addition of water; for though in the prepara- 


tion of beer, as has been before faid, the malt is not - 


boiled but infufed in water fcalding hot, and mixed 


therewith by perpetual agitation, that the fubítance of © 
the corn may be diluted in the water, yet that infu- . 
fion is afterwards boiled when drawn. off from the - 


grains, 


* 'Tetrabib. 3, Serm. 2. Cap. XIX. 


Se&. 1489. The RrckeTs. — 517 | 


grains, and is thickened at will; whence the price 
of fuch beer rifes according to its degree of ftrength 
and thicknefs. Such beer is excellent whilít new, 
or wort; for old beer after fermentation becomes 
very clear, depofits a fediment, and acquires a vinous 
fragrance; but it 1s alfo rendered inebriating, and 
may be kept for many years. Brunfwick mum has 
obtained great fame amongft the different forts of 
beer ufeful in this cafe; which is fo thick, that it 
may be called a liquid extract of corn. Dut as a 
certain quantity of fuid is required to produce fer- 
mentation ; hence mum, as it is highly faturated with 


the fubttance of corn, remains unchanged though car- 


ried to diftant places. tis carried to the Eaft In- 
dies ; and I have tafted it when brought back from 
thence, and found it ftili unchanged. It is eafily 
underftood, that thefe kinds of beer thus brewed 
are not fit to quench thirít, but they poffefs a re- 
markable ftrenthening and nourifhing quality. One 
ounce of fuch beer is ufually given, with the bif- 
cuit, before recommended, three times a day, with 
excellent effect, to perfons labouring under the rick- 
ets. The Englifh or Dutch ftrong-beers are not fo 


thick as the Brunfwick mum, but have a more 


leafant flavour ; wherefore they are recommended 
in the Materia Medica in hot weather, when weak 
diluting liquors are moft grateful to every body, 
diluted with an equal quantity of Spa or fome 
other chalybeate water. It feldom happens, that 
young children are brought to the ufe of iuch drink; 
for beer mixed with water lofes rouch of its fweetnefs, 
and ftill more if mixed with medicinal waters. Wine 
and water mix together far better. An aftringent 
but ripe mellow red wine is preferable as a medicine, 
if taken with bifcuit. ! | 
But Hippocras, the wine fo called, is prepared by 
infufing four ounces of cinnamon, cut very fine but 
not pounded, in fix pounds of choice Rhenifh wine ; 
let the ingredients ftand in infufion without heat in 
E i lig a glais 
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a glafs veffel clofe covered; for twenty-four hours, 
having alfo added as much fügar as will fufficiently 
fweeten it; then the wine, thus rendered medicinal, 
is ftrained through à flannel bag fhaped like a cone, 
which by chemiits is called Hippocrates’s fleeve, and 
Kept in bottles well corkeds ^ 5050-4205 DIET 

Thus a moft grateful remedy is prepared, which 
contains only the moft fubtil fragrance of the cin- 
namon; let half an ounce of it only, with bifcuit, 
‘be given three or four times a day. hy 49d 


^ A fimilar kind of drink may alfo be made of 


other wines; inftead of Khenifh wine may be fub- 


{tituted red Florence, French claret, or. the Greek 
black aftringent wines ; for fuch wines contain a 
large quantity of [pirit, and have a corroborant 
quality. DE TENE ^T Beau 
^ By a dry and warm air.] It was faid in Sect. 
1444, that infants which are expofed to cold and 
moifture are feized with the rickets, particularly if 
they aré weakened by warm bathing, fomentations, 
‘or humid vapours. It has been manifefted, in Sect. 
1498, that the proximate caufe of this difeafe con- 
fits in an inadive, flimy, cold cachochymy, con- 
joinéd with à loofe fabrick of the folids ; from hence 
4t fpontaneoufly appears, that a dry and warm air 
is ufeful, becaufe it is oppofite to the nature of the 
difeafe; yet great héat both enervates and weakens, 
as the moft robuft men experience ; and if drynel3 
is not at the famé time alfo joined to a moderate 
heat of the air, it can be in no way whatever profit- 
able, for the relaxation of the folid parts is pro- 
moted by a moift warm air, and the dileate fuddenly 
increafes, ^ Thofe who inhabit the fea fhores are 
taught by experiénce to bafk their ricketty children 
in the warm fun, on the tops of fandy hills, to their 
great advantage, particularly in the fpring when the 
weather is ferene.. Buchner * remarks, that a girl, 


who | 


+ Difputat. ad morbpr. hiflor. opera Haller, Tom. VI. p. 
i 290; , ses ur LJ 4 EE" p.t wg) a) m» Xe " " "T ti^ H 


e 
42 ^ 


‘ 


Set. 1489. . The Rrcxers. 519 
who lived ricketty until the age of fourteen years, 
at laft funk under this difeafe, after a long preceding 
fouthern conftitution of the air had increafed all her 
evils. He obferved in another ricketty child *, 
that its feet were more capable of doing their of- 
fice in fummer than in winter, particularly when the 
weather was dry. But the difeafe fo prevailed during 
a preceding continued fouthern conftitution of the air, 
that the child wholly loft che ule of its feet: whence 
he feems, in his prognoftics of this difeafe, to have 
laid it down as a certain axiom T, that Auftrina tem- 
peftas Rachiticis mala y mala byems. | Coelum bumidum 


"Rachiticos facit : binc C9 morbum auget : ** A fouthern . 


* temperature of the air, and the winter feafon, are 
* prejudicial to ricketty perfons. Wet weather 
* makes children ricketty, and hence alfo it may in- 

* creafe the difeafe.” j 
By warm dry cloathing, &c.] This precept is of 
great importance; and if obferved is remarkably fer- 
viceable in the.cure of ricketty children. For unlefs 
their cloaths are dry, when warmed by the heat of the 
body they emit a humid vapour, which moiftening, 
further enfeebles the already too flaccid parts : hence 
] have always advifed, that the cloaths when taken 
off, fhould be carefully dried and fumigated with 
olibanum, and maftic, before they were again put on : 
the fame is alfo to be obferved in regard to the bed 
clothes. Flannel fhirts or fhifts are preferable to 
thofe made of linen; for linen ftrikes in the trick- 
ling moifture : hence it certainly heats the body, but 
with a humid heat, on account of the cutaneous ex- 
halation ftruck back ; which, when copious, pene- 
trates the linen fhirt and wets all the body.  Plan- 
nel is bibulous, and the thicker the flannel the more 
‘moifture it retains before it feels moift to the touch: 
hence flannel is to be carefully dried before it is 
! i dea afrefh 


^ 


Ll 


..* Difputat. ad morb. hiftor. opera Haller. Tom. VI. p. 284. 
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afrefh put on: but as the fuperficies of flannel is 
rougher than that of linen, a kind of friction is 
caufed by the motion of the body, if it touches it 
when naked, which is remarkably ufeful, as will 
be prefently faid. 18 065 or e WE MEA 
. By lying upon mattreffes filled with aromatic 
herbs, &c.| As ricketty children’ often have the 
thorax preffed to the fides, and raifed up into a fharp 


ridge at the fternum, hence the lungs are difficulty. 


expanded by the air infpired, and refpiration 1s com- 
monly difficult, particularly when the difeafe is in an 
advanced ftate ;; whence thefe miferable creatures 
cannot ‘without inconvenience lie upon beds and pil- 
lows ftüffed with feathers; but'as almoft every 
chus GPR) ise cast sade) d set rame Ro 


ANegle£is urenda filix innafcitur agris : 
.* Fern grows for fewel in neglected fields.” 


Hence the poorer people ufually gather the leaves 
of fern; or buy them ‘at a very low price, to ftuff 
beds, and pillows with for their ricketty children, 
and the leaves are often ufed alone, which being 
of a firm texture, do not eafily unite into greater 
maffes by the preffing weight of thé patient's body, 
particularly when firft thoroughly dried in the fhade : 
iem they are recommended as very fit for this 
bin ome bei ae BE te : | 


Ne os 
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efpecially as fuch little beds muft be often dried. 
But as too great a fragance might incommode the 
patient, double the weight of all the herbs together 
.3s to be added of the chaff of barley. | 
When the children are capable of being taken 
out of bed every day, and of fitting up in their lit- 
tle chairs, thefe beds may in the mean time be daily 
dried ; but if they are perpetually obliged to lie 
down, it is ufeful to have two fuch beds, on which 
they may alternately lie, that each of them may be 
dried. 
- In the higheft apartment of the houfe upon a 
wooden bedítead.] We all pafs the greateft part of 
our lives in thofe places where we fleep, and as a 
dry and warm air is of fervice to the ricketty, hence 
itis proper for them to fleep in the higheft room in 
. the houfe, for the lower apartments are always more 
or lefs humid. In fummer time, when the fun fets, 
and even fooner, a moift dew is obferved upon the 
earth, which fometimes aícends to the height of 
fix or eight feet, and renders the lower parts of 
houfes very damp; fo that I have often feen the 
corners and floors of parlours, if of wood, befet 
with mouldinefs and toadftools, and rotting from fuch 
. moifture. Such air very feverely injures thofe who 
are ill of this difeafe ; whence appears the neceffity of 
their living, or at leaft fleeping in the upper apart- 
ments of houfes. Let thefe little bediteads be made 
of wood, and high, and let the walls be wainícoted, 
if the parents are able to be at that expence; the 
boards ufed for this purpofe ought to be perfectly 
dry, nor fhould they be painted or varnifhed ; for 
it is obferved, that wood attracts a moifture from 
the air, and indeed with great power; whence if x 
cannot be diftended with freedom in its whole di- 
menfions it often fplits with a great noife ; but when 
wood is covered with oil colours or varnifh, then it 
po more abforbs the water, which in wet weather 
runs | 
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runs down in ftreams along the fuperficies of the 
wood. | 

By being carried, toffed about, fwinging, &c.] It 
was before faid, in $. 28. 2, how profitable bodily ex- 
ercife is in the cure of weak and lax fibres. But every 
thing there recommended cannot take placein the cure 
of the rickets; for the mufcular force gradually fails 
in this difeafe, and all the joints at laft become in- 
capable of motiop in every refpe& ; fo that the poor 
wretches, to experience the benefit of motion, re- 
quire the affiftance of others, whereby they acquire 
almott all the fruits of mufcular motion without the 
expence of their own forces. 

It is readily underftood, that in this cafe thefe 
motions are to be at firft gentle, and fhould gra- 
dually become more violent. 

Carriage is reckoned by Mercarialis * amongft the 
moft delightful and gentleft exercifes, and propterea 
non folum fanis €2 valetudinariis, verum etiam longis, 
ac inclinatis, morbis, C9. denique iis, quibus lente mor- 
borum reliquie remanent, nec aliter. eliduntur, accom- 
modate funt : ** thereforeit is not only proper for 
** the healthy and valetudinarians, but alio in long 
* and declining difeafes, and finally to thofe in 
* whom fome {mall relicts of difeafes remain, nor 
* are they otherwife fhifted off.”  Zretzus T recom- 
mends carriage for perfons fubject to the cholic, but 
he orders it to be done in places where laurel, myr- 
tle, and thyme grow; and, according to Petit's 
correction T, who would have the Greek word ves 
to be changed into the genitive plural rods, be- 
cafe that the fragrance, namely of thefe fweet 
herbs, has a certain power of caufing good digeftion. 
Certainly carriage in thofe places where fuch plants 
grow may take place in the cure of the ricketty, as 
| they 


*- De Arte Gymnattica, Lib. VI. Cap. IX: p. 572. 
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they for the fame: purpofe are ordered to lie on beds 
ftuffed with aromatic plants, as was before faid. 
Young children may’ indeed be carried in the 
nurfe’s or maid's arms, but the great foftnefs of the 
bones requires great caution here 5: for whilft thefe 
fick children fit on the arm, thele women ufually fup- 
port them with one hand refted on thethorax, as their 
-own bodies cannot fuftain them; whence there is danger 
of changing the figure of the thorax. Moreover when 
they fit long on the fame arm when carried, the 
ivertebres begin to turn toward one fide; hence it is 
far fafer to carry them lying in bed, which, as is 
well known, may be done various ways. The chil- 
dren of the rich may be carried in an open litter 
drawn by mules; the common people ufe little 
carts for the fame purpofe, in which ricketty chil- 
dren lie very commodioufly, and which are drawn 
by women. Sailing may alio be referred to this head, 
when the weather is dry and warm ; as alfo hanging 
beds, fuch are cradies fupported on pofts in füch à 
manner as not to touch the ground, which may be 
rocked by the application of a very flight force with- 
out making a noile. Nay the common cradles, fixed 
upon two circular fegments or wooden rollers E an- 
{wer the fame end, except that they are rocked a 
the ground, and fometimes hinder children trom 
fleeping by the noife they make when rocked. But 
all theie motions ought to be gently begun, and 
then gradually but prudently auemented. I have 
often ieen a vertigo arife from a too violent rocking 
of acradle, and ‘then a naufea and vomiting. ‘Thus 
people unuted: to the fea on board of thips are in- 
clined to a vomiting. 
_ Swinging is defervedly to be recommended. Jéer- 
curialis “thinks * this kind of exercife was called 
Ojcelle by the acr: Affere funibe is quatuor ad ja- 
guearia jufpenfo, 69" ibi fedentibus pueris aut paellis j 
pe aerem. jattatis: “ which were fufpended by tour 
' GG ropes 
* De Arte Gymnaftica, Lib, III. Cap. VIH. p. 215. 
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** ropes to the rafters or joifts of a houfe, with boys 
** or girls fitting therein, who were toffed backward 
** and forward in the air.” A flack rope is in like 
manner ufually faftened to two trees fomewhat clofe 
to each other, and children are feated in the middle 
of it, hanging loofe, and then are toffed in the air 
by their playfellows. The following effects are to 
be expected from all thefe kinds of exercifes ; namely, 
that the abdominal vifcera, agitated by thefe con- 
cuffions, will be fortified, and all indurations and 
concretions be diffolved ; that the dregs remaining 
from the ultimate digeftion, will be cleanfed out of 
the firít paffages, as the inflated inteftines feem to 
act lefs than they naturally ought upon the aliments 
taken by the ricketty ; finally, that the impetus and 
efficacy of the air will be increafed in the lungs ; 
and that the ambient atmofphere, quickly rarified by 
the heat of the body, will be conftantly renewed. 
Concuffions of this kind are not to be attempted 
upon thefe tender young bodies but with great cau- 
tion, and perhaps they never take place unlefs in 
the beginning of the difeafe, when the bones have 
not yet loft their firmnefs, or towards the end of the 
cure, when they again recover the greateft part of 
their loft ftrength. The hiftory of the difeafe has 
taught, that the bones are fo weakened, that they 
may be broken by even the leaft force ; for they are 
inclined to a caries, and a fpina ventofa. “And 
though there fhould be no danger of a fracture, 
yet the bones might yield to the concuflions, 
and become mifhapen ; from whence many and 
very grievous diforders might happen; but it ap- 
pears from the ultimate prognoftic laid down by 
Gliffon,* which was quoted before in Sea. 1487, 


that concuffions have been tried in curing the rick- 


ets; for he fays: Qui facilius tolerant omnimodam 
jattationem corporis, ceteris paribus, facilius curantur z 
** 'T'hofe who with eafe bear every kind of toffing, 
6 cateris 

9 De Rachitide, Cap. XXIII. p. 290. 
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“ceteris paribus, are the more eafily cured.” I 
readily acknowledge that this isa good fign, but 
the large head fpontaneoufly nods on every fide; 
the liver, increafed in bulk, fticks out beyond the 
edge of the ribs ; and the breaft, obftru&ed by a 
difficult refpiration, is feldom unoppreffed in this dif- 
eale when in an advanced ftate. Is it fafe to fhake 
1iuch bodies? I would advife, that thefe miferable 
little creatures fhould be gently carried in an eafy 
coach hung on fprings ; but I would have carriage 
in a little cart along the ftreet rather refrained from, 
for reafons before mentioned. 
By much hot friction, &c.] All phyficians 
who have frequently feen this difeafe know how 
much benefit may be expected from fri&ions. 4f- . 
 €lepiades, as every body knows, formed the moft 
fanguine expectations from frictions in the cure of 
difeafes. But, as Ce//us excellently fays *, that 
" author difcovered nothing but what was compre- 
hended in thefe few words by that moft antient au- 
thor, Hippocrates. Friftione, fi vebemens fit, durari 
corpus y ft leuis, molliri ; fi multa, minui; fi modica, 
impleri : fequitur ergo, ut tum utendum fit, cum aut 
adfiringendum corpus fit, quod fluens eft ; aut mollien- 
dum, quod induruit y aut digerendum in eo, cui copia 
nocet 5 aut alendum id, quod tenue C9 infirmum ef: 
* Friction, if violent, hardens the body; if gentle, 
.* foftens it; if plentiful, extenuates ; if moderate, 
* increafes its bulk: from whence it follows, that 
* it IS to be made ufe of, when a lax body re- 
* quires to be braced ; or to foften one that is in- 
* durated; or to diffipate where the fulnefs is 
* hurtful ; or to nourifh that which is weak and in- 
* firm.” Therefore let the abdomen be rubbed in 
the morning, when the ftomach is empty, with a 
flannel impregnated with the vapour of gum benjamin, 
amber, olibanum, and fuch like aromatics, which 
may be kept for this purpofe. Such a fumigation 
may 
* Lib. lI. Cap. XIV. p. 88, | 
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may. ‘be feen in the Materia Medica. But as it ap- 
peared from the hiftory of the difeafe, that the liver 
is increafed in bulk fo as to project beyond the edge | 
of the ribs, mild frictions only can be applied to the 
abdomen, left any injury fhould be done to the 


liver. Moreover .the inteftines, fwelled with wind, : 


are gently preffed by this friction, and thus an ac- 

cumulation of any peccant matter in thefe cavities 1s 

guarded again&. ! : 5 
But as the head is generally larger than natural in - 


ricketty children, let light frictions be alío applied - 


thereto; but with great caution, as the futures of the 
fkull are very diftant from each other, and-may be » 


, 


preffed together by ftrong friction;;.and thus the: 


functions of the brain be difturbed. :^;5 © 


Fri&ion of the whole length of the back-bone is^ 


very profitable, yet it muft be only:a moderate one, 


J 


for we always ought to. be mindful that the bones’. 


of the body are foftened by this difeafe; fo that they 


eafily lofe their natural figure, whensroughly. han- : 
dled: the fame gentle manner i$ alío.to: be obferved : 
when we.try to gradually. ftrengthen the mutcular 
flefh of the fuperior and inferior limbs... When the » 
difeafe begins to verge to: à better ftate, the ftrength . 


of the frictions may be gradually augmented :\ whence 
Celfus * alfo fays concerning thefertrictions ; 47, ubi 


tolius corporis imbecillitas bauc curationem per totum 1d. 
exigit, brevitr effe deber C9. lenior, ut tantummodo fum- 
mam cutem emülliat, quo facilius: capax. ex recenti cubo 


nove materie fiat: *- But where’ a weaknefs: ofthe 

* whole body requires friction all over; it ought to ' 
* be fhorter-and more mild; fo. as only to foften ' 
** the furface of the fkin, to render it:more àápt to' 
** receive new. matter from frefh nourifhment.”: For. 
though Cel/us repofed great hopes in frictions, yet. 


he plainly underftood, that fome obftacles which di- . 


fturb health might indeed be removed by: them, but 
nothing was added to the body by frictions, but ra- 
ther 

# Lib. Il, Cap. XIV. p. 9o. 
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ther fomething loft.* Nam & adjtringitur aliquid, ea 
dempto, quod interpofitum, ut 1d laxaretur, effecerat: 
&F mollitur, eo detrafo, quod duritiem creabat : €3- 
impletur, non ipfa frictione, fed eo cibo, qui poftea 
ufque ad cutim, digeftione quadam relaxatam, penetrat : 
**' For a part will be bound when that thing is taken 
**-away, the intervention of which had caufed it to 
be lax; and another is foftened by removing that 
*.which occafioned the hardnefs; and the body is 
*-filled not by the friction: itfelf, but by that food 
* which afterwards makes its way to the {kin relaxed - 
** -by a kind of digeftion.” 

Sometimes by a repeated application of cantha- 
rides.] The head is of too great bulk in ricketty. 
children; whence thofe who formerly undertook the - 
cure of this difeafe, attempted to diminifh its fize, 
and indeed by various methods. G/iffon $ mentions, 
that the Englifh quacks, who treated this difeafe, | 
{carrified the ears, and hardly hoped for a fuccefsful 
cure without this method. They for the moft part 
applied this fcarrification twice or thrice, and that 
too in the concha of the ear, but they feldom ufed 
a lancet, or fharp knife, but did it with a blunt one, 
regardlefs of the child's cries. Some alfo ordered 
the blood of the right ear, received in wool, to be 
tied to the left hypochondre, and that of the left ear - 
to the right hypochondre. GZ//oz confeffes, that this 
kind of remedy may not indeed be contemptible, - 
viderit tamen, abfque illius ufu nonnullos pueros fanatos, 
* yet he had feen fome children cured without that: 
* practice." ‘To.the beft of my knowledge, ícar- 
rification is at prefent abolifhed ; nor have I ever 
feen it tried. | 

Gliffon feems to have expected more benefit from | 
iffues ; and he fays, Hoe fele fere prefidio nonnullos 

puellos liberatos. fuiffe novimus: ** We have feen fome 
_ « children freed by almoft this aid alone.” For he 

believed 
* Lib. II. Cap. XIV. p. 88. 
$ De Rachitide, Cap, XXIX. pag. 339, & feq; 
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believed that it was a powerful remedy, if the iflue 
was cut between the fecond and third joint of the 
neck ; from which he hoped, that the enormous 
magnitude of the head would be diminifhed, the fu- 
perfluous ferum be evacuated, the over-great aug- 
mentation of the bones be obítru&ted, and the too 
great humidity of the fpinal marrow, which he 
apprehended, be dried away. But yet as rick- 
etty children ufually have very weak flexible necks, 
and nodding heads, fuch an 1ffue cannot without dif- 
ficulty be dreffed, nor does it caufe very little pain : 
from whence he concludes, Fonticulum non prafcri- 
bendum, nifi ea morbi magnitudo fit, ut eam aliis re- 
mediis ab{que hoc [atis domari poffe vix fperemus: 
* That an iffue is not to be prefcribed, unlefs the 
«< difeafe has taken fuch deep root that we can hardly | 
* hope to fubdue it by other remedies.” I candidly 
confefs, that J have never advifed an iffue to be cut for 
ricketty children, and yet a cure has been effected, if 
the difeafe was ftill curable. 

As an inability of moving the limbs ufually comes 
on, particularly when the rickets has been of long 
continuance, as was faid concerning the cure of the 
palfy,- in Sect. 106g. and that blifters have been re- 
commended as an effectual remedy for exciting mo- 
tion in paralytic mufcles: itis therefore no wonder, 
that cantharides have been alfo recommended by 
fome for the cure of the rickets. It was there faid, 
that the blifters are to be applied to paralytic perfons 
upon that place of the back-bone which is juft above 
the affected part ; if the perfon labours under an he- 
miplegia, the blifter fhould be applied to the nape 
of the neck; if one of the inferior extremities is 
paralytic, cantharides fhould rather be applied to 
the vertebres of the loins: whence in ricketty chil- 
dren, in whom all the mufcles of the limbs languifh, 
the blifter fhould be applied to the nape of the 
neck ; which, for the reafons above mentioned, can- 
not be done without trouble, and fometimes caufes 

great 
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Steat pain. But we are certain, that rmiotion will 
feturn to the mufcles in the cure of this difeafe, if 
| We can by art bring back the plumpnefs which thefe 
muícles have loft by the difeafe: nor does this ap- 
pear poflible to be expected from the evacuation of 
the lymph which flows from the veficles, raifed by 
the blifter, when they break:  G/iffón * confeffes, 
that he had not as yet fully experienced the ufe of 
blifters in curing this difeafe, yet he conjectures, that 
they fometimes may be ufefully employed. e 

But he remarks, that fome one of the phyficians, 
who with him enquired into the nature of the rickets, 
had prefcribed, amongft other remedies, a blifter to 
be applied to the vertebres of the neck of a child, 
two years old, affected with this difeafe; who alfo 
fell into a continual fever, by which it almoft be« 
came delirious, but received manifeft relief from this 
remedy ; and was afterwards in a few days freed 
from the fever. Being afterwards twice or thrice 
purged with an infufion of rhubarb, he alío, beyond 
expectation, got rid of the rickets almoft without 
any other remedies. d 

Yet this happy fuccefs did not induce Gkfon to 
think more favourably of blifters: + for of fuch a 
remedy, vis fubito exeritur, C9 mox paulatim exbaufta 
eff; quod mon ufquequaque Chronico morbo quadrat i 
** the power, is fuddenly exerted; and quickly ex- 
* hauftéd by degrees; wherefore it iquares not 
* every way with a chronic difeafe." Whence he 
finally thus concludes: Quocirca, vis medicamenti 
veficatorit applicationem, in boc cürando morbo, ads 
ittimus, nifi acutus una complicetur morbus, qui fui 
cauja boc remedit genus exigat: ** Wherefore we 
** hardly admit of it in the cure of this difeafe, un- 
** lefs an acute difeafe is complicated with it which 
** requires this remedy upon its own account.” 
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* De Rachitide, Cap. XXIX, p. 248. 
i ibidem, p. 343. m^ 
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By mild vomits, fometimes prudently repeated. ] 
Namely, If the fymptoms fhew that the ftomach 
and other abdominal vifcera are fo loaded with bi- 
lious, phlegmatic, ot other filthy matter, that they 
cannot properly execute their functions. It cannot 
indeed be denied, but that this may happen in the 
rickets ; yet a vomit is not always neceífary in the 
cure of the rickets : but indeed (fee Sect. 1485, 6.) 
the abdomen is for the moft part more fwelled than 
natural in this difeafe, though the patients are ra- 
ther lean; fo that it may be believed, that the fto- 


mach and infaréted vifcera have need of fuch an | 


evacuation. But it was faid, in the fame fection, 
that the liver in ricketty children is very large, and 
fometimes the fpleen alfo, though thefe fame vifcera 
are well coloured, and appear found and no ways 
indurated, or have any apparent defe& ; but the in- 
teftines are often found diftended by wind after 
death, as wellas in the living patient : from all which 
circumftances, it plainly appears, why the abdomen 
is found fometimes prominent and fwelled in ricketty 
children. 


Therefore it cannot poffibly be concluded, that . 


vomits are always needful, becaufe the ftomach is 
not always foul; nay often, as was faid in Sect. 
1486, 3. appetitus C3 digeftio fere illefa: ** the ap- 
«* petite and digeftion are very little hurt.” But 
as the increafed liver is in the ricketty often obferved 
to project beyond the ribs, would it be ever fafe to 
expofe this vifcus to the violent concuffions of the 
diaphragm and abdominal mufcles? The liver is 
naturally fafely defended by the incumbent ribs ; 


hence a prudent ufe of mild vomits only is recom- - 


mended when needful. 
. Hence-the compofition of a vomit may be feen 
‘1 the Materia Medica, at this number, prepared of 


twenty grains of Ipecacuanha, by infufing them for 


a whole night in one ounce of wine, which, when 
ftrained off and fweetened with fugar, may be taken 


m 
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in the morning. This produces a very gentle vo- . 
mit; and if it is to be taken by young patents, the 
quantity of the Ipetatuahha may be fafely much di- 
minifed, and the effect ftill remain. ‘That famous 
phyfician Samuel. Pye * fays, that Sydenbam, in whole 
time Ipecacuanha was not yet known, ufed an anti- 
monial vomit, namely, vinum benedictum 5 but he 
feldom ventured to prefcribe it for infants, as the 
body would be too violently difturbed by it, though 
he certainly knew, that they ftood in need of an 
emetic. "Though Ipecacuanha is by far milder than 
antimonial emetics, yet he had known twenty grains 
of this root operate very violently. That famous 
phyfician gave two grains of Ipecacuanha to a wo- 
man forty years of age, who wanted an emetic, and 
that (mall quantity caufed her to vomit freely twice, 
and gave her great eafe. He afterwards faw the 
- like effe&s produced by the fame fmall dofe in many 
more adult and young perfons; nay, half a grain 
has proved ferviceable to new-born and young in- 
fants; he dréw up, and caufed to be printed, a 
regular table containing the names, ages, and num- 
ber of vomitings of thofe who took this fmall dofe 
of Ipecacuanha ; therefore, fuch-like emetics may 
be attempted, if tlie fymptoms indicate their ufe. 

I believe that every prudent phyfician will more 
. readily follow this method, than rafhly venture up- 
on rough medicines at fo tender an age. Buchner T 
gave large dofes of rezin of fcammony, emetic tartar, 
and golden fulphur of antimony, to a ricketty child 
of a year and a half old ; but all in vain: tandem, 
amplo cingulo mercuriali, cum fpiritu. vini fa pius fri- 
cata fpina dorfi, &F tin&lura veneris Helvetii, que vt- 
triolum cyprium fpiritu vini folutum continet, ita data, 
ut vomituriendi quidem conatus, raros tamen vomitus, 
‘cieret, €89 appetitum plane profterneret, in integrum re- 
fituit : furibundam praxim: “ At laft by a large 
: | eL IMEEM 2 ! * mercurial 

* Medical Obfervat. and Inquiries, Tom. I. p. 240, & feq. 

+ Difputat. ad raorbor. hiftor. oper, Haller. Tom. VI. p. 286. 
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“© mercurial girdle, frequent friction of the back- 
bone with fpirit of wine, and Helvetius’s tinc- 
ture of copper, which is prepared by diffolving 
* Cyprian vitriol in fpirit of wine, given in {mall 
dofes, and at fuch intervals of time as to excite 
violent naufeas, but feldom fits of vomiting, and 
wholly to take away the appetite, he entirely cured 
the patient. A mad rafh practice!” He excules 
‘this rafhnefsy becaufe he believed the difeafe to be fo 
defperate, that it required defperate remedies. But 
he aMo: adds: Jd adbuc notabis, etfi dofeos tartar: 
 emetici £3. vitriol: venere: oblitus fim, me tamen obftu- 
puiffe, ad excitandam naufeam {FS inappetentiam ea co- 
pia opus fuiffe , mon propterea, quod fiupido draflica 
convenire, ex dogmatibus veterum. ignorarem, fed quod 
eam vim requiri, non augurarer: ** You will füll re- 
* mark, that though 1 have forgot the dofes of 
* tartar emeti¢ and Cyprian vitriol, I was afto- 
nifhed that there was need of fuch a quantity to 
caufe a nauíea, and a want of appetite; not 
that f was ignorant that fuch draftic remedies, 
agreeable to the received opinions of the antients, 
* were fuited but to fools and mad men, but that 
* J fhould not forefee that fuch a large dofe was 
** required." It appears very likely, that a child 
who was able to iutfer fo much might have been 
‘cured by a milder method. 

. By purges, and thea corroborants, fucceffively 
taken for fome time.] It was before demonítrated, 
in Seét. 1480, and in 1484, that the rickets is a dil~ 
eafe diftin& from the tumour and: hardnefs of 
the abdomen, obferved in young children after ha- 
ving fuffered by long autumnal fevers. It was then 
proved trom Sydenbam's own words, that he fre- 
quently tried to diffolve the tumour in the left fide 
of the abdomen, in young «children; by repeated: 
purges; but advifes purges to be given only once or 
twice inthe cure of the rickets, as he had knowns 
ei , 2r many 
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many children die i in Vici ea of purges repeated 
ofrener, 4U tv 

Whence there is dleewile no compofition of a pur- 
ging remedy, to'be taken ‘at one fingle dofe, inferted 
in the Materia Medica at this number ; but rhubarb 
with yellow myrobalans, and a {mall quantity oF 
troches of agaric, are infuled cold in the common 
drink of children only : for it for the moft part fuc- 
ceeds very happily in. young children, if their com- 
mon drink is rendered medicinal; they in the -be- 
ginning indeed. take them with fome dificulty ; but 
if no other drink is given to them when thirfty, they 
become reconciled to it fooner than can be imagined ; 
nay, 1 have often known them reject pure beer after 
they had no more need of medicated drink. | 
| Let ftrong beer, fuch as was before recommended, 
be ufed for this purpoíe. After the beer has been 
digefted with thefe purging ingredients cold, during 
twenty four hours, it is fit for ufe ; hence the belly 
1s fometimes purged in the beginning g, but as there 
is no intention’ of fuddenly emptying the body, if 
3t is obferved that the body is rendered too laxative, 
"the cathartic quality of the drink is weakened by 
diluting it with an equal quantity or more of pure 
beer, dneil the flux of the belly is rendered very mo- 
"derate ; for as the liver is always of a greater bulk 
than natural, an evacuation of the belly, no way de- 
bilitating, will be fufficient. 

This effe&. will be very commodioufly obtained, 
if the bottle in which the cathartic ingredients are 
contained is filled up with frefh beer every evening ; 
for fo the efficacy of thefe cathartics will be daily 
more and more diluted, as they are not ufually re- 
 newed: this conveniency alfo attends. it, that the 
unpleafant flavor of the’ medicine is daily rendered 
— more palatable; and, when the force of the rhubarb 
and myrobalans 1s exhaufted, there only remains a 
€orroborant and aftringent virtue, which, together 
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with the ftrong beer, is of great fervice in the cure 
of the rickets. ' 4 5 

When water is ufed for common drink, this can 
be but very difiicultly attempted ; becaufe water, 
naturally infipid and inodorous, is very unpleafant 
when impregnated with the flavour of purging re- 
medies. Wherefore I have left the purity of water 
unviolated, and | have caufed the purging ingredi- 
ents to be infufed in pure new hydromel, together 
with a fmall quantity of cinnamon, and have pre- 
{cribed a fpoonful, or more or lefs, of this infufion, 
according to the patient's age, morning and evening. 
- Finally, by a long continued ufe, &c.] The fa- 
bric of all the folid parts is lax ; the nature of the 
humours, inactive, flimy, cold, and vapid; the 
membranes; veffels, and vifcera, are foft and flac- 


eight pints of wine; an ourice of fuch wine may be 
given three times aday with fuccefs; ‘and I have 
fometimes infufed “cinnamon 1n hydromel, together 
with a {mall quantity of the filings of iron, and 
have given'a fpoonful of this infufion once or twice 
a day, (till augmenting the quantity for children of a 
more adult age. ^7 we 707 — oe YE 


But 
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But as young children often reject thefe remedies, 
phyficians are obliged to adminifter fuch as contain 
great efficacy in a fmall bulk. The remedy de-. 
{cribed by Boyle, called Ens Veneris, was much re- 
nowned,* which that author recommended as a ipe- 
cific againft the rickets, as already ultra cenium it- 
« fantes, malo boc ad conditionem ufque. defperatam labo- 
rautes, fanati boc fuiffent, “ more than a hundred 
^** jnfants labouring under this diforder, divers of 
* whom were looked upon to be in a moft defperate 
** condition, were cured by this remedy.” Nor did 
this remedy difturb thefe tender bodies in. any man- 
ner, as he only gave two or three grains of it at a 
dofe ; yet it may be taken is quibufdam tamen cor- 
oribus abfque periculo ad viginti vel triginta : “ by 
.** fome conftitutions to the amount of twenty or 
* thirty grains, without the leaft danger, in any di- 
* [tilied water, {mall beer, or other convenient ve- 
* hicle whatfoever.” It works when it caufes a fen- 
fible operation by fweat, and partly by urine; and 
whenever it produces thefe effects, it is a certain fpe- 
cific againft the Englifh rickets. — 

-'T his remedy has retained its fame in Italy, and the 
celebrated Antonius Benevoli + teftifies to have feen 
the moft happy fuccefs from it in a noble family, in 
which four boys had died of the rickets, juft as they 
arrived at the age of two years; a fifth fon, of the 
age of eleventh months, whofe fymptoms he enu- 
- merates, moft certainly laboured under the fame dif: 
eafe. A Genoefe phyfician paffing through Flo- 
rence, being invited by Benevoli, advifed the ufe of 
' Boyle's Ens Veueris ; which he beleved to be a re- 
medy compofed of fal armoniac, and Cyprian vitriol, 
fublimed together. As this remedy was not fold in 
Florence, he fent for it fom Genoa, and he gave 
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two grains of it every day to his patient; after fome 
weeks he gave three grains of it every day ; and he 
went on in this manner for two months with fome 
abatement of the diforder. But as he believed it 
ufeful to intermit the ufe of zs Veneris now and 
then for fome days, and then to begin it again, that 
was alío tried ; but the complaints increafed : -after 
eight or ten days, a bloody diarrhoea alfo came on, 
from which the patient went to ftool fifteen or twenty 
times a day, and which was attended with a fever, 
little urine, and an emaciation of the whole body: 
then the Eus Veneris was again given; but as a dropfy 
alfo accompanied thefe diforders, the ufe of iron 
feemed neceffary to be tried, though it had been 
fruitlefsly applied to. one of the brothers who died. 
Hence four grains of croc. martis aperient. were given 
in the morning, and three grains of Ex; Veneris in 
the evening ; but the crocus martis was not long gi- 
ven before a haemorrhage from the noftrils enfued, 
which one evening remarkably increafed with an in- 
flammation of the face, and a ftrong delirium ; from 
whence the cure was tried with Fins Veneris alone, 
Yet glyfters compofed of water impregnated with 
iron, and in which red rofes were boiled, or in which 
an ego was diluted, were given to ftop the flux. As 
the flux was increafed by the ufe of flefh meats, he 
was nourifned with boiled bread, with an.egg now 
and then added to it: he was covered with a flan: 


nel fhirt, He remained in this languifhing ftatc 


until the nineteenth month. 
In fome months after the child had attained two 


years of age, all his complaints in the fpace of a few 


days fuddenly grew -woríe ; his gums became black 
; and putrid, livid fpots covered various parts of his 
body, and his weaknefs was fo exceffive that he ap- 
peared at death's door. He was oppreffed with ex- 
treme emaciation, weaknefs, and a diarrheea ; a de- 
coction of the roots of farfaparilla, to which fome 
. leaves of fcurvy greíi and yva arthritica, ox fern, 
RALIS eed were 
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were added, together with two grains of Ens Vener 
ris were given in the morning, and the fame dofe in 
the evening: and the ule of breaft milk with thefe 
‘medicines was perfifted in for four months; and the 
child having now compleated the third year of his 
age, a great part of the complaints ceafed; he fill 
continued the ufé of Ens Veneris, and at length was 
entirely cured. Benevoli afterwards enumerates other 
fimilar cures which confirm the efficacy of Ens Vene- 
vis in the rickets, particularly if the deco&tion of 
of farfaparilla, Su breaft milk; be alfo given... . 
Benevoli feems to have imagined, that there is 
Jte to be hoped from the ufe of iron in. curing the 
rickets, for he believed that Boyle’s Ens Veneris. was 
made of Cyprian vitriol; «certain it is that Boyle 
thus fays: *- Quamvis Medicina bujus experimenta 9. 
Helmontii neutiquam convenire, eam tamen e cenfu or- 
dinariorum eximendam effe, obfervaverimus, a Minerah, 
e quo ipfam elicuumus, Ens primum Veneris vocavimus : 
‘© And though upon trials we found this medicine - 
far fhort. of what Helmont afcribes to his, yet 
finding it no ordinary one, we did for the mine- 
ral's fake, of which it 1s made, called it Ens pri- 
-$8* mum Veneris, or the firft effence of copper.” But 
where he deícribes its preparation: in the following 
page, he makes no mention of the Cyprian vitriol; 
but we in the receipt thus read : Recipe vitriolum Dan- 
tifcanum (aut bujus defeciu Ungaricum, vel Goflarienfe ), 
calcina, donec calx | colorem — aut rufum, 
oblimeat ; ** Take Dantzic vitriol, (or in defe& 
di thereof Hungarian or. Goflarian vitr iol) and burn 
.** jit until the calx grows of a purple ot deep yel- 
,f* Jow colour > T efe are all vitriols of iron, and 
affume a purple or deep yellow ' colour from calci- 
nation. He then orders thé calx to be freed às much 
as poffible from every faline quality by repeated. af- 
fufions of hot water, fo that the metallic part alone | 
may remain; he orders this calx, when edulcorated 


and 
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and dried, to be intimately mixed with an equal quan- 
tity of powdered fal arioniac , then he orders this mix- 
ture to be fublimed for ten or twelve hours in a glaís 
retort over. a fand heat gradually increafed ; when 
the fire may be made as fierce as poffible, until the 
bottom of the retort becomes red hot. He alío re- 
marks, that the fublimed flowers are of a yellow or 
reddifh colour; and that if they are not of a deep 
yellow but pale, this for the moft part happens be- 
caufe the ingredients were not intimately mixed to- 
gether ; in fuch cafe he advifes the whole to be fub- 
limed again, after the caput mortuum and fublimed 
flowers have been thoroughly mixed: but if thefe 
flowers are, not with the caput mortuum, /ed per 
fe, iteratis refublimationibus tractentur, quod forfan 
mirabere, color C9 fublimatum, | incrementi loco, di- 
minuentur, * but by themfelves, repeatedly fub- 
* limed, the fublimated flowers and colour, which is 
* wonderful, inftead of being increafed will be dimi- 
* nifhed.” If all thefe things are confidered, it ap- 
pears in no manner likely, that the faid Ews Veneris 
was compofed by Boyle of the vitriol of copper. No 
mention is made of an azure colour; and the author 
adds of this remedy in quibufdam etiam corporibus 
ab[que periculo ad viginti vel triginta grana, ** in fome 
* bodies even twenty or thirty grains may be taken 
** without danger.” Yet all fkilful chemifts know, 
that a remedy, compofed of the vitriol of copper, can 
only be tried with fafety in a fmall dofe: but if the 
effects which happen when the neweft filings of iron, 
with an equal quantity of fal armoniac, are treated in 
the like manner, are obferved, it will appear, that 
the Ens Veneris, {fo famed in the cure of the rickets, 
-acts by the medicinal powers of iron. 

For when both thefe fubftances are pounded together 
ina glaís mortar,* the longer the better, from thefe, 
which were before truly inodorous, exhales a fubtle 

| volatile 
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volatile and alcaline vapour ; for whilft the acid of 
{al armoniac is attracted by the iron, the volatile al- 
caline part of it begins to be freed, and fpontane- 
oufly evaporates. This powder is put into a dry, 
clean, large glafs cucurbit, that it may be fufficientiy 
fpread over the bottom ; an head and a receiver are 
fitted to the cucurbit, and the joints being previoully 
luted with clay, the whole apparatus is placed on a 
fand heat, fo as that the top of the glafs only may 
(tand uncovered ; then by the application of two 
hundred and twenty degrees of heat, an acrid vapour 
rifes, which produces an acrid, very penetrating, - 
volatile, alcaline liquor. When nothing more will 
afcend, the fire may be augmented till the alembic 
grows red hot. White exhalations at firít aícend, 
"and then fome of various colours, and the whole 
cavity of the alembic is alfo covered over with mixed 

and variegated colours, fuch as white, red, yellow, 
oreen, and blackifh fumes, fo as to refemble flowers 
in their various hues, and therefore in the fhops 
are called flores falis armoniact martiales VocentUur s 
* martial flowers of fal armoniac,” which are re- 
moved as quickly as poffible, and are put into a 
dry hot glafs, which 1s immediately clofed with a 
glas ftopper, left the flowers fhould immediately dif- 
folve into a thickifh, harfh, faline, golden-coloured 
liquor. It 1s certain, that the fal armoniac has taken 
up with it the divided iron, whilft it was fublimed 
into thofe flowers ; which are endued with the me- 
dicinal virtue of the iron. Therefore the celebrated 
Boerbaave thus fays*: Flores bi babent vires fere eaf- 
dem, quas in Ente Veneris ditto Boyleus laudaverat. Eft 
enim boc medicamentum, mirifice inftaurans, calefaciens, 
aperiens, babetque metallici. fulpburis apertum corpus : 
« Thefe flowers have almoft the very fame virtues 
- which Boyle extolled in his Ens Veneris. For it 
** is a wonderful reftorative, heating, aperient me- 
utar qur IP WE ERE, 4* dicine ; 


* H. Boerh. Chem. Tom. IL, Proceffa CLXIX. p. 449. | 


£40 The R ICKETS.  Sed.1489. 
* dicine; and manifeítly contains a metallic fulphur.” 
If all hele matters are compared together, thefe two 


medicines feem to have the fame efficacy ; ; but Boer- | 


baave only propofes this as a doubt, becaufe Boyle * 
a little after adds the following words concerning 
the fame remedy: Interim, cum ‘colcothar boc exalta- 
fum exigua faltem. dofi propinetur, ubi dextre paratum 
eft, baud fecus. quam, ex. Helmontii fententia, Butleri 
Medicamen, Pauperum Medicina dict meretur: ut ta- 
men bene preparetur, plus cure, me dicam artis, re- 
quirit, quam proceffum folum. legens fufpicari poteft : 
* ]n the mean time, as this exalted colcothar can be 
** taken only 3 in a fmall dofe, when rightly prepared, 
« it merits to be called the poor man's medicine, no 
& lefs than Butler's medicine, according to Helmont S 
* opinion: yet a good preparation of it requires 
* more care and nicety, I will not fay art, than 
** the reader can fuppofe from only reading the pro- 
« cefs.^ But if Boerbaave's defcription is compared 
with that which Boyle g gave us, the reafon will plainly 
appear. ! 

But as remedies often cannot without great diff- 
culty be taken by young children, I more than once 
have ufed the £in£ura vitrioli martis gurea,t ** Golden 


SA 


** ünéture of fteel ;” afew drops of this put into’ 


mountain wine, and given. in the morning fafting, reftore 
and rouze up the vital powers. It is made of falt of 
fteel, burnt in a crucible to a calx of a purple co- 
lour, which is digefted for the fpace of a month in 
.a deep chemical phial, with twenty times its weight 
of the beft dulcified fpirit of fea falt. One drop of 
this tin&ure pofleffes an incredible power in producing 
a black colour. If, therefore the twentieth part of 
a drop is put into a cup of tea it will immediately 
turn it black.. Now this black colour fhews that 
there is iron in it; as chemiftry teaches, But fpirit 
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of fea falt never entirely diffolves this calx, though 
frefh fpirit be often poured upon it; from whence 
the fpirit can only take up the foluble part of iron 

— from the red calx of vitriol: wherefore fome have 
believed, that this tin¢ture was the potable gold of 
the antient chemifts. I with great pleafure recollect 
to have cured numbers of ricketty children with bif- 
euit, and good mellow generous beer, neither four 
fior intoxicating, whilft I only fometimes gave three 
or four drops of this tincture once or twice a day, 
tothe more adult. - | 

_ This feems to be the reafon why three compofi- 
tions out of four, prefcribed in the Materia Medica, 
contain iron in them; for I think it fufficiently ap- 

' pears from what has been faid, that Ens Veneris con- 
tains the virtues of iron. ‘The famous Zaviami* 
happily ufed this remedy; but he rather chole to 
abítain from the ufe of the milk recommended with 
it by Benevoli, for he not without reafon apprehend- 
ed an acid acrimony in the rickets. “Lhe bones 
» certainly lofe their firmnefs in this difeafe, they {well 
‘about the epiphyfes, and are incurvated ; and it is 
apparent from experiments, that bones are foftened 
by acids. It has been on the other hand obíerved, 
that thofe things which fubdue that acid acrimo- 
ny prove ferviceable. The célebrated De Haent 
gave the Offracodermata, beaten into fine powder, 
to the amount of a feruple, two or three times a 
day in the cure of the rickets; and if the children 
enjoyed the benefit of a warm fun ina rural place, 
ef motion in a child's coach frequently every day, 
‘of a dry bed and chamber, and of found aliments, 
they in this manner were foon cured. But thofe who 
want the moft part of thefe helps, are by this pow- 
der and motion alone, but indeed more flowly, though 

- fafely and certainly, cured ; as long as a degeneration 


of 


- De Rachitide, Cap: IV. s$g5 ^ 
+ Ration, Medendi, Part. IX, Cap. VE. p. 248, 


£42 The RickETs. Se&. 1489. 


of the whole frame has not rendered a cure impoí- 
fible from any remedy hitherto known. 

An infant, three years old, extremely weakened 
and fwelled all over the body, laboured under the 
worft kind of the rickets: many remedies which are 
ufually found ferviceable in this difeafe were tried in 


vain. A grain of the extract of hemlock was given 
him morning and evening; On the fourth day fout 


grains were given him every day; and he grew 
better. On the eighth day fix grains were given him ; 
he grew ftronger, fo that he could fupport himfelf 
upon his legs. The dofes of the extract of hemlock 
were no farther augmented, as the child grew better 
every day. 

In the fpace of a month this child, hitherto floth- 
ful, morofe, and fearful, became active, and good- 
humoured ; eat very heartily; the fwelling of the 
joints decreafed full two-thirds; ahd the colour of 
the face was ruddy and natural, About the expi- 
ration of the third month he was perfectly | well 
from the ufe of hemlock, and grew faft, nor was 
any bad fymptom ever after obferved in him. + 

As madder-root, eaten by animals, is capable of 
tinging their bones with a red colour, as was faid 
upon another occafion, Levrerte, f the famous man- 
midwife, imagined that this remedy might be ufe- 
ful in curing the rickets, as it poffefles fome re- 
markable diuretic powers, and had proved benefi- 
cial in many chronic difeafes; he therefore tried 
madder, and afferts, that he found it of ufe in this 
diforder. 

The bones, too greatly foftened in this difeafé, 
yield to the incumbent weight of the body, or are 
compreffed by the adjacent hard bodies, and often 
become incurvated; whence wonderful deformities 
-of the bones arife, which, if not remedied in time, 

ME the 
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the bones afterwards acquiring their ufual hardnefs, 
remain during life incurable. | 
It is in the mean time to be particularly remarked, 
that the ftrength and plumpnefs much fooner return 
.. to the mufcles than is believed, if the diforder is va- 
quifhed by a proper treatment ; the greateft number 
of which take their origin from, or are inferted into 
the bones. But the muicular ftrength is great, and 
perfectly reftores the figure of the bones in many, 
when the difeafe lofes its power; then the protube- 
rant epiphyfes are diminifhed, the gibbous or crooked 
back-bone returns to its natural form, though no 
back-boards, ftays, bandage, or machine have been 
applied to correct that deformity, which were di- 
rected to be applied by the nurfe, by parents, 
who, follicitous about the fhapes of their children, 
often do them more hurt than good, by {queez- 
ing the body too tight. We read a remarkable in- 
ftance of fuch a cure in BezevolL,, * relative to a fifter 
of the noble girl whofe cafe is already defcribed. She 
was born very healthy, and had fo good a colour 
during the firft months, that every body hoped fhe 
would totally efcape the calamities of her brothers ; 
fhe was hardly a year old when fhe began to grow 
pale and ill; the abdomen fwelled, the wrift, knees, 
and ancles grew protuberant ; the thorax was raifed ; 
the clavicles were incurvated ; the back bone became 
crooked ; all the bones of the head were enlarged as 
if they were affected with an exoftofis ; the ftruc- 
ture of all the bones of the body was vitiated : fhe 
alfo laboured under a complication of diforders, the 
fcurvy, dropfy, a bloody diarrhoea, a {carcity of 
urine, a fever, and a violent cough, attended with vaft 
anguifh and a dread of fuffocation. She lived in this 
miferable condition for above two years. Jemevoli 
himfelf confefles, that the fame remedies which cured 
her brother were applied to her during thirty. months 


In 
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in vain, fo that he almoft gave over their application, 
as there appeared no hope of a cure from them; 
but the tender mother, unwilling to {pare any pains, 
or coft, the fame method was ftill indefatigably per- 
fifted in. | | 
- The anguifh and cough began at length to dimi- 
nifh, and the fever ceafed, the flefh looked of a 
better colour, the tumour of the abdomen was di- 
minifhed, the incurvated fpine grew ftraight, thejoints 
protuberated lefs, the elevated fternum grew flatter, 
the arched figure of the clavicles decreafed, the 
bones of the head fubfided ; fhe firft began to ftand, 
and then to walk; at laft, no trace of fo fevere and 
obítinate a difeafe remained ; and fhe became equal 
in health and ftrength to other children of the fame . 
age. 
The mufcular ftrength alfo began to be reftored, 
without the affiftance of any artificia] means ; and 
the bones recovered their due form, which had been 
fo very imperfect during thirty months. | 
This ath been confirmed by the obfervations of 
Zaviani*, who juftly forbids ricketty children to be 
put upon their feet, or made to walk, as long as 
the bones’ are foft, and their form may be eafily 
fpoiled by the weight of their own bodies, or any other 
external preffure: he would rather have them laid 
. down horizontally, than carried in the arms of the 
nurfe, becaufe it is to be feared left the {pine fhould 
incline to this or that fide, the bones be incurvated, 
and the fhape of the cavity of the thorax be changed; 
from the compreffion of the breaft by the hands of 
the nurfe. It is cuftomary in many places to lay 
them in beds fixed in little carts, which are drawn 
by the women who attend fuch ricketty children : 
thus thefe little patients can with certainty obtain the 
-benefit of motion, and of the warm .air,- when tlie 
weather permits. When the difeafe begins to be di- 
aminifhed by proper remedies, the muícular motion, 
Aum E though 
* De Rachitide, Cap. IV. p. 135, &ffeq. 
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though almoft totally deftroyed before, acquires vi- 
gour, and the children begin to move their joints, 
fit fpontaneoufly upright in their little beds, and han- 
dle their play-things, move their legs, and of their 
own accord try to ftand upon their feet.. When I 
obferved this inclination in them, I readily cherithed 
it, though the bones of the legs were ftill incurvated ; 
"and the natural iorm returned. to thefe bones, even 
without the affiftance of any machine whatíoever. 

Is immerfion in a cold bath advantageous ?] It 
is well known, that cold baths were in ule in for- 
» mer days, and every body knows, that their ufe is 
- fuccefsfully recommended at prefent in certain dif- 
eafes. In thofe countries where it is cuftomary for 
boys to learn to fwim, the ufe of cold bathing is 
frequent. The treatife on cold bathing by an En- 
elifh knight, Sir ohn Floyer, merits a reading, who 
extols the great virtue of this remedy againít the 
rickets; nay, he even believed, that a negle& of 
cold bathing was to be numbered amongfít the caufes 
of this new difeafe, the rickets. 

He demonttrates by many obfervations,* that in 
antient times the facrament of baptifm was admini- 
ftered to thofe who were to be baptized, by a triple 
immerfion of the whole body, and not by one fingle 
afperfion of water as is now ufual. Itiscertain, that 
it was formerly very cuftomary to baptize people, of 
either fex, entirely naked, in the neareft river or pond ; 
nay, he believes it is clear, that no baptifmal fonts were 
erected until the third century of chriftianity, nei- 
ther were they then erected in churches, but without 
the walls, which he proves from many circumftances. 
Hence he concludes, that thefe immerfions in water - 
were performed on thofe who were to be baptized in 
‘the open air. 
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He alfo fhews, that this baptifm by immerfion re- - 


mained much longer ynchanged Magee than in 
other countries ; * for we read the following form of 
baptifm in the rubrick, publifhed in the reign of Ed- 
ward the fixth, king of England, in the year 1547. 
Sacerdos manibus fuis prebendet infantem, rogabit no- 
men, Cj ter in aquam demerget : primo immerget latus 
dextrum y fecundo. latus finifirum, tertio demerget fa- 
ciem verfus fontem : fic ut fiat difcrete, C9 prudenter : 
‘© The prieft fhall take the infant in his hands, afk 
*« its name, and dip it three times in water; he fhall 


e 


‘ and thirdly the face downwards towards the fonts 
6 


e 


But in the reign of queen Elizabeth, the rubrick 


permitted the infant to be only {prinkled with wa-- | i 


ter, in cafe it was weak, and had need of private bap- 
tifm. | : 

As the author believed that the rickets might be 
cured by cold bathing, he hence imagined, that bap- 
tifm, adminiftered by immerfion, preferved children 
from this difeafe, which fo frequently appeared in 
England about the year 1620, when baptifm by im- 
merfion began to be neglected. 

But if it be confidered, that infants are feldom 
feized with the rickets before the ninth month, does 
it appear credible, that a triple immerfion in a (hort 


fpace. of time, performed once only, could be pro- - 


fitable in a difeafe which arifes fo many months after? 
‘Tf this kind of baptifm had fo fortified the body as 
not to be' afterwards affected by the rickets, why 
was this new difeafe firft obferved in England, and 
why did it more powerfully increafe there, than in 


« frft dip the right fide of it, fecondly, the left fide, 


fo that it may be done difcreetly and prudently.” | a 


‘other countries where this baptifm by immerfion had — 
fooner ceafed ; whence the rickets is ftill to this day — 


called the Englifh difeafe ?- Neither is it proved, 


that the immerfion of. new-born children had been 
| always - 
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always performed in cold water. It appears not im- 
probable fro the Englifh rubricks, that warm water 
was rather ufed for this purpofe; nay, if the chil- 
dren were dipped in cold water, they were inftantly 
rubbed dry with hot napkins, and their clothes put 
on again; whence the effect of the immerfion in 
cold water could have been momentary only. 

Nor was immerfion judged neceffary to the effica- 
cy of the facrament of baptiim *. Magnus afked 
Cyprian the’ following queftion : Quefijli, mibi cha- 
riffime, quid mibi de illis videatur, qui infirmitate & 
languore gratiam Dei confequuntur , an babendi legitimi 

— Obrifliam, quod aqua falutari mom loti, fed perfufi ? 
. Refpondet: In facramentis falutaribus, neceffitate co- 
gente, € Deo indulgentiam fuam largiente, totum cre- 
dentibus conferunt divina compendia: ** You afk me, 
.** dear friend, my opinion concerning thofe, who, 
** jn an infirm languid ftate, receive the facrament of 
|. ** baptifm ; whether they are to be accounted lawful 
* chriftians, being not dipped, but only {prinkled 
** with the falutary water? I anfwer: In the holy 
** facraments, neceffity compelling, and God beftow- 
* ing his indulgence, divine compendiums are equally 
© efficacious to believers as the whole ceremony." 

Now if it be confidered, that a new-born infant 
has remained nine months immerged in the warm li- 
quor of the amnios within its mother's body, and 
mult feel a very unufual fenfation of cold, when bap- 
tized by three immerfions in cold water, efpecially in 
the winter feafon ; it muft have feemed dangerous 
'to parents, relations, and phyficians, to expole fuch 
tender bodies to fudden cold, as the efficacy of bap- 
tifm, in no refpect whatever, depended on this 
cold; and therefore, beyond all doubt, warm water 
was often ufed for this purpofe ; as is the practice at 
prefent. 

. For that this fudden refrigeration induces no flight 
change on the human body, is evident from the ac. 
3 Nn 2 counts 

* Floyer’s hiftory of Cold Bathing, p. 54, 
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counts of thofe who have prefcrib ed cold. yathing for - 
young perfons, and recommend it in the c 
rickets. ui os Es. Pee 

In a letter fent from Newcaftle to Sir John Eloyer 
are the following words: 44d cavendam €9 curandam 
Rachitidem nibil bic frequentius, €9. generatim ulilius, - 
eft, quain infantes annuos, (9 adultiores, quotidie im-. 
mergere frigido fluvio, menfibus unio €2. Tulio, ve[per- 
lino tempore, per quatuordecim dies, vel diutius : fi in- 
fans fit admodum debilis, unus alterve dies, imo &F plures 
dies, quandoque, intermittuntur, totius curationis tem- 
pore. Quidam integram immerponem adbibent bis vel 
ter, aliquod temporis fpatium remittentes, ul inter fin- 
gulas immerfiones refpirare poffint , alii immergunt tan- — 
um ad cervicem u[que, <P pileos aque penitus immer- 
fos flatim: capiti imponunt, ut tolum corpus, aque ae 
dn prioribus, indufio £2 pileo madidis, tegatur. Omnia 
pec conficiuntur tam brevi tempore quam fieri poteft. 
Quidam infundunt aqnam capiti, ut madefcant toti s 
alii indufium &9 pileum penitus madefactá nudato prius 
corpori applicant. Mox ilis applicantur toti corpori 
€3 capiti lintea calida, leto imponuntur, €9 valide fu- 
dant : fic manent tota nodle, mane ficcum indufium eg 
pileus datur : ** Nothing is more common in this 
*« country, and proves more generally fuccefsful for 
| * the preventing and curing of the rickets, than to 
«* plunge children, of a year old and upwards, in à 
« cold river, and in the: months of June and July, 
«© every evening, for a fortnight, or longer, intermit- | 
« ting a day or two or more in the whole, if the child ~ 
« be very weak. Some dip them twice or thrice - 
« over head and ears, with their fhifts and night-caps 
* on, giving them time to breathe between each im- 
« merfion. . Others. dip thém no farther than the 
| &« neck (becaufe the water is apt to ftop their breath) 
€ and dip their night-caps thoroughly, and put them | | 
& wet upon their heads, that the whole body may be © 
' é covered with the wet fhift and cap, equally as.jn m 

.. ae 


© Floyer’s hiftory of Cold Bathing, p. 123. 
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..* the former method. All this is done as quick as _ 
poffible. Some pour water upon the child's head, 
that he may be wetted all over; others content - 
« themfelves with dipping only the fhirt and night- 
* cap in water, and put them on wet upon him. 
* As foon as the children are dipped, they, with 
€ their wet cloaths on, are wrapped up in warm 
« blankets over their head and whole body, and 
* put immediately to bed, which inftantly throws - 
* them into a violent fweat. In this condition they 
« ]ie all night; and in the morning they have a dry | 
* fhirt and cap put on. The children in three mi- 
. € nutes time recover themfelves of the fright which 


€c 


|J. * dipping puts them into." If fuch a terror happens. 


án children of a year old, and upwards, from this 
fudden cold, can cold bathing be fafely tried upon 
new-born infants? | po 

He likewife remarks, quod validis illis fudoribus 
reddantur. debiliores y fed tamen. gradatim. vires recu- 
perent, datis gelatinis cormu cervi, pedum vitulinorum 
£2c. ita ut circa tempus, quo folia arborum cadunt, in- 
tegre fani fint, vel melius fe babeant. Si bec curatio 
unico anno non fuccefferit, fequenti anno repetenda erit s 
quncque generaliter refpondet votis: ** that though for 
“© the prefent they may be weaker from thefe violent 
« fweats, yet they by degrees recover their ftrength 
« by the help of ftrengthening jellies of hartfhorn, 
«« and calves feet, &c. infomuch, that about the fall 
** of the leaf, they are either perfectly recovered, or 
« fenfibly better. If one year's dipping proves not 
« fuccefsful, "tis repeated the next year, which gene- 
* rally anfwers expectation.” . 

Whence this difeafe does not feem to be eafily 
' removed by this means: a cure thereof may be tried 
with the greateft hopes of fuccefs by fafer methods. 

Are liniments, and of what kind, proper. ?] Every 
thing hitherto recommended in the cure of this dif- 
order, feems principally directed to ftrengthen the 
ol ee | "s iod 
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too great flaccidity of the folids, de amend  - 
the inert, flimy, vapid, cacochymy of the fluids.  - 
Wherefore liniments, which mollify and relax, are. 
proper. For it has been dein tle Rd; that much 
benefit may be expected from dry frictions with hot 
flannel, impregnated with aromatic efluvias; which = : 
are particularly applied to the abdomen, and the — | 
whole length of the {pine of the back. — 
It is true indeed, that we read in Sydenbam,* ——- 
Cum vero, qua exterius admoventur, tenera infantum 
corpora facile penetrent, proimdeque fanguinem ipjum 
qualicunque virtute [ua penitus afficiant, e re erit, im 
tumoribus, qui ventrem eorum occupant, five ferophulis, 
five Ried berdi vere, origintin ili debeant, linimentis uti, 
qua fanguinem C3 vifcera corroborandi, ac pariter. la- 
bem aliquam morbificam iis indu&am delendi, vi pollent: — . 
* But as external medicines eafily penetrate the ten- 
* der bodies of children, and confequently commu- 
* nicate all their virtue to the blood, whatever it be, 
* it is proper in fwellings of the abdomen, whether 
* they proceed from fcrophulous diforders, or the — — 
** genuine rickets, to have recouríe to liniments, lo. 
* that may ftrengthen the blood and vifcera, and re- — ^ 
| * move any morbific taint wherewith they are af- ~ 
* fected: " but the liniment, (the compofition of 
which is to be feen in p. 430 of Swan's Syden- 
denham) is made of aromatic, bitter, and ftrength- 
ening herbs, infufed with hog's lard and tried mutton 
fuer, in an earthen veffel upon hot afhes for twelve — 
hours. Now the ufe of fach might eafily be borne, — — 
but it is to be noticed, that fuch remedies are lefs — - 
beneficial than is generally thought. For they are — - 
prepared with frefh gathered herbs, with the addi- 
tion of wine, and, after a proper digeftion, the fatty 
fubftances ought to boil till all the aqueous moií- | 
ture is Sable ; and thus the fragrancy of the ingre- 
dients is evaporated alfo. 
| : If 
* Differt. Epiftol. p. 511. | 
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he {ame time what has been faid at §. 1480, 
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, be taken into confideration, the rea- 


nly appear, why liniments are feldom 
 ufed in the cure of the rickets. - 
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